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Music Critics Pictured as ‘Villains’ 
In NY. Comedy-Drama of Errors 


By EDWARD SMITH 


New York is increasingly witness- 
ing a comedy-drama of errors, and 


villains of the piece are Gotham’s 


music critics. As one wag has sug- 
gested, they are dark-frocked, Le- 
gree-ish, mustachioed whip-snappers 
who cause many budding artists to 
awake screaming at night with the 
vision of blood-thirsty critics peer- 
ing balefully at them from all sides. 


The critics are generally the most 
respected, feared—and hated— of all 
That 
in a great many instances 
for the star performers as well as the 


operatic and concert hazards. 
goes, too, 


novices. 

The final selling point of an art- 
ist, of course, is based almost en- 
tirely on the reviews received from 
a N. Y. recital. Several thousand 
concerts are given annually in N. Y. 


by budding or mature artists, of 
which over 90% lose money. The 
artist knows his performance may 


willing to 
he can ill 


be a losing one, but is 
gamble the $800-$1,500 


afford to spare for a few quotes to 


(Continued on page 18) 


Coward's Piene At U. S. 
Pic Cos. Means ‘Spirit’ 





Will Be Made 1 in England 


London, Nov. 18 


Noel Coward, frankly miffed at the | 


‘pushing around’ American filmers 
have given his works (seemingly not 
taking his ‘Cavalcade,’ via Fox, into 
consideration) has nixed all U. S. 
offers for ‘Blithe Spirit.’ All majors 
were after it. 

Coward says it will be film-pro- 
duced in England, as and when. Be- 
sides, he’s in no hurry, as he doesn’t 
need the coin; he can’t keep it, 
with war taxes, etc. 


GRACIE FIELDS’ 2306 IN 


10 WKS. FOR RELIEF 





Gracie Fields, in a 10-week one- 
nighter tour for the British War Re- 
lief Society, has grossed $230,000. 
She has one more date to play be- 
fore the windup of the tour and will 
have averaged $7,500 for the 31 per- 
formances in the U. S. i 

British music hall and film star, 
who also made a swing through the 
U. S. last winter, played large audi- 
toriums and arenas, some seating as 
high as 20,000. Tickets were largely 
sold in advance by the BWRS and 
Bundles for Britain at tops ranging 
from 55c to $10. 

With much socialite flounce con- 
nected with Miss Field’s appearances, 
the difficulty in the seat-selling was 
in getting rid of the cheaper ducats. 
Wealthy audiences figured to help 

(Continued on page 60) 


what | 





« New Kind of Plug 





Hollywood, Nov. 18. 

Reported that the British are 
making good use of that ‘Hut 
Sut’ double talk. 

They’re using the trick word- 
age to drown out Lord Haw 
Haw’s vaporings drifting into 
London. 


Critic Blasts 
Phoney ‘N.Y. 


Casts on Road 











critic of The Union, took a potshot 
this week at producers who an- 
nounce ‘the original New York cast’ 
and then pull last-minute substitu- 
tions. Cause for his beef was curtain 
announcement of Anna Sten’s ‘nerv- 
ous breakdown,’ which kept her out 
of cast of ‘Separate Wednes- 
day (12). 
Replacement was 
| afternoon papers after matinee crowd 
had arrived at the Court Square the- 
}atre. Toughest spot of all was for 
Alan Dinéhart, familiar stock figure 
(Continued on page 18) 


SANTA ANITA TO USE 
TOP ACTS AS SHILLS 


t00ms’ 





roloence fay 
i eleased AVL 








Top cafe acts, as a shill for the 
eighth race at Santa Anita, is a new 
wrinkle, primed for the Califorr 
| track’s winter season. The po we 


|sive Turf Room in the clubhouse will 
play name _ headliners, probably 
opening with Harry Richman, and 


minimums for such acts. Idea is to 


(Continued on page 16) 


Chelsea, Mass., Orch 








Chelsea, Mass., Nov. 18. 

Bernie Sullivan, local orchestra} 
| leader, will be addressed as ‘His 
| Honor’ after Jan. 1, since he was 
elected last Wednesday mayor of this 
| city (a suburb of Boston). 
| ducted his campaign from a hospital | 
bed, having become suddenly ill as| 
bey campaign staried. 

|! At present he is a senator in the 
| Massachusetts Legislature, but still) 
| continues his interest in the music} 
business. 





Springfield, Mass., Nov. 18. 
A. L. S. Wood, veteran theatre| 


keep the customers within the track | 


Leader Elected Mayor 


He con-| 


GOSTS COMPEL 
OGALE TILT 


———_—— 


Exhibitors Have Felt for 
Some. Time that a Decade 
of Depression Dragged 
Admissions Too Low 





HIGHER RENTALS 


The poor man’s entertainment, 
moving pictures, is going up An cost, 
along with the food he eats, the 
clothes he wears and the radios, re- 
frigerators and other gadgets he 
buys, if he can get them. A gen- 
eral pushing up of admission prices 
to film houses has gathered momen- 
tum rapidly in the past several 
weeks. In some cases it may mean 
only the increase of a few cents to 
make the ticket sell at a round fig- 
ure, taxes included. Elsewhere hikes 
lof 10 or 15c, or more, are reported. 
Film exhibitors have felt, in the 

(Continued on page 20) 


BILL OF RIGHTS 
RADIO BALLY: 








Library of Congress will present a 
radio program based on the Bill of 
Rights during the week of Dec. 15, 
the 150th anniversary of its adoption 

Archibald MacLeish, librarian, is 
working on the script with Joseph 
Liss and Norman Corwin. 





*|Prierties on Hotel 
Rooms If Convention 
Epidemic Keeps Up 


will pay $2,500 a week for fortnight 


Radio people touring the country | 


with network programs that call for 
a different originating spot each 
week report that the country’s big- 
gest industry, next to defense at the 
present time, is trade conventions. 
With money again in heavy circula- 
tion, manufacturing and mercantile 
interests are staging conventions on 
the least provocation so that chance 
| travelers in even the smaller cities 
are finding it tough to get hotel ac- 
commodations. 


One producer of a touring 





pro- 


manager of a hote] in San Francisco 
that the time might not be far off 
| when the hotels will declare priori- 


| ties on their rooms, assigning them | 
to convention-holding trade groups | 


on the basis of their relative import- | 
ance to defense. 


gram tells of being informed by the | 
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Draw Too Well: 


Glenn Miller's Def ora Dances 


Ruins the Waiters 





Rita’s Show Biz Start 





Reprise in the Nov. 5 issue 
of ‘Variety’ of its Palace, N. Y., 
review of 20 years ago by Lait 
reminded one oldtimer that 
film actress Rita Hayworth 
(Cansino) was born in Bessie 
Clayton’s Palace dressing room 
that week. 

Miss Hayworth’s parents, 
Eduardo and Elisa Cansino, were 
in Bessie Clayton’s troupe. The 
mother, not working then, of 
course, was visiting backstage 
with Miss Clayton. 


‘Wax Royalties 











+ 
v 


Glenn Miller and executives of the 
Pennsylvania hotel, New York, are 
to huddle this week to set a limit 
on the number of admissions to Mil- 
ler’s Saturday afternoon USO bene- 
fit concerts in the hotel’s Cafe Rouge, 
Hotel is objecting to the increasing 
| mobs the sessions are drawing, point- 
| ing out that furniture and other ap- 
| pointments in the room are being 





mishandled and the returns to the 
hotel itself don’t square it up. 

Miller plays from 4-6 p.m. each 
week, charging admission of one de- 
fense stamp (25c) which goes to the 
USO. From 5-6 p.m. he broadcasts 
on NBC a sort of soldier’s hit pa- 
rade of pop tunes, awarding re- 
cordings and combination radio- 
phonographs to USO canteens in 
Army camps throughout the coun- 
try. People admitted to the con- 
certs are not obligated to drink or 
dine, 





Top $1,000,000, 
Pleases ASCAP 





Royalties paid out by 
graph record companies 
| publishers this year will go 
| the $1,000,000 mark These royalty 
disburs ements easily represent 
ij boost of 30% over the total payoff 
em 1 prevailed for 1940. 


the phono- 
to mu 
well ove1 


ic 


Nhile publishing firms affiliated 
with Broadcast Music, Inc., fared big | 
on current tunes, the income of 


(Continued on page 62) 


| 
FREEDLEY’S PACKAGE | 


DEAL FOR ‘FACE IT’ 











‘Let’s Face It,’ Broadway’s top 
musical this season, may be sold to 
Hollywood in a package deal inc 


S$ pro- 
ViISOI 
Freed- 
and 

sc 
can work 


he’s 


reen 


| ing the writers of the book 

of the film. At least that’s 

rights in the hope that he 
(Continued on page 61) 


| and some of the players, plu 
| ducer Vinton Freedley as super 
ley’s idea at the moment 
| brus thing off offers for 
out his plan. 
Scheme, as far as can be deter- 
Ed Wynn May Play 
Carroll’s Coast Nitery 
rroiis Uoast Nitery 











Ed Wynn, 
the road 
| Together,’ 


who recently cancelled 
tour of ‘Boys and Girls} 
is mulling several offers. 
One would spot him in Earl Car- 
roll’s next theatre-restaurant show 
in Hollywood, due around Christ- 
mas. There is also a tentative radio | 


nate on the Coast. 

Proposals were made the comic 
George Wood and Miles 
agents. 


| through 
Ingalls, 


| stood 


deal for Wynn which would origi- | 


Past week, for instance, Miller 
played to 1,340 people in a room 
that normally sets up for about 400 
patrons, but can close up table ranks 
to handle about 625. Meant that 
| guards had to be stationed about the 
j bandstand to keep crowd at a safe 


| dists ance. First week Miller tried 
the idea (Oct. 11) he played to 449 
admissions, following Saturday he 
had 569, then 631, 643 


and 901 


Grace Moore Has Her 
Way, Jagel to Replace 
Kiepura in Chi ‘Tosca’ 


Grace Moore will apparently get 
her way, and so Frederick Jagel has 
been penciled in opposite her in 
“Tosea,’ which she will do this month 
n Chicago. 

The Met soprano is understood to 
| e refused to sing with the orig 
inally slated Jan Kiepura, wh« ill 
be given othe role bec: e of 
differences between the two 


M-G WINS BID OVER PAR 
FOR HELEN MORGAN PIC 





After Paramount’s Buddy De 
Sylva announced a Helen Morgan 
screen biog, it now looks as if 


Metro will snag the rights. 

While the Morgan estate asked for 
$100,000 for clearance rights, and 
Par was dickering, M-G is under- 
to have closed it for only 
$25,000. 


IT’S FASHIONABLE NOW 


“Add My-How-Times-Have-Changed 
Department: 


London’s top song hit currently is 


|‘My Russian Rose.’ Dash, Connelly, 
Inc., has just acquired the tune 
| from its English affiliate for pub- 


‘lication in the United States. 


“ee 
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By His Draw Shall He Draw 





John Kimbrough’s, pronounced Texas accent, 


Hollywood, Nov. 18. 
looked upon for a 


time as a liability, is being developed as an asset at 20th-Fox. Execs 
despaired when the football star first opened his mouth on the lot, 
but his southern drawl in ‘Lone Star Ranger’ brought a hearty re- 
sponse from film fans in that part of the country. Hundreds of letter 


writers thanked the studio for givi 


ng them a cowboy without British 


accents and demanded that Kimbrough be permitted to speak his 
native lingo, which blends harmoniously with grazing lands and cotton 


fields, 


Now the football cowboy is getting free rein on his vocabulary, re- 


gardless of neighborhood customers 


in Maine, Minnesota or Manhattan. 








Real-Life Drama of 2 Evacuees Told 





In Boat and Plane Flight from London 


By GEORGE F OST 


Playing a far greater, more melo- 
dramatic role than any she ever at- 
tempted on the British stage or 
screen, pert and blonde Pamela 
Standish, of England’s showorld, 
fiew into LaGuardia Field, New 
York, early Sunday (16) on the last 
lap of a trip half-way-round the 
globe. Her hand was tightly clasped 
by the fingers of nine-year-old Molly 
Ann Carpenter, evacuee from the 
war zone. The saga of the two is one 
worthy of a winter’s eve in the 
Lambs Club and combines every 
essence of fiction’s realm, from the 
romance of lovers to the safety of a 
child, from the cannon roar of war 
to the ethereal quiet stirred by the 
long arm of coincidence, with a dash 
of convoys, torpedoes and official 
red tape jazzed into the melody for 
good measure. 

In the early dawn of Sunday (16), 
seated in the lounge of a TWA 
Stratoliner, poised for its trip to 
Kansas City and the West Coast, 
Miss Standish told reporters the 

(Continued on page 55) 


Now, Lady Be Good 


Hollywood, Nov. 18. 
Marjorie Weaver, under suspension 
for two months, was restored to the 
20th-Fox payroll with an option lift. 
Actress was suspended for refus- 
ing to be loaned to Republic. Yester- 
day (Mon.) was her option day. 











Col. Seals Vidor 


Hollywood, Nov. 18. 
Charles Vidor, who has been on 
loanout on three of his last five pic- 
tures, has been handed a new two- 
year directing ticket at Columbia. 


Fire Eater, Too 





Hollywood, Nov. 18. 

It remained for Bob Hope to 
discover that ‘Variety’ is good 
for something else beside read- 
ing. It can also be used to put 
out fires. In the Paramount pic- 
ture, ‘My Favorite Blonde,’ Hope 
is reading the sheet in a railroad 
coach when foreign spies apply 
the torch. Rolling up the paper 
lengthwise (72 pages that week) 
he beat out the flames. 

Ed. Note: for a conflagration 
we suggest the extra-large An- 
niversary edition, out late next 
month. 


LATEST COAST QUAKE 
JUST A B PRODUCTION 


Los Angeles, Nov. 18. 

Damage in the latest earthquake in 
these parts, described as the most 
violent since 1933, took a sudden 
nosedive after the first edition. 
Hearst papers, which minimized the 
Frisco quake years ago, started off 
on the new tremor with a $1,000,000 
loss. The more conservative L.A. 
Times reduced it to $350,000, and.a 
close scrutiny by the United Press 
whittled it down to less than $100,000. 


Only loss to show business was a 
slight damage to a film house in Tor- 
rance, where the heaviest vibration 
was felt. Quake was only a quickie 
in Hollywood, where most of the 
citizens learned about in the news- 























Tribute to W. S. Gilbert | 


[On the occasion of his birthday, 
which occurred 105 years ago yes< 
terday (18)] 





By ALBERT STILLMAN 


William S. Gilbert, bard, 
The hero of my ditty, 
Believed in hitting hard 
Those ~,ho were sitting pretty; 
. He had utter disregard 
For the pillars of hypocrisy, 
The pseudo-aristocracy, 
In fact, he used to hate ’em, 
And so I celebrate him. 


Poet, philosopher, humorist, 
To whom we humbly bow, 
Compiler of that little list 
Of folks who never would be missed, 
Oh, how we miss him now! 
For if he were alive today, 
He’d have so many things to say. 
He’d be the chief belittler 
Of, for example, Hitler, 
Whose bier would bear this tag: 
“Killed by a Gilbert gag.” 
And what a real old meanie 


‘ He’d be to Mussolini! 


Sixty years ago, or more, 
He prophesied in Pinafore: 
“A British tar is a soaring soul, 
As free as a mountain bird; 
His energetic fist should be ready to 
resist 
You-know-what-kind-of-word.” 
By “soaring soul” he meant, 
course, 
The unflinching Royal Air Force, 
When Britain ruled the waves 
In Queen Victoria’s time, 
My subject all sublime 
Was occupied in rhyme, 
And what he wrote 
Is worthy of note 
At this particular time. 


of 


One more word, and 


through, , 


' Sullivan was ali right, too. 


then I’m 


papers. 





MARY WICKES STAYS ON 


Mary Wickes, who makes her 
screen debut in the Warners produc- 
tion of “The Man Who Came to Din- 
| ner,’ in the role of the nurse which 
she created on the stage, is remain- 
44th Street,’ with Ann Shirley and 
George Murphy, at RKO. 


It’s a one-picture deal, after which 
she intends returning east. 


| ing on the Coast to do ‘The Mayor of | 


Ex-N.Y. Stock Brokers 
New Legit Producers 


Stephen M. and Paul S. Ames, 
former security traders and one- 
time members of the New York 
Stock Exchange board, propose en- 


tering show business. One of the 
brothers denied that they figure 
Broadway an easier touch than Wall 
Street. He is quoted as saying that 
they are entering a new field of 
endeavor and ‘we are going to try 
to make the grade.’ 

Their first show is slated to be 
‘Guest in the House,’ by Dale Eun- 
son and Hagar Wilde. Edgar Selwyn, 
the Metro executive who produced 
‘The Wookey’ (Plymouth, N. Y.), 
was interested in the play, which 
he planned to present without Metro 
participation. Last week, however, 
Selwyn advised his representative 
in N. Y. that he had dropped plans 
to do ‘Guest’ because the authors de- 
clined to make suggested script 
changes. 


ATLANTA SAYS 
IT'S A JINX 
TOWN NOW 


_ 








Atlanta, Ga., Nov. 18. 

Atlanta seems to be a jinx town 
for the amusement business, lately. 

First, the mysterious deaths, which 
are now known to be mass murder 
of the Ringling Bros.-Barnum & 
Bailey Circus elephants was a seri- 
ous loss to the circus. Peggy died 
while en route to rejoin the show, 
and one of the sick ones left here 
for treatment died Friday (14), 
bringing the total number of deaths 
to 11. 

Then, the rodeo, directed by Che- 

(Continued on page 22) 


Muni Gets His Wish 


Paul Muni, who has_ always 
averred he preferred to be a fea- 
tured player, and not a star, goes 
to the Coast for Columbia in sup- 
port of Glenn Ford in ‘Chopin.’ 
Muni will play Chopin’s (Ford) 
tutor. Barbara O’Neill will prob- 
ably be the femme lead. 

Muni’s iast starrer since leaving 
Warners was in ‘Hudson’s Bay’ for 
20th-Fox. 


Metro’s Dallas Find 


Dallas, Nov. 18. 

Betty Jean Culwell, 16, has just 
been signed by Metro. 

The Dallas singer and dancer was 
‘discovered’ by Metro when she-ap- 
peared in the Hollywood revue, 
‘Meet the People.’ 
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Universal Pictures 


Under Personal ‘Management of: EDWARD SHERMAN 





TT and COSTELLO 


“They’re the funniest pair I’ve seen in a long, long time.” 
Mae Tinee, Chicago Tribune. 


National Release Week of November 28th 
in ‘KEEP ’EM FLYING’ 








Chase & Sanborn Hour, NBC-Red 
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Hollywood, Nov. 18. 


It’s a great feeling to sit in a theatre and watch yourself on the screen 
and to hear people yell and scream at the comedy—of Jack Oakie. 


After the preview, a hundred kids 


rushed up to me shouting for auto- 


graphs and tearing my clothes for souvenirs—just as we had rebearsed. it. 


My new picture, ‘A Gentleman at 


Heart,’ is really working out swell. 


Ray McCarey, the director, after seeing my comedy scenes, is now hailing 


me as the dramatic find of the year. 


Carole Landis, who plays the feminine lead in the picture, and I are 


hitting it off great. 
Ciro’s. 
pay for the dinner myself. 


After the day's shooting was over I took her to 
I enjoyed myself so much. The next time we go I’m going to 


The cameraman on the picture has a great idea for shooting me from 


a very unusual angle. 
neck in different poses. 


For the first seven reels you see the back of my 


Broadway Department 


Harold Conrad, the Brooklyn columnist, wires me that two Gotham 
‘Glamour Boys’ are burning at Marlene Dietrich. Seems she ditched them 


and went dancing with her husband. 


Jack White is featuring a new drink that he calls ‘A Baseball Surprise.’ 
One sip and you want to bat your neighbor’s brains out. 

There’s a certain Broadway gag man who, upon receiving his question- 
naire, listed as dependents two other gag writers who stole all their 


material from him. 
Peggy Joyce had a horrible dream 
from Joe Frisco. 
Things are so bad for a jukebox j 
out comes 3c change. 


the other night, according to a wire 


She dreamt that they had abolished Reno. 


oint that wken you put a nickel in 


Holly woodiana 


Phil Silvers knows a producer who 


is going to make a sequel to ‘Arsenic 


and Old Lace,’ and is calling it ‘Iodine and Old Cheesecloth.’ 


Went to a costume party that Darryl Zanuck gave. 


Eli Whitney. 
invent something in a picture. 


I came dressed as 


I hoped that if Zanuck saw me in that outfit he’d let me 


There’s a certain director who saves the cost of Technicolor makeup by 


telling his cast risque stories causing 
before the color leaves their faces. 
There's a certain actress who is so 


them to blush and shoots the scene 


exclusive and social she has a tree 


surgeon on her staff who does nothing but keep her family tree in good 


condition. 


Music Department 


Skinny Ennis is trying to talk Mack Gordon into undergoing an opera- 
tion whereby they can graft some weight off Mack onto Skinny. (From 


the picture, ‘The Thin Man.’) 


There’s a certain composer who has written so many ‘dog’ tunes his 
songs won a blue ribbon three times in succession at the Westchester 


Kennel Show. 


My song, ‘Would It Make Any Difference to You,’ is selling like wildfire. 
So far everyone in my family has bought a copy. 


Radio Department 


Heard Glenn Miller play ‘Chattanooga Choo-Choo’ so realistically on 
the air the other night that I unconsciously picked up my traveling bag 


and started running for the train. 


Had a little trouble hearing Bing Crosby sing the other night. 


The new 


shirt he brought back from South America was so loud it kept drowning 


out his voice. 


Got a lovely fan letter from an admirer who wrote, ‘Heard your Ballan- 


tine radio broadcast for the past 10 
dishes away?’ 


weeks. When do you start giving 


Observation Department 


Colleges aren’t what they used to be. 


Now, if you take up the study 


of Latin, they toss in six Rhumba lessons. 


With two Thanksgivings coming on 
dicament. 


Jesse Lasky’s Country Club 
Capt. Webb’s Seals 
Hap Hazard 


the poor turkeys are in a real pre- 


They don’t know what day to say their prayers. 
Whatever Became of 


° 
Reilly and Comfort 
Kitamura’s Japs 
Rice and Prevost 


Afterpiece 


When you're a good horseman, you want to do stunts. 
stunts, you want to enter a horse show. 


side-saddle? 


When you do 
Doesn’t anyone want to ride 





Coca-Cola Saturday Booking Sought 
By Bands for Trophy, Coin, Prestige 





Brother Axis 





Hollywood, Nov. 18. 

For the first time in his mu- 
sical life, Bob Crosby is record- 
ing film tunes for his brother 
Bing. Irving Berlin has composed 
14 tunes for the Paramount pic- 
ture, ‘Holiday Inn,’ and Bing 
sings 11 of them. 

Fred Astaire dances the rest of 
them. 








Ann Corio Set for New 
Harlan Thompson Play 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 18. 

Ann Corio, who comes to the Ca- 
sino Sunday night (23) for her an- 
nual burley appearance here, won't 
hit the road this season in a re- 
vival of ‘White Cargo,’ but will go 
into a new play by Harlan Thomp- 
son shortly after the first of the 
year. Addis & Rorke, who spon- 
sored her in ‘Cargo,’ will produce 
the Thompson comedy, in which 
the stripteuse has a role as ‘the 
country’s No. 1 peeler.’ 


Play, which doesn’t have a title 
yet, is a comedy with a college 
background and will go into re- 
hearsal shortly after Thompson 
launches another show of his, ‘Chills 
and Fever,’ od. Broadway text weék: 








Since the scheduling of dance 
bands for the Saturday night session 
of the Coca-Cola series (Mutual) is 
based on top phonograph record sales 
for the previous week, personal and 
booking managers of such aggrega- 
tions are pressing the professional 
heads of music publishing firms for 
first recording privileges of the 
latter’s No. 1 plug material. By 
putting a premium on these tunes 
the leaders are in a way shouldering 
aside any efforts on the part of a 
recording company to reduce the 
number of monthly releases on new 
pop material. The batonists aren't 
taking any chances on passing up 
something that might turn out to be 
an outstanding click around the disk 
counters. 

The Saturday date on the Coca- 
Cola series has become highly de- 
sirable to band leaders for two rea- 
sons; one, beeause of the silver 
trophy involved and secondly, be- 
cquse it brings the week's top salary 
paid by the account. 





Josh Logan Better 


Joshua Logan, legit stager who has 
been ill in Boston for some time, is 
reported recovered and considering 
several directorial propositions. 

Leland Hayward has a tentative 
film deal simmering, but Logan 
would prefer to do a Broadway 
show. - He’ll probably do nothing for 
at least another month mees® 
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Helen Hayes’ Radio Build-Up Credited 
With Overcoming Bad Broadway Press 


Boxoffice click of ‘Candle in the 
Wind,’ at the Shubert theatre, N.Y., 
is being viewed in the trade as an- 
other instance of the value of radio 


to other show business media. Not 
only for radio’s repeatedly-demon- 
strated power to pay immediate re- 
turns, but, more important, for its 
indirect ability to keep a star’s name 
before a huge public between stage 
or film appearances. 

Those crediting radio with the 
sellout houses at ‘Candle’ point out 
that the Maxwell Anderson play 
drew almost uniformly unfavorable 
reviews. Notices were so bad that 
even the Theatre Guild’s subscrip- 
tion list was not expected to do much 
toward saving the show. But to the 
continued surprise of nearly every- 
one connected with the production, 
business has remained capacity and 
the advance ticket sale has not 
fallen off. 

All this is attributed generally to 
the personal following of Helen 
Hayes. But although the actress has 
for years had a substantial draw at 
the boxoffice, she would not ordi- 
narily be able to pull sellout houses 
in the face of unvaryingly bad re- 
views. For that re&son, insiders be- 
lieye, Miss Hayes’ Sunday night ra- 

(Continued on page 25) 





Connie Boswell’s Pic 


With All-Amer. Band; 








| 


|& Sanborn 





B.O. 


Somewhat in the George M. 
Cohan tradition of a beloved 
Broadway figure is the manner 
in which there’s an all-out cam- 
paign in behalf of George Jessel’s 
‘High Kickers.’ The Broadway 
columnists and newspaper clan, 
also the radio gossipers, have put 
on an extraordinary pitch for the 
musical. 

It’s chiefly because of knowl- 
edge that Jessel has his own 
money in it, and the plugging is 
manifesting itself by a material 
uppage in business. 


BERGEN WOULD 
CONTROL HIS 
RADIO SHOW 


Helping Jessel’s 











Hollywood, Nov. 18. 
Complete packaging of the Chase 
program, with Edgar 


| Bergen in full charge, is understood 
| to be the demand 


made on Joe 
radio head of Kenyon & 
agency, by Music Corp. of 
which handles’ Bergen. 


| Stauffer, 
arat 
Ameri ica, 





Mary Martin’ ‘ Chore me arriving from the east, Stauf- 





Connie Boswell has been signed for Hackett of the MCA forces, 


an acting and singing role in RKO’s | 


forthcoming ‘Syncopation’ film. 
will chirp 
band now being selected via votes 
cast by readers of the Saturday Eve- 
ning Post, 
RKO on exploiting the film. 

Miss Boswell, 


gram for a while yet, then comes east | 
to do theatre work. Her 
be taken by Mary Martin. 


CONTEST WILL OF 
MRS. AL RINGLING. 


Baraboo, Wis., Nov. 
Although the estate of ce 
Ringling, recently deceased widow of | 
the circus magnate, is said to have 
dwindled to a mere $6,500, there will 
be it before Sauk 


a contest over 
County Judge Henry L. Bohn in 
December. After she died Oct. 14, a 


William Prielipp, 57, her 
caretaker and companion. 


erty to 
chauffeur, 


She | 
with the All-American | 





which has tied up with | 


place is to | 


| 
| 





Since then the claim has been made | 
by Mrs. Cora Duval, Monroe, Mich., | 


a niece, William Boss, Monroe, Mich., 
a nephew, and Mrs. Edna Nelson, 
Madison, Wis., who lived for a time 
with Mrs. Ringling, that a later will 
was made making them the bene- 


ficiaries, but that this will was ‘lost 
or destroyed by design.’ 

Al Ringling, who died in 1916, left 
his widow $425,000, practically all 
of which she lost in real estate in- 
vestments 

SALLY SLUGS BACK 
It Happened Aboard a  Train— 


Stripper’s Divine Witness 





| ducer 


has been in” session with Jules 
Stein, Taft Schreiber and Hal 
the lat- 


ter having come on from New York 
for the confabs. Prior to Stauffer’s 
arrival, negotiations were initiated 
with Tony Stanford for the pro- 
job. Stanford now pilots the 
Red Skelton show for Russel Seeds. 

Considerable speculation is abroad 


currently on the air | as to the ultimate fate of the current 
with Bing Crosby, stays on thai pro- | Bergen-Abbott 


& Costello combo 
after the next quarter. Some talk 
that a cheaper show, such as ‘What’s 


| My Name?’, may 
Sunday night spot. Another report 
making the rounds is that Young & 
Rubicam has a tentative show built 
around Abbott & Costello as a lure 
the Lifebuoy account, which 
now being hotly contested 


for is 


“at | NEW ACAD BUILDING 


WAITS ON PRIORITIES 


Hollywood, Nov. 18 


War 


while the national 
emergency is on. 

Architectural plans are ready, ac- 
cording to Sam Wood, chairman of 
the building committee, but lack of 
materials makes it impractical to go 


Shead at this time. 


Cohan Talks Over WB Biog, 


Sally Rand can take it as well as | 


hand it out, according to reports of 
a minor brawl on a train coming into 
New York from Cleveland Thursday 


night (13). A man on the train 
socked her in the face, from ac- 
counts, and she socked right back 


but used her Shoe as a weapon. Miss 
Rand, who last week played the Pal- 
ace, Cleveland, opened Friday (14) 
for RKO at the Alden, Jamaica, L. I., 
far six days. 

Bubble dancer’s witness to the in- 
Cident on the train is said to be a 
minister. 





May Go Home This Week 


George M. Cohan remains under 
treatment at the Flower-Fifth Av- 
enue hospital, New York, but his 
physician, Dr. Miguel G. Elias, in- 


be permitted to go 

Patient has been 
more than 
the hos- 


dicated he may 
home this week. 
sleeping considerably 
during the early weeks at 


pital, which explains some curtail- | 
ment of visitors. 

Cohan sits up for a time} 
daily and has been talking 
over the personnel in_ support | 
of James Cagney in Warner Bros.’ 
biographical picture of the star’s 


life, also conferring with his friend 
and attorney, Capt. Dennis F. 
O’Brien, on other business matters. 
Before shooting starts on the film, 
Cohan will look over test clips for- 
warded here from ‘the studio. 


be moved into the | 


priorities caused the shelving | 
will was filed leaving all her prop- | of plans for a new building to house} 
the Academy of Motion Picture Arts | 
'and Sciences 


GOL. GILLETTE 
CITES EXAMPLE 


Scores Coast’s Production 
Furbelows as Having No 
Practical Values for the 
Job of Training Army Men 
—Fort Monmouth, N. J. 
Productions Much Better 








CONTRASTS 


By HERB GOLDEN 


An Army training film made by 
20th-Fox was shown and criticized 
last week by.Col. Melvin E. Gillette, 
chief of the Signal Corps Training 
Film Production Laboratory at Fort 
Monmouth, N. J., as ‘one of the 
poorer ones made by Hollywood for 
the Army, 


Col. Gillette squawked that virtu- 
ally all of the Coast product for the 
Army is ‘unsatisfactory. Too many 
Hollywood frills and too little getting 
down to the business at hand was 
the essence of his plaint. Changes 
in method are about to be made, 
however, he said. 


Gillette’s beef was voiced at a 


for members of the National Board 
of Review of Motion Pictures, which 
was in convention in New York last 
week. Gillette showed both Raa 
(Continued on page 2 25 


MARIE SAXON 
DIES AT 37 





Marie Saxon, 37, died last Wednes- 
day, Nov. 12, at her residence in 
Harrison, N. Y., after a long illness. 
The fermer dancing ingenue of 





;| Broadway musical comedies was the 


wife of Sid Silverman, president and 


Polly Saxon, and a brother, Robert 
J. Landry, radio editor of ‘Variety.’ 

Breaking into vaudevilie 
at the age of 15, Marie Saxon 
| peared for some time in professional 
| partnership as a sister act with her 


| publisher of ‘Variety’ and ‘Daily 
| Variety,’ who survives, as do their 
10-year-old son, Sid II; her mother, 
| 


1919 


in 


| screening of some of the training films | 





ap- | 


| mother, Pauline Saxon. Later she 
was in a couple of George Choos | 


flash acts of the era, ‘The Little Cot- 
| tage’ and ‘Dancing Honeymoon.” In 
| 1923 Choos assigned her one of the 
ingenue roles in ‘Battling Butler,’ 


Saxon was a featured name in 
series of successful Broadway pro- 
ductions under various manage- 
|}ments, including Philip 
Lyle Andrews, the 
Lewis Gensler. 
run at the Vanderbilt 
1924 to 1926 in 
Merry. She 
| McCullough in 


Shuberts and 
theatre 
‘My Girl’ and “Merry 
with Clark and 
‘The Ramblers.’ Her 
last Broadway show was ‘Ups-A 
Daisy’ in 1928. After that she did a 
musical film, ‘The Broadway Hoofer,’ 
for Columbia, and 
couple of pictures 
retiring to become 

Noted primarily as a dance 
and one of the high-salaried girls of 
the Broadway stage in the ’20s, 
| Marie Saxon came of a theatrical 
| family. Her grandmother, Sarah 
Saxon, toured the middle west 
fore and after the '90s. Her father, 
the late Daniel F. Landry, was a the- 
atre manager. An aunt, Mrs. Albert 
Homan, is still the leader of the 
house orchestra at th. Rialto theatre, 
| Joliet, Ill. 
| bers of the family were connected 
with amusements in various capaci- 


was 


appeared in a 
Fox 


a mothe! 


for before 


stylist 


| ties. 
Services were held last Friday 
(14) in White Plains, N. Y., 


(Union Methodist Episcopal) offi- 
ciating. Cremation followed at Fern- 
j cliff, near Ardsley, N. . 2 





and for some years thereafter Marie | 
al 


} 


Goodman, | 


She had a two-year | 
from | 


be- | 


Half a dozen other mem- | 


| 


with the Rev. C. Everett Wagner, of | Dwight Taylor and Harry Tugend. 
‘the Actors’ Church’ off Times Square | Alternates 


Play Folds in Philly 
Philadelphi a, Nov. 18. "ARIE Y 
Tallulah Bankhead is ‘acutely ill’ | Trade Mark Registered 
and won't be able to resume her role | FOUNDED BY SIME SILVERMAN 
in Billy Rose’s ‘Clash by Night’ in | Published Weekly by VARIETY, Ine. 
less than a month, her physician || 14, wane asin strest, Now York, N, Y. 
stated here tonight (Tuesday). Miss | jj — 1 ccasnetieatintlsiplienmeniipaeaitatasatinee 
Bankhead was taken to Mt. Sinai | SUBSCRIPTION 
hospital here following the opening ||} Annual..,... $10 Foreign...... $11 
performance of ‘Clash’ last night. Single ¢ ropies on peek eee 2 3d eth . a 
Rose, in cancelling the show until 
Miss Bankhead is able to resume, ||} Vol. 144 ce > No. 11 
| said no one else will be used in her | || =————---—— ee 
part. He declared that the week's | INDEX 
engagement in Philly would be}; : 
played out on the star’s return. | Bills -. 54 
Show was to have opened in New a ee ee le onan 
York next Tuesday (25). Concert-Opera . 44 
Dr. A. I. Rubenstone, Miss Bank- : , 
head’s physician, requested her not Exploitation ses 
to go on in the last act last night, Film Booking Chart 18 | 
but she refused to pay heed, aggra- Film Reviews wey 
vating her conditior Press state- Football _ 63 i] 
(( venient ots page 27) | ieee 63 
| House Reviews 24 
BUCHMAN NEW SCREEN |) tsice—tesit 0000000 se | 
Inside—Music 50 
WRITERS GUILD PREZ i} Inside—Orchestras . 47 
|} Inside—Radio ........ oo 
til . > 
Hollywood, Nov. 18. } International Mer . 16 
Sidney Buchman was elected presi- | |} International Radio . 43 
dent of the Screen Writers Guild in SEER av eke o aes to 60 
|a close race with Charles Brackett. | Legitimate 56 
The difference was only seven votes.||| Music Pee ek, 
Ralph Block is the new vice- Pan | New Acts...... => ae 
| dent, Robert Rossen, secretary, and | Night Club Reviews... ace. 
| Lester Cole, treasurer. Perrier ret pre 62 
| Elected to the executive aad Se 65 hs EE 45 
| were Claude Binyon, Ralph Block,||! pictures ........... 4 
Marc Connelly, Joseph Fields, Rich-||| Radio ............. 32 
ard Maibaum, Sheridan Gibney,||} Radio Reviews 40 
|Mary C, McCall, Jr., Allan Scott, Unit Reviews............... 53 
Robert Rossen, Stanley  Rubin,||| Vaudeville .............. ... 51 
are Jerome Chodorov, DAILY VARIETY 
Phillip Dunne, Francis Faragoh, (Published in Hollywood by 
Leonard Lee, Maurice Rapf and John gy ae ba | 
Howard Lawson. _— — 





Eddie Dowling in Showdown on His 
Authority in U.S. Camp Show Setup; 
Blames Exec Secretary for Delay 


- 








Paying Of Eddie Dowling had his hat in his 
hand and was ready to walk out on 
Camp Shows, Inc., last week, he re- 
vealed, in protest against continued 
minor bickering which has long de- 
layed the Army entertainment pro- 
gram which CSI was organized to 
stage. Dowling is prez of CSI, but 
he has something less than full 
authority because other powers hold 
the financial strings and an internal 
struggle has been going on between 
him and the money-men which is 
only now beginning to straighten 
out, Dowling said. 

Vet producer-performer declared 
that he won his literal hat-in-hand 
showdown with the board of CSI, 
but there still remains another show- 
down on authority between him and 
Lawrence Phillips, exec secretary, 
who as the rep of wealthy contribu- 
tors to USO (which finance CSI), has 
his hand on the purse-strings. 

‘I have the highest regard for 
Phillips as a man of unquestioned 
honesty and executive ability, a 
type we need in a venture like this. 
However, as has been said, a little 
knowledge is a dangerous thing and 
Phillips has acquired just enough 


(Continued on page 16) 


‘GONE’ TECHNIQUE USED 
IN MEX FILM SHOWING 


Stamies City, Nov. 

‘Simon Bolivar,’ film ee of 
‘South America’s George Washing- 
ton,’ has been completed by Miguel 
Contreras Torres, who directed, and 
Jesus Grovas, president of Grovas y 
Cia., producers. Picture is the big- 
gest ever made in Mexico, being 25 





Baltimore, Nov. 18. 

Abbott and Costello put in a 
brief p.a. for an old pal, Izzy 
Rappaport, at the Hipp here Sun. 
(15), hopping over from nearby 
Washington. Comics, who 
started their climb at the Hipp, 
were in Washington for p.a. at 
the Washington Variety Club 
Tent annual banquet. 

Also for an old friend, A. & C. 
make a p.a. tonight (Tuesday) 
at the Roxy, Cleveland, 700-seat 
burlesque house owned by 
George Young. 


EUROPE FOLK 
SONGS IN 
EXILE 











feature of a worldwide 
containing the folk songs | 
of the conquered nations of Europe, 
is believed under 
Walt Disney. He recently summoned 
to the Hollywood studio Carleton | 
Smith, music critic of Esquire and | 


Coronet, who during his many years 
of travel abroad has made a hobby 
of collecting folk music. 

Figured that Disney may have in 
mind a cheerer-upper for nationals 


Cartoon 
character, 


consideration by 


of Nazified countries who are beyond | reejs and to be exhibited in two 

the pale of oppression. installments, like ‘Gone With the 
aa ao ec aaa ee Wind.’ 

‘Bolivar’ is to have a simultaneous 


world premiere here and in Bogota, 
Colombia, some time before Christ- 
mas. 


Talullah ‘Acutely 
Ill’; Rose’s Odets | 
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Bundles for Bioff and Browne 
Will Now Reach Them at Lewisburg 


Fed! Prison; 


_~ 


Bundles for Bioff—which wil 
more likely consist of cookies and 
small delicacies from his wife rather | 
than $100,000 in small bills from film 
producers—should be addressed, at | 
least until next March or April: | 
‘Federal Penitentiary, Lewisburg, 
Pa.’ 

That's going to be ex-labor leader | 
Willie Bioff’s home and that of his | 
pardner in crime, George E. Browne, | 
until appeal is heard on last week's | 
sentence of the two former IATSE 
execs to 10 years and eight years, 
respectively, in the clink. 

Three judges of the U. S. Cirsuit 
Court of Appeals, sitting en banc 
last Friday (14), refused the plea of 
the Browne and Bioff counsel for 
bail after Judge John C. Knox, who 
heard the case in the District Court, 
had previously also said: ‘No bail.’ 

That means that the convicted pair 
have their choice of Lewisburg or 
the Federal Detention Prison in 
Manhattan until the appeal is heard. 
Martin Conboy, Browne’s counsel, 
said on Friday that he didn’t be- 
lieve the hearing oh the appeal 
could possibly be held before next 
Marck or April, as the record of 
2.500 pages and other legal delays 
will easily take that long. 


If B&B choose Lewisburg for their 
interim sojourn, as guests of Uncle 
Sam, the time spent there will be 
subtracted from their prison sen- 
tences in the event the appeal does 
not free them. If they choose to 
remain in the Detention cells, they 
will not be credited with the time. 
Henry W. Uterhart, Bioff’s coun- 


+ 
f 
| 


Now There’s That Little 
Matter on Coast, Willie 


Los Angeles, Nov. 18. 
Willie Bioff will have to. stand 
trial for income tax evasion in Fed- 





10-8 Years Respec :: 





Bronston Sets Up Shop | 


Nov. 18. 
company, | 
Inc., filed 


Sacramento, 
New film production 
Samuel Bronston Pictures, 


papers here with Bronston named as | 
president. 


Other directors of the 
corporation are B. P. Schulberg, cur- 
rently co-producer with Bronston of 
‘Martin Eden’ at Columbia; Robert J. 
McDonald, Minneapolis attorney, and | 
W. R. Frank, owner of an indie thea- | 
tre chain in the northwest. 


Corporation owns full rights to the 
screening of Jack London's stories, 


} 





| 





U.S. Army - Navy. 
Misleads So. Am. 


a 





Complaints that Latin-Americans 
are getting a bad impression of U.S. 
military services, because of recent 
long string of comedies centered 
about the army, navy, marines and 
air corps, has resulted in terrific 
pressure being placed on American 
distributors to halt distribution of 
such films in the Latin-American 
market. Not known what action has 
been taken, but understood that most 





sel, said last week that the pair 
would choose Lewisburg. 

Before nixing the plea for bail | 
entirely, the Circuit Court gave in- 
dication that it might consider it | 
when it asked VU. S. Attorney | 
Mathias Correa, who prosecuted the | 
case, what his recommendation for 
bail would be. 

Correa’s $250,000 Idea 

Correa lost no time in letting the | 
court know _ his 
would be no release on bail at all, 
but in any case it should be no 
less than $250,000 for each of the 
men. He pointed out that the de- 
fendants had been found guilty of 
taking $800,000. 

Prosecutor also disclosed that the 
$50,000 bail on which Browne and 
Bioff were each at liberty from their 
indictment until their conviction 








was put up by Local 110 of the IA | tion unit is slated to make a mini- | 
that, | mum 


in Chicago. He demanded 
should release on bail be granted, 
the court not allow the coin to come 
from union funds. 


Correa got in a telling blow 
against freeing the men on bond by 
pointing out that when Bioff was 
freed on the Chicago pandering 


charges in 1922, he skipped bail un- 
til 1939. 


In addition to the jail sentence im- | | 
Judge Knox last Wednes- | _ 
added for | 


posed by 
day. a $20,000 fine was 
each of the men. They were con- 
victed under new Federal labor | 
racketeering laws on a charge of | 
extortion of $550,000 (testimony re- 
vealed it actually to be more than 
$1,000,000) from Metro-Loew’s, Para- 
mount, Warner Bros. and 20th-Fox 
from 1937 to 1941. 


‘Pay us or we'll call a strike and | 


shut down your theatres and 
dios,” was the edict tossed at 
execs, it was revealed during 
four-week trial. 

Appeal of the sentence will 
made, Uterhart deciared, based 
the fact that the constitutionality of 
the Federal racketeering laws is now 
before the Supreme Court, and B&B 
should not be jailed on those stat- 
utes until their legality 
Case on which 
hinges is U. S. vs. Teamsters Union, 


stu- 
film 
the 


be 


on 


is 


with decision expected in December | 


or January. 
Counts 
Sentence handed out by Judge| 
Knox was complicated by the three 
counts in the indictment and there | 
was a widely varied interpretation of 


details. As clarified by the court 
later, however, it’s: 

First count: Bioff, 10 years; 
Browne, 8 years; $10,000 fine for 
each. 

Second count: Bioff, 10 years; 


Browne, 8 years; these sentences to 
run concurrently with those on first 
count; no fine. 
Third count: Bioff, 10 years; 
Browne, 10 years; $10,000 fine for 
(Continued on page 18) 


| distribution companies are not tak- 


recommendation | 


decided. | 
cohstitutionality | 


| tortion 


| York-localed 


Deny Pix Kidding 


| to exceed four pictures a year. 


eral Court here, regardless of the ex- 
conviction in New York. 
U.S. Attorney in Los Angeles con- 
oe the recent story printed in 

y Variety’ that the evasion suit 


lis pr 4 on the judicial calendar. 


Indictment, charging Bioff with 
evading $85,000 in income taxes, is 
being redrawn to encompass the 
various monies disclosed in the New 
York trial. 





Winchell Turas Down 
20th-Fox ‘Soft Touch’ 


1G Wkly. for Pic Spiels 


What Walter Winchell calls the 
‘softest?’ money he could have made 
was turned down by him. It was a 
straight $1.000-a-week deal with 
Darryl Zanuck whereby any New 
story would carry a 
Winchellian-intro spiel, and was not 
It 
was a chore that relied on the col- 
/umnist’s name value principally, but 
he finally nixed it. 

Incidentally, Winchell has renewed 
his King Features (Hearst) contract 
for one year, from Nov. 14. The 
newspaperman has been with Hearst 
since June 10, 1929. The one-year re- 
newal was at his request. ° Since he 
is on the active list as a lieut.-com- 
mander, USNR, Winchell felt that a 
longer pact at this time would not be 
expedient. 


WANGER AND HOPKINS 
IN WHITNEY SETUP 














ing these squawks seriously, atti- | 


tude being that bulk of kicks come | 


from professional ‘objectors’ who| 
would complain about anything just 
so they give the impression of fur- 
thering Pan-Americanism, 


Case in point occurred last week 
| when it was reported that an Ameri- 
can embassy official in Brazil sug- 
gested that a major distributor with- 

(Continued on page 25) 





SILVERSTONE’S SETUP 


FOR 4 UA PIX YEARLY 


Hollywood, Nov. 18. 
Murray Silverstone’s new produc- 


of four pictures a year for 
| United Artists release, under a finan- 


| cial setup arranged here after con- 
|ferences with Charlie Chaplin and 


Mary Pickford. 

Currently in New York to spend | 
Thanksgiving and discuss picture | 
|}ideas with David O. Selznick, Sil- 


| 


jis chief of the film division 


Walter Wanger has been named 
to succeed Kenneth Thomson as ex- 
ecutive secretary of the Motion Pic- 
ture Society for the Americas, John 
Hay Whitney disclosed Monday (17). 
MPSA. is the Hollywood group 
which works with the Coordinator 
of Inter-American Affairs on film 
production. 

David Hopkins, son of Harry Hop- 
kins, Lend-Lease director and 
presidential confidante, has been 
named by Whitney as the Coordina- 
tor’s rep on Wanger’s staff. Whitney 
in the 
|Coordinator’s (Nelson Rockefeller) 
office. 

Thomson resigned the MPSA post 
several months ago because of ne- 
céssity of devoting more time to 
the Screen Actors Guild, of which 
he is exec secretary. 


2 


‘DIVINE SARAH’S’ BIOG 
Hollywood, Nov. 18. 








| daughter 


Mme. Lysianne Bernhardt, grand- 
of the ‘Divine Sarah,’ is | 
headed for New York to arrange for 
publication of her biography of the 


| 
| verstone will announce the person- | f@mous French actress. 


|nel of his organization when he re- 
; turns to Hollywood Nov. 25. 


Mme. Bernhardt fled France sev- 
eral months ago. 


| 





‘The American Way Is Best U.S. Film 


| 

False impressions created about 
the United States by the Nazis in 
South America will be met by noth- 
ing but the factual truth in films 
rsent down there by the Office of the 
Coordinator of Inter-American Af- 
|fairs (Rockefeller Committee), 
Hay Whitney, chief of the 
| picture division, declared on 
| day (17). 

‘The American Way’ is its own 
| best ambassador,’ Whitney asserted, 
‘and any future films sent to Latin 
America will be utterly truthful and 
| authentic picturizations of American 
| life and objectives.’ 

Whitney, who recently returned 
from a trip through the southern 
| hemisphere, said he had discussions 
with officials in-~various countries 
there on an extensive program of 
interchange of shorts and 16 mm. 
films between the U. S. and Latin 
nations to aid in familiarization with 
|each other. 

Hollywood will give its coopera- 
tion in making the films, Whitney 
said. He will meet on the Coast 
next week with heads of the major 
companies, mpst of whom will be 

{Continued on page 29) 





Ambassador for . America—Whitney 





John | 
motion | 
Mon- | 


| ANTLNAZIS PRESS FIGHT 





Although the film itself has played 
| throughout the country and is now 


|virtually out of distribution, the 
| Non-Sectarian Anti-Nazi League is 


pushing its court battle to have ‘Sieg 
im Westen’ (‘Victory in the West’) 
declared a feature and ‘not a news- 
reel. If it were placed in the former 
category, instead of the latter, it 
would be subject to censorship and 
there would be reason for preventing 
its exhibition, Anti-Nazi League 
claims. 

League wants to make a test case 
of ‘Sieg’ so that there will be a basis 
for judging future pictures. It 
therefore appealed to the Appellate 
Division of the N.Y. Supreme Court 
at Albany yesterday (Tuesday) a 
decision by a lower court last Au- 
guest holding ‘Sieg’ a newsreel. 

Anti-Nazi group claims the Ger- 
man propaganda pic is a feature- 
length film which ‘tends to incite to 
crime’ and should be held up on that 
ground. 





Stockholders Meetings Are Expected 
To Air Plenty of Repercussions 
On the Bioff and Browne Payoffs 





Cowdin’s Siesta 


J. Cheever Cowdin, chairman Uni- 
versal board of directors, left for 
a four-week vacation Saturday (15) 
following the sales convention at the 
Hotel Astor, N.Y. 


He returns to New York prior to 
leaving for the Coast around the end 
of next month to sit in on 1942-43 
production lineup. 


Blackout in Ga. 
As Result Of 
Dixie Drought 








Atlanta, Ga., Nov. 18. 
Lack of rain which is drying 
power reservoir lakes has netes- 
sitated a blackout ban by the Of- 
fice of Production Management in 
Georgia and six other southeastern 
states. 


The OPM office here restricted the 
lighting on marquees of theatres, 
and restricted actual motion picture 
houses and hotels to 150 watts per 
marquee. 

After two nights of blackout, ho- 
tels and theatres used lanterns hung 
on the marquees to dispel the dark- 
ness and the Rialto management 
states, by means of a large sign on a 
motor in front of the theatre, that 
their electricity is generated by a 
gasoline motor. 

Department stores and hotels are 
following suit, but the lights are dim 
and downtown Atlanta is still ghostly 
and weird looking after 6 p.m. 

Theatre owners and nite club oper- 
ators complain that the lack of lights 
on the streets considerably dampens 


children, who are facing a Christ- 
mas tree blackout, unless it rains be- 
fore Christmas. 


WANGER BACK WEST TO 











VS. PROPAGANDA FILM: 


Walter Wanger returned to the 
Coast from New York this week to 
| begin work on ‘Eagle Squadron,’ 
| which will be distributed by Uni- 
| versal on a one-picture deal he re- 
cently set with Nate Blumberg, U 
prexy. 

Universal is completely financing 
the film agg Wanger will use U stu- 
dios and facilities. It is expected to 
cost more than $1,000,000. Distribu- | 
tion is on a percentage basis, with 
the income divvied after the com- 
pany takes out production: cost and 
distribution charge. 





L. A. TON. Y. 


Annabella 

Mischa Auer. 
Lucille Bal] 

|} Joan Bennett. 
Hobart Bosworth. 
Anne Burr. 
Robert Burton. 
Robert Carson. 
Scoop Conlon. 
Edmund Grainger. 
Nils T. Graniund, 
Charles Grayson. 
Miriam Hopkins. 
Julian Johnson, 
Leonard Joy. 
Betty Kean, 

Bert Lahr. 

Jack Lait, Jr. 
Mervyn LeRoy. 
Tom Lewis. 
Albert McCleary. 
E. A. McElfresh. 
Johnny Meyer. 
Elliott Nugent. 
Tyrone Power. 
Martha Raye. 
Tom Revere. 
Murray Silverstone. 
Paul Snell. 

Rise Stevens. 
Harry Takift. 

Ed Zabel. * 





entertainment seekers’ spirits, and 
are praying for rain. 
Most concerned, however, are the | 


START ‘EAGLE’ FOR U! 





Repercussions of the George E. 
Browne-Willie Bioff payoffs by offi- 
cials of major film companies are not 
unlooked for at the first stockholder 
meetings of the corporations in- 
volved since the conviction of the 
two labor chiefs on charges of rack- 
eteering. Meetings of two of the four 
companies involved are set for next 
month, Warner Bros., on Dec. 8, 
at Wilmington, and Loew’s, Dec. 9, 
in New York. 


Stockholder sults against company 
officers and directors already have 
been filed against the other two com- 
panies mentioned in the Govern- 
ment’s indictment, Paramount and 
20th Century-Fox. Annual meetings 
of these two will not be held until 
next spring. Several such suits have 
been filed against Loew’s. 


There is speculation in the trade 
whether any action against the com- 
panies is contemplated by the Se- 
curities and Exchange Commission, 
which is reported, in some circles, to 
have investigated the audited ac- 


‘counts of the concerns that have 


been rendered to the Government 
agency during the past six years. 
Officials of the companies testified 
in the course of the Browne-Bioff 
trial that extortion. payments were 
entered on the books under various 
items, ranging from ‘travel’ and 
‘publicity’ expenses to ‘petty cash.’ 
Labor leaders refused to accept any 
payments by check, and the officials 
in every instance were pressed to 
the limit of ingenuity to account for 
the sums in a manner that would 
not reveal the true purpose of the 
payments. 

As the film company officers were 
complaining witnesses called by the 
Government to testify against Bioff 
and Browne, whose indictment and 
conviction were the first under pro- 
visions of the labor-racketeering law, 
the status of the film men is regard- 
ed in legal circles as somewhat dif- 
ferent from -what their position 
might have been under the long ex- 
isting anti-extortion statutes. 


Grapevine on Arnold 


Not much credence is given to 
rumors that Thurman Arnold, chief 
of the anti-trust division of the De- 
partment of Justice, is investigat- 
ing the ‘bundles’ to Browne and 
Bioff as any breach of the consent 
decree, which for the moment stays 
Arnold’s anti-trust suit. All the 
companies concerned in the labor 
payoffs were apprised of the others’ 
equal embarrassment under duress, 
{3 there was any concerted action 
among the film chiefs it was of a 
| nature far from conspiracy for gain 
under the law, attorneys say. 

“Third of the major companies 
| which will hold an early stockhold- 
|ers’ meeting is RKO, which may call 
}a session some time in December. 
| Regular meeting date is first Wed- 
| nesday in June, but the gathering 
| early last summer was postponed 
|for a call ‘late in the year.’ RKO 
was not listed as one of the com- 
panies specifically involved in the 
Browne-Bioff shakedown. Testimony 
was given, however, that an RKO 
theatre subsidiary had contributed 
its share in a labor pool at the time 
a jurisdictional strike was settled 
by Browne, prior to the entry of 
| Bioff as No. 1 collector. 


| 
% 








N.Y. to L.A. 


| Ed. Cashman. 

| Jack Cohn. 
Dorothy Dunn. 
George Dunning. 
S. Charles Einfeld 
John Erskine. 
Trudy Erwin. 
Henry Fonda. 
Leland Hayward. 
Katherine Hepburn. 
Jack Kirkland. 
Kay Kyser. 

John McMillin, 
Merle Oberon. 
Joan Perry, 
Margaret Sullavan. 
Lyle Taylor. 
Walier Wanger. 





SAILINGS 


Nov. 14. (Los Angeles to Singa- 
pore) Maurice Silverstein (Mari- 
posa). 


Dec. 5 (San Pndaaieee to Batavia) 
Charles Mayer (President Polk). 
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Next Month's RKO 


v 


Stockholders 


Meeting Will See Odlum, Owner Of 


38% Common, 





the Dominant Factor 


7% 





RKO Radio stockholders meeting 
in Dover, Del., first in two years, 
which is slated for next month, will 
likely see Floyd Odlum emerging 
as an even more dominating factor, 
with largest representation on the 
board of directors. Odlum already 
holds approximately 38% of the 
common in addition to the large 
blocks of preferred and will likely 
have even larger stake in RKO by 
that time. 

Meeting in December will be held 
if for no other reason than that 
shareholders were told last June 5 
this special meeting would be called 
the latter part of 1941. Under the 
reorganization plan no election of 
directors was required: for the first 
two years, initial board under 77-B 
holding office that long. When no- 
tice was sent stockholders last June 
they were told that it was deemed 
advisable to defer the usual stock- 
holders meeting until late in the 
year, thereby saving the expense of 
two sessions in 1941. 

Schaefer’s Contract 

Interest in forthcoming selection 
of directors is due to uncertainty 
surrounding contract inking of top 
executive George J. Schaefer. 

Meantime, the duties of Joseph I. 
Breen, as head of studio production; 
Charles Koerner as theatre operating 
head: and Ned Depinet in sales; have 
been clearly defined. Koerner, like 
Breen, has been given virtually free 
hand. 
are accountable to Schaefer. 


Another change in the studio pro- | 


duction setup will have the RKO- 
Pathe lot on the Coast also directly 


under Breen’s wing, shifting re- 
aponsibility from Walter Daniels, 


who now reports to Breen from that 
lot. 





GOLDWYN DUSTS 


OFF HIS OLDIES 


Hollywood, Nov. 18 

Sam Goldwyn is digging up some 
of his old pictures for reissue, but 
not through United Artists. 
date back to his early 
with that company, 
bution rights have reverted to him- 
self. 

Idea is to sell the foreign 
to the pictures outright and turn the 


Te 
aiiu 


domestic reissue over to eastern 
distributors who handle old films. 
Understood the plan goes into ef- 


fect about the first of the new year. 


No Bagnall Successor 


As G.M. for Alex Korda 


No successor to George L. Bag- 
nall as general manager of Alexan- 
der Korda’s production unit will be 


named, Steven Pallos, Kerda’s east- 
ern rep, said Monday (17). Bag- 
nall, gm. of Paramount Studios be- 


fore joining Korda, has been named 


chairman of a new United Artists 
production committee. 
Pallos explained that Korda is 


planning to go to England after com- 
pletion of ‘Jungle Book,’ on which he 
is now working, and that inasmuch 
as there will be no production for 
a time, there will be no need for 
a successor to Bagnall. 


COMPLETES THE CYCLE 
Hollywood, Nov. 18. 

‘Hit the Deck,’ Vincent Youmans’ 
‘musical version of ‘Shore Leave,’ be- 
comes ‘Shore Leave’ again in the 
RKO remzke by Dave Butler. 

Ginny Sims is being tested for the 
lead. , yrs 


a4 


All three department heads | 


7 | 
Films | 
association | 
the distri- | 


rights | 


"Eddie Darling’s Film Bid 


Eddie Darling, for many years chief 
bigtime vaudeville booker for the 
Keith circuit, has turned down an 
offer reported made him by the Co- 
lumbia studios for a talent scout 
berth. He returned east last week 
|} after spending four months on the 
| Coast. 
| Darling, 
has been in 
10 years. 


Tradeshows Get 
The Go-By From 
Coast Exhibs 





wealthy, 
around 


independently 
retirement for 





Los Angeles, Nov. 18. 
Exhibs just can’t be bothered, or 
can’t find time, for tradeshowings 
under the consent decree, according 
to a recent check on film row. 
four Metro 


Two-day showing of 





pictures drew only 20 exhibitors 
| each day. Only seven showed up 
| for one 20th-Fox 


Consensus is that the exhibs 
|prefer to buy trade press reviews. 





Nat’l Theatres May Not 
Lose Any Money By 
Shelving RKO’s ‘Kane’ 





whe 
includes Fox West 
| bought and shelved ‘Citizen Kane,’ 
may not result in any for the 
chain and possibly give RKO higher 
rental income than calculated from 
that source 


Deal 


which 


redy 


Coast, 


loss 


that RKO was to bill 
(approximately 515 
around $50,000 for 


which was the top picture In 


Understood 
the chain 
houses) for 
‘Kane,’ 


first group of five. RKO is selling 
the picture away from National 
Theatres in the higher percentage 


brackets and crediting National with 
the proceeds. Anything over $50,000 
reverts to the distrib. 


PAR AND SKOURAS SET 
2 BLOCKS OF 5 PIX 





| Agreement 


has been reached on 
deals covering Paramount’s first two 
of 1941-42 releases (10 pic- 
Fox-West Coast, Fox 


blocks 


tures) with 


Midwest. Fox Intermountain, Fox 
Wisconsin and Evergreen State The- 
atres. which form the National The- 
atres chain 

Accord on the deals was reat hed 
following a rupture of negotiations 


and decision of Par to sell 
turn followed by overtures 
Spyros Skouras to resume dealing. 
| Charles M. Reagan, assistant general 
sales manager for Par, 
visited Milwaukee, Kansas City, 
Denver and Los Angeles to set up 
the deals. 





—— 


Walsh Seconding Flynn 


Hollywood, Nov. 18 
Raoul Walsh Errol Flynn 
work together again as director and 
star in ‘Gentleman Jim,’ the life story 
of James J. Corbett, at Warners. 
Pair recently finished ‘They Died 
With Their Boots On’ at the same 
| stidio. nies 


and 


National Theatres, | 


personally | 


UNFREEZING T 
HELP 41H OUR. 


Nearly $8,000,000 Windfall 
From London Last Month 
to Sweeten Year’s Earn- 
ings of 20th-Fox, RKO and 
U the Most—Metro and 
Warners’ Allocations Fall 
in First Quarter of New 
Fiscal Years 


‘ — 








PAR NET $9,000,000? 


Queene 


Receipt of. nearly $8,000,000 last 
month by eight major film companies 
from Great Britain, representing 
about a fourth of U. S. distributor 
revenue previously frozen there, 
will sweeten final quarter earnings 
statements of many majors this year. 
Universal, 20th-Fox, RKO and Par- 
amount likely will reflect this addi- 
tional money to the greatest extent 
because at least three have taken 
into consideration this frozen coin 
setup in previous financial reports. 
Warner Bros., Loew’s (Metro) and 
Columbia would do likewise, except 
for the fact that their fiscal years 
do not end in December, 


As result of this windfall caused 
by the remittance of additional rev- 
enue from Britain, 20th-Fox will add 
$1,463,000 in the fourth quarter. This, 
added to its year-end dividend from 
National Theatres (42% of whatever 
amount is declared in December), 
swell 20th-Fox net 





| 





will materially 
| profit for 1941. Hence, no matter how 
| drastic year-end adjustments may 
be, the corporation stands likely to 
receive an additional $2,000,000, aside 


and apart from its usual fourth 
quarter revenue. Such alignment 


makes its prospects for a net profit 
rosier than many other distribs, and 
is expected in Wall Street to more 
than double the $1,549,164 reported 
fe the first 39 weeks. 

The $1,463,000 was not added to 
this three-quarter report because it 
covered the period ending Sept. 27, 
| while the coin was not received from 
| Britain until late October. 20th-Fox 
always has deducted this frozen coin 
from its financial 


summaries, cor- 
|}poration presently having about 


$4,930,000 tied up in England. 
Universal’s $800,000 

Universal will add around $800,000 
in its final quarter as result of the 
unfreezing, financial year ending in 
October making it possible to include 
it in the past 12-month report. RKO 

(Continued on page 18) 


Montgomery’s Leave 


London, Nov. 18. 
Robert Montgomery has gone to 
|the U. S. on leave of absence until 
}next January. 
Monutgomery has been here on 
duty as U. S. naval attache. 








| 





F urther Realignment of UA Execs 


Yet to Come on the Heels of Naming 
Raftery Prez and Sears Sales Y. P. 





Tempus Fugit 


David O. Selznick revealed 
Monday (17) that it was his 
father, Lewis J. Selznick, who 
gave Grad Sears his first job in 
the industry—as an apprentice 
film _salesman. DOS, a one- 
fourth owner of United Artists, 
was instrumental in the appoint- 
ment this week of Sears as UA 
v.p. in charge of sales. 

Selznick likewise disclosed that 
Sears will use the office in UA 
headquarters at 729 Seventh 
avenue, N. Y., that was once the 
office of Lewis Selznick. 


Single Pix Click, 








WB May Abandon 


Duals in All NE. 


Hartford, Conn., Nov. 18 

New test policy inaugurated at the 
WB Strand, downtown first run 
house, may result in a switchover of 
Warner Bros. policy of double bills 
in New England to single features. 
House has had three _ successful | 
weeks of single feature bills and is 
still feeling around for public opinion 
before a definite singleton policy is 
decided upon. 


According to house manger James 
McCarthy, public reaction has been | 
very gratifying. Said that many 
persons have gone out of their way 
to compliment the house for not run- 
ning ‘stinkeroo’ double features. 


Archbishop McNicholas 
Puts Pan on Films; 
Still Suggestive, Sexy’ 





Philadelphia, 

Most Rev. John T. MeNicholas, 
Archbishop of Cincinnati, today | 
(Tuesday) criticized motion pictures, | 
stating he does not think them much 
better than they were at the height | 
of the campaign waged by the Le- 
gion of Decency, of which he is na- 
tional director. He spoke at the 
Hotel Bellevue-Stratford at the final 
meeting of the Congress of the Con- 
fraternity of the Christian Doctrine. 
Although the meeting subject was 
supposed to be the New Testament, 
Bishop McNicholas added a castiga- | 

(Continued on page 13) 


Nov. 18. | 





away, in} 
from | 


United Artists Productions, Inc., 
|may turn out eight to 10 films next 
season. Arthur W. Kelly said he is 
making plans fomwthat many pictures 
| by the wholly-owned United Artists 
| subsid and will submit them shortly 
to UA’s new exec and production 
committees for approval. Kelly is 
the newly-named chairman of the fi- 
ance committee, with the job of find- 
| ing funds for UA’s productions, 
These eight to 10 pictures, Kelly 
declared, w the backbone 
of the company 
will be in the mediumly expensive 
class, running around $650,000 each, 
with the super-colossals left for UA’s 
individual producers, said Kelly 
The films will be 
(Continued on page 
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United Artists to Produce 8 to 10 
Pictures Next Year, Says Kelly 





NOT SET IF GOLDWYN’S _ 
GEHRIG PIC GOES RKO 


Though Samuel Goldwyn had 
planned to deliver a third picture | 
for RKO distribution no deal has 
yet been signed for the Lou Gehrig | 
yarn, which Paul Gallico is 


cur- 

rently scripting for Goldwyn. 
Producer and Walt Disney origi- 
nally planned to make the Hans 


Christian Anderson story for RKO 
s third, but | 


distribution as Goldwyn’ 
for this fell through. 
No distribution contract 


for the 


ised to balance | Gehrig yarn has yet been inked, } list 


frdOm accounts. 
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|econtained in 
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Naming of Edward C. Raftery as 
president and Grad Sears as v.p. in 
charge of sales for United Artists on 
Monday (17) is being viewed by the 
trade as a pro tem arrangment that 
will allow many changes in the 
company before a permanent staff of 
top execs and aides is arrived at. 

With a headless UA rapidly slip- 
ping into a demoralized state in the 
eyes of its own employees, exhibi- 
tors and public, it was felt impera- 
tive to get a president—and quick. 
Sears is understood to have been 
vetoed for the job by at least one of 
the four UA owners, so a stop-gap 
compromise was reached. 


Raftery, a war-horse for the 
company, whose law firm has been 
counsel for UA since its inception 
some 22 years ago, was thus drafted. 
His high standing in the industry 
makes him a good choice for pres- 
tige, it is said, while his continuation 
of his law practice makes it easy for 
|him to step out of the presidency 
without embarrassment if and when 
someone else is selected. He has no 
| contract in his new post. 
| Sears, whose resignation as War- 
| ner Bros. sales chief two weeks ago, 
| penataee from negotiations with UA 
| that originally failed to jell, is seen 
|as a possibility for the UA presi- 
|dency after a period in the lesser job. 
Should the ‘trygut’ prove successful 
enough, it is thought that objections 
|to him with UA’s ownership could be 
; Overcome. He is under a five-year 
|pact to the company. He’s said to 
be getting $2,000 a week, same as he 
received from WB, but with the 
added spur of a percentage of profits, 
Arthur Kelly, Laudy Lawrence 
Other 





changes and appointments 
Monday’s announce- 
ment include 

Arthur W. Kelly, who has been op- 
erating head of the company in the 
absence of a president recently, con- 
tinues as a v.p. amd has also been 
named chairman of the finance com- 
will have charge of ob- 
taining financing and banking for 
UA and its producers. 

Laudy Lawrence was named v.p. 
and execut*ve coordinator. ‘One of 
his principal functions,’ it was said, 
‘will be that of supervision of the 
foreign department.’ He stated, ac- 
cording to the official UA release, 
that Walter Gould would continue in 
charge of the foreign department and 
that no immediate changes are con- 
templated in the personnel of the 27 
abroad. Lawrence was 
g.m. of European operations for 
Metro for many years and only a few 
week » became assistant to David 
O. Selznick, post which he will re- 
linquish for his new duties. 

2 Executive Committees 

Two committees within UA were 
named, one to handle exec matters 
formerly handled in large part by 
the board, and the other a produc- 
tion body to operate in Hollywood 
On the first will be Raftery, Sears, 
Kelly and Lawrence 

Production 


1leagea Dy 


committee wil be 
Bagnall, who 
is resigning as g.m. of 
Korda’s 
JOD 
Artists Production 
the former Walter 

recently 
proauce 


George L. 
Alexande1 
unit to give full time to the 
United 
, Inc., which is 
Wans 


bought out 


His group will operate 


ye unit tnat 


by UA to 


pix under its own banner. 
Bagnall, in addition, will negotiate 
with new producers and will act 


as liaison man between UA and the 


indie film-makers in its fold. 
Each of the four UA owners, 
Selznick, Korda, Mary Pickford 


and Charles Chaplin, will nanie a 


rep to Bagnall’s committee to give 


it a membership of five. Dan 


| O'Shea, exec v.p. of Selznick’s unit, 
| has been designated to serve for him 


and the others will be named within 
the week, it is said. 
Carl Leserman 

Further changes in-the UA satup 
foreshadowed by. the absence 
of Carl Leserman’s name from the 
of new, appointees.,.. Leserman 
(Continued on page 22) 
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Gross Revenue Hikes, But Net Lags 
Among American Film Firms Due To 
Increased Taxes, Operating Costs 








Gross revenue of virtually every 
American film company is way up 
compared with a year ago, but cur- 
rently the net income is lagging far 
behind expectations in most cases. 
Higher taxes, with theatre circuits 
particularly hard hit because of 
upped state tariffs; increased wages, 
larger outlay for nearly every article 
going into the cost of operations and 
continued freezing of U. S. dis- 
tributor revenues in the British 
Empire countries all contribute to 
this situation. 

Financial circles point to many re- 
cent company reports where they 
have reported 100% improvement in 
gross revenue and then have fin- 
ished with a net profit below 1940. 
Careful watching of corners on pro- 
duction, distribution and exhibition, 
however, will enable most film 
companies to better 1940 earnings 
despite these additional burdens. 

While major pic companies having 
theatre circuits or exhibitor af- 
filiations escape much of the cus- 
tomary heavy excess profits tax rap, 
revenue from theatre operations 
has been running barely even or 
below 1940. Companies with nu- 
merous theatre affiliations are able 
to forego large excess profits taxes 
because they’re permitted to figure 
payments on their heavy invested 
capital, which narrows the excess 
profits bite. 

Indication of what taxation and 
higher costs mean to film circuits 
was tipped off in Paramount’s re- 
cent financial report. It showed 
$1,300,000 coming from partially 
owned non - consolidated subsids 
(theatre companies mostly) in the 
first nine months this year, while 


last year the corresponding period | 


gave the company $1,355,000 from 
the same source. 

National Theatres is eredited with 
gross earnings currently running 
ahead of both 1940 and 1939, yet few 
officials of the company believe the 
net profit will exceed that of last 
year. Tilted taxes in every state in 
which this circuit company operates 


plus higher federal taxation is ex-| 


pected to take its toll when the 12- 
month figures are completed. Such 
situation, of course, affects 20th-Fox 
net profit for the year because re- 
ceiving 42% of the usual December 
dividend melon slicing. 


“vt 


Record Shooting Sked For . 


| 20th Fury,’ 103 Days 





Hollywood, Nov. 18. 
Longest shooting schedule in the 
| history of 20th-Fox wound up with 
ithe completion of ‘Son of Fury.’ 
|'which consumed 103 days and a 
| budget estimated at more than $1,- 
| 500,000. 


Tyrone Power, Gene Tierney and 
Frances Farmer topped the cast, 
with Darryl Zanuck listed as pro- 
ducer, William Perlberg as associate 
producer and John Cromwell as di- 
rector. 





TO HAVE EDGE 
OVER ODEON 


St. John, N. B., Nov. 18. 

Indications point to Famous Play- 
ers-Canadian taking an unexpected 
fall out of the new Od®bn theatre 
and film distribution layout. 

A maritime theatre chain, which 
Odeon looked to have sewed up, is 
now running potently toward the 
F.P.C. side in the battle between the 
two major eircuits for Dominion 
exhibiting supremacy. The reversal 
| of attitude is attributed to a number 
of elements, chief of which is the 
failure of Odeon to win control of 
Metro distribution away from F.P.C. 
Another, is the inability of Odeon to 
go through with their plans for ex- 
pansion, because of the ban on the- 
atre building, and collapse of ne- 
gotiations for operating control or 
leases of theatres already function- 
ing. Odeon has acquired only three 
theatres east of Quebec, viz, the 
Casino, in Halifax, N. S., and the 
| Capitol and Empress, in Moncton, 
|N. B. The circuit affiliation had 
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The Golden Gate Ajar 


By BILL HALLIGAN 
San Francisco, Nov. 18. 


I was driving along the coast to 
San Diego. The morning dew was a 
bit thick for November and my cash- 
| mere coat felt snug and warm like 
la baker’s workroom. I saw a bum 
with a large thumb pointing toward 
the Hebrides and I stopped to pick 
him up. His nose looked like a 
tomato surprise and his thin sack 
coat was fastened with a woman's 
coat buckle. He looked like Nat 
Wills in his heyday. When he got in 
the car I got a whiff of a hangover 
like a Bowery bouquet. 


‘This San Clemente a tough 
place to get a drink in,’ he said. 
‘Especially on a Sunday morning. I 
got 15c and I need a drink.’ 

He told me that he spent the night 
on the beach at Dana Point. I 
thought of the two extra blankets at 
home and the fog leaving Long 
Beach. It must have been a tough 
night for the old man. 

‘I feel worse than if I had been in 

a battle,’ he said. ‘I got two big 
| blisters on my feet from walking and 
it’s sure a relief to sit down. I came 
out to this country in the 1880s and 
drove my own span of cobs down 
this road with my new bride. Just 
came down from Nome where every- 
body was broke. Yes, sir, things has 
changed quite a bit. Funny thing, 
the older you get the more you live 
in the past. I am 76 and can’t stand 
these nights so well anymore.’ 

I took a look at him and brother 
he sure was a tough old man. The 
night he spent on that beach would 
have given Johnny Weismuller 
pneumonia. 

‘I just came down from Frisco,’ 
he said, ‘and that town has changed 
a whole lot since I first walked into 
the old Palace hotel. I seen the open- 
ing night there and they must have 
been a million bugs buzzing around 
the big chandelier in the lobby. 
They swept them up in piles like a 
lot of rubbish. They was the first 
electric lights in California. A feller 
says to me, ‘them bugs is sure fool- 
ish buzzing around them lights and 
getting singed.’ I says, ‘that may be, 
that may be but them bugs is get- 
ting more of a thrill in two minutes 
than a mud turtle would get in 30 
years. I guess that’s as good a 
philosophy as any. 

I thought of what he had said 
about San Francisco. I came down 
from there last week. It’s just a 
memory. They have torn down the 
old Orpheum. There is a deli- 
| catessen store at the corner of Ellis 
fand O’Farrell. There are waitreses 
|in the St. Francis bar and Herbert’s 














is 








{flats on 14th street, Cooks? 


been banked on by Odeon, and the/ is now called The Back Stage, where 





Keith - Albee - Orpheum, principal | ;78,,270UP, would be a severe blow | It’s a far cry from the days of Clem 
theatre subsid, recently reported its to the junior Dominion-wide linkup. | McCarthy, Hype Igoe, Jack Gleason 
net profit as running about $120,000 The maritime chain has been|and Jimmy Britt. There were ex- 
behind 1940 in the Seek 20 wanton offered four houses from the F.P.C. actly three New Yorkers in town— 
this year. | chain for operation, but difficulties| Paul Whiteman at the Palace; Tay- 

have developed at three of these. be-|lor Holmes at the Curran in ‘The 
| cause of objections from the owners,| Man Who Came to Dinner’ (and by 
who want to continue as part of the 'the way he looks like a good choice 
| F.P.C. network instead of going sub-|for the part; the rest of them 


SEC and Treasury Dept. | F» 
sidiary. The fourth house is owned}are stout hearty fellows: Alex 
OK Pathe-DuP ont Swap by F.P.C. The change in stand by | Woollcott, Monty Woolley and Laird 


| the maritime circuit, if it becomes! Cregar, all lads who should be on 
| iron-bound as now indicated, might| a diet) and last but not least, the 
Approval was given the Pathe | bring some repercussions. | little dynamo of the sport praise 
Film-E. I. DuPont stock swap plant| The negotiations are being handled | 2gents, Francis Xavier Albertanti, a 
both by the Securities & Exchange | personally by J. J. Fitzgibbons, the| Tefugee from the 20th Century 
Commission and the Treasury el Si F.P.C. prexy. Sporting Club and now space- 
partment last week, making the ex- grabber for the Bay Meadows race 
change of shares operative immedi- | course, 
ately. By terms of the plan Pathe | Leo Morrison Set Back | Albertanti wants to return to New 


Film common shareholders will get | | York and that’s the way New York 
one share of Du Pont common for | In SAG-John Wayne Case | feels about it too. I spent an hour 
Hollywood, Nov. 18. | 











every 10.3 shares of Pathe common. | or so in Lefty O’Doul’s bar, the only 
Stock is going out at once, with dis- | cosmopolitan lace in the tow 

cet ° “,| Feder rj | a 7 ae 

tribution expected to be completed | 4.,; al Judge Leon Yankwich has | Tommy Laird, the best sports writer 

| denied Leo Morrison’s petition for a on the Coast, was there and we 

temporary injunction to hobble the | S a 


by the end of the month. 
Commissioner of Internal Revenue | talked about Skip Madigan and th 
. Scre ° x rites c b ¢ p Le lpa anc e 
ruled that there would be no tax to| een Actors Guild in its threat to 


ITO of Ohio Gets Whimsical 


Independent Theatre Owners of Ohio is taking a series of comical 
but dirty digs at the film business, particularly the major companies, 
on a card mailed members announcing the 1941 convention set for 
Nov. 25-26 at Columbus. 

Outstanding questions and items of six listed (with answers prom- 
ised at convention) are: 

Why are film rentals so low this season? 

Is Senator Gerald Nye the right man to replace Will Hays? 

Has the ‘Bundles-for-Britain’' movement suffered because of the 
‘Bundles-for-Bioff incident? 

Hear Prof. N.O. Brains discuss ‘How to Get an Adjustment from 
Paramount Without Congressional Action.’ . 

Why does Metro make the best ‘shorts’ and then pass ’em up in 
their own Loew theatres for lousy second features? (Note: Many 
Loew theatres in Ohio now are running double-feature.) 


Lefty Sees Plenty to Be Thankful 
For—Even Those Old Boarding Houses 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


Coolacres, Cal., Nov. 18. 




















Dear Joe: 

Well, here’s another double-header Thanksgiving around and it seems 
that it was only yesterday that I was wiping off the cranberry sauce from 
Junior’s face. They seem to have a faster calendar these days than when 
I was a youngster, Christmas and vacation time used to be awfully slow 
in coming, but new it comes faster than tax payments. 

Me and Aggie were talking it over the other night how thankful we all 
ought to be being in a country like this and, with all our beefing about 
bad business and bad pictures, we're still better off than a lot of people 
in this world who have no pictures, no business and can’t even open their 
mouths to beef. And me and Aggie specially got a lot to be thankful for, 
for we’re thankful we got our little theatre in a place like Coolacres. It 
could be much worse. It coulda been in Youngstown. We're also thank- 
ful for being well, outside of replacing a few odd parts that we've used 
for years like teeth, eyes and hair we're plenty healthy. Me and Aggie 
done pretty good for a couple of ‘double-Fifth-Ave.’ muggs. 

We're thankful that we got some swell memories of the old days. The 
youngsters today don’t have to go through what we had to go through. 
Taking chances of being cancelled after the first show, being stranded in 
some jerkwater town. Living in lousy boarding houses where the roaches 
were as big as Mickey Mouse. I remember one place that had a lot of 
rats. One night I came in late after being with the boys, and there at 
the head of the stairs was a big rat with his arms folded, saying: ‘Where’s 
me rent?’ 

Okay Boarding Houses 

Some were pretty good and some plenty good. I mean the boarding 
houses, not the rats. Remember Edmunds Flats on 8th avenue, Tobins 
Remember Mother Howard’s and Sparrows 
in Baltimore? Three meals a day and an ‘after,’ which meant an after- 
theatre lunch, a bottle of beer and a sandwich. We sure should be thank- 
ful that we don’t have to play those dumps with dressing rooms in the 
cellars where the coal bin was tire star dressing room. Us exhibitors 
should be thankful for Mickey Rooneys, a Gable and a Bette Davis. They 
kinda help remove the red outta your eyes after crying over those B 
pictures that sting you. Yes sir, we got a lot to be thankful for. 

I must tell you one a dame pulled the other night that was a pip. She 
came to the box office after the show and asked for me. I said, “What 
can I do for you, madam?’ And sFe said, ‘I was in to see your show and 
here’s a dish for you.’ And she handed me a dish. I said, ‘What’s the 
idea?’ And she said, ‘When I used to come here and see a bad picture you 
used to give me a dish, now I guess you're outta dishes on account of 
priorities or somethin’, so here is one of your dishes back and we are 
even.’ I still don’t know what to make of it. I told Aggie about it and 
sed she must be screwy, and Aggie sed, ‘I saw the picture and if I'd a paid 
good coin for it like that woman did, I’d a not only given you the dish, 
I'd a thrown it at you.’ 

Praying for “Cohan 

Well, I hear our old pal George M. Cohan has been pretty sick but is 
getting along fine now. Me and Aggie bend the knee for him every night; 
he’s a great little guy and the top man of all show business. I remember 
the time years ago when he did an act with his family and he had an 
argument with them about some piece of business in the act while travel- 
ing in a train, so he went and sat himself in the smoker and sulked. The 
conductor came along and sed, ‘Tickets?? And George said, ‘Company.’ 
And the conductor asked, ‘What company?’ And George sed, ‘The damndest 
company I’ve ever been with.’ I’m sure waitin’ to see the picture they're 
making of his life. Cagney is a great choice for the lead, but I wouldda 
liked to have seen Dave Mallen get a crack at it. He’s been doing Cohan 
for 30 years and good, too. George once saw him do an imitation of him- 
self and sed, ‘Gee, I don’t think I was ever that clever.’ If you see George 
give him our love. There’s another guy show business should be thankful 


for. 
That’s all the news I got to shove your way for now, best to the gang, 
sez, Your pal, 


Lefty, 
P. S. Ashley Buck sez: ‘People that talk behind your back spoil the 


EXTRAS IN OCT. 
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Studio Contracts 











Pathe stockholders on receipt of 


their new Du Pont stock while the | 


SEC held that the plan was fair and 
equitable. Under the plan, Pathe’s 
interest in Du Pont Film manufac- 
turing was handled via the sale of its 
common in the latter firm for Du 
Pont (parent corporation) common 
shares. Then these common shares 
were to be exchanged for stock held 
by Pathe common stockholders. 
Another part of the plan calls for 
Pathe Film preferred being re- 
deemed in full. Final step will be 
the dissolution of Pathe Film as a 


corporation, with only Pathe Labora- | 


tories, the operating corporation for 
the halding company, staying in the 
field. Pathe Labs earries on the 
original printing business of Pathe 
Film. 

Phillips, Nizer, Benjamin & Krim, 
law firm, represented Pathe in all 
dealings, om plan... , 


| discipline him, as a result of a con- 
| troversy arising over John Wayne's 
defection from the Morrison list. 

Morrison claims that SAG threat- 
ened to punish him if he didn’t with- 
draw his damage suit against Feld- 
man-Blum agency and Marlene Die- 
trich. Though challenging the au- 
thority of the SAG to arbitrate his 
right to sue over a contract dispute, 
Morrison had nonetheless appointed 
Alfred Bartlett as his arbiter. The 
latter and Kemper Campbell, the 
SAG arbiter, will pick the third man 
to sit in on the controversy. 


In his decision against Morrison, 
Judge Yankwich ruled that it is not 
the function of a declaratory judg- 
meat to allay a person’s fear of 
something that may or may not hap- 
pen to him. The way was left open, 
however, for Morrison to apply for 
a permanent injunction should dis- 
ciplinary action be taken. f 





defunct million dollar Oakland race- 
track. What the track needs is a 
| banker instead of a football coach. 
| I promised to look into the matter. 

There isn’t much local show busi- 
ness. Mayris Chaney, the lovely 
danseuse, has the edge. She has sev- 
eral dance groups and.they are 
merely wonderful. They work every 
year at Cal-Neva, a gorgeous Ne- 
vada resort that makes Saratoga 
look like a hot-dog stand. She gets 
all the work hereabouts and rightly 
so, Her girls have a touch of Zieg- 
feld and are an asset to any smart 
cafe (Ben Marden, please note). 

Joe Penner’s widow brought a 
troupe up from L. A. and they were 
surprisingly good. Mrs. Penner 
knows her terpsichore. She was a 
Fanchon & Marco pony once herself. 
The new bridge is a marvel. Runs 
for five miles and it’s only a quarter 
toll. 

The Holland. Tube is 50c, but I 





Hollywood, Nov. 18. 

Basil Walker’s player contract re- 
newed for one year by 20th-Fox. 

Janis Carter’s player option picked 
up by 20th-Fox. 

Violet Church, Claire James, Edna 
Mae Jones, Mary Scott and Virginia 
Maples, members of the ‘Rise and 
Shine’ sextet, drew option lifts at 
20th-F ox. 

James Whitling inked player pact 
at Metro. 

Billy Wilder’s writer contract re- 
newed by Paramount. 

Joseph Lilley drew an option lift 
as composer and conductor at Para- 
mount. 

Theodore St. John signed to Para- 
mount scripting ticket. 





guess it’s worth the extra quarter to 
come out of it into New York. One 
of these days that’s just what I will 








be doing—I hope. 


DOUBLE “40, 
$326,002 


Hollywood, Nov. 18, 

October take for extras reached 
$326,502, or twice that earned 
same month last year. Daily aver- 
age was $11.72. 

Dress extras showed biggest 
crease with total placements 
month at 27,860. 


RKO Lapses Gloria 


Hollywood, Nov. 18. 
Following decision not to use 
Gloria Swanson in another pictur@ 
RKO has let her option lapse. She 
remains in New York pending fur- 











ther engagements 
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Priorities 


a New Bugaboo for 
Exhibs; Some See Its Benefits 


+ 


+ 











Old Man Priorities is the latest 
bugaboo to give exhibitors the jit- 
ters because they’re uncertain just 
how deeply Government priorities 
regulations will sway business. Some 
exhibs fear it may dislocate busi- 
ness to such an extent, or boost liv- 
ing costs so tremendously, that it is 
certain to cut deeply into theatre 
grosses. 

Others take the opposite view, 
feeling that the removal of such 
articles as refrigerators, motor cars, 
and numerous others from the mar- 
ket on a big scale will give potential] 
cinema patrons more coin to spend 
at the theatre. This, together with 
high expenditures for national de- 
fense, they claim, will overcome 
losses suffered by numerous small 
businesses being forced to shutter. 

Greatest apparent threat to the 
motion picture theatre’s boxoffice is 
the development which may force 
certain industries to operate only on 
a part-time basis. One instance re- 
ported last week, and in an indusiry 
least expected to be affected, when 
shortage of scrap paper forced a 
carton manufacturer at Battle Creek, 
Mich., to lay off the entire staff of 
700 six days in the next two weeks. 
Lack of scrap iron has shut down 
many furnaces already in Ohio and 
OPM officials predict that there must 
be further curtailment in automo- | 
bile production. | ¢ 

With instances cropping out all 
over the U. S., where businesses | 
making everyday articles are forced 
to trim operations or shut down tight, 
because of inability to get raw stock, 
it is bound to have some effect. Es- 

(Continued on page 22) 


20th in 39 Weeks Goes 
From a $1,075,611 Loss| 
To Profit of $1,549,164 


} 





improvement of | 
first three quar-| 


Showing an 
$2,624,775 over the 
ters of 1940, 20th-Fox last week re-| 
ported net income of $1,549,164 for | 
the first 39 weeks of this 
compared with a loss of $1,075,611 in 
corresponding period last year. The 
profit 6 net less 
reported by the full 
year of 1940. 

Unusually strong showing was 
made by the corporation despite 
$3,150,000 set aside as reserve for| 
foreign assets, or more than was 
provided during all of 1940. The 
company did not include $1,463,000, 
company’s share of frozen funds in 
Great Britain that were remitted to 
N. Y. last month because report | 
cOvers period ending Sept. 27, or too | 
early to include this sum. 

Company's third quarter 
dated net profit amounted to $687,- 
886, as compared with -a $1,192,824 
loss in the third quarter of 1940. 
No part of earnings on National The- 
atres Corp., in which 20th-Fox holds 


year, as 


compares with $517.33 
20th-Fox for 


consoli- 


a substantial stake, are included in 
the earnings figures, since no d 
dends were declared by N 
the first 39 weeks of eithe 
Total income wa listed as $33 
483,247 for the period covere y 
itement Amortization of p 
ducti and other cost figured 
the eate item of expense—$18 
381,476 while operating expenses olf 
exchange head office, administra- 


tive expenses, etc., totaled $7,972.028 
Report covered ="! 20th-Fox whol- 
ly-owned subsids excepting Rox) 
Theatre, Inc. 
20th-Fox Earnings, 1935-40 
Net profit, except as noted: (*) deficit, 


Sa vébivcdcsevetees wee. $3,090,135 
ML 66 dbke ote eererrrres 7,722,955 | 
Oe errr A 
_. EN rere 
BARR ee id 4,663,009 
NA We dco es SO oe niclein ees *517,336 
(1940 by Quarters 
First Second Third Fourth | 

Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 


$353,376 *$236,163 *$1,192,824 $558.275 


(1941 by Quarters) 
First Second Third Fourth 
Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 
$404,089 $457,189 $687,886 © ......| 


vv; 


| theatres to give extra shows to take | 


| of those in the service of the ‘arsenal 


| on weekends off. 


} not rely 


| full flush of spending and plan keep- | 
| ing open 


| niteries and safes on profit side with 


‘V’ Platters 


First of 33 recordings of Holly- 
wood screen stars has been 
broadcast by British Broadcast- 
ing Corp., Charles Boyer’s mes- 
sage to British people being 
initial disc. Ben Lyon, former 
U. S. screen star now in films 
and radio in England, made the 
recordings when he was in U. S. 
a short time ago. 

One of them is a recording of 
Fred Astaire tapping out ‘V’ for 
British victory. 








nee 


Defense Workers’ 


Weekend Sprees 
Boom Coast Also 


Hollywood, Nov. 18. 
play being given picture 
houses over weekends by defense 
workers and trainees on furloughs 
from jobs or camps has forced some | 








Heavy 


care of long queues. Spending mood 
has boosted Saturday 
and Sunday to around 60% 
of the week’s gross in this territory. 


of democracy’ 


pusiness 


Population in this area has been 
swelled considerably by defense 
plants and nearby cantonments. 


Theatres managers report that work- 
ers often crowd four or five pictures 
into their two days of recreation, 
while soldiers also make for theatres 


Business is light on other five days, 
except at neighborhoods which do 
on plant workers or uni- 
formed furloughees. Downtown de- 
partment stores are also feeling the 


nights between now and 
Christmas to cut in on loose spend- 
ing. Weekend play is keeping many 
exhausting supplies at the 
straight eateries 

Merchants look forward to one of 
the biggest holiday seasons in years. 


demand 





CRESCENT AVERS U.S. 
HASN'T PROVED A CASE 


Nashville, Nov. 18. 
Crescent Amus. Co. filed main brief | 
Saturday (15) in U. S. District Court, | 
declaring that the Government had 
failed to prove coercion by Crescent 
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Ben Fish Pinch-Hits 
For Goldwyn’ s Mulvey ° 





James A. Mulvey’s duties as east-| 
ern representative for Sam Goldwyn 
will be in the hands of Ben Fish, 
while Mulvey is away in Florida 
three weeks or longer recuperating | 
from a hospital siege. Fish, who is 
Goldwyn’s brother, was for years 
western district manager for United, 
Artists, headquartering at Los An-| 
geles, 

Following an appendix operation 


and complications, Mulvey checked | 


| out of the hospital Saturday (15) and | 
| left the next day for 


Florida to re-| 


i cuperate. | 


WOBBER DEFENDS SELLERS 





DAYS 20- 
MEN DOING JOB 


Contrasts 1941-42 Achieve- 
ments in Film Peddling as 
Against the Past Two 
Years — 


a 
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SCHENCK’S PEP TALK 








The sales department of 20th-Fox 
has no the | 
especially in view 


apologies to make to 
production forces, 
of the poor product it had to market 
during the 1939-40 and 1940-41 sea- 
sons, Herman Wobber is reported to 
have said at the sales meeting held 
in New York a week ago. 

Statement was in the nature of de- 
fending his distribution branch, after 
Joseph M. Schenck, addressing the 
session, had expressed displeasure 
over the contracts that were being 
accepted and the rentals received. 
Chairman of the board of 20th, who 
spends most all his time at the 
studio, is said to have felt that there 
should be more deals on percentage. 

Wobber had just finished making 
his speech to the assembled mem- 
bers of the sales force, inciuding | 
eastern branch managers, salesmen, 
bookers, etc., when Schenck showed 
up. Schenck assumedly did not 
know that Wobber had praised the 
sales people under him for the re- 
sults shown on this year’s film, add- 
ing that he thought he had the | 
brainiest salesmen in the business. 

After Schenck had taken them to | 
task, Wobber jumped to their de- 
fense and politely told the chairman 
of the board, from accounts, road 
they had no apologies to make to the 
studio either on sales being made 
this season or for the pictures turned 
over to them the past two years. 

Twentieth-Fox is understood to be 
ahead of all other distribs this year 
in the number of contracts that have 
been inked. 

















Leisen directing. 
Shooting starts Nov. 

| thereafter as Miss Russell 

from her Havana honeymoon. 


24, or as soon | 
returns 


Kani Pans Hollywood's ‘Apathy 


On Nat'l Defense, Crowther Agrees: 
Cowan Defends; Ernst on Censorship 


‘+ 








Calling film producers ‘apathetic’ 
and ‘uninformed,’ Garson Kanin de- 
|; Clared that ‘the recent Senate inves- 


Howe Heads NBR’ 


Quincy Howe, Simon & Schuster tigation was a farce because the 
editor and news commentator on | producers, instead of producing too 
WQXR, N.Y., has been named presi- | ™2"y pictures which might have 
dent of the National Board of Re- propaganda value, have in reality 
view of Motion Pictures. He suc- done nothing in the interests of na- 
jceeds Dr. A. A. Brill. | Sonal defense.’ 

Howe, a former managing ed- |! Kanin spoke before 300 delegates 

’ c 5 4 - . ; 7 ) 
: sar jat the 18th annual conference of the 
| itor of The Living Age, was on the National Board of Review M , 
ictal of the Atlstic Menlily afin... 6. Gee ae 
ries - : Y anc) Pictures in New York last week 
was later associated with the Pedlar | Former fi dicate tte onlay og 
;}& Ryan ad agency before joining | recta wanda > wt cals Phar ee 
S&S. - | year motion picture consultant on 


civilian morale in the Odice of 

c Emergency Management in Washing- 
ton. 

‘The producers have the means to 

reflect what is going on in the coun- 

try today, but because they refuse 


to be aware of the they con- 
tinue to release the same type of 
evyno @s ew movies they were making five years 
| ago,’ Kanin said. 
Star Build 


| Lester Cowan, 


crisis, 





indie producer who 
releases through Columbia, took a 
hefty swat at Kanin at a National 
Board session the following day. 


‘Favorite Pastime’ 


anin was indulging in his favor- 
| Plans to develop new stellar names | jte pastime of taking a potshot at 
from within the organization and | those in charge of production and 
build additional producer-director blaming all the faults of the movies 


units such as Lubin-Abbott & Cos- | oy 
tello were stressed by Matty Fox and | 
Nate Blumberg at the Universal sales 


convention at the Hotel Astor, N. Y. 


them,’ Cowan declared. ‘It may 
be true that producers are apathetie, 
(Continued on page 29) 


over the weekend. Studio will re- | 

portedly spot Robert Stack, Robert | ? 

Cummings and other’ promising RKO $ Net of $644, 744 
young players into its high-budget 

pictures. Stack is to achieve star In 39 Weeks Doubles 


rating in forthcoming ‘Wonder Boy,’ 
which is to be produced this season. 


Profit of Last Year 





Lon Chaney, Jr., is another U 
player skedded for prominent spot- 
ting this year. The ‘Jr.’ is to be Radio-Keith-Orpheum and_ 6 sub- 
dropped in all future billing, from | sidiary companies’ net profit for the 
accounts. | first 39 weeks of present year, ended 
In line with Blumberg’s thought! Oct. 4, totalled $644,774, or more 
that ‘Exhibitor goodwill comes from | than double the $318,385 reported in 


comparabl: 
line 


This is 
company 


period last year. 
with expectations, 


exhibitor profits, 
its come from the boxoffice, 


and exhibitor prof- 
Univer- | in 


’ 





’ sal field forces were told that ‘the | showing $490,880 in an interim re- 
| company is aiming at coin-getters| port the previous week, such total 

| rather than Academy award win-| covering the first eight months. 
| ners.’ | RKO, which is the parent corpora- 
HEFTY 4] TAKE In review of production plans was tion covering both theatre and film 
mentioned that William Seiter has|subsids, made this showing despite 
been set to direct picture tentatively | less than $104,000 improvement to 
titled ‘Fired Wife,’ for which Ronald | $1,971,201 in net revenue before 
— | Colman is a possibility as male lead.| writeoffs for income tax, deprecia- 
National Theatres gross business s| 94 pret ga iggy 2: Aviaseid ‘Town Pee other charges Comparable 
a with e ndrews Sisters, | figure in first 39 weeks of 1940 was 

running steadily ahead of both last | tore Jean and Susan Miller, was | $1,867,691 
year and 1939, it was reported last/ another production discussed. It was Provision for income taxes to- 
week. If current pace is maintained | announced that shooting on Walter taled $289,266, or about $33,000 more 
it is estimated that the gross revenue | Wanger's ‘Eagle Squadron’ begins by | than in corre ponding period last 
will run several million dollars ahead Jan. 9. _ | year RKO listed only $39,501 as 
of prosperous 1940. However, actual | Universal reportedly has 18 A pic- provided as vs lends on preferred 
net profit for full year may ‘exceed | tures already set for production for shares of a ubsidiary company (ob- 
last year’s by a small margin because the 1942- 43 season. | Viously K-A-O) in the 39-week pe- 
lof the company’s huge tax bill. | Session to be held .on the Coast riod this year as contrasted to $219,- 
: Dec. 31 will determine product line- | 581 in comparable nine months last 
Besides the tilted scale National up for next year veat 
must pay in federal taxes, the the- “Among those attend ng, in addition Report form contained a note that 
atre operating corporation 18 CON-|t, Fox and Blumberg, we J. J.|} RKO would show a net ] for the 
| fronted with highe taxatio! in O’Connor. F. J. A. McCarthy Fred |53 week e) Oct. 4. amounting 
e" tate in which it operates Meyers, E. T. Gomersall, J. H. Seidel- | to $661,801, alt o explanation 
r B R Ue ‘ 
; > o.. he a J J J ; P 
I’ve Been a Bad Girl =| cheever « , , 
of ire 
. f RKO ANNUAL EARNINGS 1930-41 
H I I Net ; rae: 

F Marjorie W: f Films, A. W Perry, general man- | 1930 $3.385,628 
llowing |} restoration te 0) f E-U, and Claire Hague, U rep | 4931 5,660.77] 
| Fox payroll is the romantic lead in E U vere in from Canada for | 4939 : ere 10,695,503 

om Jane Withers starrer, ‘Not for | We conciave Nathanson, Perry and | 1933... ...., eT te ae 4.384.064 

ildren,’ to be produced by Walter | Hague pulled out Sunday (16). PE uhes Pxadevieekakeee 310.575 

Morosco. a ia i i nara [1935..... ss eeeeeeeeeeeee 684,733 

Actress was recently suspended for e ’ 1936 TTT T eT. eT ee t 2,485,911 

refusing a loanout to Republic. Music Hall S 2 UAers hens. Kboceoseneseess ecbee 1,821,166 

DES sends tuwdee sdeseee)) & 18,605 

— {- SRR teres $+ 186.495 

Take a Part, Frances Radid City Music Hall has closed 1940... . cece eee eeee, - + 695,416 

deals with United Artists for ‘To Be| First Second Third Fourth 

Hollywood, Nov. 18 Or Not to Be’ and ‘Shanghai| Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 

Paramount signed Frances Farmer; Gesture.’ Both are for dates after | $535,088 +314,269 $95,367 + $279,230 

for the second femme spot in ‘Take| Jan. 1. (1941 by Quarters) 

a Letter, Darling,’ the Rosalind} Theatre has also booked ‘The Men} First Second Third Fourth 

Russell starrer, with Fred Mac-| in Her Life’ from Columbia and is | Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 
Murray as male lead and Mitchell); in negotiation for ‘Ball of Fire,’ Sam | $643,926 +158,321 $159,169 sf 


Goldwyn production which will be 
released through RKO and _ sold 
everywhere under a separate con- 
tract. 





+ Deficit. 
{Before provision for subsidiary 
corporation preferred dividend, 
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‘Nothing awakens and improves men so much as free com- 


munications of thoughts and feelings. If men abandon the right 





of free discussion; if, awed by threats, they suppress their 
convictions; if rulers succeed in silencing ‘every voice but that 
which approves them; if nothing reaches the people but what 
would lend support to men in power—farewell to liberty. The 
form of a free government may remain, but the life, the soul, 


and substance is fled.’ 
—William Ellery Channing. 


‘You tell me that law is above freedom of utterance, and 
I reply that you can have no wise laws nor free enforcement of 
wise laws unless there is free expression of the wisdom of the 
people—and, alas, their folly with it... This state today is in 


more danger from suppression than from violence.’ 


—William Allen White (1922). 


‘The freedom of self-expression in all 
branches of show business .... 
—will be the editorial theme of the 


= 36th Anniversary Number of 


“ARIETY 


to be published late in December 


ESI 
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FILM REVIEWS 9 





“They Died With Their 
Boots On 


Warner Bros. release of Robert Fellows 
roduction, Stars Errol Flynn, Olivia de 
avilland. Directed by Raoul Walsh. 
Screenplay by Wally Klein and Aeneas 
MacKenzie; musical score, Max Steiner; 
camera, Bert Glennon; editor, William 
Holmes. Previewed in projection room, 
N. Y., Nov. 17, '41. Running time, 140 
MINS. 

George Armstrong Custer..... Errol Flynn 
Elizabeth Bacon........Olivia de Havilland 


Samuel Bacon..seceseeesess Gene Lockhart 
Fitzhugh Lee.......+- seeee..-Regis Toomey 
Major Romulus Taipe.......Stanley Ridges 
Ned Sharp.....-. ereeeee -+--Arthur Kennedy 
William Sharp......- «ose. Walter Hampden 
Gen. Phil Sheridan,..........-+.. John Litel 
Lt. Butler...... ...-George P. Huntley, Jr. 
Crazy Horse....++- eoecccces Anthony Quinn 
California SOB.000* ececeeesChariie Grapewin 
Sergeant Doolittle..........-Joseph Sawyer 
Captain Webb..... eoesececses Frank Wilcox 


Captain McCook......+.....Selmer Jackson 
Senator © iith..... «eeee.-Minor Watson 
Lt. Frazier......-+- eeee-DeWolf Hopper, Jr. 
Gen. Winfield Scott..... Sidney Greenstreet 
Callie ....-seeececee ooeeeee Hattie McDaniel 





To the list o2 high grossing west- 
erns in which Errol Flynn has 
starred against backgrounds of color- 
ful frontier history, it was inevitable 
that in due course he would appear 
in buckskin tunic as General George 
Armstrong Custer, U. S. Cavalry, and 
fall with both pistols blazing in the 
massacre at Little Big Horn. ‘They 
Died with Their Boots On’ is the 
Custer story, full of action, Indians 
and anachronisms. With Olivia de 
Havilland co-starred, there isn’t a 
space left on the marquees, nor an 
empty seat in the house. 


‘Boots’ is one of the more pre- 
tentious of the Flynn series of open 
space films and fits into the group, 
that includes ‘Dodge City,’ ‘Virginia 
City’ and ‘Santa Fe Trail” Warner 
studio has provided generously for 
the picture, in terms of a good sup- 
porting cast, hundreds of horsemen, 
and outdoor locations that bear the 
unmistakable label of lavish ex- 

enditure. Raoul Walsh directed and 

s brought to the screen all the 

ageantry and adventure that the 
Slceraphy provides, assisted by ex- 
cellent action photography furnished 
by Bert Glennon. 

They’re a long time getting to the 
tragic engagement in the Black Hills 
when Custer with a third of his 
command, numbering 264 members 
of the 7th Cavalry, fell into ambush 
and were slaughtered by the Sioux. 
Film requires two hours and 20 
minutes in unreeling, which may 
prove a hardship on American youth 
that will turn out en masse to see it. 


Among adults who know some- 
thing of the Custer story (scores of 
volumes have been written about it), 
the liberties which the _ screen 
writers have taken with well estab- 
lished and authenticated facts are 
likely to be a bit trying in spots. 
Wally Klein and Aeneas MacKenzie, 
who did the script, have retained 
Gen. Winfield Scott in command of 
the Union armies as late as Gettys- 
burg, whereas he had been deposed 
some two years earlier. But in west- 
erns these, and some other major 
errors in history and persons, mean 
little either to producers or audi- 
ences. The test of the yarn is not its 
accuracy, but its speed and excite- 
ment, Of these it has plenty. 


Much footage is given to cadet 
capers at West Point, from which 
the youthful Custer was hustled into 
the Union army at the outbreak of 
the war between the States. West 
Point then, as now, was a highly 
romantic spot and a trap for young 
women who thrill at the sight of a 
uniform. Miss de Havilland, 
many others before and since, be- 
came an army woman as soon as the 
ink was dry at Appomattox. She 
had met Flynn, who started as a 
lowly lieutenant and came out of the 
war as a brigadier general, in his 
cadet makeup. 

Audience interest picks up tensely 
when Flynn is ordered to command 
of a frontier post. Disorders with 


Indians required immedite and 
drastic action. Custer was the man 
for the emergency. There was a 


period of armistice. Then the civilian 
traders and land grabbers moved in. 
Trouble with the redskins rode with 
every covered wagon. 

In his direction, Walsh prepared 
for the all-out encounter by a series 
of incidents that led logically to the 


famous massacre. In semi-darkness 
the 7th Cavalry, with the gallant 


Custer at its head, moves from Fort 
Lincoln to join the forces of General 


Terry. Few films have matched the 
Succeeding scenes in building sus- 
pense. Actual combat with the 


Indian hordes is realistic. Custer fell | 


with his men, having been trapped 
before he reached T2rry. 


In the romantic sub-plot Miss de 
Havilland acts with spirit and gets 
something from a scene of pre- 
monition of disaster. She is at- 
tractively costumed. Her partner in 
many scenes is Hattie McDaniel, re- 
establishing their notable teaming in 
Gone with the Wind.’ 

Good support is given by Sidney 
Greenstreet, as Gen. Scott; John 
Litel, as Phil Sheridan, and Charlie 
Grapewin, as a scout. Lesser roles 
are taken by Gene Lockhart, Regis 
Toomey, Arthur Kennedy and 
Walter Hampden. 


‘Boots’ is surefire western, an 
escape from bombers, tanks and 
Gestapo. It’s American to the last 
man. F? in. 


like | 


H. M. PULHAM, ESQ. 


Metro production and release. Stars Hedy 
— Robert Young, Ruth Hussey; a 


tures Charles Coburn, Van MUHefin, y 
Holden, | Bonita Granville. Directed by 
King Vidor. Screenplay by Vidor and 


Elizabeth Hill from novel by Joha P. 
Marquand; camera, Ray June; editor, Har- 
old F. Kress; score, Bronislau aper. 
Tradeshown in N. Y. Nov. 12, ’41. Run- 
ning time: 119 MINS, 

Marvin Myles..........eeees+.Hedy Lamarr 
BEASTY PUIAMs o00600eccccee came Young 
Kay Motford.....sssecssess+-- Ruth Hussey 
Mr. Pulham, Sr......+++e++-Charles Coburn 


Bill King...... RE Sy Ere ee Van Heflin 
Te ere: Fay Holden 
Mary Pulham....seees+++-Bonita Granville 
Mr. Bullard...,.. eeeooesecee Douglas Wood 
Walter Kaufman........ »+..Charles Halton 
Rodney ‘Bo-Jo’ Brown........Leif Erikson 
Joe Bingham............ eeeeess- Phil Brown 
Hugh (the butler)..........+0.-David Clyde 
Miss Rollo. 


eC occcccecececs Sara Haden 





Metro has a surefire moneymaker 
in ‘H. M. Pulham, Esq.’ There's a 
little too much romance and not 
enough action and comedy to be 
sensational at the b.o., but the pic- 
ture can be depended upon for solid 
grosses wherever it plays, and par- 


ticularly in the more sophisticated 
and femme-populated spots. Robert 
Young, Hedy Lamarr and Ruth 
Hussey in top roles will obviously 
help. 

Add to the quality of the film itself 
the exploitation value of having been 
constructed from a yarn that (1) 
was published serially in McCall’s 
Magazine (although under the title 
‘Gone Tomorrow’), (2) was a best- 
selling book for many months, and 
(3) was reprinted in abridged form 
in Reader’s Digest. Metro estimates 
this has given it a readership of 
more than 5,000,000 people. 


What will please the book-readers 
—and probably the non-readers as 
well—is the faithfulness with which 
King Vidor and Elizabeth Hill have 
transferred the John P. Marquand 
novel to the screen. Except for a 
minor and immaterial switch in the 
finish, which makes for a more satis- 
factory, even if a bit more corny, 
ending for a picture, the story is 
substantially the ome Marquand 
wrote. 


Major defect in the celluloid ver- 
sion is the casting of Miss Lamarr 
in principal femme role, that of the 
bright young advertising copywriter 
who falls in love with Pulham in 
his youth and carries a torch for 
him for some 20 years. It’s Miss 
Lamarr’s Viennese accent which is 
jarring, although her looks and act- 
ing otherwise are tops. 

Regardless of the book, the picture 
drawn of her is a kind of all-Ameri- 
can girl. And to have a foreign 
brogue intrude is disconcerting. In 
the novel, she hails from Iowa. 
Metro apparently recognized the 
shortcoming of the accent because 
it tries to cover up with a line by 
the gal: ‘When my folks moved 
here from Europe they settled in 
Iowa.’ 

Otherwise the casting is rather 
good, except for some more-or-less 
passable overplaying in minor parts. 
Young handles with skill the title 
role, although whether it is going to 
add to his stature at the b.o. is dubi- 
ous inasmuch as the picture he is 
painting is of a slightly lethargic 
and rather dull man, and it is diffi- 
cult to dissociate the actor from the 
character. 

Pulham is of the wool-dyed Boston 
Backbay, bred in its Brahmanism 
from the day he was born, when his 
father registered him for entrance 
in St. Swithin’s School 12 years 
hence. Coming back from the war, 
he succeeds in breaking away from 
|his family to take a job in a New 
| York agency, where he and fellow- 





| copywriter Lamarr fall in love. 

| But Miss Lamarr is not of Boston 
and refuses to take to it or give up 
her career. Pulham, when his father 
| dies, finds it impossible to longer 
restrain the bonds that are drawing 
| him to the set to which he was born. 
He marries a family-approved gal, 
| Ruth Hussey, and they live the con- 
| ventional Hub humdrum until Pul- 
|ham is called upon to write a biog 
|of himself for a Harvard reunion 


land sits down to reminisce. Film 
flashes back from here to tell its 
| story. 


Van Heflin and Leif Erikson are 
| guilty of overplaying, but others 


among the lesser performers, par- 
ticularly Charles Coburn, as il- 
ham, Sr., are good. Vidor’s direc- 
tion and skillful editing keep the 


yarn progressing at a rapid clip 
| through 119 minutes. Vidor would 
have done better, however, had he 
| shaded down some of his characters 
'to avoid their verging on caricatures. 
Pic is dressed with the usual care 
of the Metro set department, and the 
occasional music by Bronislau Kaper 
|nicely points up several scenes with- 
out being intrusive. Herb. 





Title Changes 


Hollywood, Nov. 18. 
‘The Falcon Steps Out’ became 
|The Falcon Takes Over’ at RKO. 
‘The Sky Princess’ is new tag on 
|the George Pal Puppetoon, ‘The Rain 
| Beau,’ at Paramount. 
Universal switched from ‘Destiny’ 
ito ‘The Wolf*Man.’ 

‘The Yard Bird’ at Monogram was 
lengthened to ‘Snuffy Smith, the 
| Yard Bird.’ 

Republic’s ‘Behind Broadway 
| Lights,’ nee ‘Mr. District Attorney in 
| the Carter Case,’ is now “The Carter 

Case,’ with a sub-title, ‘Another Ad- 
| venture of Mr. District Attorney.’ 





Miniature Reviews 


‘They Died With Their Boots 
On’ (WB). Spectacular biog of 
General Custer. Erroll Flynn- 
Olivia deHavilland co-starred. 

‘H. M. Pulham, Esq.’ (M-G). 
Excellent picturization of John 
Marquand’s novel will be solid 
at the b.o. 





‘Rise and Shine’ (20th) (Mu- 

sical). Wacky collegiate grid 
filmusical comedy built for 
laughs. Strong b.o, 


‘Confirm Or Deny’ (20th). Poor 
romantic action item with a Lon- 
don war background; stars Don 
Ameche and Joan Bennett. 

*‘Tarzan’s Secret Treasure’ 
(M-G). Fantastic tree-swinging 
melodramatics in the African 
jungle. Will please juveniles. 

‘Marry the Boss’ Daughter’ 
(20th). Dull footage for filler 
dates in lower duals. 

‘The Perfect Snob’ (20th). 
Good programmer grooves as 
strong dual supporter in keys 
and subsequents. ; 

‘Cadet .Girl’ (20th) (with 
songs}. Tasteless romantic dish 
garnished with several songs 
that are appetizing. Lacks b.o. 

‘Top Sergeant Mulligan’ 
(Mono). Another Army yarn, but 
of the bottom grade. 

‘Wings of Victory’ (Artkino). 
Russian-made biography of 
heroic Soviet aviator, Chkalov, 
okay for foreign-language grinds. 

‘Hard Guy’ (PRC). Jack La 
Rue in gangster meller; fair ‘B.’ 

‘Boina Blanca’ (Argentine). 
Fair historical melodrama. 

‘Los Afincaos’ (Argentine). 
Disappointing Spanish-languag- 
er. 

‘El Hermano Jose’ (Argen- 
tine). So-So farce which will not 
fare well outside native land. 

‘Sonar, No Cuesta Nada’ (Ar- 
gentine). Okay box office for 
Latin American dates. 

‘Hanna I Societen’ (Swedish- 
made). Neat Svensk comedy, 
with appeal -limited to native- 
language patronage. 








RISE AND SHINE 


(MUSICAL) 
Hollywood, Nov. 15. 
20h Century-Fox release of Mark Hell- 
inger production. Stars Jack Oakie, George 
Murphy, Linda Darnell, Walter Brennan, 
Milton Berle. Directed by Allan Dwan. 


Screenplay by Herman J 
based on book, ‘My Life and 
by James Thurber; songs, 
Raiph Rainger; camera, 
jager; editor, Allen McNeil; 
Pan; musical direction, 


Mankiew!cz, 
Hard Times’ 
Leo Robin and 
Edward Cron- 
dances, Hermes 
Emil Newman. 





Tradeshown in L. A., Nov. 14, ’41. Run- 
ning time, 92 MINS, 

 auusstcicvn 0006 eee eeebe cece Jack Oakie 
Jimmy M’'Gonigle......cee.- George Murphy 
Louise Murray...... onebéaees Linda Darnell 
CEE 6 cwcicowscnes e++..Walter Brennan 
Seabiscuit ...ccccccsseccec----Milton Berle 
BEOOD esbisiscess o6ebeveces Sheldon Leonard 
Pretesser MUrray .cccccccvsccee Donald Meek 
BE Sa wale 628 6 ebb eb EAC ES Ruth Donnelly 
Colonel Bacon egeeese- Raymond Walburn 
Coach Graham....cecceccess Donald MacBride 
Sere rr ee Emma Dunn 
PROMS. ov-0 0666604006608 Charles Waldron 
Mire. RRODOPISOR. .cescescoceses Mildred Gover 
Pr eer oer William Haade 
BOS a SPeccnsccanecessceesetesess Dick Rich 
AMNOUNCEL ....ceeeees socccce John Hiestand 
Miss Pinkham..... ....Clatre Dubrey 
Professor Schnauzer........ Francis Pierlot 


og Be ee re Paul Harvey 





‘Rise and Shine’ is a typical razzle- 
dazzle filmusical of college campus 
and football—a merry melange of 
songs, dances, and wild grid per- 
formances, with sufficient romance 


and drama to tie it all together in a | 


neat package of goofy entertainment. 
Sparking hefty volt ge in the top- 
line quintet of Jack Oakie, George 


Murphy, Linda Darnell, Walter | 
Brennan and Milton Berle, picture 
will carry through as a_ strong 


wicket spinner in all runs, 


Mark Hellinger, in his first pro- | 


ducer chore since moveover to 20th 
from Warners several months ago, 


injects plenty of surefire audience | 


factors in the picture—with general 
wackiness of the entire structure 
plainly indicating to the paying 
customers that the events depicted 
are not to be taken seriously. Screw- 
ball comedy characterizations are 
ably carried by Oakie, Brennan, 
Berle, Donald Meek, Ruth Donnelly 
and Raymond Walburn. 
distinctly etched in a 
groove, with overall 
liberal supply of laughs 
customers. 

George Murphy and Linda Darnell 
team up for the romance and deliver 
respective roles in excellent style. 
Pair play straight throughout, with 
Murphy clicking solidly with a pair 


particular 


for the 


Each is | 


providing a| 





‘The Forgotten Village,’ John 
Steinbeck-Herbert Kline docu- 
mentary on Mexico, which 
opened at the Belmont, N.Y., 
yesterday (Tuesday) after being 
held up by N.Y. state censors 
since August, was previewed in 
‘Variety’ Aug. 27, 1941. ‘Strong 
for arties and OK second fea- 
ture in some situations’ was the 
appraisal. 








of deftly-delivered song and dance 


routines presented in showmanly 
style. Entire cast works with a 
spontaneity that makes the tempo 


tick along at a fast pace—with one 
brief letdown just before the cli- 
mactic football finish that hits a high 
in wacky situations. 

Despite the continual tuning on 
farcical and comedy situations, a 
familiar college story holds together 
with more compactness than is gen- 
erally the case with filmusicals. 
Oakie is a goofy and dumb grid star 
who carries his team through fan- 
tastic victories against Big Ten 
teams. Gambler decides to bet on 
Oakie during the season, and sends 
night club’ entertainer employee 
Murphy to the small town to protect 
the grid prize from mishap. He falls 
in love with Miss Darnell, and de- 
cides to settle in the college hamlet. 
In between numerous comedy se- 
quences parading Brennan as the 
veteran with romantic pitches; quip- 
dropping Berle as a gambler stooge; 
staid Meek as a_ professor with 
magician aspirations, and the ad- 
venturer team of Miss Donnelly and 
Walburn, Oakie sleepily and dumbly 
staggers through the grid season to 
the final game. When the gambler 
decides to switch bets for the last 
contest, iron-man Oakie is kid- 
napped, but rescued to get into the 
game for the final two minutes. 
Oakie’s last play climaxes the series 
of goofy razzle-dazzle happenings 
with a refreshing and roaring topper. 
He easily carries the comedy load on 
his broad shoulders. Cast is strong 
all down the line, with Hellinger 
exercising excellent judgment in the 
various assignments. 

Allan Dwan’s direction is expert 
throughout, neatly spotting the vari- 
ous song and dance numbers for 
maximum reaction. Leo Robin and 
Ralph Rainger deliver a_ strong 
group of tunes—three of collegiate 
swing tempo, ‘Men of Clayton,’ ‘Get 
Thee Behind Me Clayton’ and ‘Hail 
to Bolenciecwicz,’ with latter’s music 
likely to be picked up and utilized by 
fone or more colleges as a rally song. 
Pair of numbers, sung by Murphy 
and likely for pop attention are ‘I’m 
Making a Play for You’ and ‘Central 
Two, Two, Oh, Oh.’ ‘I Want to Be 
the Guy’ is a comedy ditty delivered 
by Oakie. 

In addition to the solo dances by 
Murphy, there are a few brief col- 
legiate campus ensembles generally 
to be expected in a picture of this 
type. Production is of A calibre 
throughout, with photography by 
Edward Cronjager uniform through- 

it. Walt. 


CONFIRM OR DENY 


Twentieth Century-Fox release of Len 
} Hammond production, Stars Don Ameche 
}and Joan LBGennett; features Roddy Mc- 
Dowall, John Loder, Raymond Walburn, 
Arthur Shields and Eric Blore. Directed 
by Archie Mayo. Story, Henry Wales and 
Samuel Fuller; screenplay, Jo Swerling; 
film editor, Robert Bischoff; camera, Leon 
Shamroy Tradeshown in N. Y. Nov. 13, 
‘41. Running time: 73 MINS, 
ol eres wre rer nr Don Ameche 
Jonnifer Carson. .ccceesessesest Joan Bennett 
Albert Perliné...iccccsces Roddy McDowall 
pe BR ae ee John Loder 
H. Cyrus Sturtevant....Raymond Walburn 
SE 6.6. 3b bw hee Fae v se cadoacnnss Arthur Shields 
Bees TROD sc 60a eet aens 6 b6eR4 Eric Blore 


London in September of last year 
| gives ‘Confirm or Deny’ a somewhat 
|realistic war background, but gen- 
|erally the picture is a dud. It will 
|not get anywhere near average busi- 
| ness in spite of the Don Ameche and 
Joan Bennett names. 

The story is weak, with the plot 
| having little on which to base action, 
|although Len Hammond, the pro- 
ducer, has covered up the deficiencies 
|to some extent with the scenes of 
ruins caused by bombing. Realistic, 
also, is the sequence in the air-raid 








| shelter. That’s not enough, how- 
|ever, with result the film becomes 
|tiresome. This is partly due to poor 


development of the romantic action 
and parts for both Ameche and Miss 


Ameche plays a foreign corre- 
spondent of the go-getting, fast-talk- 
ing type who stops at nothing to get 
stories for the news service he rep- 
resents. Miss Bennett is a teletype 
operator of the Ministry of Informa- 
tion who meets him during a black- 
out and Jater goes to work for his 
London office. 





—; 


jungle are detailed in tune with the 
wild imaginings of the author—to 
catch attention of the juvenile trade 
and still provide opportunity for 
adults to laugh at the fantastic antics 
of the Tarzan family without re- 
straint. Picture is a par entry in the 
series, which Metro spaces judicious- 
ly to overcome objections to the 
cinematic flights of fancy. 

Early section of the yarn displays 
the usual animal stuff, with comedy 
antics of the pet simian, Cheeta, pro- 
viding elemental laughs. There are 
several underwater swimming epi- 
sodes to display the aquatic prowess 
of Johnny Weissmuller, also therefs 
the usual jungle family life of the 
Tarzaus. 

The secret treasure turns out to be 
gold, which is plentiful among the 
rocks of the high escarpment on 
which the Tarzan group lives. After 
Tarzan saves a band of explorers and 
scientists from the nearby savage 
tribe, the expedition is guided up 
the escarpment on a short cut across 
country. Greedy members of the 
band figure to move in on the golden 
hill, but are routed by Tarzan and a 
savage tribe that captures the ex- 
pedition—with aid from a herd of 
elephants—and peace again comes to 
the Tarzan hideout. 

Picture swings into straight meller 


for the second half, with several 
sequences devoted to miraculous 
escapes by Tarzan from death. 


Latter events are to be expected 
from the jungle miracle man, to pass 
muster with audiences who have be- 
come familiar with the Tarzan char- 
acter in print and film. 

Weissmuller adequately handles 
the Tarzan role in his usual style, 
with Maureen O'Sullivan as his 
jungle mate and John Sheffield their 
offspring. Miss O’Sullivan carries 
quite an English accent into the 
jungle, which is apparent through- 
out. Barry Fitzgerald, member of 
the expedition, carries the comedy 
assignment in the latter portion to 
good advantage. Others in support 
include Reginald Owen, Tom Con- 
way, Philip Dorn and Cordell Hick- 
man. 

‘Direction by Richard Thorpe ine 
jects a good pace to the script, 
turned out by Myles Connolly and 
Paul Gangelin. Jungle setting is 
familiar background for previous 
Tarzan adventures, while camera 
work by Clyde De Vinna and process 
special effects by Warren Newcombe 
are good contributions. Walt. 


Marry the Boss’ Daughter - 
Hollywood, Nov. 14. 


Twentieth-Fox production and _ release, 
Features Brenda Joyce, Bruce Edwards, 
George Barbier. Directed by Thornton 
Freeland. Original screenplay by Jack 
Andrews, suggested by story, ‘The Boy, 
the Girl, and the Dog,’ by Sandor Farago 
and Alexander G. Kenedi; camera, Charles 


Clarke; editor, Louis Loeffler. Tradeshown 





in lL. A. Nov. 13, °41. Running itme: 60 
MINS. 

Fredericka Barrett........... Brenda Joyce 
SOMOraGan Cole. .ccscoccevsvce Bruce Edwards 
rrr George Barbier 
Putnam Palmer. ...cccccces Hardie Albright 
PURE.  FOMRE «0-00 60 00206005 Ludwig Stossel 
Bee DORNOE : 0.60% 0éececseese be Bodil Rosing 
Mr. Dawson. ..-Brandon Tynan 
Blodgett....... sb ccedeeewe Ceows Charles Arnt 
SBAVELY . ccccvcccecsscesesses: George Meeker 
CAGED cae cccvesscesvenses Frank McGlynn 
SORKING . 0k. cccveccrsseocecs Edward Cooper 
Pe rey Ser Eula Guy 
PONE co vinedeovteentvaneewnss Paul McGrath 
FParanelli.......++++ese+e+e-Marek Windheim 
EIDE... ccccccccsccesccccscccc Mee BOCES ED 
PIRI 6 kc ciaines a $hebcende es baowas Jeebee 





This is a mediocre picture in prac- 
tically all departments—and as such 
will have to be content with filler 
dates in the duals. Best thing about 
it is the title. 

Script is inane and the direction 
is geared at the same tempo. Cast 
members mug throughout, and much 
of the sophomoric dialog is delivered 
without expression. 





j 
Bennett that are away” beneath them. | 


Bruce Edwards arrives in New 
York determined to make _ good, 
After finding the pet of Brenda 


Joyce, latter persuades her father to 
give the youth a job in his office. 
From there on jt’s a jumble of ridicu- 
lous situations, with the boy and girl 
| finally clinching after necessary foot- 
|age has been reeled off. Players 
|}wander aimlessly through the un- 
winding, with the pet dog apparently 
the only one unconcerned about the 
futility of the whole affair. Walt. 





| Supporting cast includes Roddy 
McDowall, John Loder, Eric Blore | 
|and others, all turning in satisfac- | THE PERFECT SNOB 
tory performances under definite Hollywood. Nov. 15. 
handicaps. , 20th Century-Fox release of Walter 
|} In the editing Robert Bischoff | yorocco cheap Aller eed te Charlie 
could have trimmed this one at least | Ruggles, Charlotte Greenwood, Lynn Bari, 
10 minutes without losing anything | Cornell Wilde Directed by Ray McCarey. 
of importance, but possibly Archie |‘ ; ee brs — 
4 . Harold Buchmar Charles ¢ Ke; 
| Mayo, who has directed a lot of | cai, v n Trad wn in 
pictures far superior to this one, |I \ Nov. 14 11 Running time, 63 
didn’t want it to run less than its | ——- a 
present 73 minutes. If so, he also be Mascr aie ae » Fee are 
|; Was wrong. Char. Fo Oe errs rt ee Lynn Bart 
—_—__--__— Me SOs pix bs ex ceaaebor Cornell Wilde 
5] Alex MOPeNO. ..vccsvesssoesed Anthony Quinn 
Tarzan’s Secret Treasure | poh)..." Srownine kian Mowbray 
a Nibste Nicholson ..Chester Clute 
Hollywood, Nov. ‘13. Wilts. TCtHe. 7. i> vcceeeee>. ce Leroy Mason 
Metro release of B. P. Fineman pro- | Waiter .......e0.6 PTTTTTiTTT Jack Chefe 
| duction. Features Johnny Weissmuller and | Driver .........ccccsccccecsse: Biddle Dorsey 
! Maureen O'Sullivan. Directed by Richard | Baggage Man... ...cesecsees Matt McHugh 
| Thorpe. Original screenplay, Myles Con- 
pew 2 and Paul Gangelin, ased on char- 
actérs created by Evgar Rice Burroughs;| Contributions in the directing and 
“ar y Cliwde Tinnge spec 1 ot | . That ° Pomay 
ee ten ad ps i rag Be pty acting departments lift this familiar 
arre Newcombe; editor, yen tugziero. | ‘ ° . 2 ; " 
Tradeshown in lL. A.. Nov. 12 °4! 3 al tale above its anticipated rating. 
| ning time, 82 MINS, |Unfolding at a geod pace, and 
| ZRTBOM 6a cicccastscceweon Johnny Weissmuller | Jiberally spotted with basic comedy 
| . reen O’ Syl a ° . ° 
Beer ae ee- eqs exh annney ys Maureet Osuivan | which is easy for mild laugh ree 
| Pr fessor E1HOtt. .cccceeeses "Reginald Owen action, picture Is good program ma- 
Roe eae hon cone’ Barry Fitzgerald | terial to slot as strong support in 
| Medford ......seseesceeeeeeees Tom Conway 'the dual runs, and has a chance to 
| Var lermeer 0860060006066 * .- Philip Dorn pick up fair share of solo bookings 
rere Te Peer. Cordell Hickman ; ; : Biss , 
eee |in secondary key houses where the 
j " i yoloc. 0 . o 
| Latest adventures of Edgar Rice | Charlie Ruggles Charlotte Green 
Burroughs’ superman of the African (Continued on rove 20) 
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Never Get Rich’ Record $33,500 in 


Oke L. A.; Blues in Night’ Mild 16456, 
Hot Spot’ Tepid 186, All in 2 Spots 








—_—_—- 


Los Angeles, Nov. 18. 


Crisp fall weather and continued 
weekend spending by defense work- 
ers bolstered trade at most first-run 
locations, RKO and Pantages rising 
high with ‘You'll Never Get Rich’ 
and “Texas.” Two houses headed for 
total take of about $33,500, which is 
top business in many months for 
this pair and insures a_ holdover. 
‘Yot Spot’ didn’t heat up the Chinese 
and State much more than $18,000 at 
best, with the: latter house running | 
way ahead of its Hollywood partner. 
But disappointing at both theatres. 


Paramount is happy with $16,000 
for the second stanza of ‘Birth of 
Blues’ and Freddy Martin’s band. 

Warner's pair, the Downtown and 
Hollywood, with ‘Blues_in the Night,’ 
are headed for mildish $16,500, as 
‘You Belong to Me’ stays on second 
session in both spots. ‘Citizen Kane’ 
is showing signs of weakening and 
slipped off to $7,000, still profitable. 

Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,418; 30- 
40-50)—‘International Lady’ (UA) 
and ‘Moon Over Shoulder’ (20th) 
(4th wk). House went dark after 
six days with lean pickings of $2,000. 
Management dickering to set ‘Choco- 
late Soldier’ in. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,034; 30- 
44-55-75)-‘Hot Spot’ (20th) and 
‘Small Town Deb’ (20th). Flashy 
foursome of names in ‘Spot,’ but 
only an easy $7,500. Last week, 
‘Lydia’ (UA) and ‘Married Bachelor’ 
(M-G), solid $9,200. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-44-55) 
—Blues Night’ (WB) (ist wk) and 
‘Belong to Me’ (Col) (2d wk). Ahead 
of Hollywood situation, but no better 
than $8,500. Last week, ‘Belong to 
Me’ ‘Col) and ‘9 Lives Not Enough’ 
(WB), plump $11,200. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 30-44- | 
55) ‘Sundown’ (UA) (5th wk). 
Made exit with a n.s.g. $2,500 for six- 
day stanza. Last week, with holiday | 
help, managed to scratch $3,800. ‘All | 
Money Buy’ (RKO) follows in} 
Thanksgiving eve at pop prices. 

Hawali (G&S) (1,100; 30-44-55-75) 
—‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) (5th wk). 
Upbeat in biz helping, but slipped 
off to profitable $7,000. Last week, 
slightly over $8,000. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-44-55) 
*‘Blues Night’? (WB) (lst wk) and 
*Belong to Me’ (Col) (2d wk). Weak 
takeoff despite holdover of ‘Belong’ 
as running mate, with expectations 
of no better than $8,000. Last week 
‘Belong’ (Col) and ‘9 Lives Not 
Enough’ (WB), staunch $13,000. 

Orpheum (B way) (2,200; 30-44-55) 
—‘Doctors Don’t Tell’ (Rep) and 
‘Latins Manhattcn’ (Col) with stage 
show. Holding for meagre $7,800. 
Last week, ‘Mexico Way’ (Rep) and 
‘Sons o’ Guns’ (WB), garnered $8,000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-44-55)— 
*Never Rich’ (Col) and “Texas’ (Col). 
Backed by ad copy reading ‘two mil- 
lion-dollar pictures on one _ bill,’ 
should check in with a solid $16,500. 
Last week, ‘Unfinished Business’ 
(U) and ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO) (2d 
wk), fair $7,800. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-44-55) 
—‘Birth Blues’ and Freddy Martin 
band on stage (2d wk). After great 
first week, heading for a sturdy $16,- 
000. House’ record at scale prices 
toppled last week with a whooping 
$30,000. 

RKO (RKO) (2,872: 30-44-55)— 
‘Never Rich’ (Col) and ‘Texas’ (Col). 
With Astaire-Hayworth combo beck- 
oning femmes and the super sage- 
brusher the men, count is slightly 
ahead of its Hollywood day-and- 
dater at $17,000, great. Last week, 
‘Unfinished Business’ (U) and ‘Lady 
Scarface’ (RKO), hit expectations at 


“ 


Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
This W $348,000 
(Based on 13 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year $387,000 
(Based on 12 theatres) 








'B. Bernie- Three Girls’ 


Creat $13,000 in Cincy; 


Cincinnati, Nov. 18. 

Forte b.o. music at downtown 
houses currently being considerably 
merrier than. last week. ‘Birth of 
Blues’ is giving the Albee its best 
in quite a spell. Palace has an okay 
bet in ‘Maltese Falcon’ and Keith’s 
is in stride on ‘Unholy Partners.’ 
Ben Bernie’s band unit is a 
groover for the vaudfilm Shubert, 
teamed with ‘Three Girls About 
Town.’ . Best figure here in eight 
weeks. 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,300: 33-40-50)— 
‘Birth Blues’ (Par). Big $14,000. Last 
week, ‘One Foot Heaven’ (WB), all 
right $10,000. 


Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 44-50-60)— 
‘Set. York’ (WB) (8th wk). Wham 
$6,000 on heels of last week’s terrific 
$6,500. Holding for another session. 

Family (RKO). (1,000; 15-28)— 
‘Latins Manhattan’ (Col) and ‘Se- 
crets Wasteland’ (Par), split with 
‘Top Sgt. Mulligan,” (Mono) and 
‘Lone Rider Ambushed’ (PRC). Sea- 


burgh Kid’ 
Lady’ (PRC). 

Grand (RKO) (1,430: 33-40-50) 
‘One Foot Heaven’ (WB). Moveover 
from Albee for second week. N.s.h. 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Hold Dawn’ 
(Par) (2d run), mild $4,000. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500: 33-40-50 )— 
‘Unholy Partners’ (WB). Good $4,500. 
Ditto last week on ‘Ladies Retire- 
ment’ (Col). 


Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 28-40)—‘South 
Tahiti? (U) and ‘8 Lives Are Not 
Enough’ (WB). So-so $3,200. Last 
week, start of dual policy, ‘Law 
Tropics’ (U) and ‘Another Chorus’ 
(U), poor $2,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— 
“Maltese Falcon’ (WB). §atisfactory 
$10,000. Last week, ‘Belong to Me’ 
(Col), tame $8,500. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 33-40-50)— 
‘Three Girls’ (Col) and Ben Bernie’s 
band unit. 
best for past eight weeks and sea- 
son’s third highest. Last week, 
‘Night Jan. 16’ (Par) and ‘Hawaiian 
Nights’ unit, fair $10,500. 


(Rep) and ‘Dangerous 





sonal $2,000. Same last week for 
‘Flying Blind’ (Par) and ‘We Go|} 
Fast’ (20th), divided with ‘Pitt- 


MONT’L BIZ SLIPS 


|Gracie Fields’ P. A, Hurts, But 
| ‘Honky’ $8,000—Business’ 6'¢ G 
Montreal, Nov. 18. 

‘Honky Tonk’ is standout currently 
on Main street, with ‘Lady Be Good’ 
and ‘Unfinished Business’ running 
just behind. Gracie Fields cut into 
weekend takes at the big houses, tak- 
ing plenty cash out of town on her 
two-night stand here. Balance of 
theatres are mediocre. 


Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G). Good $6,000 
in sight. Last week (3d) ‘Yank R.A. 
F.,’ nice $5,000, 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
‘Unfinished Business’ (U) and ‘Burma 
Convoy’ (U). Pacing for slick $6,500, 
Last week, ‘Belong to Me’ (WB) and 
‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), nice $6,200. 

Loew’s (CT) (2.800; 35-53-67)— 
‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G). Packed ‘em 
in on weekends and should get at 
least $8,000. Last week, ‘Smilin’ 
Through’ (M-G), fell off to not so 


good $6,500. 
(CT) (2,300; 27-34-47)— 











‘Maltese’ Snappy 106 


| 
| 





Princess 
‘Night Jan. 16’ (Par) and ‘Among 
Living’ (Par). Cut prices may get 
better biz, but outlook is not encour- 
aging at only fair $3,500. Last week, 
‘Target Tonight’ (WB) and ‘New 
York Town’ (Par), good $4,500. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 30-40-60)— 
‘International Lady’ (3d wk). Still 
clicking with neat $2,500 after good 
$3,000 last week, 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600: 30-60 )—‘L’Embuscade’ (3d wk). 
Down to $900, which is about rock- 
bottom for current repeat. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,500; 30- 
40)—Currently playing legit French 


plays. Last week, ‘Gens du Voyage’ 
and ‘Toi que J'adore,’ not so hot 
$3,500. 





‘SQUADRON’ OKE $8,500 
IN SLUGGISH INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Nov. 18. 
Coin in the downtown sector this 
week could be divided into three 
even stacks and distributed to trio 
of big houses. Surprise element is 
‘International Squadron’ and ‘Father 





| Takes a Wife’ at the Circle which is 


| 
| 
} 


| 


holding its own against. stronger 
marquee draws at other houses. 
Indiana is average with ‘Appoint- 


ment for Love’ and ‘Never Give a 
Sucker an Even Break’ as is Loew’s 
with ‘Chocolate Soldf@r’ and ‘Three 
Girls About Town.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Cirele (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
40)—‘International Squadron’ (WB) 
and ‘Father Takes Wife’ (RKO). 
Okay $8,500. Last week, ‘Belong to 
Me’ (Col) and ‘Lady Scarface’ 
(RKO), so-so $6,900. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Appointment Love’ (U) and 
‘Never Give Sucker Break’ (U). 
Medium $8,500. Last week, ‘Weekend 
| Havana’ (20th) and ‘Man at Large’ 
(20th), poor $7,600. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400: 25-30-40) 
—‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G) and 
‘Three Girls’ (Col). Average $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Feminine Touch’ (M-G) 
and ‘Unholy. Partners’ (M-G), six 
days fair $7,400. 

(1,900; 25-30- 





Dandy $13,000, theatre’s | 


Lyric (Katz-Dolle) 
40)—‘Weekend Havana’ (20th) and 
|‘Man at Large’ (20th) (2d wk) after 
| showing first at Indiana. Thin $4,000. 
|Last week, ‘Sgt. York’ (WB) (4th) 
| good $5,200. 





Philly Again Spotty; ‘Latins’-Shaw 
Smasheroo $28,000, ‘Unholy’ Sour 116 





e « 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
Last Week...........$1,847,800 
(Based on 28 cities, 189 thea- 
tres, chiefty frst runs, tnctuding 
N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
sae ahi Milne doi $1,661,000 


(Based on 26 cities, 178 theatres) 











Falcon’ Neat $9,000 In 
Slow K.C.; ‘Man At Large’ | 
Plus ‘Scandals’ Big 126 


| 
| 
Kansas City, Nov. 18. 

Grosses are mild with early Christ- | 
mas shopping reflected by b.o. dip. | 
Average films also are cutting in. 
Week’s exception is the Tower with 
George White’s Scandals on stage | 
and ‘Man at Large’ doing dandy. | 
‘Maltese Falcon’ is holding out at 
the Newman for nine days at above | 
average. 

All houses except newly opened 
Mainstreet have changed mat prices 
from former 25c plus taxes to 30c 
including taxes, gain of 1% cents. 
New prices also prevail at night in 
balconies at Newman, Orpheum, 
Midland, Esquire and Uptown. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043; 10-30-44)-—‘Hot 
Spot’ (20th). Single in both houses 
and only so-so $5,500. Last week, 
‘Started with Eve’ (U), in both 
houses, good $8,000. 

Mainstreet (Indie) (3,060; 10-28-44) | 
—‘Meet Again’ (RKO) screen with | 
‘Chili Con Carnival’ on stage. Slow | 
$5,400, for second stanza since open- | 
ing. Last week, ‘Point Widow’ (Par) | 
and ‘Hi Neighbor’ stage production | 
topped $7,000. 














Midland (Loew’s) (4,101: 10-30-44) | 
—‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G) and} 
‘Three Girls’ (Col). Barely above 


average at $9,000. Last week. ‘Un-| 
holy Partners’ (M-G) and ‘Feminine 
Touch’ (M-G), fair $8,500. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
30-44) — ‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB) 
opened Armistice Day for nine-day 
run enabling house to have Turkey 
Day (20) opening. Neat $9,000. Last 
week, ‘Nothing But Truth’ (Par) (3d 
wk) with ‘Aldrich President’ (Par) 
as new dual partner, coasted along 
to $4,500 in six days. . 

Orpheum (1,500; 10-30-44)—‘Father 
Takes Wife’ (RKO) and ‘Parachute 
Battalion’ (RKO). Average $5,500. 
Last week, ‘Little Foxes’ (RKO) 
played a holdover week at scale of 
15-40-55c to mild $4,500. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 10-30-50)— 
‘Man at Large’ (20th) with George 
White’s Scandals on stage. Raised 
scale may bring this along to a big 
$12,000 if Thanksgiving play holds 
up. Last week, ‘Last of Duanes’ 
(20th) with Bowes stage unit, nifty 
$7,500 at 10-30c. 








$8,500. 

State (Loew-F-WC) (2,204: 30-44- 
§5-75)—‘Hot Spot’ (20th) and ‘Small 
Town Deb’ (20th). Out in front of 
its Hollywood day-and-dater for a 
pleasant $10,500. Last week, ‘Lydia’ 
(UA) and ‘Married Bachelor’ (M-G), 
nifty $12,300. 


United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100; 
30-44-55 )—‘Lydia’ (UA) and ‘Mar- | 
ried Bachelor’ (M-G). On move- 


over striving hard for mild $2,700. 
Last week, ‘Smilin’ Th: ugh’ (M-G) 
and ‘Kildare’s Wedding’ (M-G), be- 
low anticipations, $3,900. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 30-44-55) 
—‘Lydia’ (UA) and ‘Married Bache- 
lor’ (M-G). Faring better with 
moveovers than downtown situation, 
with $6,000. Last week, ‘Smilin’ 
Through’ (M-G) and ‘Kildare’s Wed- 
ding’ (M-G), $4,500. 


They'll Take It In Stride 


Hollywood, Nov. 18. 
‘Pitfalls of a Big City’ is the next 
co-starrer at 20th-Fox for Laurel 
and Hardy, veterans of various falls, | 
pit, pratt and otherwise. | 








January under supervision of Sol M. 
Wurizel. 


| 


ee ees 


| 
| 


| draft. 
j 





| 





That boxoffice delight, Thanksgiving Day 
sible for much juggling of feature bookings in the na- 
| tion’s first runs this week. 
{of size and money importance, ope 
their attractions to get the full advantage of the holiday 
In some cases week’s runs have -been trimmed 
to five days; in others, holdovers have-been forced to 


extra duty. 


It follows, therefore, 


mind. 


Leaving ‘Sergeant York’ (WB) as the pinnacle film 
of the moment, because it is far out in front of the 
field and maintaining its record pace, next strongest 
film of the week is ‘International Squadron’ (WB), 
which is climbing with each stanza since its recent re- 
lease. Cleveland is smash, Washington excellent $15,- 
500 in six days, and both Portland and Seattle had 


standouts. 


‘Sundown’ (UA) did well in Denver, Providence and 
Seattle, and ‘One Foot in Heaven’ (WB) shifted to the 
strong side with good returns from the Music Hall 
Other 
better business group include ‘Appointment for Love’ 
(U), ‘Never Get Rich’ (Col), smash in Los Angeles, two 
houses; ‘Hot Spot’ (20th), and ‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB). 
: ; Fair to good business is reported for ‘Feminine Touch’ 
Picture goes into action early in| (M-G), ‘Ladies in Retirement’ (Col), ‘Lydia’ (UA), 
‘Unfinished Business’ 


(N. Y.), Omaha and Portland. 


‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G), 


(U). 


and 


In nearly every situation 


rators 


that the figures of intake, as 
wired to ‘Variety’ from correspondents in key eities, 
must be. studied with these booking eccentricities in 


NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 


‘International Squadron’ Zooming; Betty Grable-Vic Mature 
Warm in ‘Hot Spot’—Holiday Booking Shifts 





is respon- 
(WB), 


are shifting 


in a big way. 


attractions. 


policy. 


release. 


features of the 
Income from ‘B’ 


There is merit in the suggestion that 
live talent, interspersed in the weeks between outstand- 
ing films, can draw heavily when exploited as special 


Sufficient time has elapsed since the change-over 
in distribution from block-booking to group selling, as 
provided by terms of the consent decree, for showmen 
to draw conclusions on the effect of the switch in 
It is recognized generally that films are not 
moving into circulation with the same speed that 
marked releasing under the block system. 
quence, film rentals have lagged on individual pictures, 
although the slack will be taken up, it is anticipated, 
in the period between the third and sixth month after 
Day-and-date bookings on a national scale 
have been conspicuously few since early September. 


long-established amortization tables. 


On the whole, the exhibition film nationally has re- 
sponded profitably to the condition of enhanced spend- 
ing in industrial sections where national defense work 
is being conducted. The stronger pictures are doing | 
from 10% to 15% 





(M-G), and the revival of 


}at the Orpheum. 
| week, ‘Henry Tonk’ (M-G) and ‘Spit- 


| Fairish 
| Heaven’ (WB), surprising $6,000 for 


—-————_—___ 


Philadelphia, Nov. 18 

Spotty business is reported at the 
cinema palaces downtown this week 
with the heavy kale concentrated 
only in a couple of locations while 
others are sad. 

Wickets getting the heaviest work- 
outs are those at the Earle, Stanley- 
Warner vaudefilmer, where the com- 
bo of ‘Two Latins From Manhattan’ 
and Artie Shaw’s new, enlarged band 


| are packing 'em in. Also chalking up 


okay grosses are ‘Bandlands of 
Dakota’ and ‘Chocolate Soldier,’ with 
holdover ‘Sgt. York’ also ringing the 
bell. Getting the poorest play among 
the newcomers is ‘Unholy Partners’ 


which is being yanked after one 
week. Also in the so-so class is ‘Hot- 
Spot.’ 

Exploitation palm goes to the 


Stanton’s previewing of ‘Target for 
Tonight,’ skedded to open Sat. (22) 
aboard the British aircraft carrier, 
Furious, now being overhauled at 
the Philly Navy Yard. The stunt got 
plenty of attention from the dailies 
as well as radio film gabbers. 
Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (WB) (1,303; 46-57-75)— 
‘Sgt. York’ (WB) (5th wk). No big 
drop despite protracted stay with 
$12,500 for fifth round. Last week, 


' cheery $13,000. 


Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
—‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G) (2d run). 


| Hanging up fine $4,000, and h.o. Last 


week, ‘Hold Dawn’ (Par), nice $3,400 
on second week of second run. 

Boyd (WB) (2,568; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G). Singing 
special okay but unspectacular at 
$15,000. Last week, ‘Unfinished Busi- 
ness’ (U), mild $13,800. 

Earle (WB) (2,768; 35-46-57-68-75) 
—‘Latins Manhattan’ (Col) with 
Artie Shaw’s orch on stage. Terrific 
$28,000 largely on Shaw’s draw. Last 


week, ‘Great Guns’ (20th) and 
Xavier Cugat’s troupe, disappointing 
$17,900. 

Fox (WB) (2,425; 35-46-57-68)— 


‘Hot Spot’ (20th), Getting a sub-par 
$14,000. Better than weak $12,000 
racked up by last week’s showing of 


| ‘Belong to Me’ (Col). 


Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
—Feminine Touch’ (M-G) (2d run), 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Foot in 


a second-run try after disappointing 
initialer. 

Keith’s (WB) (2,220: 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Belong to Me’ (Col) (2d run). Move- 
over no help a bare $3,800, being 
yanked after six days. Last week, 
‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB) neat $4,800 
for second run. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68) 
—Unholy Partners’ (M-G). Skidding 
to sour $11,000. Will be yanked for 
world preem of ‘They Died With 
Their Boots On’ tomorrow (Wed.). 
Last week, ‘Sundown’ (UA), alsé 
failed to hit par with scant $13,500. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57)— 
‘Badlands Dakota’ (U). Horse operas 
continue to click at this house, latest 
bagging hefty $6,000. Last week, ‘In- 
ternational Squadron’ (WB), snared 
a chunky $5,000 for holdover. 


EVE’ NICE $10,000 IN 
DENVER; ‘TOUCH’ 836 


Denver, Nov. 18. 
House records were smashed this 
week at the Denham by ‘Birth of the 
Blues,’ and the picture holds. Bus!- 
ness is holding up nicely all along 
the line. 


Estimates for This Week 








Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-50)— 
‘Sundown’ (UA), after a week at 
Denver. Snappy $4,000. Last week, 


‘Never Rich’ (Col), from the Denver, 


: f | good $4,500. 
Distinctly on the red side are ‘Blues in the Night’ 
‘Unholy Partners’ 
‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G). 


BANDS AND VAUDE BIG AIDS 


Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) 
—‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G) and ‘Mar- 
ried Bachelor’ (M-G), after a week 
Good $2,800. Last 


|fire’s Baby’ (RKO), after two weeks 


Bands and stage units are proving themselves sturdy 
business resuscitators and attendance stimulants in ir- | 
portant first runs. 


Boston has gone for the personals 


at Orpheum, good $2,700. 


Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
'40)—‘Birth Blues’ (Par). Strong 
$14,500, and holding. Last week, 
i‘New York Town’ (Par), poor 
$5,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 


| ‘Started With Eve’ (U) and ‘Secrets 


In conse- 


product has dropped far behind the 





better than in. normal times. 


| week, 


{Lone Wolf’ (Col). Nice $10,000, 
Last week, ‘Sundown’ (UA) and 
‘All-American Co-ed’ (UA), nice 
$10,500. 


Orpheum (RKO). (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—Feminine Touch’ (M-G) and ‘Un- 
holy Partners’ ‘M-G). Fair $8,500. 
Last week, ‘Smilin Through’ ‘(M-G) 
and ‘Married Bachelor’ (M-G), neat 
$12,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)- 
‘Ladies Retirenient’ (Col) and 
‘Three Girls’ (Col). Okay $5,000. 
Last week, ‘South Tahiti’ (U) and 


‘Small Town Deb’ (20th), good 
$6,500. _ 
Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Never 


Rich’ (Col), after a week at each the 
Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Gang’s Al! 
Here’ (Mono). Nice $2,400 Last 
‘Unfinished Business’ ‘U) 
after the Denver and Aladdin, an 
‘Dangerous Game’ (U), oke $2,000. 
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‘Business -0). Tucker Dandy $46,000 
In-Chi; ‘Cadets -Beachcombers Unit 
19G, Soldier’ 176, ‘York’ Still Big 





Chicago, Nov. 18. 
Last week finished with an ex- 
plosion of business, following a ter-| 
rific Armistice Day (11) which had | 
all downtown theatres bursting their 
seams. Wiia the 33rd Division up| 
from Tennessee for their first visit) 
and a parade, all houses did well 
Chicago theatre itself did almost 
$10,000 Tuesday alone. With Jimmy 
Dorsey band, the big draw, on the 
stage, and ‘Never Get Rich,’ theatre 
did land-office business for $52,200, 
way over estimates last week. 
Oriental, with combination of Major 
Bowes unit, and Blackstone on the 
stage and ‘Ice-Capades’ on screen, 
had a sensational week. 
Currently business is holding up in | 
nice fashion, with mobs in for the| 
Notre Dame-Northwestern football | 
game over the weekend helping con- 
siderably. Chicago again heads the | 
parade with ‘Unfinished Business’ | 
and Orrin Tucker’s orchestra on the 
stage. Swell $46,000 is in prospect 
for this combo. 
Oriental also is having a trim 
ey session at $19,000 with the 
ABeachcombers’ unit and ‘Flying 
Cadets’ as screen fare. United Art- 
ists opened with ‘Chocolate Soldier’ 
on Saturday (15) and is doing fairly 
well. 
Palace is putting plenty behind} 
‘Money Can Buy’ and ‘Swing It | 
Soldier’ for nice returns. There are) 
now three loop double-feature first- 
runs, Roosevelt and now the Apollo 
having gone for the policy started) 
by the Palace. | 
‘Sergeant York’ is now on its | 
fourth week at the State-Lake, and | 
holding up well, Currently will get 
$22,000, smash for fourth stanza. | 
Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75 ) 
‘International Lady’ (UA) and 
Niagara Falls’ (U). First film is get- 
ri the billing and play, with all 








right $6,000 in sight. Last week, 
‘Hold Dawn’ (Par), finished loop stay 
for $4,800, good. 

Chicage (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Unfinished Business’ (U) and Orrin 
Tucker Band unit on stage. One of 
the rare Universal flickers to play 
this house and picture is going great 
guns, with the Tucker band adding | 
power, swell $46,000. Last week,! 
with an absolutely New Year’s Eve 
ty of Armistice Day, a mighty 
$5 0 with ‘Never Get Rich’ (Col) 
and Jimmy Dorsey band. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) | 
— Never Rich’ (Col). Moved here 
from the Chicago, nice $5,000. Last! 
week, ‘Foxes’ (RKO) came through | 
for repeat in loop at good $4,600 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-44- 
53)—Flying Cadets’ (U) and ‘Beach- 
combers’ unit on stage. Another good 
week in the offing with the Harry 
Howard unit selling plenty of tickets. | 
Nifty $19,000. Last week was dyna-| 
mite at $21,500 for ‘Ice-Capades 
(Rep) and the Major Bowes-Black- 
stone combination on the stage 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66)— 
‘Money Can Buy’ (RKO) and ‘Swing, 
Soldier’ (U). Plenty of selling on 
this one, satisfactory $14,000. Last 
week, ‘Eve’ (U) and ‘Burma Convoy 
(U) (2d wk), fine $9,800. 

Roesevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘New York’ Par) and ‘Badlands 
Dakota’ (U). Fair $10,000. Last} 
week, ‘San Diego’ (M-G) and ‘Mar- 
ried Bachelor’ (M-G), good $11,200. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 35-55-65- 
75)—York’ (WB) (4th wk). Film 
running at fine pace. Currently mov- 
ing ahead to excellent $22,000, fol-, 
lowing great $27,400 last week. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
85-$5-65-75) — ‘Chocolate Soldier 
(M-G). Opened on Saturday (15) 
and got big weekend, with brilliant 
$17,000 on tap. Last week, “Lydia 
(2d wk), snappy $10,200. 


‘HEAVEN’ STRONG 936 IN 
PORT.; ‘SQUADRON’ 726 


Portland, Ore., Nov. 18. 








‘One Foot in Heaven’ is mopping | 


up at the Broadway this week as the 


best new pic, with ‘Sergeant York’ | 
riding high at the Orpheum in its, 


second stanza. ‘International Squad- 
ron’ also is doing great at the Para- 
mount, Parker’s United Artists will 


Open tomorrow (19) after being | 


closed for a week for renovation. 
Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40- 
50)—‘One Foot Heaven’ (WB) and 
‘New Wine’ (UA). Opened to ca- 
pacity house and will probably take 
Strong $9,500. Last week, ‘Sundown 
(UA) and ‘All-American Coed’ (UA), 
more than solid $9,000 and moved to 
the Mayfair. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen ) (1,500; 
35-40-50)—‘Sundown’ (UA) and ‘All- 
American Coed’ (UA) (24d wk) 
Moveover from Broadway, and going 


ae 


“Aldrich President’ 


| Offish trade at $1,400. 


over for good enough $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Started with Eve’ (U) and 
‘Flying Cadets’ (U), closed a second 
week for high $4,600. 

Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(1,800; 40-50-65)—Sgt. York’ (WB). 
Smashing along for a second stanza 
to a rousing $8,000. First week went 
over the top for terrific $14,500. 

Parameunt (H-E) (3,000; 35-40-50) 
— International Squadron’ (WB) and 
(Par). Great 
$7,500. Last week, ‘Little Foxes’ 
(RKO) and ‘Latins Manhattan’ (Col), 
a bit disappointing at fair $6,400. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 35- 
40-50)—Closed for renovation. Last 


| week, ‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G) (2d 


wk) and ‘Sailors Leave’ (Rep) (lst 
wk), fell off to disappointing $4,100. 


HOT SPOT 176 
D.C. LEADER 





Washington, Nov. 18. 

Loew’s is providing its own com- 
petition this week, ‘Hot Spot’ at Cap- 
itol vs. ‘Nothing But the Truth’ at 
Palace, each looking for $17,000. 
Betty Grable-Victor Mature film at 
former house is getting a big boost 
via stage show with Joe Frisco and 
choral production of ‘Naughty Mari- 
etta’ music. Elsewhere things are 
just so-so, with clean slate set for 
Thanksgiving (tomorrow, here), 
when five new films open. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44-66) 
—‘Hot Spot’ (20th). Aided by stage 
show to good enough $17,000. Last 
week, ‘Weekend Havana’ (20th), 
sockeroo $20,000. 

Celumbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44)— 
‘Weekend Havana’ (20th) (move- 
over). Rushed in suddenly with no 
advance, garnering only light $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) 
(moveover), fourth downtown week, 
excellent $6,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— 
‘International Squadron’ (WB), plus 
vaude. In only six days for okay 
$15,500. Last week, ‘Belong to Me’ 
(Col) and vaude, picked up on word- 
of-mouth to good $17,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 39-55)— 
‘Started With Eve’ (U) (2d wk). 
Healthy $8,000, after solid $13,000 
last week. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,600; 28-44)— 
‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB) (moveover). 
Otit after six days for Thanksgiving 
opening, okay $5,000. Last week, 
‘You'll Never Get Rich’ (Col) (move- 


over), slightly better-than-average 
$5,500. 
Palace (Loew) (2,242; 28-55)— 


‘Nothing But Truth’ (Par). Good 
$17,000, ordinarily would hold ex- 
cepting for holiday. Last week, 
‘Yank RAF.’ (20th) (2d wk), ex- 
cellent $10,500. 


‘NEVER RICH’ SMACKO 
$7,000, MEMPHIS’ B 


Memphis, Nov. 18. 

Main Street likes Rita Hayworth 
as Fred Astaire’s new partner and 
making a play for “You'll Never Get 
Rich. Pic is showing way to rest 
of town which is generally okay. 
Armistice Holiday brought a crowd 
of soldiers in to hypo last week’s 
final but this week still looks better. 
Warner's ‘International Squadron’ is 
showing a surprise pull 

Estimates for This Week 

Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 10-33- 
44)—‘Never Rich’ (Col). Good no- 
tices make possible strong $7,000. 
Last week, ‘Birth Blues’ (Par), h.o. 
four days, and ‘Ladies Retirement 
(Col), $4,600, much better than an- 
ticipated. 

State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33-44)— 
‘Look Laughing’ (RKO). Radio fans 
going for this one, good $5,000. Last 
week, ‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G), 
$3,600, very disappointing. 





Palace (Loew) (2,200; 10-33-44 )— | 


‘Hot Spot’ (20th). Critics divided 
over this, nice $5,500. Last week, 
‘Sundown,’ $5,600, okay. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 10-33-44)— 

‘International Squadron’ (WB). Ex- 
pecting little, hence $5,000 is rated 
trim biz. Last week, ‘One Foot 
Heaven’ (WB), $6,300, terrific under 
‘ircumstances. 
: Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-22- 
33)—‘Belle Starr’ (20th) (2d run) 
and ‘Burma Convoy’ (U), split week. 
Last week, 
‘Sun Valley’ (20th) (2d run) three 
days: ‘Flying Cadets’ (U), one day: 
‘Moonlight Hawaii’ (U), three days: 
$1,600, all right. 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Nov. 20 

Astor—The Chocolate l- 
dier’ (M-G) (4th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Oct. 15) 

Broadway—‘Dumbo’ (Disney) 
(4th week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Oct. 1) 

Capitol—‘Shadow of the Thin 
Man’ (M-G). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Oct. 22) 

Criterion—‘International Lady’ 
(UA) (2d week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Oct. 15) 

Globe—‘Swamp Water’ (20th) 
2d week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety.’ Sept. 1) 
Music Halli—‘Suspicion’ (RKO). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Oct. 24) 

New Yerk—‘Secrets of the 
Wastelands’ (Par) (18). 

Paramount — ‘Skylark’ (Par) 
(19). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Sept. 10) 

Rialte—‘Mob Town’ (U). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Oct. 8) 

Rivoli—‘How Green Was My 
Valley’ (20th) (4th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Oct. 29) 

Rexy—'Week End in Havana’ 
(20th) (3d week). 

(Reviewed in Variety,’ Sept. 17) 

Strand—‘They Died With Their 
Boots On’ <WB). 

(Reviewed in current issue) 
World—‘This England’ (Brit. 
Nat'l) (19). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Mar. 12) 

Week of Nov. 27 

Astor—‘The Chocolate Sol- 
dier’ (M-G) (5th week). 
Breadway— Dumbo’ 
5th week). 
Capitel—‘Shadow of the Thin 
Man’ (M-G) (2d week). 
Globe—‘Swamp Water’ (20th) 
(3d week). 

Music Hali—‘Suspicion’ (UA) 
(2d week). 

Paramount — ‘Skylark’ (Par) 
(2d week). 

Rexy—‘You Belong to Me’ 
(Col) (28). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Oct. 29) 
Strand—‘They Died With Their 
Boots On’ (WB) (2d week). 


(Disney ) 








‘Love Solid 156 
On 5 Days, Det.; 
H.0.’s Hit Others 


Detroit, Nov. 18. 

Jockeying for position on a nice 
| start Thanksgiving week, everything 
in the first-runs here is on a short- 
ened week. In fact, Fox is the only 
| house to come up to the holiday with 
|fresh product, ‘Appointment for 
| Love’ and ‘Three Girls About Town’ 
| being in for 5% days, then ‘Keep 
|’em Flying’ opens on the eve of the 
|holiday with Abbott and Costello, 
| Carol Bruce and Dick Foran in for 
| the preem. 
| United Detroit Theater’s three 
| houses are stretching out their last 
| week’s product 12 days to give all 
|fresh bills with which to pop on 
Wednesday to counter the Fox’s ad- 
ivertised world premiere. Usual 
opening day here is Friday but there 
was enough strength in last week’s 
offerings for the houses to ride it 
|out, and then stretch their holiday 
bills into a nine-day stanza. 
| Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40-55) 
—‘Weekend Havana’ (20th) and 
|‘Moon Over Shoulder’ (20th). The 
|duo was taken on after a strong 
| week at the Fox and will carry 
\through for a choice $7,000. Last 
week, ‘Never Rich’ (Col) and “Ladies 
| Retirement’ (Col) (2d wk), nice 
| $6,500. 
| Fex (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 40-45- 
|55)—‘Appointment Love’ (U) and 
‘Three Girls’ (Col). Doing a nice 











$15,000 for the five days before | 


|‘Keep ‘em Flying’ (U) opens tomor- 


row night (Wed.). Last week, “‘Week- | 


end Havana’ (20th) and ‘Moon Over 
Shoulder’ (20th), sock $22,000. 
Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
40-45-55) ‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB) 
and ‘Kisses Breakfast’ (WB). Should 
tuck on another $9,000 for the added 
five days to make it o.k. $25,000 for 
|the 12-day stretch. 
out last two days of regular week 
with ‘Birth of Blues’ (Par) and ‘Big 
Store’ (M-G), set for nine days. | 
| Palms-State (United Detroit) 
(3,000; 40-45-55)—‘New York Town’ 
(Par) and ‘Barnacle Bill’ (M-G). 
This duo, moved earlier from Michi- 
' gan, tucks five days onto its second 
_week here with $5,000 more to make 
it $13,000 for the 12-day period. For 
the holiday it will move over Michi- 
gan’s current bill of ‘Maltese Falcon 
(WB) and ‘Kisses Breakfast’ (WB) 
for nine days. 


United Artists (United Detrdit) | 


(2.000: 40-45-55) ‘Honky Tonk’ 
(M-G) and ‘Kildare’s Wedding’ 
(M-G) (5th wk). There’s $9,000 left 
on this, after brisk $10,000 last week, 
before ‘Smilin Through’ (M-G) and 
‘Feminine Touch’ (M-G) take over 
1 tomorrow (Wed.). 


House rounds | 


Heaven, $87,000, Only Bright New 
Film in Spotty N.Y.; ‘Squadron, 256, 
N.G., Dumbo, $28,500, Best of H.0.'s 





Business on Broadway is some- 
what spotty this week, with hold- 
overs not showing the expected 
strength except for ‘Dumbo,’ a beaut 
for consistency at the boxoffice at a 
possible $28,500 this week (4th). 
Among the new pictures of the week, 
best is ‘One Foot in Heaven.’ It will 
get the Music Hall $87,000 or better, 
but was booked for only seven days 
and will not be held over. Many 
new shows are skedded for Thanks- 
giving (tomorrow). 

The two pitband houses, Strand 
and Paramount, are running away 
under average currently. ‘Inter- 
national Squadron’ and Tedd 
Powell, one-weeker at the Strand, 
looks only $25,000, which isn’t good. 
Par, on its seven-day stint with ‘New 
York Town’ plus the Bill Robinson- 
Jimmie Lunceford unit, drew down 
$36,000 on the week ended last night 
(Tues.), not fast but a fair profit. 
New show at the Par today (Wed.), 
signalizing its 15th anniversary, is 
‘Skylark’ and Harry James, in ad- 
dition to Ray Bolger and other acts. 
Rating among holdovers is “‘Week- 
end in Havana,’ Roxy incumbent. The 
chances are good for $45,000 or 
better, satisfactory, though $10,000 
behind the first week and this stanza 
(2d) includes a ae a 

‘How Green Was My Valley’ con- 
cluded its third week last night at 
$26,000, a sharper dip than was 
shown between the initial seven days 
and the second week’s $36,500. 

A severe drop will be shown by 
‘Ladies in Retirement?’ which ends 
its second stanza tonight (Wed.) at 
less than $20,000 and gives way to- 
morrow (Thurs.) to ‘Shadow of Thin 
Man.’ Also off is ‘Chocolate Soldier,’ 
its second week ended Monday night 
(17) being $13,500, but o.k. 

In lesser first-runs, ‘International 
Lady’ (Criterion) and ‘Swamp Water’ 
(Globe) are both doing very nicely. 
‘Lady,’ which started its second week 
Monday night (17), grossed over 
$12,000 on the first. ‘Swamp Water,’ 
into the Globe Saturday (15), has a 
good chance of striking $13,000, 
better than double the house aver- 
age, and holds. 

State will be lucky to top a fairish 
$20,000 with ‘Lydia’ on second-run 
and, on stage, Carmen Amaya, Lew 
Parker and others. 


Estimates for This Week 


Astor (Loew’s) (1,012; 35-55-85- 
$1.10 - $1.25) — ‘Chocolate Soldier’ 
(M-G) (3d wk). Not so frisky at 
the b.o.at $13,500 on the second week 
— oes Monday (17); first was $16,- 


Broadway (Disney) (1,895; 35-55- 
75) — ‘Dumbo’ (RKO-Disney) (4th 
wk). Continues a very steady biz- 
getter, this week (4th) ap ring a 
possible $28,500, while ird was 
near to $30,000. Claimed picture is 
getting a very strong adult as well 
as kid play. 

Capitol (Loew's) (4,620; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25)—‘Ladies in Retirement’ 
| (Col) (2d-final wk). Shearing off a 
| lot on the holdover, less than $20,000. 
| The first week was near to $32,000, 
| good. ‘Shadow of Thin Man’ (M-G) 
opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Criteriem (Loew’s) (1,062; 35-44-55- 
75 )—‘International Law’ (UA) (2d 
wk). Started second week Monday 
night (17); first was excellent at 
over $12,000, and a third stanza is 
probable. ‘Life with Caroline’ (RKO) 
held 5% days beyond a first week; 
got $5,000 for that period, only fair. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,180; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Swamp Water’ (20th). Strong from 
the opening gun and may hit $13,000, 
holding over. Last week ‘Frightened 
Lady’ (Hoffberg), under $5,000, poor. 
House went from a 28-55c range to 
| 35-55-75c for ‘Water.’ 
| Palace (RKO) (1,700: 28-35-44-55- 








| 65-75) —Yank in R.AF.’ (20th) (2d | 
run) and ‘Hurry, Charlie, Hurry’ | 
(RKO) (1st run), dualed. Goes nine | 


days, but only $7,500, poor. ‘Moon 
Over Shoulder’ (20th) (Ist run) and 
‘Navy Blues’ (WB) (2d run), only 
$7,300, mild. 

Parameunt (Par) (3,664 35-55-85- 
99)—‘Skylark’ (Par) and Harry 


James orchestra, plus Ray Bolger, | 
other acts. Comes in today (Wed.) | 
jafter hone week with ‘New York | 
Town’ and the Bill Robinson-Jimmie | 


Lunceford stage unit: scored only 
$36,000, under average, but profit. 
| Final (3d) week for ‘Nothing But 
| Truth’ (Par), Andrews Sisters and 
| Johnny Long, $43,000, very big. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
jlers) (5,945; 44-55-85-99-$1.65 )—‘One 
|Foot in Heaven’ (WB) and stage 
|show. Good $87,000 is expected, but 
ino holdover, as originally planned, 
with ‘Suspicion’ (RKO) previously 
|set for Thanksgiving (tomorrow). 
Last week, ‘Appointment for Love’ 
(U), also bought for one week, did 
$92,000, fine. 

Rialto (Mayer) (594; 28-44-55)— 
‘South of Tahiti’ (U) (2d-final wk). 
| Held additional five days, getting 
,over $4,000, while first week was 
; slightly over $8,000, satisfactory on 
ithe run. ‘Mob Town’ (U) opens to- 
| morrow (Thurs.). 

Riveli (UA) (2,092; 35-55-75-85-99 ) 


‘—How Green Was Valley’ (20th) 
(4th wk). Off sormewhat at $26,000 
on the third stanza concluded last 
night (Tues.), but pickup anticipated 
over Thanksgiving. A strong take 
of $36,500 was recorded for the sec- 
ond week. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 35-55-65-75-85) 
—Week-End in Havana’ (20th) and 
stageshow (2d wk). With the final 
day of its second lap being Thanks- 
giving (tomorrow), gross should get 
to about $45,000, very good, though 
$10,000 behind the initial week’s take 
of $55,000, very big. Holds a third 
round. 

State (Loew's) (3,450: 28-44-55-75- 
90-$1.10)—‘Lydia’ (UA) (2d run) and, 
on vaude bill, Carmen Amaya, Lew 
Parker, others. May have trouble 
nudging $20,000, only fairish. Last 
week, ‘Jekyll-Hyde’ (M-G) (2d run) 
and Desi Arnaz and Sheila Barrett, 
near to $25,000, good. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 35-55-75-85-99) 
—‘International Squadron’ (WB) and 
Teddy Powell. In for only one week, 
ending tonight (Wed.) and light at 
about $25,000. Last week, fourth for 
‘York’ (WB) and Phil Spitalny, $24,- 
000 on six days, ok. ‘They Died 
With Their Boots On’ (WB) and 
Woody Herman open tomorrow 
(Thurs. ). 


TOUCH 136, 
BUFF. BEST 


Buffalo, Nov. 18. 

Takings for this pre-Thanksgiving 
semester seem to have subsided 
somewhat, probably in anticipation 
of the coming holiday weekend rush, 
All spots have staggered their stane 
zas in order to handle holiday open- 
ings. 

Dual of ‘Feminine Touch’ and ‘Un- 
holy Partners’ at the Buffalo is the 
round’s top item, tl ugh third canto 
of ‘York’ is still potent enough at the 
Lakes to draw runner-up position. 
Retention of ‘Eve’ at the Lafayette is 
nice. 

Estimates fer This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 
‘Feminine Touch’ (M-G) and “Unholy 
Partners’ (M-G). Neat $13,000. Last 
week, ‘Weekend Havana’ (20th) and 
‘Aldrich President’ (Par), sweet biz, 
$13,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 44-59) 
—‘Sgt. York’ (WB) (3d wk). Still 
stacking up well, $10,000. Last week, 
(2d) highly profitable at $13,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45) —Week- 
end Havana’ (20th) and ‘Aldrich 
President’ (Par) (2d run). Continues 
brisk pace at $8,500. Last week (5 
days), ‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) (4th wk), 
finished up month’s run with oke 
nearly $6,000. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,200; 30-44) 
—Started with Eve’ (U) and ‘Burma 
Convoy’ (U) (2d wk). Still in the 
| money at probably $8,500. Last week, 
nabbed outstanding coin, almost 
$12,000. 

20th Century (Ind) (3,000; 30-44) 
—Target for Tonight’ (WB) and 
‘Major Barbara’ (UA) (6 days). Mild, 
around $5,500. Last week, ‘Lydia’ 
(UA), moderate $6,000. 


‘PREMIERE’ PLUS VAUDE 
NIFTY 166 IN NEWARK 


Newark, Nov. 18. 

Approach of the Thanksgiving holi- 
day period is cutting into theatre 
grosses this week. Nevertheless the 
Adams’ new seven-day vaude sched- 
ule and ‘World Premiere’ will catch 
a nice gross. Loew’s, holding ‘Dr. 
| Jekyll and Mr. Hyde’ for a second 
week, is disappointing 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Indie) (2,000; 25-40-55-65) 
|—‘World Premiere’ (Par) and vaude 
| bill, including Andrews Sisters and 
Joe Venuti’s orchestra. Neat $16,000. 
| Last week, ‘Mexico Way’ (Rep) plus 
| Ina Ray Huttton and the Korn Kob- 
| blers on stage, good $14,000. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200: 20-28-39-44 )— 
| ‘Lydia’ (UA) and ‘Whistling Dark’ 
(M-G). Poor $2,800. Last week. 
‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB) and ‘Our Wife’ 
(Col), fair $3,350. 

Paramount (Par-Adams) (2,000: 30- 
| 35-44-55)—‘New York Town’ (Par) 
jand ‘Aldrich President’ (Par) (9 
days). Good $14,000. Last week, 
‘Nothing But Truth’ (Par) and “Doc- 
| tors Don't Tell’ (Rep) (3d wk), solid 

$10,000. 
| State (Loew’s) (2,600: 28-33-44-55) 
—Dr. Jekyll’ (M-G) and ‘Tanks Mil. 
lion’ (UA) (2d wk). Biz disappoint- 
| ing. dull $10,000. Last week, fine 
| $16,000. 
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Three Girls-Sweater’ Unit $22,500 | 


In Hub; ‘Eve’ 146 H.0., ‘Target’ Big 86 


—__—_--—- + 


Boston, Nov. 18. 

Metropolitan resumed stage shows | 
Jast week (14) with Xavier Cugat | 
band and boosted its top from 55c to | 
75c. Higner scale apparently scared | 
away the matinee customers, because 
trade has been disappointing at the | 
deluxe stand until after dark. | 
‘Sweater Girls’ unit with ‘Three | 
Girls’ at the RKO Boston is ex- | 
pected to top the Met. ‘Feminine | 
Touch’ dualled with ‘Ladies in Re- 
tirement’ at the Orpheum and State 
look like the best bets this week for 
straight film fare. 

Translux with ‘Target for Tonight’ 
is counting up the greatest biggest 
take in months, with a holdover in 
order. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-44-55- 
65)—'Three Girls’ (Col) with 
‘Sweater Girls’ unit on stage, aiming 
at hefty $22,500. Last week, ‘Flying 
Cadets’ (U) with Kay Kyser on stage 
heaved in season's biggest figure at | 
$39,000. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,373; 30-40-44-55) | 
—Weekend Havana’ (20th) and 
‘Great Guns’ (20th) (2nd run). Okay 
$6,000. Last week, ‘International | 
Squadron’ (WB) and ‘New Wine’) 
(UA), $7,500, very good. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 30- | 
40-44-55)—‘Started With Eve’ (U) 
and ‘Man At Large’ (20th) (six-day 
holdover). Swell $14,000. First week 
same combo caught socko $22,000, 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 35-40- 
50-75 )—‘Kildare’s Wedding’ (M-G) 
with Xavier Cugat and Larry Adler 
on stage. Modest $24,000, disappoint- 
ing at this tilted scale. House will 
run stage shows only occasionally 
through season, under present plan. 
Last week, ‘Birth Blues’ (Par) and 
‘Among Living’ (Par), spiffy $24,500 
on eight days. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 20-40-44- 
55)—‘Feminine Touch’ (M-G) and 
‘Ladies Retirement’ (Col). Okay for 
$17,500. Last week, ‘Belong to Me’ 
(Col) and ‘Texas’ (Col), $17,800. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 30-40-44- | 
55)—‘Weekend Havana’ (20th) and 
‘Great Guns’ (20th) (2nd runs). Ade- 
quate $10,000. Last week, ‘Interna- 
tional Squadron’ (WB) and ‘New 
Wine’ (UA), $13,000, very good. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 30-40-44-55 )— 
‘Feminine Touch’ (M-G) and ‘Ladies 
Retirement’ (Col), Satisfying $13,500. 
Last week, ‘Belong to Me’ (Col) and 
‘Texas’ (Col), $14,200. 

Translux (Translux) (900; 28-44- 
55)—'Target for Tonight’ (WB) and 
‘Meet Maxwell Archer’ (Mono). 








| Never Get Rich’ and ‘Pittsburgh Kid’ 


Kid’ (Rep) 


‘Sundown’ $15,000 Is 





‘York’ Still Talk Of 
B’klyn, $20,000 3d Wk. 


Brooklyn, Nov. 18. 
Three strong holdovers in down- 
town sector with ‘Sergeant York’ 
garnering most of dough at Fabian 
Paramount on third week. ‘Dr. 
Jekyll-Mr. Hyde’ and ‘Tanks Million’ 
at Loew’s Metropolitan, and ‘You'll 


at Fabian Fox, also doing satisfac- 
torily as holdovers. 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3.274; 30-40-50-55)— 
‘Caroline’ (RKO) an ‘Reluctant 
Dragon’ (RKO). Fair $16,000. Last 
week, ‘Yank R.A.F.’ (20th) (2d wk) 
and ‘Weekend Three’ (20th), okay 
$16,000. 

Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 30-40-50-55) 
—Never Rich’ (Col) and ‘Pittsburgh 
(2d wk). Nice $15,000. 
Last week, strong $19,000. 

Met (Loew's) (3.618; 30-40-50-55 )— 
‘Dr. Jekyll’ (M-G) and ‘Tanks Mil- 
lion’ (UA) (2d wk). Okay $15,000. 
Last week, neat $19,000. 

Paramount (Fabian) (4,126: 30-40- 
50-55 )—‘Sgt. York’ (WB) and short, 
‘Minstrel Days’ (WB) (3d wk). 
Holding up remarkably well, nifty 
$20,000. Last week (2d), hefty 
$29,000. 

Strand (WB) (2,800: 30-40-50-55)— 
‘Bionde Singapore’ (Col) and stage 
show with Jan Savitt’s band and 
Jack Leonard. Attractive $13.000 on 
four days. Last week, ‘Rags Riches’ 
(Rep) and stage show with Bill Rob- 
inson and Jimmie Lunceford’s band, 
snappy $14,000. 





Prov. Acer; ‘Love’ 86, 
‘Eve’ Nice $7,500 H.0. 


Providence, Nov. 18. 

Main stemmers are still strong, 
with ‘It Started With Eve’-sturdy in 
its second week at RKO Albee and 
‘Sergeant York’ enjoying its third 
downtown week after shift from Ma- 
jestic to Carlton. ‘Birth of the Blues’ 
doing nice at Strand, and ‘Sundown’ 
stepping to hefty take at Loew’s 
State. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Started With Eve’ (U) and ‘Week- 
end Three’ (RKO) (2d wk). Nice 
$7,500 after knocking off zowie $11,- 
500 on opener. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 55-65) 








Whammo $8,000, best in months. Last 
week, ‘This W Please’ (Par) (re- 
vival) and ‘Mer®y Island’ (Rep) (1st 
run), fair $4,000. 


‘Soldier’ Miid $13,000 
In Balto Stump; ‘Texas’ 


Plus Barnet Nice 166 





Baltimore, Noy. 18. 

Some indication of re-holiday 
slump is evidencing itself here al- 
ready. Downtowners are preparing 
to unfold new product Thursday 
(20) which is recognized hereabouts 
as Thanksgiving Day. Currently, 
‘Texas, leaning heavily on Charlie 
Barnet and orch, at the combo Hipp, 
is leading the parade. ‘The Choco- 
late Soldier,’ at Loew’s Century, and 
‘Skylark,’ at Keith’s, are faring 
mildly with latter a bit disappoint- 
ing on early returns. 

Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000: 17- 
28-44)—‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G). 
Just fair with about *$13.000 most 
looked for. Last week, ‘Feminine 


Touch’ (M-G), strong $14,400 as only 


new entry of h.o.s. 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
17-25-28-39-44-55-66)—‘Texas’ (Col.) 


plus Charlie Barnet and orch., lead- 
ing the town for nice $16,000. Two 
appearances of Abbott & Costello, 
Sunday (16), helped swell that day’s 
receipts mightily. Last week, sec- 
ond of ‘Little Foxes’ (RKO) and 


vaude, added mild $9,200 after open- | 


ing sesh at $14,600. 

Keith’s (Schanberzer) (2,406; 17-28- 
33-39-44 )—‘Skylark’ (Par). ‘Dis- 
appointing on early returns with 
possible $10,000, fair but not up to 
expectations. Last week, second of 
‘Appointment Love’ (U) added all- 
right $7.700 after fair initial round 
at $11,200. 


New (Mechanic) (1,581; 17-28-35- 
44)—‘Great Guns’ (20th). Ambling 


along to pallid $5,000. Last week, 
third round of ‘Weekend Havana’ 
(20th) brought three week total up 
to strong $18,800, 


—Sgt. York’ (WB) (3d downtown 
| wk). Carryover still pulling them in 
|for nifty $5,000. Last week, ‘Femi- 
nine Touch’ (M-G) and ‘Unholy Part- 
ners’ (M-G) (2d run), good $2,700. 

Fay’s (Indie) (1,400; 28-39-50)—‘9 
Lives Not Enough’ (WB) and vaude 
on stage. Good $5,000. Last week, 
‘Moon Over Shoulder’ (20th) and 
vaude, good $5,200. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Appointment Love’ (U) and ‘Never 


i‘Birth of Biues’ 


York’ (WB) (2d wk), colossal $18,000. 

Metropolitan (Indie) (3,200; 30-40) 
—Dolly Dawn and her Dawn Patrol 
Orchestra, Mills Brothers and other 


acts on stage, and ‘Zis-Boom-Bah’ 
(Mono). Good $6,000 on three-day 
run, 

State ‘Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50)— 


‘Sundown’ (UA) and ‘Ellery Queen 
Murder Ring’ (Col). Sliding along 
to nifty $15,000. Last week, ‘Choco- 
late Soldier’ (M-G) and ‘Three Girls’ 
(Col), so-so $12,100. 
Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-39-50)— 
(Par) (2d wk) and 
‘Pittsburgh Kid’ (Rep). Trim $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Birth Blues’ (Par) and 
‘Mercy Island’ (Rep), big $10,500. 


Mpls. in Dive; ‘Smilin’ ’ 
N.S.H. $6,500, ‘Eve’ 7G, 
‘Badlands’ Slick $4,000 


Minneapolis, Nov. 18. 
After a -succession of big weeks, 
loop showhouses are currently suf- 








fering a_ slight pre-Thanksgiving 
slump. An unimpressive array of 
pictures doubtlessly is to blame. 


Lineup includes a pair of holdovers, 


‘Birth of Blues,’ moved from the 
State to the Century, and ‘Unfin- 


ished Business’ remaining a third at 
the World. 

Of the newcomers, ‘Smilin’ 
Through’, at the State, easily is tops. 
‘It Started With Eve,’ Orpheum offer- 
ing, hasn’t caught on, but “Badlands 
of Dakota’ got off to a surprisingly 
good start at the Gopher. 

Estimates for This Week 
(900; 17-28)— 
(Col) and 


Aster ‘(Par-Singer) 
‘Secrets Lone Wolf’ 
‘Burma Convoy’ (U). Six days for 
satisfactory $1,600. “Ellery Queen 
Murder Ring’ (Col) and ‘Kid Kansas’ 
(U), open Thursday (20). Last week, 
‘Flying Cadets’ (U) and ‘Latins Man- 
hattan’ (Col), mild $1,200 in six days. 

Century (P-S) (1,600; 28-39-44)— 
‘Birth Blues’ (Par) (2d wk). En 
route to nifty $5,000. Last week, 
‘Nothing But Truth’ (Par) (3d wk), 
fine $3,200. 

Esquire (Berger) (290; 28)—‘Pace 
That Kills’ (Indie) and ‘Nude World’ 
(Indie). The sexies continue to hold 
forth here. Satisfactory $1,000. Last 
week, ‘Burning Question’ (Indie), 
mi'd- $600. 

Gopher (P-S) (998; 28)—‘Badlands 
Dakota’ (U). Proximity of North 
and South Dakota to Minnesota may 
have something to do with the ini- 
tial rush of customers. Looks like 
robust $4,000. Last week, ‘Aldrich 
President’ (Par), good $2,800. 

Orpheum (P-S) (2,800; 28-39-44 )— 
‘Started With Eve’ (U). Highly 
pleasing picture but disappointing 
initial returns. Should build to fine 
$7,000 in six days. Last week, ‘Mar- 
ried Bachelor’ (M-G) and Orrin 
Tucker band and Bonnie Baker, etc., 
on stage, stupendous $20,500. 

State (P-S) (2,300; 28-39-44)— 
‘Smilin’ Through’ ‘(M-G). Well- 
enough liked but only fair $6,500. 
Last week, ‘Birth Blues’ (Par), $9,- 
000. Good. 

Uptewn (Par) (1,100; 28-39 )—‘Hold 
Dawn’ (Par). First neighborhood 
showing, fair $2,800. Last week, ‘Dr. 
Jekyll’ (M-G). First in neighbor- 
hood, good $3,400. 

World (Par-Steffes) (350; 28-39-44- 
55)—‘UnGnished Business’ (U) (3d 
wk). Winds up Wednesday. Light 
$900 for six days. Last week, pretty 





Give Sucker Break’ (U). Doing all 
right, nice $8,000. Last week, ‘Set. 


good $1,500, after fair $6,800 first 
week at State. 








} 

} 

Cleveland, Nov. 
No competish in sight here 


18. 
for 


‘Folies Bergere’ unit at Palace, which | 
had a smash getaway and is pushing | 
‘International Squadron’ up to power- | 


ful $26,000. ‘Skylark’ is winging up 
okay biz for State but ‘Yank In 
R.A.F.’ is shooting a bit wild at Hipp. 
Nevertheless, the Warner deluxer is 
giving it a five day h.o. in order to 
shift into Thanksgiving Day opening. 
Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55) 
‘Sgt. York’ (WB). Nothing like it 
since ‘Snow-White.’ Rolling along as 
steadily as an army tank in sixth 
week for a swell $5,000, after snatch- 
ing $6,500 on last lap. 


Alhambra (Printz) (1,200; 10-20- 
|35)—‘Harmon Michigan (Col) plus 
|‘Badlands Dakota’ (U) (2d _ run). 


Football saga nicely sold for $2.600. 


| Last week ‘Burma Convoy’ (U) and | 


|‘Mobtown’ (U), also _ satisfactory | 
| $2.600. 

| Circle (Polster) (1,800; 20-35)— 
| ‘Gay Falcon’ (RKO) and ‘Mr. Ce- 
|lebrity’ (PRC). Better than fair $2,- 
700. Last week, ‘Lady Scarface’ 


(RKO) and ‘Down San Diego’ (M-G), 
average $2,500. 
| Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 
—Yank R.A.F.’ (20th. Pot-shotted 
by critics and not so exciting $6,000 


‘Squadron’-Folies’ Unit Sock $26,000 
Cleve. Topper- Yank’ Only 66 on H.0. 


; 000, or better. Last week, ‘Belle 
| Starr’ (20th), backed by Sally Rand 
and vaude on stage, also hot at $22.- 
500. 

State (Loew’s) (3.450; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Skylark’ (Par) 
but good for $12,500 Last 
‘Birth Blues’ (Par) not too rosy, $11,- 
200. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,872; 30-35-42- 
55)—Birth Blues’ (Par). 
on for oke_ $5,000. 
‘Chocolate Soldier’ 
$5,300. 


Last 
(M-G ) 


week, 
tuneful 


EDDY-STEVENS MILD 
$8,000 IN LOUISVILLE 


Louisville, Nov. 18. 

Biz among the downtown first-runs 
,is shaping up a little better than 
| average, with a surprising showing 
| being made by the h.o.’s. 

| Film houses had some opposish 
|} Sunday night from a dance carnival 
{at the Jefferson County Armory with 
| Shep Fields and Tommy Dorsey 
:orchs playing the local stand on the 
| RCA Dance Caravan tour. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brewn (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 








Stanley (WB) (3,280; 17-28-40-44- for five day h.o., after a disappoint- | (1,400; 15-30-40)—‘Birth Blues’ (Par) 


55-66 )—‘Set. York’ (WB) (5th week). 
Winding up sensational engagement 


ing $10,000 on initial frame. 
Palace (RKO) (3,700; 30-35-42-55- 


| and ‘Among Living’ (Par). Stepping 


| off to unusually strong biz on move- 


with about $6,300 on week and ter- | 66)—‘International Squadron’ (WB) | over, and held through Thanksgiving 


rific total of $87,000 estimated for | with ‘Folies Bergere’ unit. Girl show | Day 


socko run of 33°playing’ days, 


oes coieeiecesmaneaaein . — 2 np enererreemee 


‘jamming theatre for g terrific $26,- 


(20), should click off 
(Continued on page 22) 


swell 


‘Laughing’ Hefty $22,000 in Frisco: 





‘Started With Eve’ Tops 
In Dull Lincoln,’ $3,000 


Lincoln, Neb., Nov. 18. 

Town's deep in the dumps with 
only Deanna Durbin’s ‘It Started 
With Eve’ able to emerge with a 
fair showing. 

Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer) 
(750; 10-15-20)—‘Father Is Prince’ 
(WB) and ‘Border Patrolman’ (20th) 
split with ‘Redhead’ (Mono) and 
‘Basin Outlaws’ (Mono). Mild $700. 
Last week, ‘Case of Parrot’ (WB) 
and ‘Apache Kid’ (Rep) split with 
‘King Zombies’ (Mono) and ‘Gun 
Code’ (PRC). N.s.g. $800. 

Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503; 
10-30-44)—‘Skylark’ (Par). Lucky 
to get low $2,800. Last week, ‘Fem- 
inine Touch’ (M-G), collapsed after 
five days, pale $2,200. 

Nebraska (C-P) (1,236; 10-25-30)— 
‘Never Give Sucker Break’ (U) and 
‘Men at Large’ (20th). Headed for 
disastrous $1,000. Last week, ‘Par- 
son Panamint’ (Par) and ‘Down San 
Diego’ (M-G), thin at same figure. 

State (Noble-Federer) (984; 10-25- 
30)—International Squadron’ (WB) 
and ‘Two in Taxi’ (Col). New house 


continues to get along with fair 
$1,400. Last week, ‘Sweetheart 
Campus’ (Col) and ‘Big Boss’ (Col) 
split with ‘Father Takes Wife’ 
(RKO) = and ‘Seattergood Pulls 
Strings’ (RKO), so-so $1,200, 

Stuart (C-P) (1,884; 10-30-44)— 
‘Started With Eve’ (U). Average 
$3,000, but best in town. Last week, 


‘Unfinished Business’ (U), rallied to 
so-so $2,800. 

Varsity (Noble-Federer (1,100; 10- 
30 - 44) —‘Look Who's’ Laughing’ 
(RKO). Nominal $2,700 but strong 
here. Last week, ‘Never Rich’ (Col), 
nice $3,300. 





‘Squadron’ Zooms To 
Terrific $9,500, Seattle; 
‘Foxes’ 8G, ‘Sundown’ 7G 


Seattle, Nov. 18. 

‘Birth of Blues’ hit unusually 
strong pace on first week and holds 
at Paramount, with ‘Smilin’ Through’ 
good enough to move from Fifth to 
Blue Mouse for second session. “The 
Little Foxes’ goes into the Fifth Ave- 
nue. Armistice Day holiday shot 
business up beyond expectations in 
many houses. Roosevelt house rec- 
ords for year smashed by ‘Sergeant 
York,’ holding for fifth week. 
Palomar, town’s lone vaude house, 
is doing better business. Likely due 
to so many newcomers in Seattle 





fense work. 
Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-58) — ‘Smilin’ Through’ 
(M-G) and ‘Moon Over Shoulder’ 


nue, big $3,000. Last week, ‘Week- 
end Havana’ (20th) and ‘Lady Scar- 
face’ (RKO) (2d wk), okay $2,900. 
Coliseum (H-E) (1,900; 23-40) ~ 
‘Aloma’ (Par) and ‘Mr. Jordan’ (Col) 
(2d run). Good $2,800. Last week, 
‘Dr. Jekyll’ (M-G) and ‘Flying Blina’ 





Wabbling slightly | 
round, | 


Catching | 


(Par), fair $2,600. 
Fifth Avenue (H-E) 
58 )—‘Little Foxes’ (RKO) and ‘Flv- 
ing Cadets’ (U). Mighty good $8,000. 
| Last week, ‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G) 


(2,349; 30-40- 


coming from the hinterland on dee! 


(20th) (2d wk), Hot from Fifth Ave- | 





‘Swamp’ 156, Hot Spot’ Cool $16,000 


San Francisco, Nov. 18. 

Golden Gate distinguished itself 
this week by smashing all one-day 
attendance records with the personal 
appearance of Edgar Bergen at the 
world preem of ‘Look Who's Laugh- 
ing.’ ouse opened at 9:30 a.m. in- 
stead of at 11 o’clock and got in five 
shows. Total of 12,600 persons 
swarmed through during the day for 
$4,900 total. It was the second bell- 
ringer in a row for the house, Duke 
Ellington’s sesh on the stage grossing 
$22,000 for the previous week, con- 


siderably over estimates. ‘Laughing’ 
holds a second week, 
Grand National Livestock show 


opened Saturday, drawing 32,000 first 
two days. 

‘Sergeant York’ is hanging on for 
a fifth Fe frame and the Or- 
pheum and United Artists are also 
doing okay with holdovers. ‘Swamp 
Water’ is the Paramount’s new entry 
with nice results. ‘Hot Spot’ at the 
Fox is only mild. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50)— 
‘Hot Spot’ (20th) and ‘Great Guns’ 
(20th). Slow start will hold this one 


to around $16,000, just fair. Last 
(2d final) week, ‘Nothing But Truth’ 
(Par) and ‘9 Lives Not Enough’ 
(WB) $12,000 on holdover, satisfac- 


ay + 
olden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 39-44- 
55)—‘Look Who's Laughing’ (RKO) 
and vaude. Opening day of world 
preem with Edgar Bergen, in per- 
son, broke all attendance records for 
the house with 12,600 persons fight- 
ing for seats. Week will pick up 
$22,000, huge for this kind of film. 
Last week, ‘Father Takes Wife’ 
(RKO) and Duke Ellington zoomed 
up over expectations for a terrific 
$22,000, Ellington getting most of 
credit. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 35- 


40-50)—Texas’ (Col) and ‘Latins 
Manhattan’ (Col) (2d wk). Strong 
$7.000. Last (ist) week, smashing 


$12,800, for one of the most profit- 
able runs in weeks here. 


Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 
50) — ‘Swamp Water’ (20th) and 
‘Moon Over Shoulder’ (20th). Crix 


raves may help this one to $15,000, 
nice. Last week, ‘International 
Squadron’ (WB) and ‘Smiling Ghost’ 
(WB) better than expected, nudging 
$14,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
50)—‘Nothing But Truth’ (Par) and 
‘9 Lives Not Enough’ (WB) (move- 
over). Third week on Market street, 
average $5,000. Last (moveover) 
week, ‘Unholy Partners’ (M-G) and 
‘Ice-Capades’ (Rep), mild $4,500. 

United Artists (UA-Blumenfeld) 
(1,100; 35-40-50) — ‘Appointment for 


Love’ (U) (3d wk) and ‘Broadway 
Limited’ (UA) (2d wk). This has 
been perking since the second fea- 


ture was added, fine $6,500. Last 
week, combo picked healthy $7,800. 


Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 50-60)— 
‘Sgt. York’ (WB) (5th wk). Lasky 
production still plenty strong, and 


will grab close to $10,000, excellent 
on fifth session. Last (4th) week, 
spurted to splendid $13,000. 


‘Money’-J. Dorsey Huge 
$25,000 for Pitt; ‘Guns’ 
Nice 76, ‘Foxes’ 66 H.0. 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 18. 

General tone of biz in Golden Tri- 
angle remains firm although dipping 
just a bit this week over previous 
sessions. One of big surprises of 
year is the trade ‘Great Guns’ is 
doing at Fulton, where it’s now in 
the second week, and few can re- 
member when a Laurel-Hardy pic- 
ture ever rated a first-run h.o. Stan- 


| ley is continuing its strong pace with 


| and ‘Moon Over Shoulder’ (20th), 
| $7,400, big. 

| Liberty (J-vH) (1,650: 30-40-58)— 
|‘Sundown’ (UA). Big newspaper 
|campaign helping to grab sturdy 
| $7,000. Last week, ‘Never Rich’ (Col) 
and ‘Ellery Queen Perfect Crime’ | 


(Col), $3,800, okay, for third week. 
‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) (4th wk) 
| $3,100 on six days 
| film, solid at $4,400 


Neat 
Last week, same 


‘International Squadron’ (WB) and 
‘Smilin’ Ghost’ (WB). Great $9.500 
| Last week, ‘Unfinished Business’ (1) 
j and ‘Sing Chorus’ (U), holiday help- 
| Ing to way above expectations to 


| $7.500, solid. 


Orpheum (H-E) (2,600: 30-40-58)— | 


Music Box (H-E) (850: 30-40-58 )— | 


Palomar (Sterling) | 1,350; 30-50)— | 


| ‘Mexico Way’ (Rep) and ‘Citadel 
Crime’ ‘Rep) plus stage show. Splen- 
did $7,000, Last week, ‘Sailors Leave’ 
(Rep) and ‘Top Sgt. Mulligan’ 
(Mono) plus vaude, $6,800, great. 
Paramount (H-E) (3,039: 30-40-58) 
—‘Birth Blues’ (Par) and ‘Chan Rio’ 
(20th) (2d wk). Nice $6,500. Last 
week, same films, magnificent $15,000 
= surprising spurt over Armistice 
ay. 


Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 20- 
30)—Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G) and 
‘Forced Landing’ (Par) (2d run). 
Slow $2,000. Last week, ‘Kiss Boys’ 
{{Par) and ‘Life With Caroline’ 
| (RKO), $2,700, good. 





Roosevelt (Sterling) (40-50-65) — 
‘Sgt. York’ (WB) (5th wk). Big 
$4,600. Last week, same film, house | 
record for season, garnered $5,000, 
great. 


high-riding Jimmy Dorsey band. ‘All 
|That Money Can Buy’ and ‘Little 
Foxes’ are doing well at Warner on 
moveover from Penn 

Pretty disappointing is the take of 
‘Nothing But the Truth’ at Penn, 
where Bob Hope has never meant 
much despite an excellent press fo! 
him hereabouts. Senator has faded 
out of the cinema picture for two 
weeks while ‘Life With Father’ oc- 
cupies the stage there, and at Ritz, 
|‘Honky Tonk,’ in fifth downtown 
week, is holding up swell. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 30-50)— 
‘Great Guns’ (20th) (2d wk). No- 
body can remember when Laurel 





and Hardy ever rated a first-run h.o. 
in these parts, but their comeback 
comedy is proving one of the sea- 
son’s surprises. Last week better 
than $7,000, good here at any time, 
and on five days of second week 
should come close to $3,800 anyway. 
Could stay full week, but house 1s 
utting in ‘Never Give Sucker Even 
reak’ (U) and ‘Badlands Dakota 
(U), Thursday (20) in order to be 
in line for Pennsy Thanksgiving (27) 
getaway with ‘Keep 'Em Flying’ (U). 
Penn (Loew’'s-UA) (3,300; 30-40- 
50)—‘Nothing But Truth’ (Par), Cu- 
rious thing about Bob Hope in Pitts- 
burgh, he just can’t seem to make 
the upper bracket in boxoffice. His 
current comedy’s running behind 
(Continued on page 22) 
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B’WAY INDEFINITIONS | 


By Ernest Lehman 





oinmeaiietion 





GROSS...A guy who is Gross is either vulgar, a strong boxoffice draw- 
ing card or the radio editor of the N. Y. Daily News. 


B.O...An actor with b.o. is one who is worshipped by his public, or one 
who is shunned by his friends. 


MIKE...Something you talk into when you've got something on your 
script, or someone you talk to over a bar when you've got something on 
your mind. 

a ° 


WAX...If there’s music recorded on it, and it gets in your ears, that’s 
good, If there’s nothing on it, and it gets in your ears, that isn’t. 
“ - . 


GRAVY...On your vest, it means going to the cleaners. In your pocket, 
just the opposite. 


7 . tl 


GAG...When you place a gag or a man’s mouth, he becomes a martyr. 
When you place one in his mouth, he gets 39 weeks on 116 stations and 
sells more toothpaste than Liggett’s. 

aan 


DOLL. ..Something that little girls and big playboys can’t do without. 


BELLY...You can get one at Lindy’s either by eating the right food, 
or by listening to the right conversations. 
* 


KNOCK...Opportunity knocks but once. A Broadwayite knocks, but 
endlessly. 
* 


7 * 


LEGITIMATE...A word applied more often to the theatre than to the 
actors therein. 
7 


KNIFE...Many a guy can now put one in a Porterhouse only because 
he once put one in a pal. 
* 


HANDOUT...A press agent gives one to a columnist to satisfy his client. 

A columnist gives one to a panhandler to satisfy his conscience. 
- 7 * 

BUSINESS...If a show has the right kind of script, it does the right 
kind at the boxoffice. Brgadwayites would do more business if they spent 
less time giving it to others. 

*- - 

BLACKOUT...On Broadway—perhaps. 
funny, McGee! 


a 
But on the Continent—it ain’t 


PLUG...If you bet on one, or park next to one, you get a ticket, and it 
costs you money. If you depend on many, you hire a press agent. 
2 . oa 
COMEBACK...Sometimes it means getting off the ad lib. Sometimes, 
it means getting off the “at liberty.” 


” * > 


DISH...Most people can dish, but they can’t take. 
itors can’t take, unless they dish. 
* 


Most movie exhib- 


MAKEUP...Sometimes you do it with a kiss. Sometimes you undo it 
with a kiss. 


PONY...If you play one straight, you're liable to get nothing but a 
headache. If you drink one straight, you're liable te get the same thing. 
* . ° 


CHEESECAKE...Many a chorine can now eat it in Lindy’s, because 
she once got it in ‘Life.’ 
* 


* * 4 


FILM...Pepsodent gave Hope to those who display film on the teeth. 
Paramount gave Hope to those who display film on the screen. 
° 7 7 

FLESH...If he can get it into the right places, he’s a successful agent. 
If she's got it in the right places, she doesn’t need one. 
+. 


CREDIT...Press agents take it. Department stores give it. Some 
Broadwayites live on it. Others live for it. 
. ¢ a 

BOOK...People who read books are usually well-read, People who 


make book are usually well-red. 
* 


TIME...On the air, valuable. 
stands, 15c. 


On your hands, worthless, On the news- 


LIMB...On Broadway, as many guys get out on them as girls get in 
on them, 


Studio Flacks Line Up 
Talent for AP Editors’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 18. 
Studio Publicity Directors Com- 





a 
v 











Puts Pan On Pix 


Continued from page 5 











tion of films, in which he said: ‘They 

are still suggestive and too sexy.’ 
He declared motion pictures are 

not a medium for sex edueation and 





UA Ad Chiefs West 


Hollywood, Nov. 18. 


Delegation from United Artists 
home office, headed by Monroe 
Greenthal, arrived from New York 
to map advertising and publicity 
campaigns on UA product. 

Preceding Greenthal were his 
chief aide, Al Margolies, and David 
E. Weshner, director of exploitation. 


Gov't Tieup with A&C’s 
Flying’ to Help Recruit 
300,000 Ground Forces 


Press department of the U. S. air 
force has lined up behind “Keep 'Em 
Flying’ (U), Abbott and Costello 
starrer, to tie opening of picture in 
key situations with campaign to re- 
cruit additional 300,000 men _ for 
ground forces of the aviation branch 
of the service. 

Understood that Government chan- 
nels are buying time on approx- 
mately 800 radio stations and putting 
out a special press book hooking up 
with the film. Approximately 10,000 
drailers and equal number of one- 
sheet are also being put out. ‘Keep 
*Em Flying’ is being shown in several 
key spots prior to regular release 
Nov. 27-Dec. 3 when full exploitation 
gets underway. 

Sid Davidson; Universal publicist, 
is in from the Coast to coordinate 
studio and government exploitation 
in collaboration with Lou Pollock, 
U’s Eastern publicity head. Davidson 
stays East about a month. 

A birthday party for Caro! Bruce, 
with Abbott and Costello as hosts, 
was tossed by U Friday (14) at the 
Astor hotel, N. Y. 

Universal is giving ‘Keep ’Em Fly- 
ing,’ new Abbott and Costello star- 
rer, a giant preem in Detroit today 
(Wednesday) at the Fox theatre. 
Opening is being handled by Dan 
Thomas, Universal’s studio publicity 
chief, and four assistants. 

Highlight of premiere wili be mass 
flight of bombing planes from Self- 
ridge Field. Mayor Jefferies has 
proclaimed Nov. 19 as ‘Keep ’Em 
Flying’ day in Detroit. All Detroit 
newspapers are using special sec- 
tions or displays on the Abbott-Cos- 
tello opening. Besides Abbott and 
Costello, Carol Bruce and Dick Fo- 
ran, romantic leads in ‘Keep "Em 
Flying,’ and director Arthur Lubin 
will attend the preem. 


Skouras Coast Handouts 


Los Angeles, Nov. 18. 

















Spyros Skouras handed out cash! 


awards totaling $10,000 to managers 
of Fox West Coast Theatres in 


in the recent showmanship drive. 
Both Skouras brothers, Spyros and 
Charles, left after the ceremony for 
San Francisco to deliver awards to 
managers in the northern division. 


F or Theatre; 


Wisper-Wetsman Must Wait 2 Years 


Exchange Briefies 





Detroit, Nov. 18. 
Rights of London Amus. Co. to re- 
tain possession of the Lincoln here 
until Beb. 28, 1943, was affirmed by 
the Federal Circuit Court of Ap- 


decision of the U. S. district court. 
The London company had brought 
suit against the landlord for the right 
to retain occupancy. 

The Federal court has held that it 
will not be until two years from now 
that a lease with the Wisper & 
Wetsman Theatres for the house be- 
comes effective. 

Formerly salesman for Warner 
Bros. with offices here, Sid Chap- 
man now is affiliated with RKO, 
covering the west side of Michigan 
out of Grand Rapids. Ralph Peck- 
ham, former branch manager here 
for Grand National, has taken over 
the Warner territory patroled by 
Chapman. 





Ken Robertson Upped 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 18. 

Ken (Robbie) Robertson, WB city 
manager ‘in State College, Pa., for 
several years, brought into home of- 
fice here as assistant to James Tot- 
man, head of publicity. Totman, pre- 
viously Joe Feldman’s chief aide, 
upped when Feldman became assist- 
ant to new zone manager Moe Silver 
in charge of theatre operations. Re- 
placing Robertson at State College 
will be Chuck Shannon, of White- 
hall theatre here. 

Russ Egry, Altec engineer who: has 
serviced the Pittsburgh area from 
Franklin to Mt. Pleasant, has been 
transferred by his company to 
Phoenix, Ariz. He left for his new 
post over the weekend. Going with 
him was Mrs, Egry, professionally 
Lela Moore, the ‘Dance of the Lovers’ 
act. 

Vox, Ligonier, reopened, managed 
by Clyde S. Waugaman, who also op- 
erates house at Slickville, Pa. Vox 
is the old Wilt, which was closed 
several years ago when Alex Alexis 
opened the new Ligonier, now being 
completely rebuilt and modernized. 





Christie Retiring 


Watervliet, N. Y., Nov. 18. 

Samuel Rosenblatt jeased the 
Strand, Watervliet, which John 
Christie has owned and operated for 
many years. Christie has not been 
in goed. health recently. Rosenblatt 
has been interested in the manage- 
ment of several other neighborhood 
theatres in the Capital district, the 
last one being the Palace in Schenec- 
tady. Rosenblatt is an Albany busi- 
ness man, 

Buehrig Anchors in Cleve. 
Cleveland, Nov. 18. 

Adolph Buehrig, Jr., Loew’s globe- 
trotting manager, returned Saturday 
(15) from Calcutta to become house 
manager of Loew’s State when H. D. 
(Chick) Evans resigned to take post 
in U.S. Treasury Dept. Since he left 
chain’s local Granada eight years 
ago, Buehrig has been supervising 
Metro houses in Calcutta, Bombay 
and South Africa. 

Warners reopening its downtown 








Par, Like 20th-Fox, 


Also Will Adopt 


Special Exploitation Staff Idea 


Paramount, akin to 20th-Fox’s 
setup with Hal Horne, is going in 
for a special exploitation _ staff. 
Horne handles the biggies for 20th, 





mittee, meeting for the first time 
under chairmanship of Howard 
Strickling voted to cooperate with 
the annual conventinon of the As- 
sociated Press managing. editors. 
Arangements are being made to fur- 
nish stars and feature players for 
the entertainment of the editors 
when they convene here. 


Committee also looked over a re- 
port on a nationwide checkup on the 
mailing lists of all studios to dailies 
and syndicates. Purpose is to im- 
prove the material sent out for news- 
Paper publication. 


said: ‘Films are not emphasizing the | 
sanctity and influence of the home.” | 

On Sunday night (16) Rev. John | 
J. McClafferty, executive secretary 
of the National Legion of Decency, | 
announced that only seven of the} 
521 films reviewed by the Legion 
between November, 1940, and No- 
vember, 1941, were in the ‘objection- 
able’ class—meriting outright con- 
demnation. 

Of the others, 267 were classified 
as ‘A-l’ (absolutely unobjectionable 
for audiences of all ages); 197 as 
‘A-2’ (unobjectionable for adults), 
and 50 as ‘B’ (objectionable only in 
parts). 

Father McClafferty, however, 
warned the film industry not to let 
the wartime trend ‘away from God’ 
creep into pictures. 

He said: ‘The hysteria, harass- 
ments and horrors of war have 
spawned license and have lowered 
standards of conduct. The screen 
product of the times can very read- 
ily mirror such deplorable condi- 
tions and in turn contribute to the 





Film for British Tars 
Philadelphia, Nov. 18. 
The British-made ‘Target for To- 
night,’ distributed by Warners, got 
a special preview showing last week 
aboard the British aircraft carrier, 
Furious, now berthed at the Philly 
Navy Yard for overhauling. 
More than 400 tars and officers of 
the Furious and the Manchester, 
British destroyer also being repaired 





here, attended the showing on the 


speeding of the spinal morally down- 
langar.deck of the aircraft carricr. Cit 


ward.’ 





ear 
ee 


although A. M. Botsford supervises 


| the general scene; and Par, likewise, 


is due to bring in a high-powered 
special ballyhoo crew on its forth- 
coming product. 


At the helm will be a seasoned 
showman, differing from the Tom 
Fizdale hookup, as heretofore. The | 


latter had gotten some $35,000 on 
a year’s deal for special publicity. 
Fizdale was brought in by John 
Hertz, Sr., of Lehman Bros., who 
has a say in Par through the board 
of directors, following a special Life 
mag layout by the p.a. which im- 
pressed the financier. 

The new Par ballyhoo staff will 
concentrate on bolstering forthcom- 
ing product that needs extra hypo. 
A field crew of exploiters will han- 
dle the pictures in the hinterland 
key cities, away from New York 
and Chicago. 

Meantime Henry White has wound 
up as special radio publicist at 
Par, after some nine weeks, han- 


dling ether buildup for ‘Birth of 
the Blues.’ The service White in- 


ducted will be absorbed into the 
+ 


regular Pay, publicity, channels. 





She May Flower 





Hollywood, Nov. 18. 
She comes like the breath of 





springtime from the Texas 
ranges, and her name is not a 
phoney, according to Hal Roach, 
who signed the gal to a singing 
and acting contract. 

The name, Ripley or not, is 
Apryl Schauer. 








Montreal Cuts 


Montreal, Nov. 18. 
Inability of first-runs here to lift 
from under the heavy burden of in- 


creased taxes is sought to be aided 
by cutting of prices and absorption 
of a portion of the tax, first one to 
start being the Princess, which is 
lowered by 6c from 53c to 47c top. 
So far, since the increase there have 
been very few grosses in five figures, 
attendances having been very prom- 
ising over weekends and very dis- 
appointing for balance of week. 
Princess has been weakest of the 
duals, and if improvement is now 
shown the cuts will be extended all 
}akhong Main street. 








air 


, 
peais, thus agreeing with an earlier 


| Lake Nov. 20 with policy of duals, 


‘Target for Tonight’ and ‘Law of 
Tropics’ on initial bill: Small-seated 
house being redecorated after year of 
darkness. 

Manny Pearlstein, former WB pub- 
licity director here, joined Mono- 
gram last week as press rep for ‘No 
Greater Sin’ in this territory ... Six- 
aud-half pound baby-boy booked by 
Jim Shrake, manager of the Capitol, 
arriving Nov, 9. 





Bennett Prez of Warner Club 

Martin F. Bennett was elected 
president of Warner Club, Inc., na- 
tional organization of employees, 
recently at the annual meeting of 
delegates. Ruth Weisberg named 
v.p. in charge of welfare; Stuart H. 
Aarons elected secretary. 

Other vice-presidents include Ber- 
nard Goodman, R. A. MacGuire, in 
charge of membership; Harry Mayer, 
in charge of social activities; F. L. 
Gates, in charge of claims. Robert 
Salomans was made treasurer with 
Sam Wolowitz, assistant. 

Finance committee consists of Sam 
Schneider, chairman; Samuel Car- 
lisle, BV. J. Martin and W. S. Mc- 
Donald. 





Boyd Fry to Memphis 
Memphis, Nov. 18. 
Boyd Fry, acting manager for 
Loew's in Louisville, is new man- 
ager of Loew’s Palace here. He suc- 
ceeds Robert Kilgore, who resigned 
to become junior partner in the Vic- 
tory Amus. Co., which is owned by 
his uncle, J. B. Melton, and oper- 
ates two theatres in Denver. 
Another Loew switch brings Bu- 
ford Cranch, of Atlanta, to the State 
here as assistant to manager Mau- 
rice Druker, replacing Virgil Fox, 
who goes to Louisville as assistant. 





1 Instead of 2 Boothmen 
Edmonton, Alta., Nov. 18. 

Members of the Edmonton, Cal- 
gary and Independent theatre asso- 
ciations have been seeking an 
amendment to the Theatres Act to 
permit the employment of one man 
in certain projection booths in place 
of the required two. Hon E. C, 
Manning, minister of trade and in- 
dustry for the province, has an- 
nounced that no amendments. are 
contemplated. 





Salt Lake Switches 
Salt Lake Gity, Nov. 18. 

Ray M. Hendry, manager of Centre 
(Intermountain), recently stricken 
with heart attack, which will neces- 
sitate lengthy rest. Consequent shift 
of managers brings C. Clare Woods 
from the Capitol and Ray Taylor to 
the Capitol from,.the Marlo which 
will be closed for fepairs. 





Julio’s Takeovers 
Hillsboro, O., Nov. 18. 
Frank Julio, Cincinnati, has pur- 
chased the Avon, New Vienna, and 
the Roxy, Leesburg, from Nelson 
Muntz, assuming control immedi- 
ately, 





Ken McRae Wounded 
Vancouver, B. C., Nov. 18. 
Ken McRae, former manager of 
the Kerrisdale, Vancouver, has been 
wounded in action with the navy, ac- 
cording to word received in Van- 
couver. 





Herb Jennings in Norwich, N. Y. 
Herb Jennings now managing 
Schine’s Colonia, Norwich, N. Y. 


FILMS AND WEEKEND 
STOCK FOR HUDSON, N.Y. 


Hudson, N. Y., Nov. 18, 
A policy of stock the last four 
days of the week and pictures the 








| first three was instituted by Harry 


Lamont in the Strand, Hudson, last 


week. Jane Laurie, who appeared 
at the Spa theatre, Saratoga Springs, 
the past summer, was booked as 
leading woman of the stock troupe. 


The Strand was built and opened 
last winter as opposition to the three 
theatres, all playing pictures now, 
which Frieder & Grossman run, with 
Walter Reade holding an interest, 
Lamont had played pictures exclu- 
sively, but is said to have encount- 
ered difficulties in getting sufficient 
topflight product. He also operates 
film houses in Philmont, Greenville 
and Fort Edward. 





KEEPING IT DARK 
Hollywood, Nov. 18. 
Method of protecting the Army 





| codes and cryptographic devices will 
ibe shown in ‘Cryptographic Security,’ 
|a defense film by Paramount for mil- 
| itary training purposes, 

Joe Younygerman direct fram script 
by John,Suthepiands* »») -; ee 
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e ALL OVER THE COUNTRY 
EXHIBITORS ARE MAKING ROOM 
TO LET THOSE ABBOTT AND 
COSTELLO GROSSES ZOOM! 














“ i 
a COAST.TO- COAST! a 

MAYOR DEDICATES | 
si _ DATE AS “KEEP*EM 

FLYING” DAY! 





15,000 POSTERS DIS-- 
TRIBUTED THROUGH-- 
OUT DETROIT! 


BIG RECEPTION 
AT FORD PLANT! 


“KEEP ‘EM FLYING” 


SECTIONS IN CITY'S 
NEWSPAPERS! 
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Australian Interests Seek to Buy 
National's Hoyts Stock for 600G 


- + 


Sydney, Nov. 18. 


Australian interests in the Hoyts 





theatre circuit are offering to buy 
out National Theatres’ holdings in 
this chain, according to reports cur- 
rent here. Price is said to be $600,- 
000. National holds big stakes in 
Class C (third preferred) stock and 
all common shafes, thereby main- 
taining dominating control Twen- 
tieth-Fox holds about 42% interest 
in Nat TI s 

Unc learned that lay | 
Hake, managing director for 20th- 
Fox here, may make a quick visit to 
U. S. He only recently returned 


from N. Y., where he had been for 
about four months. 

Inside opinion is that a complete 
Hoyts sellout is unlikely. Certain 
stockholders, however, are said to be 
desirous of making Hoyts an all- 
Australian circuit. 





(Any deal for National Theatres to 
dispose of its control of Hoyts cir- 
cuit in Australia is reported as ex- 
tremely unlikely in’ N. Y. Aside 
from no disposition to let go of hold- 
ings, it would admittedly be a prob- 
lem to get the money realized from 
such sale remitted to U. S. because 
of frozen money problem in Au- 
stralia presently.) 


B. A. FILM BIZ LAGS; 
“GONE’ STILL OK $8,400 


Buenos Aires, Nov. 11. 


Low grosses took the spotlight ‘on 
the b.o. front here this week. 

‘Gone,’ in its fifth week at the Rex, 
was the only film to run into the big 
money with 34,000 pesos (approxi- 
mately $8,400), but on the debit side 
‘Knute Rockne’ (WB) struck an all- 
time low with only 2,500 pesos ($600), 
proof that films with too-Yanqui 
themes are just no go for Latin- 
America. 


(Other estimates all given in Ar- 
gentine pesos currently worth 25c in 
U. S., 4.14 to the U. S. dollar), follow: 

Ambassador (Lautaret and Ca- 
vallo (1,400; 2,1.50 pesos)—‘Knute 








J 


Too Realistic 


Mexico City, Nov. 18. 

A cabaret brawl sequence for the 
picture, ‘La Virgen de Media Noche’ 
(‘Midnight Virgin’) became so realis- 
tic that actor Juan Blanch suffered 
an accidental bullet wound in the 
head. He was operated on in an 
emergency hospital and will re- 
cover, 





Some extras acting as gangsters 
brought along their own pistols and 
forgot to substitute blanks. Police 
exonerated them. 





Sistrom Plea Wins 
Wilcox Respite On 
Technician Snag 


—— 


London, Nov. 4. 
Herbert Wilcox encountered 
plenty of headaches before finally 


4+ getting together his production per- 


sonnel for his new picture, based on 
the life of Amy Johnson, which he 
was to start at Denham last month. 


Trouble started when Associated 
Cine Technicians members refused 
to work for him, claiming he was not 
considerate of them when he last 
produced in London, and also re- 
senting fact he went to Hollywood 
upon the outbreak of war imstead of 
staying here. 

Upshot of it all was Wilcox had 
the money and cast lined up, but 
couldn’t get started. Finally, Bill 
Sistrom, head of RKO in England, 
appealed to the ACT, claiming pic- 
ture was being made for his com- 
pany, with latter the loser. ACT 
then withdrew objection. 


REPUBLIC CULTIVATES 
S.A. WITH EXCHANGES 








Rockne’ (WB), 2,500, likely to do 
even worse in the nabes unless with 
a strong dualer. 


Ideal (Lococo) (970; 3.00; 2.50 
pesos—Blood and Sand’ (20th). 
Holding nicely for about 25,000 pesos 
on second week and due for another 
week. 


Rex (Cordero, Cavailo and Lau- 
taret) (3,305; 2,1.50 pesos)—‘Gone’ 
(5th wk). 34,000; just about what it 
ran up for the previous stanza. 
Shifting to the Broadway, where it 
should click for another couple of 
weeks. 

Normandie (Lococo) (1,420; 2,1.50 
pesos)—‘Black Cat’ (WU). Very 
healthy 21,000 and being held for 
second week. 

Monumental (Coll) (1,330; 2,1.50 
pesos)—‘Boina Blanca’ (Argentine 
Sono Film). Fairly good 10,000. 

Opera (Lococo) (2,400; 2,1.50 pesos) 
—Caroline’ (RKO). Solid 28,000 
pesos, but fact that there wasn’t 
much competish may mean it won’t 
do as well in second-run. 

Broadway (Lautaret and Cavallo) 
(1,863; 2.00, 1.50 pesos)—‘Los Afin- 
caos’ (Teatro del Pueblo-Pan-Ameri- 
cana). Arty pix drew bad reviews 
and estimating 3,000 is giving it a 
break. 

Suipacha (Lococo) (950; 
pesos)—‘Missing 10 Days’ 
Fairish 10,000. 

Ocean (Coll, Gatti y Cia.) (2,800; 


2,1.50 
(Col). 





1.50, 1.20 pesos) —‘They Met in Bom- | 


bay’ (M-G). Surprisingly good 12,- 
000, with marquee appeal of the 
stars holding as much as anything 
else. 


Goldsmith to N. Y. For 
Distrib Talks on ‘Castle’ 


London, Nov. 18. 

Isidor Goldsmith, who produced 
‘Stars Look Down’ and ‘Hatter’s 
Castle,’ British pictures, is leaving 
this week for New York to arrange 
for exhibition of ‘Castle’ on Broad- 
way. 

He also will discuss plans on 
further productions with Para- 
mount, which holds option to dis- 
tribute ‘Hatter’s Castle’ in world 
market. It was made for Par as a 
British quota production. 





Hollywood, Nov. 18. 

Intent on cultivating the Latin 
American market, Republic is open- 
ing distribution offices in Buenos 
Aires, Rio de Janeiro, Mexico City, 
Havana and Lima. Morris Goodman, 
foreign sales manager, is in charge 
of the new setup, formerly handled 
by independent distribs. 

Idea is to take full advantage of 
the popularity of cowboy pictures 
south of the border. 


| 





‘Classical’ Amusements 


In Spanish Tax Slash 


Madrid, Nov. 1. 
Classical legit, opera and highbrow 
musie have just scored a victory over 
| modern theatre, light musie and the 
cinema as a result of a decree which 
} reduces taxation on the former and 








Germans Take Over 
12 French Cinemas 


Paris, Nov. 1. 
Germans took on a firmer control 
of the French cinema industry in the 
Free Zone with the Franco-Ameri- 
can Continental Films announcing 
the purchase of 12 theatres along the 
Mediterranean for a reported sum of 
42,000,000 francs (about $900,000). 
The. Germans’ venture into exhi- 
bition was at the expense of the 
Societe Leb. Cinemas taken over 
are Marseilles—Club, Camera, Studio 
Capitole, Majestic, L’Ecran, Noailles, 
Roxy; Toulon — Femina, Kurssal; 
Cannes—Star; Nimes—Capitol. 


Harley, Kane Due in N. Y. 
From Britain for Talks 
On 20th-Fox Production 


Huddles on future production in 
Great Britain loom for 20th-Fox, it 
was reported in New York this week 
with the report that in addition to 
Francis L. Harley, company’s man- 
aging director in Britain, Robert 
Kane, producer of 20th-Fox pictures 
in London, will come over to U. S. 
at the same time early next month. 
Kane only recently went back to 
England to size up the production 
setup on the British Isles. 

Both Harley and Kane are sched- 
uled to leave Lisbon Dec. 11 on their 
way to New York. Harley osten- 
sibly is coming over just to spend 
the year-end holidays with his 
family. 











Film Reissues Doing 
Big Biz in England 


London, Nov. 4. 

There’s a diversity of opinion as 
to the amount of business being done 
by the major circuits with reissues. 
Some claim ,sensational takings and 
others are not quite so optimistic. But 
it is generally conceded all are do- 
ing healthy business with them. 

With a lack of studio space, owing 
to the takeover of*a number of the 
studios by the Government, the call- 
up of actors, technicians and other 
members of the staffs, the making of 
new films is necessarily limited and 
exhibitors and distributors are in a 
jam on the matter of quota. 


GETTING DOWN TO BIZ 


United Artists-Patterned Film Co. in 
Argentine Excites Comment 











Buenos Aires, Nov. 11. 

Artistas Argentinos Asociades (As- 
sociated Argentine Artists), newly 
formed cooperative organization pat- 
terned after United Artists in the 
States, is causing much talk in the 
industry by the quick way in which 
it has gotten down to biz and 
started on its first film. 


Group has okayed ‘La Guerre 
Gaucha’ (‘The Gaucho War’), by 
Leopoldo Lugones, “As adapted by 
Ulises Petit de Murat, co-author of 
the prize-winning ‘Prison eras de la 
Tierra’ (‘Prisoners of the Earth’), 
and Homero Manzi, co-author of an- 
other blue ribboner, ‘Huella” (Wagon 
Track’). Enrique Muino, Elias Alip- 





| leaves high taxes on the latter un- 
touched. 

l According to the new decree, 
operatic, musi-comedy and dramatic 
, performances are entirely 
| from taxation as long as they are 
classical. Musical concerts 


this category. Light musical comedies 
| in which comedy predominates over 
| music are to have had taxes reduced 
to 20% while variety shows are 
| taxed 30%. Joy-seekers looking for 


| to be socked 30% of the admish price 


| while the 50% on cabarets and dan- | 


ceries; drinks and admissions, and 
15% on sport fixtures also continue. 


Schless Names Cohen 


New Warner manager for Trinidad 
was named last week when Robert 
Schless, foreign chief, appointed 
Lester Cohen to the post. 

Cohen left over the weekend to 
take over his new job. 


CHAS. MAYER BACK TO JAVA 

Charles Mayer, 20th-Fox manager 
in Batavia, Java, is leaving New 
York for his home post early* next 
month after spending nearly three 
months on home office huddles. 

Mayer is scheduled to sail from 
San Francisco, Dec. 5. 











exempt | 


exclu- | 
sively devoted to music also fall into | 


modern legit and films will continue | 


pi, Francisco Petrone and Angel Ma- 
gana will take the leads and Lucas 
| De Mare, is to direct. Expected that 
| the film, which deals with the fa- 
| mous patriot Guemes and his gaucho 
| army, which fought in the War of 
Independence, will cost more than 
any other Argentine picture to date. 


Honor Mex ‘Bernhardt’ 


Mexico City, Nov. 18. 

Virginia Fabregas, Mexico’s ‘Sarah 
Bernhardt,’ has been awarded the 
recently instituted medal of civic 
merit by the local municipal gov- 
| ernment. 

Award is in recognition of her 
contribution to the advancement of 
the theatre in Mexico. 





GORDON’S N. Y. QUICKIE 


Henry Gordon, Paramount man- 
ager for Central America, whose 
headquarters is in Panama, planed 
into New York last week on private 
business. 

Returned last (Tuesday) night via 
same, 





H. B. Allinsmith, Western Elec- 
tric Export Corp. assistant general 
foreign manager, has started on an 
extended inspection trek of com- 
pany’s Latin-American offices. 








knowledge to put him in that cate- 
gory and in my hair,’ Dowling de- 
clared. 

Dowling complained that Phillips, 
in his effort to be honest and a con- 
scientious exec, was taking so long 
to check on the orders of Dowling— 
who was designated to put on the 
camp show program—that it was 
making for costly delays. He cited, 
as a case in point, an order he made 
to buy some used lighting equipment 
which is needed and which one of 
his men discovered in the shop of 
an equipment man. By the time, 
however, that Phillips checked the 
order, the lights had been sold, or 
otherwise disappeared. Now Dowl- 
ing fears that priorities may make 
it difficult to get other equipment. 


SAGers Huddling in N. Y. 


Meantime, a delegation of four 
members of the Screen Actors Guild 
arrived in New York over the week 
end to huddle with CSI officials on 
the part to be played by Hollywood's 
film and radio people on the forth- 
coming entertainment program. 
Many Coast performers and others 
connected with the carnp shows had 
begun to grow impatient at the con- 
tinued delay. Present visit of the 
SAGers is to get a first-hand view of 
what’s happening and to, present a 
plan of their own. 

Speedup may result from a shift 
that took place last week in the en- 
tertainment setup. Citizens Commit- 
tee for the Army and Navy, Inc., 
which had been handling camp 
shows since last spring, was split in 
two. All of its entertainment func- 
tions were shifted to the recently- 
organized CSI, while its sweater- 
knitting, Christmas basket and other 
activities will continue under the CC 
banner. 

CSI will now be known officially 
as USO-Camp Shows, Inc., to give 
billing to the outfit which is putting 
up the coin. USO’s failure to get 
what it considered its full share of 
credit when the CC was in control 
was one of the principal reasons for 
the long delay in the camp pro- 
gram’s getting started. Phillips, who 
was exec. sec. of the CC and then 
added similar duties with CSI when 
that outfit was formed, will probably 
give up the CC post to devote full 
time to CSI, he said yesterday 
(Tuesday). 

SAG group, which hopes to head 
back for the Coast today, consists of 
Edward Arnold, prez; Ken Thomson, 
exec. sec.; Laurence Beilenson, coun- 
sel, and John Lee, public relations. 
They have been huddling with 
Dowling, Phillips, and Walter Hoving 
and other execs of CSI and USO. 

Thomson declared yesterday that 
the film industry’s camp entertain- 
ment committee is anxious to insure 
that a fair share of shows would be 
organized and start ftom the Coast. 
That would not only provide jobs for 
actors there, Thomson pointed out, 
but assure soldiers in western can- 
tonments of shows at approximately 
the same time as the boys in the 
east. It might take months, he de- 
clared, if camps had to wait until 
the shows played their way to the 
Coast. 

‘Deliver Six Garbos’ 


He anticipated there would be no 
difficulty in providing a star pic- 
ture pame for every show, Thomson 
said, if schedules were worked out 
well in advance and availabilities 
could be determined. -Trouble in 
getting names for mobile shows dur- 
ing the summer, he asserted; was in 
that ‘we’d get a telegram in the 
evening for six Greta Garbos to be 
delivered next morning.’ 

CSI has only one legiter now in 
rehearsal, ‘My Sister Eileen.’ Gil- 
bert Miller has been delayed in get- 
ting started on ‘Cuckoos on the 
Hearth,’ while ‘Arsenic and Old 
Lace,’ which was also to go out, has 





been discovered to require too many 
| props and technical effects and has 
been abandoned. Dowling is now at- 
|tempting to get other comedies of 
the George Abbott farce type. 

Dowling is on the verge of giving 
up the idea of asking producers to 
prepare their own shows for camps. 
With their other duties to care for at 
the same time, it results in too much 
delay. Dowling hopes to name pro- 
ducer-directors whose only job will 
be to cast and rehearse the shows 
and get them on the road quickly. 

Meantime, Harry Delmare, in 
charge of the vaude and revue units, 
is hoping to get seven shows out by 
next week. Three are units bought 
in toto and the others are being 
built by Delmar. 

Cut to 26c. Admish 

Admission price of 25c. for the 
shows, which CSI originally in- 
tended to charge, has been reduced 





Showdown on U.S. Camp Shows 


Continued from page 3 








to 20c. Dowling, who insists on 
admish being levied because of what 
he says was his bad experience in 
the last war with free shows, is 
ready to consider even further re- 
ductions in the tap. He hopes to 
work out a book-tickét system such 
as applies at camp film theatres, 
where the boys pay 20c. for a single 
or $1.40 for 10 tickets, which are 
transferable. Dowling does not be- 
lieve, however, that a full-length 
revue should be sold more cheaply 
than a second-rate film playing in 
opposition. 





SAG Approves Camp Aid 
Hollywood, Nov. 18. 

Screen Actors Guild voted to co- 
operate with the newly organized 
Camp Shows, Inc., in the entertain- 
ment of service men in Army and 
Navy bases. Edward Arnold was 
authorized to work with Abe Last- 
fogel, Artists Managers Guild repre- 
sentative on the picture industry’s 
Camp’ Entertainment Committee, 
who has been in New York huddling 
with officials of Camp Shows, Inc. 


‘There are certain problems of or- 
ganization which we hope to clarify,’ 
Arnold explained. “The motion pic- 
ture industry; including actors, 
agents, producers and other groups, 
has one objective. That is to pro- 
vide the best possible entertainment 
‘for the men in the service camps. 
We are going to do everything we 
can to move toward that objective 
speedily.’ 





Chi Showmen’s Group 
‘ To Aid Service Men 


Chicago, Nov. 18. 


Chicago Defense Committee has 
organized a theatrical sub-commit- 
tee which is headed by James Coston, 
local head for Warner Bros. thea- 
tres. First meeting was held last 
week in the Blackstone hotel. In 
attendance, besides the chairman, 
were John Balaban, John Pollock, 
head of the John Golden legit of- 
fice here; Jack Kirsch, head of 
Illinois Allied; Morris Silver, of the 
William Morris agency, and Emil 
Stern, of Essaness. 


Arrangements are being made to 
obtain a number of free theatre 
tickets for soldiers and sailors, for 
both legit and picture houses. Com- 
mittee will also work on a plan to 
send entertainment units around to 
the various United -Service Or- 
ganization huts in Chicago. 

General head of the committee is 
Mayor Edward J. Kelly, with Barnet 
Hodes, Corporation Counsel, as ex- 
ecutive secretary. 

















Santa Anita Acts 


en Continued from page 1———_ 








grounds for the final eighth race, 
thence to the Turf Room for a 6 p.m, 


pre-dinner, entertainment, with 
dansapation and possibly into the 
night. 


Hildegarde turned it down as being 
too tough a hurdle to sing for par- 
layers who may be either cleaned 
out or flush but, in either case, in no 
mood to dicker with chanteuses who 
require quiet, when what the Green 
Sheet dopesters undoubtedly need, 
at that late afternoon hour, are a 
few swift jolts of brandy. 


Mono’s Argentine Pact 


Pact has been signatured by Mono- 
gram with Distribuidora Panamerica, 
whereby latter will handle its prod- 
uct in Argentina, according to word 
received in New York from Norton 
V. Ritchey, Monogram foreign chief, 
presently on a Latin-American busi- 
ness trip. 

Nat Liebeskind, formerly South 
American supervisor for RKO, has 
been named as Mono special repre- 
sentative in Argentina, Uruguay and 
Paraguay, according to Ritchey. New 
rep will headquarter in Buenos 
Aires. Ritchey is bound for Chile 
after having visited Cuba, Venezuela 
and Brazil. 


The Lingo Does It 


Mexico City, Nov. 18. 

A prime factor in the popularity 
of American pictures in Mexico is 
revealed in government figures 
showing that 250,000 persons in this 
country are conversant with English. 

Around 500,000 others have a 
working knowledge of English 
idioms. 
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WEEK OF RELEASE—10/3/41 
Two Latins from Manhattan (Col) 10/1 D 65 J. Davis-J. Woodbury 
Father Takes a Wife (RKO) 7/16 o' @.. A, Menjou-G. Swanson 
Man at Large (20th) 9/10 M 70 M. Weaver-G. Reeves 
Burma Convoy (U) 10/1 D 59 C. Bickford-E. Ankers 











WEEK OF RELEASE—10 10/41 





Texas (Col) 10/8 w 
Lady Be Good (M-G) 7/1¢ MU 
Tonto Basin (Mono) w 
Mercy Island (Rep) 10/15 D 
Riders of Purple Sage (20th) 9/17 w 
Great Guns (20th) 9/10 Cc 
New Wine (UA) 7/13 MU 


93 
110 


71 
58 
73 
82 


W. Holden-C, Trevor 

A. Sothern-E. Powell-R. Youn; 
Range Busters 

R. Middleton-G. Dixon 

G. Montgomery-M, Howard 
Laurel-Hardy 

I. Massey-A, Curtis 





WEEK OF RELEASE—10/17/41 


—Comedy | 


the 


FILM BOOKING CHART 2O7#F0X BASKETBALLS 


(For information of theatre and fitm exchange bookers VARIETY ‘presents 
‘a complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing com- 
Date of reviews as given tn) 
Vafiery and the running time of prints are included.) 

Key to Type Abbreviations; M—Meloarama; C—Comedy; CD 
Drama; W—Western; D—Drama; RD—Romantie Drama; MU—Musical. 
Figures herewith indicate date of VARIETY’s review and running time. 


IN N.Y. FOR AM TOURNEY 


Champ basketball team of 20th- 
Fox, one of four top-flight amateur 
quintets, arrived in N. Y. yesterday 
(Tuesday) participate in the 
Golden Jubilee Basketball tourney 
in Madison Square Garden, Nov. 19- 
24. 20th-Fox five is slated to play | 
Roanoke Legionaires tonight 
(Wednesday), with Linda Darnell, 
star of ‘Rise and Shine,’ sitting on 
the bench as official mascot. 

Squad breaks its series of games 
in the tournament on Friday by go- 
ing to Amsterdam, N. Y., for an ex- 
hibition game. Returns to resume 
play in tourney on Monday. After 
the New York playoff, 20th-Fox team 
starts a tour of the east and middle- 
west, opening with a contest in Phil- 
adelphia, Nov. 26, against the All- 
Stars. 





to 





Blonde From Singapore (Col) 
Top Sargent Mulligan (Mono) 
Nothing But the Truth (Par) 
All That Money Can Buy (RKO) 
Weekend in Havana (20th) 9/17 
South of Tahiti (U) 10/22 
Down Mexico Way (Rep) 10/29 
Jesse James at Bay (Rep) 10/15 
The Maltese Falcon (WB) 10/1 


9/3 

11/19 
7/30 
7/16 


D 
C 
Cc 
D 


MU 
D 


M 
w 
D 


67 
70 
sy 
100 
38u 
75 
77 
+6 


100 


Rice-L. Erickson 
Pendleton 

Hope-P. Goddard 
Arnold-W. Huston 

. Faye-J. Payne 

. DonLevy-M. Montez 
. Autry-S. Burnett 
Rogers-G. Hayes 

. Bogart-M. Astor 


F. 
N. 


RROp> mo 





WEEK OF RELEASE—10/24/41 





Three Girls About Town (Col) 10/22 
Buy Me That Town (Par) 7/30 
Spooks Run Wild (Mono) 11/5 
The Gay Falcon (RKO) 93/17 
Gauchos of Eldorado (Rep) 
Flying Cadets (U) 10/15 

The Masked Rider (U) 10/8 
Lydia (U) 8/20 

Moon Over Her Shoulder (20th) 


Cc 
cD 


Cc 
D 
w 
D 
w 


RM 
10/22 CD 


90 
68 
62 
67 


60 
57 
103 
68 


J. Blondel-B. Barnes 

L. Nolan-C, Moore 

B. Lugosi-East Side Kids 
G. Sanders-W. Barrie 

B. Steel 

W. Gargan-E. Lowe 

J. M. Brown-F. Knight 
M. Oberon-E. M. Oliver 
L. Barri-J. Sutton 





WEEK OF RELEASE—10/31/41 





Smiling Through (M-G) 
New York Town (Par) 
Dumbo (RKO) 10/1 
Appointment for Love (U) 10/29 
Ail American Co-ed (UA) 10/8 
Sundown (UA) = 16/15 

Public Enemy (Rep) 

One Foot in Heaven (WB) 10/1 


9/17 
7/30 





WEEK OF RELEASE—11/7/41 


RD 
RD 


cD 
M 


D 
D 


100 
15 
71 
88 
70 
$0 


106 


J. MacDonald-B. Aherne 





M. Martin-E. McMurray 
(Disney Cartoon) 

M. Sullavan-C. Boyer 
F. Langford-J. Downs 
G. Tierney-B. Gabot 
P. Terry-W. Barrie 
F. March-M. Scott 








The Stork Pays Off (Col) 11/12 Cc 
Ziss Boom Bah (Mono) U 
Let’s Go Collegiate (Mono) 11/12 c 
Birth of the Blues (Par) 9/3 MU 
The Devil Pays Off (Rep) D 
Unexpected Uncle (RKO) 8/17 c 
Small Town Deb (20th) 10/22 cD 
Swing It Soldier (U) 10/29 M 
Target for Tonight (WB) (British) 10/15 

Ladies in Retirement (Coil) 9/10 D 


68 
62 
60 
80 
69 
67 
72 
66 
48 
91 


M. Rosenbloom-R. Hudson 

G. Hayes-P. Hayes /* 

F. Darro-M. Jones 

B. Crosby-M. Martin 

W. Wr.ght-O. Masson 

A. Shirley-J. Craig 

J. Withers-J. Darwell 

K. Murray-F. Langford 
Documentary 

I. Lupine-L. Hayward 











WEEK OF RELEASE—11/14/41 





Secrets of a Lone Wolf (Col) 
I Killed a Man (Mono) 


Suspicion (RKO) 9/24 
Miss Polly (UA) 11/5 
Sierra Sue (Rep) 11/12 


Paris Calling (U) 

Blues in the Night (WB) 11/5 
Hot Spot (20th) 10/22 
International Squadron (WB) 8/13 
International Lady (UA) 10/15 


M 
M 


Zav 


© 
szose 


71 
102 
44 
64 


89 
83 
85 
100 


W. William-B. Ford 
R. Cortez 
Cc. Grant-J. Fontaine 
Z. Pitts-S. Summerville 
G. Autry-S. Burnett 
R. Scott-E. Bergner 
P. Lane-B. Field 
B. Grable-V. Mature 
R. Reagan-O. Bradna 
I. Massey-G. Brent 





WEEK OF RELEASE—11/21/41 


The Men in Her Life (Col) 11/5 
You Belong to Me (Col) 10/29 
Shadow of the Thin Man (M-G) 
Double Trouble (Mono) 
Skylark (Par) 9/10 

Look Who’s Laughing (RKO) 
Moonlight in Hawaii (U) 
Mob Town (U) 10/8 
Quiet Wedding (U) 3/5 
The Missouri Outlaw (Rep) 
Died With Their Boots On (WB) 


10/22 


9/17 
10/15 


11/19 


| ~Folviviolelrn—) 


cD 
Ww 


QD 





rm 


Go West Young Lady (Col) 
Forbidden Trails (Mono) 
— Night of January 16 (Par) 9/10 

>» Mexican Spitfire’s Baby (RKO) 9/10 


= Marry the Boss’s Daughter (20th) 11/19 


Keep ’Em Flying (U) 

Twin Beds (UA) 

Fiesta (UA) 

Rise and Shine (20th) 11/19 
Corsican Brothers (UA) 


avzo 


Cc 
Cc 


Cc 
MU 
Cc 


M 


140 


WEEK OF RELEASE—11/28/41 


80 
70 
6U 


92 


L. Young-C. Veidt 
B. Stanwyck-H. Fonda 
W. Powell-M, Loy 

H. Langdon 

C.Colbert-R. Milland 

E. Bergen-L. Ball 

J. Frazee-J. Downs 

B. Halop-H. Hal 

M. Lockwood-D. Farr 

R. Barry-L. Merrick 

E. Flynn-O. De Havilland 








P. Singleton-G. Ford 
B. Jones-T. McCoy 
R. Preston-E. Drew 
L. Velez-L. Errol 
B. Joyce-G. Montgomery 
Abbott and Costello 
G. Brent-J. Bennett 
A. Ayars-G. Negrete 
L. Darnell-J. Oakie 
D. Fairbanks, Jr.-R. Warrick 





WEEK OF RELEASE—12/5/41 





Sing for Your Supper (Col) 
Borrowed Hero (Mono) 
Among the Living (Par) 98/3 
Swamp Water (20th) 10/22 
Don’t Get Personal (U) 

The Body Disappears (WB) 


movtuacs 


67 
90 





B. Rogers-J. Falkenberg 
A. Baxter-F. Rice 

A. Dekker-S. Hayward 
W. Brennan-W. Huston 
H. Herbert-M. Auer 

J. Lynn-J. Wyman 





WEEK OF RELEASE—12/12/41 





Honolulu Lu (Col) 

Riot Squad (Mono) 

Secrets of the Wastelands (Par) 
Weekend for Three (RKO) 10/29 
Confirm or Deny (20th) 11/19 
Wolf Man (U) 

Love on the Dole (UA) 4/30 
Steel Against the Sky (WB) 

The Carter Case (Rep) 


L, Velez-B. Bennett 

P. Cromwell-R. Quigley 
B. Boyd-B. King 

D. O’Keefe-J. Wyatt 

D. Ameche-J. Bennett 
L. Chaney, Jr.-C. Rains 
D. Kerr-C. Evans 
Smith 

J. Ellison-V. Gillmore 


> 





TRADESHOWN AND FOR FUTURE RELEASE 





Aldrich for President (Par) 7/30 


Cc: 3 
Glamour Boy (Par) 93/10 > 
Married Bachelor (M-G) 9/10 ae 
Shadow of the Thin Man (M-G) 10/22 CD 9% 
Two-Faced Woman (M-G) 10/22 cD % 
The Feminine Touch (M-G) 9/17 c 8 
The Prime Minister (WB) 9/17 RD % 
Riding the Wind (RKO) 9/10 w 6 
Playmates (RKO) _ 11/12 MU 95 
How Green Was My Valley (20th) 10/29 D_ 120 
Design for Scandal (M-G) 11/12 CD 82 
Kathleen (M-G) 11/12 D 88 
Four Jacks and a Jill (RKO) 11/12 Cc wR 
A Date With the Falcon (RKO) 11/12 M_ 63 
H. M. Pulham, Esq. (M-G) 11/19 RD 119 
Tarzan’s Secret Treasure (M-G) 11/19 M_ 8&2 
Cadet Gin.(20th} oHMyi~ ewes ew oe RD o- 69 
The Perfect. Snob (20th). 11/42 “es Cc... G3. 


ee — 


J. Lyden-J. Preisser 

J. Cooper-S. Foster 

R. Young-R. Hussey 

W. Powell-M. Loy 

G. Garbo-M. Douglas 

R. Russell-D. Ameche 

J. Gielgud-D. Wynward 

T. Holt-M. Douglas 
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be taken from reviews which enable 
his manager to sell him in the sticks. 
Favorable notices for an artist in 
N. Y. are almost always a certainty 
for a well-booked tour, 

Pianists and violinists, with the 
almost limitless literature in their 
field to choose from, are seldom at 
a loss as to what to play, but it is 
the vocalist who gets hit hard. On 
a concert program a vocalist may 
dutifully place an opening group of 
songs or arias from the classic works 
of Gluck, Haydn, or masters long 
dead. He will foilow with a lieder 
group, have a French or Spanish 
unit of songs, a final English group 
and scattered throughout are some 
Italian and gne or two operatic 
arias, But not all singers are so 
versatile as to be able to cope suc- 
cessfully with such programs. 


Lieder Singers 


The successful lieder singers are 
few and far between. And woe be- 
tide the unfortunate singer who fails 
to include lieder on his or her pro- 
gram. A singer whose forte is grand 
opera may not choose an operatic 
program which might drag more 
people to the boxoffice and enable 
him to break even, but must sing 
modern French or German music 
for which he may not be vocally 
fitted. If not, the critics won’t come 
or will dismiss the program per- 
functorily. The Lotte Lehmanns, 
whose classic lieder are tops, may 
well give such a program, but why 
a Martinelli, a Bjoerling, or a Tib- 
pett? The reputations of these sing- 
ers were not made that way. 

Frequently, a singer on the verge 
of a successful career is hopelessly 
ruined forever by unfavorable no- 
tices caused through nervousness at 
what is going to be said. 

New York Music Critics 


New York Times—Olin Downes, 
Noel Straus, Ross Parmenter, How- 
ard Taubman. 

New York World - Telegram— 
Louis Biancolli, Robert Bagar. 

New York Sun—Oscar Thompson, 
William King, Irving Kolodin. 

New York Herald Tribune—Virgil 
Thomson, Francis Perkins, Robert 
Lawrence, Jerome Boehm. 

New York Post — John Briggs, 
Edward O’Gorman. 

New . York Journal-American— 
Greta Bennett. 

Daily News—Douglas Watt. 

Daily Mirror—James Whittaker. 

PM—Henry Simon, Mark Schu- 
bart. 
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here, who had to make a curtain 
speech and admit Miss Sten hadn't 
been with the cast for some time. 


‘Producers for the stage never 
learn a thing,’ Wood wrote. ‘One of 
the reasons for the decline of the 
theatre on the road was the disin- 
genuousness of the producers. They 
sent us companies labeled ‘the orig- 
inal New York’ cast, which were not 
New York, were not original, and 
strictly speaking, were not casts. 


‘Naturally theatregoers, having 
been gyped repeatedly, stayed away 
and the theatre of the road went 
into a coma. There are signs of re- 
turning consciousness. The people 
have money; the theatres in Boston 


jare being filled and, the, praducers 
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each; the sentences on this count to 
be suspended if the $10,000 fine is 
paid by each man, otherwise they are 
to follow the time served on the first 
two counts. 

Former IATSE leaders were liable 
to sentences of 30 years in jail and 
$30,000 fine each. Correa recom- 
mended to the court 15 years for 
Bioff and 10 years for Browne, with 
each fined the full $30,000. 


Whip Hand 


Court, in suspending the 10-year 
sentence on the third count, holds a 
powerful whip over the labor rack- 
eteers. With a- suspended sentence, 
should they do anything the judge 
disapproves of, it takes merely a 
word from him to put them back in 
the clink. There need be no hearing, 
argument or anything else, as there 
would be were they on probation. 


Bioff and Browne both flushed, 
then paled as they heard Judge 
Knox’s sentence and his scathing de- 
nunciation of them. He declared he 
hoped the conviction would partly 
redeem the standing of labor and if 
it doesn’t—‘then heaven help the 
cause of union labor.’ 

Knox listened intently as Uterhart 
and Conboy pleaded for leniency. 
Then, in words spoken calmly, al- 
most mildly, the judge summed up 
his own reaction to the 17 days of the 
trial. He declared:: 


‘This is not, unhappily, the 
first time upon which I have 
had occasion to sentence lead- 
ers of labor for violation of 
their country’s laws, For reasons 
that were entirely unsound, I 
have upon such occasions been 
asked to consider the circum- 
stances that these leaders, on be- 
half of the interests of labor, are 
entitled to special dispensations 
of mercy. Great as is my sympa- 
thy for the avowed objects of 
union labor, I have never been 
able to see why a leader of 
union labor, simply because he 
occupies that ‘position and when 
he has violated the law to serve 
his personal ends, should be en- 
titled to any particular solici- 
tude. 

‘My idea is that dishonest men, 
whether they be found in trade, 
industry or in the ranks of union 
labor, should pay the price of 
their sins. In this case the wrong 
of these defendants has indeed 
been heinous. Not only have 
they violated the laws of the 
United States, but they have 
signally betrayed the trusts that 
were committe! to their care. 
Their concern, instead of being 
that of the members of their 
union, was for their personal 
gain and advantage. Through 
their acts they disregarded the 
welfare of the union and 
brought their organization into 
disrepute before the public. 

‘Right between the eyes, and 
upon the face of union labor, 
these men have dealt a blow that 
will leave its scars for years to 


come. Recreant to their trust, 
dishonest in heart, mind and 
action, these defendants have 


served to make clear our knowl- 
edge that when personal gain is 
to be achieved, the leaders of 
labor can be as reprehensible 
and base as any dishonest leader 
of capital. Human nature, 
wherever it is found, is about 
one and the same. Upon that 
theory, I shall pass judgment, 
trying, of course, not to be vin- 
dictive. At the same time I must 
recall the men and women who 
trusted them, who believed in 


them, and who now are dis- 
mayed and disheartened that 
their cause stands disgraced and 
dishonored. id 

‘Soundness and righteousness 
of the theory of union labor 


have not entirely been lost, and 
by the sentences I am about to 
impose upon these defendants I 
am hopeful that the cause of 
labor may, in part, be redeemed. 
If this redemption should not 
now be brought about, not only 
in the defendants’ union but in 
many others—then heaven help - 
the cause of union labor,’ 
Peglerized? 


Conboy, in requesting leniency, 
charged that the case was tried in 
the newspapers, which were using 
the plight of the convicted men as a 
basis for an attack on the Wagner 
Act. He claimed castigation in 
Westbrook Pegler’s columns was 
marked by ‘bitterness’ and ‘prepared 
an atmosphere that has been ex- 
ceedingly unfavorable to the de- 
fendants.’ 
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‘Don’t let the sentence be an an- 
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geance,’ Conboy asked. He added: 

‘The remarks I have to make are 
not so much concerned’ with 
leniency, though the facts would 
justify leniency, but what I have to 
say concerns a plea to the court 
against undue severity. 


‘These defendants have been for 
two years or more—lI shall not say 
on trial by the newspapers, but con- 
demned by the newspapers in ad- 
vance of their indictment. There is 
here an element of clamor that is 
an incitement to rigor at the time 
of sentencing.’ 


Conboy declared the jury did not 
take into consideration the testi- 
mony of Bioff and dismissed the fact 
that Browne had actually won more 
than $5,000,000 in wage increases for 
his constituents. He pointed to New 
York Times and News editorials 
terming producers ‘timid’ and ‘timor- 
ous.’ 

Uterhart also referred to Pegler, 
declaring he considered that the 
columnist ‘has conducted a most bit- 
ter and vicious campaign through- 
out this case.’ 


He pleaded that Bioff was a ‘vic- 
tim of circumstances’—that ‘if I had 
been born as he was I might have 
been a Chicago hoodlum.’ 


‘He was a confirmed, hardened 
criminal and racketeer,’ snapped 
back Correa. He added, in making 
his recommendations of sentence: 


‘While Browne's crime is far the 
greater, I feel that Bioff is far the 
greater criminal. I fee] that the evi- 
dence has shown he is a hardened 
criminal of the gangster type.... 


‘Browne's greatest crime, it seems 
to me, was committed against the 
membership of the union. He started 
out apparently as a bona fide labor 
leader in a bona fide labor organiza- 
tion. 

‘Some time in his connection with 
that organization he sold it out... 
If there were no Brownes, the Bioffs 
could not get a foothold.’ 

Correa referred to evidence which 
brought out that a 2% special as- 
sessment had been levied on wages 
of all IA members and that the 
large sum accruing was under 
Browne’s sole care, 

Judge Knox interposed: 

‘I think that legislation soon will 
take care of that practice.’ 
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is expected to count in an additional 
$500,000 or thereabouts, while Par- 
amount has about $1,000,000 coming 
to it from the remitted total. But 
not officially known if this would 
be refiected in the final quarter. 
While increased taxes and usual 
year-end adjustments make it al- 
most impossible to obtain a fair es- 
timate of net profit for 1941, Para- 
mount seems to be heading for 
around $9,000,000 net profit for the 
year. If this figure is reached, it will 
enable Par to take the lead in the 
industry as a money-making cor- 
poration, even topping Loew’s antici- 
pated $8,500,000 or slightly under. 
Loew’s showed $7,206,466 in the first 
40 weeks ending last June 5, final 
quarter not being counted on for a 
great deal because covering summer 
months. Loew’s fiscal year ends Aug. 
1, which makes it impossible to in- 
clude any portion of recently un- 
frozen British revenue. It received 
approximately $2,000,000. 


Warners Also 


Warner Bros. is in the same situa- 
tion on not being able to add British 
coin lately dislodged, because wind- 
ing up its year in August. First 
quarter of its current fiscal year un- 
doubtedly will include the $300,000 
or more remitted in October from 
London. Understood Warners’ total 
was so small because part of frozen 
coin had been employed for loans 
and investments in England. 

Columbia Pictures fiscal year ends 
in June, so that-the additional frozen 
coin would show up in its statement 
covering the second quarter ended 
in December. Columbia has not writ- 
ten off its frozen coin in Britain in 
recent reports so it is difficult to 
ascertain just how this additional 
coin will be adjusted in company re- 
ports. ' 

RKO wrote off $1,000,000 in its 
1940 annual statement because of 
coin restrictions in the United King- 
dom. Company also had written off 
its investment in European countries 
closed «by. Nazi order or the. War. 
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THE PERFECT SNOB | 





wood comedy due carries marquee | 
voltage. 

Original story, concocted by Lee | 
Loeb and Harold Buchman, deviates | 
little from the formula yarn of a | 
socially-ambitious mother tossing 
her daughter at millionaires, with | 
th. girl finally falling in love with 
the poor boy—who owns an Hawali 
sugar plantation. Director Ray Mc- 
Carey and the Ruggles-Greenwood 
team lighten up the static tale suf- 
ficiently to fill out an hour of divert- 
ing fare. : 

Ruggles is a henpecked veteri- 
narian whose wife rushes off to 
Hawaii with the caughter after 
latter graduates from finishing 
school. Mama_ snags rich Alan 
Mowbray for the girl, but Ruggles 
gets wind of the affair and follows to 
break it up. Enlisting the services of 
young Cornel Wilde to rush the 
daughter, Ruggles gladly finds the 
couple in love. To hide his owner- 
ship of the sugar plantation, Wilde 
poses as manager for pal Anthony 
Quinn, who takes the family to the 
back country for a_ visit. Dual 
pitches for daughter’s attentions be- 
tween Wilde and Quinn is not too 
clearly defined, but it all ends 
happily as anticipated in the early 
reels. 

Miss Greenwood and Ruggles pro- 
vide a pair of peppy performances 
that hold up interest, with Lynn Bari 
and Wilde teaming up for the ro- 
mantic conflict and_ interludes. 
Screen newcomer Wilde carries his 
role with ease, displaying a per- 
sonality that indicates he can stay 
around Hollywood beyond the ‘first 
option date. Mowbray, Quinn and 
Leroy Mason are most prominent in 
support. Walt. 


CADET GIRL 


(WITH SONGS) 
Twentieth Century-Fox production and re- 
lease. Stars Carole Landis and George 
Montgomery; features John Shepperd, Wil- 


liam Tracy,, Mary Moore. Directed by 
Ray McCare>. Story, Jack Andrews and 
Richard English; screenplay, Stanley Rauh 
and H. W. Hanemann; lyrics and music, 
Leo Robin and Ralph Rainger; film editor, 
Fred Allen; camera, Charles Clarke. Trade- 
shown in N. Y. Noy. 13, ’41. Running 
time: 69 MINS. 

et Py Pee eee Carole Landis 
Tex Mallory %cesceosecs George Montgomery 
Bad. Mallory. iccicdveucesetice John Shepperd 
Pet. . ctvcccéctceauatooankas William Tracy 
Mary Moule. scaciccocsdsvoedserd Janis Carter 
WOR. oc cccconsecivesgecves Robert Lowery 
FROG... cowbesesevocvcecergeeeece Basil Walker 
SUBMY .. cccvccceccédesncuces Charles Tannen 
Benny  BwerNes.. cccceverctee Chick Chandler 





Lacking many entertainment essen- 
tials, ‘Cadet Girl’ is a romantic item 
studded with songs that will have 
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no appreciable “meaning at the box- 
office. Aside from the _ smaller 
single-billers, its destiny generally 
will be the secondary duals. 

Picture employs a sundry cast, 
topped by Carole Landis and George 
Montgomery, both of whom are sub- 
jects of a buildup at the Twentieth- 
Fox studios. This is a tearer-downer 
for them, however, and, among other 
things, the support that they receive 
is spotty. Except for Miss Landis, 














rection and generally bad acting, 
‘Top Sergeant Mullivan’ should do 
Monogram no good at the b.o. 

Story concerns two drug salesmen 
who join the army to escape a tax 
collector, only to find said coilector 
their top sergeant. Their subsequent 
involvement in a trite love romance 
between a soldier and his night club 
fiancee, and their trials and tribula- 
tions in attempting to secure suf- 
ficient capital to placate the irate 
sergeant, make up the balance of the 
story. 

An amusing sequence is provided 
by Wonderful Smith, colored radio 
comedian with Red Skelton, who 
takes some slams at the New Deal 
in a phone conversation with ‘the 
President.’ Sterling Holloway, as a 
money-lending soldier at 100% inter- 
est and up per loan, is credible, and 
Nat Pendleton blusters his way 
through the sergeant role with con- 
siderable mugging. Frank Faylen 
and Charles Hall are poor prototypes 
of Laurel and Hardy, and through 
stiffness of acting impede some situa- 
tions which might have been de- 
veloped. Neither girl, Carol Hughes 
nor Marjorie Reynolds, has much to 
deliver either via acting ability or 
S.a. 

Song, ‘$21 a Day—Once a Month,’ 
is spotted without much meaning. 
The photography is adequate, while 
army sequences are dull, 


WINGS OF VICTORY 


(RUSSIAN-MADE) 


Artkino production and release. Directed 
by Mikhail Kalatozov. Story and screen- 
play, Georgi Baidukov, D. Tarasov and B. 
Chijrskov; camera, A. Ginsburg; music, V. 


Pushkov. Previewed in N. Y., Nev. 12, 
‘41. Running time: 97 MINS. 

Valeri Chkalov.......... Viadimir Belokurov 
Joseph Stalin............. Mikhail Gelovani 
Sergo Ordzhonikidze....Semyon Nedhinsky 
Wh ac adie ao cect shu eb o0ut Zenia Tarasova 
WP WER hss cates cvcbcdese Vasili Vanin 
Georgi Baidukev....... eovecvs Piotr Berezov 
Alexander Belyakov............ Sergi Yarov 
Commander Alioshin...... Boris Zhukovsky 
PG ss ohae< os eveens st Fyodor Bogdanov 





(In Russian; With English Titles) 

Cut from its needless 97 minutes, 
this laborious biography of the 
Soviet flying hero, Chkalov would 
prove satisfactory for foreign-lan- 
guage grinds. Picture derives main 
audience value from description of 
attempts to build up the Russian air 
force, with Chkalov figuring as one 
of the pioneers in testing planes, 
with ultimate purpose of creating a 
fighting force to oppose any attempt- 
ed invasion. 


, Soviet hero is pictured as a natural 
combat flyer perpetually in hot 
water with department chiefs for 
daredevil stunts. His trans-polar 
flight in 1937 in a monoplane from 
Moscow to Seattle is climaxer and 
holds suspense as the three Russian 
flyers on the trip play hookey from 
death when caught short of oxygen. 
For the rest Chkalov is pictured 
as a man who liked flowers and was 
so deeply immersed in aviation he 
didn’t have time for his wife. 
Viadimir Belokurov, as Chkalov, 
handles his assignment rather well, 
bearing strong resemblance to pub- 





Montgomery and John Shepperd, the 
others are unimportant. Most of 
them are asked to do little more than 
bit work. 


The Leo Robin-Ralph Rainger 
songs brighten the proceedings 
somewhat, but Miss Landis, who 


sings most of them, 
voice or selling, ‘It Happened, It’s 
Over, Let’s Forget,’ ‘She’s a Good 
Neighbor’ and ‘I'll. Settle for You,’ 
done by Miss Landis, are all easy to 

listen to, but doubtful of being big 

hits. ‘Uncle Sam Gets Around,’ sung 
by Shepperd with choral backing, 

is nicely presented and has a chance. 

Story, a slow and tedious affair, 

’ concerns two brothers in love with 
the same girl, latter being a soloist 

with the band of one of the freres. 

Montgomery plays a West Point 

cadet who falls in love with Miss 

Landis, the vocalist, but ultimately 


and returns to the Academy rather 
than resign to marry the girl. Shep- 
perd is the brother bandleader. He’s 
a somewhat different juvenile type 


who has an odd but not unappealing 
quality in his voice. Both Miss 
Landis and Montgomery struggle 
valiantly against great odds. They 
make a nice team, incidentally. 

Ray McCarey’s direction is ordi- 
mary and the general production 
value is slender. Char. 


Top Sergeant Mulligan 
(ONE SONG) 


Monogram release of Lindsley Parsons 
production. Features Nat Pendleton, Carol 
Hughes, Sterling Holloway, Marjorie Reyn- 
olds, Frank Faylen, Charles Hail. Directed 
by Jean Yarbrough. ‘Sereenplay, Edmond 
Kelso; cameraman, Mack Stengler; editor, 
Jack Ogilvie. Reviewed at Central theatre, 
N. Y., Novy. 14, '41, dual. Running time, 
70 MINS, 

PRUIGOM ois cgeesice Ye Saeed Nat Pendleton 


VIG -s cece neccssece Deeeedssves Carol Hughes 
Bark ccccccccccossecese Sterling Holloway 
ED: 4 be caeswb ere Coeecocee Marjorie Reynolds 
BON cdpcwocesaedacootevcase Frank Faylen 
Doolittle ......00e Sbanescecacne Charles Hall 
A SdPaocddcsorcsocgeces Tom Neal 
SENG, 2M, eoyecnevocencseces Betty Blythe 
Mr. Lewis..... eccaenccesessere eDjck Elliot 
eieee SSovans seweececss++Maynard Holmes 

Oonderful Smith. :...6...escccesss Himself 





isn’t tops on | 


succumbs to family army traditions |; 


lished photographs of the flyer who 
| died at the controls a couple of years 
j}ago. Zenia Tarasova, as Chkalov’s 





| wife, is a buxom heroine whose ele- 
phantine coyness borders on the 
| farcical. Photography is fair and V. 
| Pushkov’s musical score is above par. 
Mori. 
HARD GUY 
| Producers Releasing Corp. release of 
| George Merrick-Arthur Alexander produc- 


|tion. Features Jack La Rue, Mary Healy, 





ane Richmond, Iris Adrian. Directed by 
Elmer Clifton. Story and screenplay by 
| Oliver Drake; camera, Eddie Linden; editor, 
Charles Henkel; incidental music. Eddie 
Durant and his rhumba band. At New 
| York, N. ¥., dual, week Nov. 12. "41. Run- 
| ning time, 67 MINS. 
PWedees seis Oey en saennteeeRiasae oe Jack La Rue 
| Julie Pe eeeseccerresecevcess-++-Mary Healy 
SOWO, 65's Ceanies seb Basoces es Kane Richmond 
ee Tris Adrian 
Fas 6h bas cose eee acest ees cece Gayle Mellott 
DEE En tapicenpesctecabes ..Jack Mulhall 
I oo0.4.4 2000 4enes eete Howard Banks 
Sherwood. . s Ben Taggart 
Tremaine, Sr Montague Shaw 
| i iwak Git 5 aes a ome hé'e-0 0 6 --++-Inna Gest 
SPs o 08s v y's 0 bieheh ees -.-Arthur Gardner 


Jack La Rue is back dofng suave 
villains, after a brief fling trying to 
be a heavy hero—and he’s much hap- 
pier. In ‘Hard Guy’ he is a tough 
hombre, though garbed in evening 
clothes as night club proprietor who 
operates a shakedown racket. Pic- 
ture is nicely made indie, and a fair 


La Rue employs his entertainers in 
all conceivable rackets, chief of 
which is marrying them off to rich 
playboys, and then collecting heavy 
sugar from irate fathers seeking im- 
mediate annulment. All is hunky 
dory until La Rue bumps off his 
rhumba dancer when she won’t go 
through with a $50,000 shakedown. 
Her younger sister (from Kansas) 
begins. doing a little investigating, 
and helps finally to bring the nitery 
op to justice. 

Chief part of story deals with the 
younger sister's romance and final 
marriage to an ex-governor’s son. 
Scripters, of course, have him come 





Handicapped by a weak 


story, 
cliche situations, 


Taare Pee ae ee een — 


uninspired di- | 


from Oklahoma, which enables them 
to ring in a six-shooter due] between 


| him and the cafe owner. Western 
| justice naturally pays off. 

Slaying of the night club enter- 
| tainer is made a cold-blooded affair, 
las are some of the other scenes 

where the proprietor pushes the girl 
employees around. Oliver Drake has 
| done better with his pert dialog than 
he has with earlier plot situations. 
Yarn wanders all over the lot before 
finally getting down to cases, the ro- 
mance between the murdered girl's 
sister and the Oklahoman. Direction 
of Elmer Clifton carries plenty of 
suspense, despite a floundering be- 


ginning. Charles Henkel’s editing is 
lightweight. 


La Rue is as smooth as ever in his 
rather despicable role as nitery boss. 
Kane Richmond, cast as the Okla- 
homan, is fairly well smothered with 
extraneous detail in story at first, 
but manages to make the characteri- 
zation stand out. Mary Healy, in role 
of younger sister to the slain cafe 
entertainer, does handsomely, indi- 
cating nice promise if given proper 
parts. Iris Adrian is the wise-crack- 
ing, happy-go-lucky mistress of cere- 
monies at the nitery. She’s greatly 
improved since her first appearance 
in pictures. Gayle Mellott, as the 
murdered rhumba dancer, deserved 
a better fate, because dominating 
many an otherwise dull scene. 

Wear 





BOINA BLANCA 


(‘White Beret’) 
(ARGENTINE-MADE) 


Buenos Aires, Nov. 9. 

Argentina Sono Film production and re- 
lease. Features Francisco Alvarez, Sabina 
Olmos, Luis Aldas, Rufino Cordoba, Bonita 
Puerteolas, Carlos Castro, Friolam Varela, 
Nicolas Fregues, Inez Murray, Aida Cor- 
naro, Jose Otal, Alba Castellanos and Elisa 
Labarden. Story, Goicochea and Cordone. 
Directed by L. J. Moglia Barth. Reviewed 
at the Monumental, Buenos Aires. Running 
time: 74 MINS. 





Historical melodrama, not too pre- 
tentious, results in a fairly good re- 
lease from Sono that is likely to 
have nice possibilities in the interior, 
but comparatively little interést for 
the rest of Latin-America. Action 
throughout is only fair and comedy 
shots, while on the whole amusing, 
keep the film from achieving any 
really outstanding value. If better 
staged it could have been of excep- 
tional interest, considering the 


Stery is set in the period of the 1890 
revolution. 

Francisco Alvarez has turned in a 
nice comedy job, but the most ipter- 
esting personality is a newcomer, 
Alba Castellano, who shows more 
s.a. than has been revealed in local 
films for some time. Sabina Olmos 
is adequate, although local critics 
would like to see her drop some of 
her excessively weepy roles. Rufino 


LOS AFINCAOS 


(‘Sons of the Earth’) 
(ARGENTINE-MADE) 





drama-packed history of the period» 


a strong grosser anyway. Difficulty 
is, however, that it won't be so good 
in the other Latin territories where 
Sono has been extending its distri- 
bution. Developed as a farce, the 
pic demands a speedy rhythm which 
is sometimes there and sometimes 
isn’t. Result is a half farce with 
jokes, characters and satirical dia- 
log producing effects which can only 
be understood by old-time Argen- 
tine criollos. A mere knowledge of 
Spanish isn’t enough. 
“Story is about a quack doctor who 
prevents progress in the town where 
he practices. Tricks of his enemies, 
including the drug store proprietor, 
the undertaker and the brand-new 
doctor, who falls in love with 
Brother Joe’s daughter, can’t harm 
him. When the young medico de- 
cides to leave town the girl tries 
suicide. He saves her, not the old- 
ster, and modern science prevails. 
Gags largely refer to curfent 
events. Many of the situations were 
held in doubtful taste by local re- 
viewers. Early scenes about a 
medico’s convention are overlong. 
Arias goes through his customary 
stuff, which is o.k. with localites, 
although he seems to have more 
footage than necessary. In the sup- 
porting cast Ernesto Duval is okay 
and Maria Duval charming, although 
uncertain, and lacking in self assur- 
ance. Love interludes gather strength 
toward the end, but generally it 
seems out of place. Musical back- 
ground by Mario Maurano is good 
and photography above average. 
Ray. 


Sonar, No Cuesta Nada 


(‘Dream, It Costs Nothing’) 
(ARGENTINE-MADE) 
Buenos Aires, Oct. 17. 
Argentina Sono Film production and re- 
lease, Stars Francisco Alvarez, Mirthe 
and Silvia Legrand; features Roberto 
Airaldi, Maruja Gil Juesada, Oscar Vali- 
celli, Hilda Sour, Julio Renato, Haydee 
Larroca and Elisa Labardeen. Directed 
by Luis Cesar Amadori. Story, Amadori 
and Gabriel Pena: music, Mario Merano. 
At Monumental, Buenos Aires. Running 
time: 86 MINS, 





Attractive story, well told and ex- 
pertly handled by director Luis 
Cesar Amadori, ‘Sonar, No Cuesta 
Nada’ (‘Dream, It Costs Nothing’) 
looks like solid b.o. for~ all Latin 
America. It’s not likely to be as 
good if done for VU. S. audiences 
with English subtitles because the 
humor is largély in the lines; which 
require fluent Spanish to be under- 
stood. But south of the border Sono 
Film has a chance of running this 
one into an excellent money-maké?. 

Chief interest in the film are the 
Legrand twins, two 15-year-old Ar- 
gentine Deanna Durbins. Mirtha, 
who made -her first screen bid in 


Cordoba and Friolin Varela are out- |‘L.os Martes, Orquideas,’ this time 
standing in some scenes. ; shares honors with sister Silvia. 

Photography so-so, but musical | Former shows the benefit of her ex- 
background by Mario Maurano 1S | perience and continues the outstand- 
okay. Ray. ing member of the team; however, 


the latter also does well. 


Alvarez) who delays the divorce 
action of a couple who have been 
his friends for years, hoping for a 





Aires y. 10. reconciliation. Rest of the involved 
Pan-America ec roapsagh 4 ass Togrht as story deals with complications con- 
production. Features Prescual Naccaratti, | Cerning the reconciliation. 
Juan Eresky, Catalina Asta, Nelida Plu- Story, cooked up by director 
j ‘ > « ¥ os 1ezianti Ss oe * ° . 
selli, Josefa Goldar. ge eg ae yer Amadori and Gabriel Pena, is well 
Enso Aloisi, adapted and directed by | handled despite the presence of 
Leonidas Barletta. Reviewed at the Broad- | some gags that seem to have come 
ete Ruenos Aires. Running time: 85 } from the | Spanish edition of Joe 
ted irae | Miller. Similarity of the twins is 


‘Los Afincaos,’ first film production 
to come from the famed Teatro del 


| Pueblo, turns out to be one of the 


| worst picts yet released in Argen- 
|tina. Much was expected from the 
group, which is a kind of Theatre 
|Guild and Group Theatre in one, 
Land which for years has put on high- 
| quality, pop-price stage perform- 
lances of the world’s best authors in 
its own house. 
| Idea behind the film might have 
| been one of those things that sound- 
|ed good on paper. Setting is in an 
unspecified region of the northern 
| Argentine hills, where there is a 
| strong Indian strain. Two brothers, 
| heads of the district, covet a young 
|schoo] teacher. The older brother 
kidnaps and seduces her. 
whereupon the younger brother kills 


i the elder. It’s as simple as that, and 
|probably the fact that the Greeks 
|had a word for it may have per- 


suaded the intellectuals at the Teatro 
del Pueblo to try it for the screen. 
| Picture starts well enough with 
| magnificent location shots and a 
|} strange musical background of the 
| district. Director Leonidas Barletta 
has steadfastly kept from letting 
anything get in the way of his story 
to the extent that his main plot gets 
to be boring. Ray. 


EL HERMANO JOSE 


(‘Brother Joe’) 
(ARGENTINE-MADE) 
Buenos Aires, Oct. 22. 
Argentine Sono Film production and re- 

lease. Starts Pepe Arias: features Ernesto 
Raquen, Maria Duval, Raimundo Pastore, 
Friolin Varela, Carlos Castro, Ernesto 
Villegas, Jose Russo, Ada Cornaro, Isabel 
Figlioli, Dario Cossier, Jose Otal, Antonio 
Gianelli, Ramon Garay and Semillita. Di- 
rected by Antonio Momplet. At Monumen- 
tal. Buenos Aires. Running time, 93 
MINS, 





‘El Hermano Jose’ (‘Brother Joe’) 
isn’t one of Pepe Arias’ best but 
such is the popularity of this Ar- 
gentine comic that it’s likely to be 





| fully exploited, with the tenor of the 
| piece holding to comedy without 
running into farce. Amadori has 


values. Cast as a whole is person- 
able, photography is clear, settings 
adequate and direction as deft as 
loose material renders possibie. 

Carl Barcklind, as the grumpy 
colonel, and Bengt Djurberg, as 
Miss Holm’s workaday swain, make 
subordinate roles stand out. Mori. 














Film Ticket Prices | 


Continued from page 1 


last couple of years, that a decade 
of depression conditions 


over- 
deflated their scales. But they could 
not undertake admission increases 


without weighing many factors in- 
cluding public reaction and compe- 
tition. Defense money in the pock- 
ets of workers in hundreds of areas 
provides the ideal background for an 
advance. 

RKO and Loew’s Tilt 


Increase in admission scale from 
44c to 50c in Loew’s and RKO neigh- 
borhood houses in the New York 
metropolitan area with ‘Honky 
Tonk’ and ‘Sergeant York,’ respec- 
tively, may be maintained after 
Thanksgiving week, due to higher 
operating costs and increased price 
of product under consent decree. 


Though not officially confirmed, 
such a move is now reported under 
consideration. Average admission 
scale, exclusive of tax, for around 
96 RKO houses in this territory is 
currently around 35¢c, as compared 
with se about a year ago. 


Move contemplated in this terri- 
tory, affecting approximately 200 
theatres, ties in with gradual upping 
of admissions in various sectors 
throughout the country. Last jump 
in admissions in the New York area 
was from 40c to 44c. Possibility 
looms that independent neighbor- 
a i will also increase prices 
o 2 


Current film rentals, according to 
distribution and theatre operating 
sources, must: force higher admis- 


sion prices if theatres are to keep 
out of the red. 


Milwaukee Also ‘Evens 
9 eo . 
Off? Its Film Prices 
Milwaukee, Nov. 18. 
With little increase in business 
volume in spite of huge defense pay- 
rolls in this industrial city, inde- 
pendent theatre operators are resort- 
ing to various devices to enhance 
their revenues to meet steadily ris- 
ing costs. Finding little difference 
in grosses since the imposition of 
the Oct. 1 taxes, exhibs are now en- 





: ; | onl 
Story is about a lawyer (Francisco | | _ y 





She dies, | 


been skillful in tieing up the vary- 
ing conflicts without leaving spec- 
tators hanging onto the ropes won- 
dering what’s what. Photography 
by Alberto Etchebehere is good and 
pic has keen approved by the cen- 
sors for all audiences. Ray. 


HANNA I SOCIETEN 


(‘Hanna in Society’) 
(SWEDISH-MADE) 





gaged in a leveling off process, not 
to obviate the nuisance of 
handling a lot of pennies, but to in- 
crease their own take a few«cents 
on every admission. 

Ten cent houses are now lic, 
tickets that were 22c are now 25c: 
28c admissions are now 30c 
on. 

Effective this week, early admis- 
sion prices are being charged only 
up to 2 p.m. instead of to 4 p.m., as 
in the past, and night prices there- 
upon go into effect at once; that is, 
at 2 p.m. in many of the nabes. 
the early price is in 
effect only to 1 p.m., then the night 
price for the balance of the day. 

The changes, which were first 
tried out in one zone as a test, have 
now been agreed to by the majority 


and so 


Downtown, 


| of indie ops and this week became 





| 


} 
| 
| 


Scandia release of A. B. Europa Film pro- 
duction. Stars Rut Holm; features Dagmar 
Ebbesen, Bengt Djurberg, Carl Barcklind. 
Directed by Gunnar Olsson. Story and 
screenplay Sten Torven: camera Sven 

| Thermane us, At 48th Street. N. Y., Nov. 
|} 15, ‘41. Running time, 80 MINS. 

Cast Rut Holm Carl Barcklind, Elsa 
| Carisson, Dagmar Ebbsen, Bengt Djurberg, | 
Karl-Arne Holmsten, Einar Axelsson, Fivor 

Landstrom, Ake Ohberg. 


Innocuous fable, based on farcical 


| misadventures of a Swedish house- 





| ture 


maid who inherits millions from a 
retired eccentric, impresses as 
rae og fare in foreign-language 
ouses with Svensk patronage. 
Script is obvious, reminiscent of 
early silent days, also concerning 
three middle-aged nephews who vie 
for the favor of the wealthy uncle, 
a retired military man. Rut Holm, as 
the maid who has served the irasci- 
ble oldster for years through three 
dismissals a day; handles the comedy 
lead with ability and restraint un- 
usual in such foreign productions. 
Miss Holm, surveying the havoc 
wrought by sudden wealth, loss of 
her friends, insults from the upper 
classes and attempt by the disin- 
herited family to have her declared 
insane, eventually turns the fortune 
over to establish a home for over- 
age servants. She keeps aside just 
enough to ward off foreclosure on 
romantic lead’s farm and ensure a 
happy ending. 
Aside from lightweight story, pic- 
evidences okay production 





citywide, with only a few dissenters 
still holding back to watch further 
effects before making any switches 
themselves, and possibly with the 
thought of catching some of the 
trade froni patrons who may resent 
the general upping of entrance fees. 

Now only higher picture prices, 
but increased costs on equipment 
and supplies are cited as reasons 
why increased admissions are abso- 
iutely necessary, and in the offing is 
a hinted demand for more pay by 
projectionists whose present con- 
tracts expire in January. Business is 
bad and ‘not being helped any by 
Santa Claus parades even before an 
early Thanksgiving Day, so exhibs 
feel that it won’t be made any worse 
by a slight raise in ticket prices at 
this time. 





Detroit Too 
Detroit, Nov. 18. 
Thanksgiving will see the first- 
run houses here tilt their prices with 
a consequent boost in the second and 
key run houses. In moving from the 
present 55c at night and 40c for 
matinees, a new staggered schedule 
will be put in, putting the uppage 
heavily on the big weekends here. 
While the second-runs haven't indi- 
cated how they will advance their 
prices they will be contrived to let 
the keys go fr--> 35¢ to 40c for the 
weekend. 


eae .. 
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‘The big theatre at the 


Crossroads of the 
World’ today celebrates 
its 15th Anniversary by 
playing Paramount's 
smash hit ‘SKYLARK!’ 
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Mrs. Short of Interstate Is Plenty 
Long on Plugging Shorts for B.O. 


Values; Details 


How They Pay Off 








vr 


By MIKE WEAR 


Describing the methods so success- 
fully employed by the Interstate Cir- 
cuit in Texas and New Mexico in 
cashing in on short features while 
ignoring double bills, Besa Short, 
program builder for the circuit, who 
was guest speaker at the AMPA 
shorts luncheon last Thursday (13) 
at the Edison hotel, N. Y., claimed 
that exhibitors should merchandize 
films in much the same manner as 
a department store. She observes 
that no ordinary shopper would 
think of spending a whole day in a 
store trying to buy a suit; and it is 
no more sensible to make ‘your 
patrons sit through a mediocre, un- 
wanted feature in order to enjoy the 
picture they paid their money to see. 


‘At a time when the public is} 
shopping for its entertainment, it} 
certainly behooves the exhibitor to 
give his public value in full—in the 
nature of shorts,’ she said. ‘Yes, I 
know some exhibitors will say they’li 
have to pay more for ’em if they 
supplant the secondary program 
feature. Sure, but if you make these 
same shorts produce at the boxoffice, 
higher rentals can be paid. 


‘It costs millions of dollars an- 
nually to make the shorts available 
in our industry,’ Mrs. Short states. 
‘Why not cash in on those with 
merit? There are short stories flood- 
ing the market all over the U. S. 
Then why isn’t there room for the 
short story (the short feature) on 
the nation’s screen?’ 

Admitting that it was incredible 
to her how an average audience 
could sit through a secondary fea- 
ture, plus a haphazard collection of 
shorts, Mrs. Short inquired how it 
was possible for audiences to take 
such punishment and still continue 
being steady customers. She 
acknowledged that care should be 
taken in spotting shorts on a pro- 
gram with a feature just the same as 
care is exercised on booking the 
feature. 


Shorts Started the Pix Biz 


‘After all, shorts started the motion 
picture business. Admittedly they 
have been taking a beating because 
of dual bills. But I still contend I 
can book you the finest entertain- 
ment you ever enjoyed with a shorts 
show. Interstate considers shorts as 
having real value. There is no such 
thing as a double feature in our 
theatres. When a short carries a 
name, such as Pete Smith, John 
Nesbitt and Robert Benchley, we 
give that name a break in all our ad- 
vertising and exploitation.’ 

Mechanics of selecting programs 
and spotting in shorts isMrs. Short’s 
task, but she pointed out that the 
manner in which managers of Inter- 
state follow through is a clear indi- 
cation that they believe in the shorts 
Setup. Results plainly show this, too. 
She has a policy of selecting these 
shorts according to class of theatre 
using them. If doubtful about any 
short, it is placed on a program and 
then checked on audience reaction. 

O’Donnell’s Idea 
Interstate began its policy of giv- 
ing consideration to shorts eight 
years ago, developing the program- 
building idea of R. J. O’Donnell and 
making it work.. In some instances, 


_work to attract customers is by ad- 


Long Footage 





Bess Short, program builder 
and shorts enthusiast for Inter- 
state Circuit, admitted on her 
first trip to N. Y. last week, 
where she was the main speaker 
at the AMPA luncheon on 
Thursday (13), that she has 
glimpsed 56,160,000 feet of film 
since taking on her job eight 
years ago. 

She looks at an average of two 
features plus the requisite num- 
ber of shorts for a solo program 
on each feature film daily five 
days out of the week. 











needed or if the audience will go for 
the shows,’ she said. 
Unit Shows 


Unit shows have been built around 
horses, on spring sports (fishing, 
wrestling, diving, swimming and 
racing), super-swing show taking in 
Orrin Tucker, Bonnie Baker, Woody 
Herman and Henry Busse shorts and 
Kiddie Fun shows, last being made 
up of four big cartoon shorts and a 
feature picture. 
‘Porky the Pig’ cartoons also were 
employed as a full hour of comedy 
plus the feature. 
Mrs. Short pointed out that Inter- 
state houses play up the shorts in 
advertising when the single feature 
lacks draw. For example, a Master 
Miracle and Mystery show was de- 
veloped to augment the weakie feat-, 
ure. Four shorts—‘More About Nos- | 
tradamus,’ ‘A Door Will Open,’ ‘Mir- 
acle at Lourdes’ and ‘Beware— 
Dreams Come True’—and the feature 
were advertised, latter ‘on the same 
program.’ 
Another way of making shorts 
vertising five big unitS, she stated. 
An example of such was the combo 
of ‘Pete Smith Specialty,’ ‘Fly Fish- 
ing,’ Robert Benchley comedy, Par- 
amount newsreel and the feature. 
In other theatres, the title of the 
feature is given about equal promi- 
nence in ad matter as the shorts, but 
the shorts fare is made attractive by 
billing the titles of different ones. 
Mrs. Short outlined how Interstate | 
managers strive for lineage in special 
newspaper departments and pages 
other than the amusement one. Cir- 
cuit staged a cooking contest for men 
in connection with Pete Smith’s 


Here We Go Again 


Hollywood, Nov. 18. 

Paramount's. three streamlined 
roadsters, Doréthy Lamour, Bing 
Crosby and Bob Hope, are going on 
the road again, tuis time on “The 
Road to Morocco.’ 

Tour is being routed by Don Hart- 
man and Frank Butler who screen- 
played two previous film treks. 


VODKA FILMS 
0-CHI-CHORNIA 
AT THE B.O. 


Lease-lend aid to Russia and a 
more sympathetic attitude in U. S. 
towards the Soviet, now that the 
Russians are fighting Nazi Germany, 
have vastly increased the popu- 
larity of Russian-made pictures, Not 
only are the Russian-pix getting 
better rental deals, but it’s estimated 
that the Soviet screen productions 
currently are playing in twice as 
many theatres as in 1939, rated the 
previous high for Russo product. 

A. Napoli, head of Artkino, dis- 
tributing agency for Russian pictures 
in U. S., has just returned from a 
trip throughout the midwest and the 
Coast setting new deals. He esti- 
mated that the number of accounts 
currently handling Russian screen 
features has more than doubled in 
about two years. 

While on the Coast, he checked 
on the strides being made on an un- 
titled Russian war feature, now be- 
ing produced in Hollywood. Bulk of 
footage will come from about 40,- 
000 feet of Russian army and navy 
photographic material shot at the 
front in the present Russo-Nazi con- 
flict. Lewis Milestone is’ produc- 
ing, according to Napoli. Cutting, 
narration and other necessary pro- 
duction effort is being done on the 
Coast. Picture is being turned out 
in conjunction with the Russian War 
Relief. 

Latest feature to come out of Rus- 
sia, ‘Wings of Victory,’ currently at 
the Stanley, N. Y., first-run house 
for Russo productions in Manhat- 
tan, was completed the first of 1941 
at the Lenfilm Studios in Lenin- 
grad. Other Russian features en- 
joying heightened popularity at the 
present time are ‘Stalin Speaks,’ 
‘Potemkin’ and ‘Youth of Maxim.’ 











‘Penny to the Rescue.’ Nearly 20,000 


on the contest and the short. 

| ~ ‘Shorts product is better today than 

it has been in years,’ Mrs, Short stat- 

ed. ‘Shorts producers are putting 

coin, real players, writers and con- 

siderable thought into their short 
ims.’ 











| 


‘Atlanta 
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rokee Hammons, and sponsored by 
the Young Matrons’ Circle of Tal- 
lulah Falls School, which was here 
Monday through Friday (10-14), en- 
countered difficulties in lighting the 
night shows, due to the OPM black- 





where the feature is weak as box- 


office lure, shorts are billed over the | 


feature, being given a break in the 
lobby, on screen and in all advertis- 
ing publicity. 

All-shorts shows have been used, 
and have done great business. Mrs. 
Short related how in one Texas spot, 
where particularly sick Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays had been experienced, 
an all-shorts show was put in and 
broke all records. All-Donald Duck 
shows, all-Pete Smith shows and 
sports bills have been employed to 
augment weakie features or as the 
entire program. * 

Another idea used was ‘The Battle 
of Music,’ where the circuit invited 
atrons to ‘come out and referee this 

attle Royal in three rhythmic 
rounds.’ Theatre billed the feature 
eas ‘and on the same card.’ Shorts 
featuring Matty Malneck, Henry 
Busse and Phil Spitalny were framed 
on one program as a booster to over- 
come a lesser feature. Free tickets 
were given to everybody voting for 
the prize-winning band in theatre 
voting in the Battle of Music. 

‘Of course, the exhibitor or circuit 


out in Atlanta. 

The rodeo was forced to supply its 
|own current, with a Delco system, 
which was very unsatisfactory. Two 
of the Brahma steers escaped during 
the first performance Monday night 
and were chased all over Ponce de 
Leon Boulevard and Piedmont Park 
by five radio cruisers, motorcycle 
police, and cowhands from the show 
for four days. They were finally 
caught several miles northeast of 
town and brought back in a truck 
for the closing performance. Dur- 
ing the stand three cowpunchers 
were injured, one seriously. 

Now, night club operators, book- 
ing agents, theatre owners and musi- 
cians are in a panic over the threat- 
ened enforcement of the mixed drink 
and Sunday motion picture laws. 

A passerby commented on the 
hearty laugh of the mechanical San- 
ta Claus which is hooked up to a 
phonograph with a laugh record in 
Davison-Paxon department store 





lines of newspaper space was secured | 











New Bugaboo | 
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|timated in recent survey of New 
| York City, that some 80 smaller busi- 
| ness firms may be forced to quit 
operations within the next eight 
imonths. Only question is whether 
|such losses can be made up by 
greater activity in other lines so that 
the unemployment situation is not 
aggravated. 

Foreseeing exhibitors believe the 
combination of higher taxes (plus 
higher costs on each item) coupled 
with priorities setup will be too 
much of a load for even defense 
spending prosperity to overcome. 
With innumerable articles of food 
having doubled in price within the 
last two years, plus tilts in many 
|articles of clothing, the high cost of 
|living is bound to be felt by that 
vast population group earning less 
than an average income. Worst fea- 
ture of such alignment is that this 
group contains at least 50% of reg- 
ular theatre patrons. 


Industry experts appreciate what 
the 10% tax on many items repre- 
sents to the wage earner. The mark- 
ups from the manufacturer to whole- 
saler and then to the retailer means 
that the average article is being 
delivered to customers with a 20% 
increase rather than the 10%. This 
is because the mark-ups are figured 
after the manufacturer tacks on his 
10% in cases where he pays the fed- 
eral tax. Most glaring example of 
this, of course, is furniture because 
of its 100% mark-up. 

Communities depending on farm- 
ers for their patronage are expected 




















window. He probably expressed the 
sentiments of the show people who 
have experienced difficulties in At- | 





program builder must use judgment 


lanta lately. The comment was, | 


to be hit hard first becausc so many 
articles of food cost much more 
while they continue to get little 
more for the same things sold to the 


as to where such novel bills are! ‘Hmmm, sounds like the bird to me.’ | wholesaler. 
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LOUISVILLE 





$4,000. Last week, ‘Weekend Ha- 
vana’ (20th) and ‘Moon Shoulder’ 
(20th), medium $2,000. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 15-25) 
—Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th) and 
‘Mr. Jordan’ (Col). Doing okay with 
the usual family and drop-in-trade, 
to register fairish $1,590. ast week, 
‘Aloma’ (Par) and ‘Blondie Society’ 
(Col), caught good $1,600. 


Leew’s State (Loew's) 
30-40)—Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G) 
and ‘Girls About Town’ (Col). Nel- 
son Eddy, with his new prima donna, 
Rise Stevens, drawing fairish femme 
trade. Medium $8,000. Last week, 
‘Feminine Touch’ (M-G) and ‘Un- 
holy Partners’ (Col), fair enough 


Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,100: 
15-33-46)—‘Sgt. York’ (WB) (5th 
wk). Still sticking around and doing 
a slick ae on the scheduled final 
week. ndications are for sweet 
$4,500, and topping gross on last 
week, which was nice $4,200. Pic 
has set a record here for a single 
film at upped prices. 

National (Indie) (2,400: 35-50)— 
‘Mountain Moonlight’ (Rep) and 
‘Stop, Look, Listen,’ stage show. 
Stage bills are copping bulk of the 
attention at this house, and various 
exploitation stunts by Manager Jack 
Sidney is keeping the live talent 
shows in the running. Looks like 
okay $6,000. Last week, ‘Mystery 
Ship’ (Col) and stage show, ‘Buck 
Private C. C. Pill,’ satisfactory 
$5,500. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400: 15- 
30-40 )—‘Appointment for Love’ (U) 
and ‘Swing It Soldier’ (U). Two 
fair to middlin’ pix. Fairish $7.500. 
Last week, ‘Birth Blues’ (Par) and 
‘Among Living’ (Par), stacked ‘em 
in for swell $11,000 and moveover. 


(3,300; 15- 


Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400: 
15-30-40) — ‘Night of January 16’ 
(Par) and ‘Glamour -Boy’ (Par). 


Good enough at medium $3,000. Last 
week, ‘All Money Buy’ (RKO) and 
‘Spitfire’s Baby’ (RKO), light $2,500. 





Continued from page 12 








UA Realignment 


Continued from page 5 


was for years Sears’ assistant at WB 
and resigned from there simul- 
taneously with his chief. It is pre- 
sumed in trade circles that Leserman 
will join Sears at UA when a for- 
mula can be arrived at for clearing 
out or scattering the plethora of 
sales execs now inhabiting the home 
office. 

Leserman, however, is not now ne- 
gotiating with UA—or any other 
company, he said. He was at the 
cocktail party in Selznick’s New 
York hotel suite Monday when an- 
nouncement of the other appoint- 
ments was made to the press. 
Sears’ insistence on Leserman’s com- 
ing with him is said to have been 
partially responsible for the break 
in Original negotiations. It’s under- 
stood that UA squawked at Leser- 














man’s $1,000-a-week salary (what 
he had been getting from WB) in 
addition to the sum asked by Sears. 


Raftery said he had been elected 
to the presidency for a period of 
one year, the usual term for an 
elective officer. He will make his 
headquarters at the UA h.o., he ex- 
plained, but will spend a good bit of 
time on the Coast and will also re- 
tain his office with O’Bfien, Driscoll 
& Raftery, the law firm af which 
he is a partner. 

Asked how much time he will 
give to the company, Raftery de- 
clared: ‘The same amount of time as 
in the past—practically all of it.’ 
He said he will continue to per- 
sonally handle the UA legal work 

Producers’ Reps Remain 

System of UA producers having 
reps at the h.o., to whom all con- 
tracts must be submitted for ap- 
proval will continue in operation, 
Sears admitted. He had originally 
objected strenuously to this, as had 
other prospects for the UA presi- 
dency, who felt that they could not 
properly handle distribution without 
final authority over contracts. 

Sears takes over his new post next 
Monday (24), with other appointees 
assuming their spots at once. This 
kis off the vacation-’til-after Jan. 
1 idea. Leo Spitz represented Sears 
in the negotiations with UA. 

Announcement of the new setup 
was made a momentous affair by the 
company, with the presence in Selz- 
nick’s Waldorf Towers suite for the 
conviviality accompanying the dis- 
tribution of the press release of Joe 
and Nick Schenck, Ned Depinet, 
John Hay Whitney and many other 
top industry figures. Selznick will 
remain east a week or so on per- 
sonal production matters before re- 





turning to the Coast. 


Grosses 








‘LYDIA’ NICE $8,000 
IN OMAHA; ‘HEAVEN’ 5G 


~ Omaha, Nov, 13. 

‘Henry Aldrich for President’ plus 
stage show featuring Herbie Kay or- 
chestra and Brenda and Cobina in 
town’s top grosser the heum., 
‘Chocolate Soldier’ and ‘Smiling 
Ghost’ at the Omaha is good while 
‘Lydia’ plus ‘This Way Please’ may 
do better than ordinary at Para- 
mount. Brandeis is getting healthy 
biz with ‘One Foot in Heaven’ and 
‘The Gay Falcon.’ 


Estimates for This Week 


Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000: 20-40- 
55)—Herbie Kay orch plus Brenda 
and Cobina on stage and ‘Aldrich 
President’ (Par). Not tremendous 
but okay at $14,000. Last week, ‘Earl 
Carrol’s Vanities’ on stage plus ‘New 
York Town’ (Par), sock $16,000. 

Brandeis (Mert Singer) (1,500: 10- 





25-35-40)—"On Foot Heaven’ (WB) 
and ‘Gay Falcon’ (RKO). Swell 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Girls About 


Town’ (Col) and ‘Law Tropics’ (WB), 
light $4,200. 


Paramount (Tristates) (3,000; 10- 
30-44)—‘Lydia’ (UA) and ‘This Way 
Please’ (Par). Nice $8,000. Last 
week, ‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) and 
‘Sundown’ (UA) (2d runs), mild 
$7,000. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-30. 
44)—‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G) and 


‘Smiling Ghost’ (WB). Fair $7,200, 
Last week, ‘Feminine Touch’ (M-G) 
and ‘Down San Diego’ (M-G), so-so 


$7,400. 
State (Goldberg) (900; 25-35)— 
‘Puddin’ Head’ (Rep) and ‘Ice-Ca- 


(Rep) split with ‘Battalion’ 
(RKO), ‘Kildare’s Wedding’ (M-G) 
and ‘Tight Shoes’ (U). Fine $1,000. 
Last week, ‘Ladies Meet’ (M-G), and 
‘Mr. Jordan’ (Col) split with ‘Hurri- 
cane Smith’ (Rep), ‘Man Hunt’ (20th) 


pades’ 





and ‘Kisses Breakfast’ (WB), light 
$700. 
Tewn (Goldberg) (1,500: 10-20- 


|295)—‘Lone Riders Ambushed’ (Cap), 
|*T'wo Taxi’ (Col) and ‘Citadel Crime’ 


| (Rep) triple split with ‘Mountain 
|Ranger’ (Rep), ‘Federal Fugitive’ 
| (Cap) and ‘Showdown’ (Par), ‘Alo- 
ma’ (Par), ‘Beauty’s Sake’ (20th), fair 
$1,100. Last week ‘Fiesta Stars’ 
(Rep), ‘Over Town’ (Rep) and 


‘Forced Landing’ (Par), triple split 
with “Texas Marshal’ (Cap), ‘Gangs 
Chicago’ (Rep), ‘Riders Death Val- 
ley’ (U) and ‘Black Mountain’ (Cap) 
‘Dollar Baby’ (WB). ‘Antonio Rose 
(U). Thin $900. 


In Jersey City, $13,500 


Jersey City, Nov. 18. 

Local houses are suffering from a 
business slump this week. State's 
*You’ll Never Get Rich’ is the town’s 
strongest while Loew’s ‘Dr. Jekyll 
and Mr. Hyde,’ on hold-over, is one 
of weakest. 

Estimates for“This Week 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (3,205; 28-33-50) 
—Dr. Jekyll’ (M-G) and ‘Tanks Mil- 
; lion’ (UA) (2d wk). Poor $7,000, far 
| less than expected. Last week, great 





$17,000. , 

| Stanley (WB) (4,500; 30-35-55)— 
| ‘Belle Starr’ (20th) and ‘Woman Is 
Mine’ (U). Fair $13,000. Last week, 


‘Started With Eve’ (U) and ‘Harmon 
Michigan’ (Col), neat $15,500. 

State (Skouras) (2,150; 30-35-55)— 
‘Never Rich’ (Col) and ‘Man at 
Large’ (20th) (9 days). Good $13,500. 
Last week, ‘Yank R.A.F.’ (20th) (4- 
day holdover), nice $6,500. 

PITTSBURGH 
what it’s doing elsewhere, only $13,- 
000, which doesn’t even make it a 
Warner or Ritz move-over. Last 
week, ‘Little Foxes’ (RKO), $16,000, 
good. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 30-40-50)—‘Honky 
Tonk’ (M-G) (5th wk.). Moved here 
after fortnight each at Penn and 
Warner, and hanging on very nicely. 


Looks like at least $3,000. Last 
week, (6th) ‘Sergeant York’ (WB), 
okay at $3,500, with picture esti- 
nated to have knocked down around 
$70,000 on first-run stay in down- 
town sector. Moved directly into 
nabes for extended dates. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 306-40- 


50)—House has ‘Life With Father’ 
(legit) for two weeks, getting back 
to films Nov. 30 with ‘Never Rich’ 
(Col). Last week, (8 days) ‘Texas’ 
(Col), all right at $7,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 30-44-60-66) 
—All Money Buy’ (RKO) and 
Jimmy Dorsey’s band. Swell com- 
bo, with Dorsey bringing in the 
crowd in droves and the film, which 
got rave notices, attracting lots of 
carriage trade. However, it’s Dor- 
sey that is paying off, superb $25,- 
000, Last week, Ink Spots-Erskine 
Hawkins, with ‘Feminine Touch’ 
(M-G) sensational $28,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 30-40-50)— 
‘Little Foxes’ (RKO) (2d wk.), mov- 
ing here from Penn. Doing very 
well at $6,000, which is good enough 
to win the Bette Davis starrer a 
third week at Ritz starting Thurs- 





day (20). Last week, ‘Honky Tonk’ 
(M-G) (4th wk.), big $6,500. 


Vie 
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fugitive from a termite!...Four of the biggest names 


you ever had—in THE LAUGH LIFT OF THE YEAR: 


They’re forty times as funny on the screen... that 
droopy. drip from Wistful Vista and that willowy 


Wednesday, November 19, 1941 
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HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, Nevember 19, 1941 





PARAMOUNT 


Jimmie Lunceford Orch (16) with 
Bill Robinson, Miller Bros. (2) & 
Lois, Velma Middleton, Dan Grissom; 
‘New York Town’ (Par), reviewed in 
‘Variety’ July 30. 








Traveling as a unit, Jimmie Lunce- 
ford’s 16-piece band and Bill Robin- 
son, plus other acts, are in here hot 
on top of a four-day date at the 
Strand, Brooklyn, which wound up 
Monday night (10). Opened here 
Wednesday morntng (12) and is in 
for just one week. 

Theatre wanted the all-colored 
unit on the seven-day basis with 
‘New York Town’ (Par), one of the 
few pictures set in here for one 
week only. In order®to effect the 
booking the management got the Si 
Fabian circuit to defer a date of the 
Lunceford-Robinson layout for Al- 
bany. 

Show runs an hour here and is 
well presented, with Harry Rubin’s 
screen effects and the lighting lend- 
ing considerable sparkle. Perform- 
ances and routining are satisfactory 
but on the whole the stage doesn’t 
offer quite the sock it often does 
here. 

Lunceford’s music, of course, re- 
mains very brassy, but that’s largely 
what they like at this theatre in 
view of the heavy juve draw. The 
band arrangements of ‘Song of the 


Island’ is effective but it ends too/entirely m1 ; 
noisily for this kind of tune. A good | throughout, soliciting applause in ad- 
vance. 
what the blues should sound like, in- |‘Jersey Bounce,’ 
cluding vocal chorusing by the band|/unit stands in need of a couple of 
and solo instrumental bits. ‘Craw-|sock orchestrations and better ma- 
fishin’’ features the drummer, James | terial for the m.c.-leader, who knows 
Crawford, who acts most of the time | how to deliver. 
like he’s trying to get marbles out|with Miss Green, who’s spotted too 
late, with customers beginning to 
walk out on a corking repertoire in- 
cluding such numbers t 
Dark,’ ‘My Mellow Man’ and ‘Give 
Mama One Smile.’ 


session is Lunceford’s version of 


of his mouth. 

Dan Grissom, of the brass section, 
doubles for vocal solos, stepping 
downstage for two numbers, ‘Peace 
and Love for All’ and ‘This Love of 
Mine,’ latter played sweetly by the 
orchestra. Grissom suffers from very 


: . ss } ing C 
at SELON GRe Oped RU AApees NER in dress clothes. Stayed briefly but 


panicked the mob. 


selling into his vocaling. 
Robinson, with his standard mono- 


loging and tap routines, closes the|anq Thomas, mixed team with con- 


show punchily. Among other things, 
the colored dancer knows the right 
music to use with his hoofing. 


Others down front are Velma Mid- 


dleton and the dance trio of Miller| Jack and Judy display tricky acro- 
The fact that the|batics and novelty balancing for 


Bros. and Lois. 
latter are tap dancers does not de- 
tract one whit from Robinson's work. 
Threesome starts slowly, their danc- 
ing appearing to be tired, but they 
end strongly, dancing on an elevated 
marrow board where buck and wing 
literally makes them watch their 
etep. 

A mammy type, Miss Middleton 
lacks the voice of Kate Smith but 
employs her technique in three 
numbers, one of which is polished 
off with some dance steps, including 
@ split This sends her home 
strongly. 

Business fair at show caught open- 
ing day (Wednesday). Char, 


CHICAGO, CHI 





Chicago, Now. 15. 
Orrin Tucker Orch (16) with Bon- 
nie Baker, Eddie Rich, Jack Bartell, 
Walter Dare Wahl & Co. (2). Am- 
bassadorettes (3); ‘Unfinished Busi- 
mess’ (U). 





It was a happy thought to book 
Orrin Tucker into the Chicago this 
week, for this is the weekend of the 
nearby Notre Dame-Northwestern 
game (Evanston), and the visitors 
crushed into the loop are finding this 
show plenty to their liking. It’s great 
entertainment for everybody. 

At the last show Friday (17) it was 
more of a house party than a show, 
with Tucker bringing to the stage the 
cheer-leaders from Northwestern 
and Notre Dame, with a Northwest- 
ern fraternity putting on a bit of 
glee-clubbing. Ilona Massey and 
Alan Curtis, in for the opening at 
another Balaban & Katz house of ‘In- 


act doesn’t rate. 


main a very classy dancing trio do- 


had to grow up and away from her 
boop-boop-a-doop style. 

Two acts make up the rest of the 
show and both are standard and 
good. Walter Dare Wahl continues 
to go along with his fine comedy 
hand-to-hand work with a stooge, 
and this audience liked every min- 
ute of the routine. Three Ambassa- 
dorettes have a short and snappy 
acrobatic tumbling act, but it is full 
of punch and to the point. These 
girls are among the best in their iine 
today and nifty for any stage. 

Business was to the rafters. Gold. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


STATE, N. Y. 





Carmen Amaya (7), Lew Parker, 
Ginger Harmon, Monroe and Grant, 
Ben Yost’s Mimic Men (6), Ruby 











Tiny Bradshaw Orch (14), Lil| 
Green, Berry Bros. (3), Chilton and 
Thomas, 5 Bon Bons, Hawley and 
Lee, Jean, Jack and Judy; ‘Great 
Swindle’ (Col). 





Colored iineup this week has 
been padded out to 95 minutes witn 
result that stage show is uneven, 
tiresome and uneventful. Proceed- 
ings are enlivened only by the nifty 
standard terping of the Berry Bros. 
and Lil Green’s torrid vocalizing, 
with the Tiny Bradshaw orch getting 
up full steam towards close when 
Miss Green goes on. Nie - 

Bon Bons (5) (New Acts), singing 
and instrumental turn, have been 
given spotting and_ importance the 
Bradshaw essays 
too much _ salesmanship 
Band’s top number is the 
fair enough, but 


Orch goes to town 


as ‘In the 


Berry Bros., in next to shut, re- 


splits, taps and swell acrobatics 


For the rest, there are Chilton 
ventional songs and stepping, and 
Hawley and Lee, comics, with rou- 
tine relying on vociferous delivery 
rather than intrinsic values. Jean, 


moderate returns in opening spot. 
Mori. 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 14. 
Jimmy Dorsey Orch (15), Helen 
O’Connell, Bob Eberly, Buddy 
Schutz, Tip, Tap and Toe, Bob Evans; 











‘All That Money Can Buy’ (RKO). 





How that man Jimmy Dorsey has 
come along! In the two years since 
he last played this WB deluxer, his 
band has acquired the slick polish of 
erfection; Helen O’Connell’s voice 
as not only improved but she’s also 
acquired the streamlined seductive- 
ness of a glamour girl; Bob Eberly 
has pushed the current crop of male 
vocalists back into the shadows, and 
Dorsey himself is working even 
greater miracles on the sax and 
clarinet, if that’s at all possible. 


As a whole, it’s an outfit that 
listens and looks well; there’s 
thought behind the music and also 
behind the ideas that have made the 
Dorsey band a crack unit instead of 
just a collection of specialists. That 
three-way finale of Dorsey’s disc 
best-seller, ‘Green Eyes,’ is only one 
example, with the alternating 
rhythms first on Eberly, then Dorsey 
and finally the O’Connell gal; the 
general run of maestri doesn’t go to 
such pains to create a production in 
melody. 


Dorsey, of course, sparks the reed 
section himself, using four other 
saxes, three trumpets, three trom- 
bones, drums, guitar, bass and piano, 
and he’s melted down what used to 
be a tendency to blast. An unbilled 


| 





ternational Lady’ (UA), in which Miss 
Massey is featured, were here to take 
a bow. 
Tribune and WGN, was on the stage 
for a little with some good chatter 
about the late Knute Rockne, This 
audience ate it all up. 

Tucker himself did an outstanding 
job of handling the many proceed- 
ings. He handled the college crow 
audience with a sure hand, chattere 


well with the people he brought to} 


the stage and generally conducted a 


Paul Fogarty, of the Chicago | 


d dummy, 


jitterbug team, whom Dorsey said he 

|picked up at Virginia Beach last 
|} summer, is next. They’re on without 
makeup and in high school campus 
togs Kids hoof like jellyfishes in 
the breeze and all right, too, but 
they could learn a few things from 
the Harlemites. 


They’re followed by Bob Evans, a | 


clever ventriloquist, with his 
Jerry O'Leary. Evans is a 
sharp student of the Bergen school, 
| material for his crossfire, with ex- 


|ception of couple of gags in bad 


tough assignment in | taste physically, being excellent, his 


fashion. Tucker also went to town 
with his vocalizing at show caught, 
singing more tunes than are usually 
heard from the bandleader himself. 
And he did them well. 

The band also did plenty of work. 
There were many musical numbers 
and several novelties. In addition, 
there were the vocalists, Eddie Rich 
and Jack Bartell, and the Tucker | 
vocal groups of all sizes and sexes. 

Bonnie Baker, reserved for the 
very last, was the pretty much the 
usual Bonnie Baker. Not as coy and 
adolescent as formerly however. 
There is a certain sophistication and 
matureness about the baby-talk 
singer now, and there are growing 
indications that pretty soon the old- 
time cuteness won’t be so cute any 
more. After all, even Helen Kane 








trick singing voice is a big asset, too. 
Next-to-closing are Tip, Tap and 
Toe, colored shufflers hoofing on a 
raised platform and remembered 
here for their dancing specialty in 
an old ‘Scandals.’ Boys are good. 
‘Green Eyes’ is the palm-pounding 
curtain. Only other individual 
Dorsey spotlights is Buddy Schutz, 
the drummer, who gets his chance 
early in the show and stops it cold. 
Current Dorsey date was to have 
been played in September but had 
to be postponed when band was 
called to the Coast for Par’s ‘Fleet’s 
In.’ That was a break for theatre 
because eg Dorsey got in 
Hollywood (both pic and record- 
breaking Palladium engagement) 
should be reflected at boxoffice. 
Cohen. 


Zwerling’s pit orch; ‘Lydia’ (UA). 





Another straight variety show this 
week, distinguished by the booking 
of Carmen Amaya, the fiery South 
American flamenco dancer, with her 
family troupe that’s shockingly bad 
in comparison with the billed name. 
Off her appearance here, despite 
her own personal click, the no-talent 
family bunch appears a millstone. 
She’d go much further in holding 
the public imagination she captured 
at the Beachcomber nitery on 
Broadway last year if given more 
capable support. 

S. Hurok, the impresario, is also 
given billing out front in connection 
with Miss Amaya. He imported her 
from South America, a showmanly 
feat, but is now slipshod in present- 
ing the dancer. The set framing 
Miss Amaya’s act is strictly from 
Dixie, a melange of drab, faded 
colors hardly befitting a $2,500 
weekly act. 

When Miss Amaya dances she 
easily wins the house in two rou- 
tinues, one ‘in full’ on a_ special 
platform to highlight her terrific 
heel-licking, but the same is not true 
of her two sisters’ (Antonia and Le- 
nore) opening routine, nor the sing- 
ing of her special Spanish m.c., Al- 
berto De Lima, nor is a guitar solo 
by Sabicas very exciting. Miss 
Amaya’s father, uncle, cousin and 
two sisters accompany her finale 
number, but their music sounded 
better in the small Beachcomber. A 
special maestro is also in the pit. 

Lew Parker paces the rest of the 
show nicely, with Lou Duthers, once 
a vaude act in his own right, heck- 
ling from a mezzanine box. Parker 
has a nice line of gags, topped with 
his imitation of sundry restaurant 
diners which appears as though it 
could be worked up for more humor. 

Monroe and Grant, trampolinists, 
open and get over with their laugh 
novelty, the older of the pair work- 
ing in a.k. bathing suits for the dives 
on the springs. 

Deucing is Ginger Harmon, a gusty 
jive singer who tees off well wit 
‘Booglie Wooglie Piggy’ and then 
sluffs off poorly arranged ‘Kiss the 
Boys Goodbye,’ ‘Old Man River’ and 
‘I Can’t Give You Anything But 
Love.’ At times the arrangements 
are almost offbeat, cerfiimly not 
complimenting her scat singing. She’s 
nice-looking and at ease in front 
of an audience, but could use more 
commercial music and newer tunes. 

Ben Yost’s Mimic Men (6) a 
choral group of six Nelson Eddys 
doing imitations of better known 
radio and recording artists, close the 
show. They get over with elemen- 
tary routines, their best being a 
takeoff on the Ink Spots and the 
worst something that entails putting 
on exaggerated femme headress. The 
iatter is very juvenile. 

Biz only fair. Scho. 


Shubert, New Haven 





New Haven, Nov. 14. 


Ina Ray Hutton Band (16), fea- 
turing Stuart Foster; Harry Savoy 
Co. (2), Eddie, Jack & Betty, Margo 
Sisters (2), The Martins (2), DeMar- 
cas (5); Harry Berman House Orch; 
Newsreels and Shorts. 





There’s plenty of variety in this 
weekend bill. Show runs an hour 
and 20 minutes and maintains a 
brisk pace throughout. 

Opening with a Hutton band num- 
ber, Margo Sisters come on next with 
some team terping that sets nicely. 
Girls make an attractive appearance 
and know their stuff on the hoofing 
end, both straight and acro. Follow- 
ing acts in the vaude sector are the 
Martins, two boys who work out a 
clever puppet routine that registers 
big; Eddie, Betty and Jack, roller- 
skating trio who mix tricks with 
laughs resulting from spins given to 
a hefty femme audience stooge: De 
Marcos, five girl kids and a guitar in 
a harmonizing session that draws 
encores; Harry Savoy, with Helen 
Holden, in a burlesque gagging turn 
that is for the most part funny but a 
bit rough for the family trade. 
| Hutton band gets across pleasingly, 
with the leader fronting and tossing 
in a dash of vocalizing and terp now 
and then. She also emcees the vaude 
end and is right at home in the 
chore. Stuart Foster’s baritone gets 
over in two solos. 

A comfortable houseful greeted the 
last two shows opening night. 

Bone. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 





Washington, Now. 17. 
Joe Frisco, Bricklayers, House 
Line (16), (70), Chorus (70), Sam 
Jack Kaufman House Orch; ‘Hot 
Spot’ (20th). 





Joe Frisco’s first appearance in 
town since Ziegfeld ‘Follies’ days 
looked like something less than a 
rousing success. This mugg was in 
minor convulsions over Frisco’s new 
sketch about the musician weighed 
down with racing forms; it’s as 
funny a bit as has been seen in 





| Friday (14). 


of other cus- 


months, and os 
ut not a large 


tomers agreed. 
number. 

Majority of audience seemed to 
be wonder what others thought so 
funny. Indication is that Frisco is 
a bit too swift for pew-holders at 
presentation house of this type, for 
matinee audiences at any rate. Size 
of house may have something to do 
with it, too, Frisco nor anyone else 
being able to achieve intimate effect 
in theatre seating 3,434. 

Applause winner in current show 

is short (18 minutes) musical version 
of ‘Naughty Marietta,’ sung by Lynn 
Allison, Bob Gately and 70-voice 
choir (including Rhythm Rockets 
house line), all local. A setting of 
operetta is used and singers are in 
costume, but no attention is paid 
to book. It’s highly effective musical 
interlude. House has tried same 
before in various forms, once pre- 
senting tab version of ‘Irene.’ It 
has been discovered that music of 
popular operettas draws new type 
of audience, in attention to regulars, 
some of whom return to become film 
customers, idea thus having long- 
run as well as immediate boxoffice 
value. 
In opening spot is familiar dog 
turn The Bricklayers. Always sure- 
fire. Rhythm Rockets (house line) 
are on only once, in addition to 
‘Naughty Marietta’ appearance (in 
which they come on once, startlingly 
as nuns), It’s a rhythm routine, 
mid-show, 80-so. Mac. 


ADAMS, NEWARK 


Newark, Nov. 14. 
Joe Venuti Orch (16), Andrews 
Sisters (3), Al Gordon’s Racketeers, 
Paul & Paulette Blanchard, Kay 
Starr; ‘World Premiere’ (Par). 








Adams’ current show has a neat 
balance of vocalizing, music, nov- 
elties and spoofing. It starts fast 
and remains that way right through 
to the Andrews Sisters, who precede 
the final curtain. Singing trio 
clinches the bill. Audience shouted 
and applauded its approval. 

Show’s consistent heat rests main- 
ly on the shoulders of Joe Venuti’s 
swing band, which plays independ- 
ently as well as rhythm support for 
remaining acts. Orchestra clicks 
big. During offering of ‘I’ve Got the 
Blues in G-Flat,’) members _§ get 
chances to do brief solos, which are 
all first-rate. 

The Andrews Sisters got the loud- 
est audience response and they de- 
served it when caught. Gals get 
over smooth versions of ‘Aurora,’ 
‘Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy’ and ‘Ap- 
ple Blossom Time.’ They try to add 
diversity by doing a few, restrained 
dancing steps and by kidding with 
Venuti. Audience roared with sat- 
isfaction following trio’s final num- 
ae a dizzy interpretation of ‘Sunny 

oy.’ 

Al Gordon’s Racketeers, dog act, 
caught the night’s noisiest laughs. 
Unlike standard puppy stuff, which 
plays up trick angle in serious way, 
this one goes in for dogs that look 
funny, act that way and won’t co- 
operate with Gordon. Act clicks 
best at end when dogs try galloping 
on spinning table-top. 

Least interesting are the Blanch- 
ards. They follow the old line of 
adagiodance kidders, being amusing 
and very able, but their act has too 
little originality. 

Kay Starr is the sole vocalizer on 
the bill. Her voice is husky, mod- 
ern and tops when doing ‘I Got It 
Bad and That Ain’t Good.’ She isn’t 
as neat with the blues. 

Show plays 60 minutes, and to a 
jammed house Friday night (14). 

Jon. 


STRAND, BROOKLYN 


Jan Savitt’s Orch (16) with Ruth 
Robin, Bon Bon; Alan 
DeVal, Merle and Lee, Jack Leonard; 
‘Blonde from Singapore’ (Cgl). 





This marks Jan Savitt’s second 
New York theatre appearance in six 
weeks; he was last at the Broadway 
Strand. The outfit maintains its ex- 
cellent musicianship aided consider- 
ably by Ruth Robin, vocalist, and 
Bon Bon, colored singer. 

Savitt as recording artist maintains 
his solid rep with young folks which 
predominate audiences here. His 
pop numbers still are ‘Chattanooga 
Choo Choo,’ ‘Darktown Strutter’s 
Ball’ and ‘Stardust.’ 

Presence of Jack Leonard, former- 
ly a vocalist with Tommy Dorsey’s 
band, also gives current bill a lift, 
his name being quickly recognized 
by the younger element. Leonard, 
out ‘of the Army less than a week, 
is picking up where he left off, judg- 
ing by his vocalizing on this show. 
“World On Fire,’ ‘Getting Sentimental’ 
and ‘You and I’ are standout in cur- 
rent lineup, but crowd forced him 
into long string of encores. 

DeVal, Merle and Lee, comic ball- 
roomologists, continue their smash 
act to terrific returns. Alan Carney 
again clicks with his array of stand- 
ard imitations. Union Square soap- 
box oration remains slick showman- 
ship and he still puts across his 
Lionel Barrymore and Al Smith 
mimicry for heavy returns. 

Biz near capacity when caught 
Wear. 





STRAND, N. Y. 





Teddy Powell Orch (15) with 
Peggy Mann, Dick “Judge; Paul 
_ and Spotty, Hudson Wonders 
(2), Sue Ryan; ‘International 
Squadron’ (WB), reviewed 


1 in 
‘Variety,’ Aug. 13. 





Strand moved its usual Friday 
opening to Thursday last week, cut- 
ting one day off four-week run of 
‘Sergeant York’-Phil Spitalny band 
in order to get in full week with 
current layout and opens with ‘They 
Died With Their Boots On’-Woody 
Herman band tomorrow (Thanks- 
giving). Powell’s band heads a lively 
hour’s show. 

Orch was set for this date on short 
notice. Maestro was pushed out of 
the Rustic Cabin, Englewood, N. J, 
a month early by fire which de- 
stroyed the spot few weeks back, 
leaving him without library and in- 
struments. They’ve been replaced, 
however, and the band starts a 
theatre and one-night trip here, 
Band's book is stocked -with some- 
times slightly over-done, but appeal- 
ing arrangements, solidly played by 
a clean, enthusiastic group of three 
trombones, three trumpets, four sax 
and four rhythm. It plays sweet, 
rhythmically or in a driving swing 
Style with equal facility. It needs 
only to be more showmanly in stage 
work. One attempt at that touch, 
built around ‘Yes, Indeed,’ is weak 
and leaves much to be desired. On 
the other hand ensemble chorusing 
of ‘Carry Me Back to Old Virginny’ 
is okay. 

Selections used are almost all 
things band has recorded, and they 
click, but*there are three interludes 
that are badly overdone. First is an 
overlong vari-tempo arrangement 
of ‘Rhapsody in Blue,’ then ‘Sans 
Coulette’ and, at the finale, ‘1812 
Overture. They’re super-produc- 
tions that hammer away futilely. 
Peggy Mann, recent vocalist addition, 
is neat on ‘Jim,’ the faded ‘Joltin’ Joe 
DiMaggio’ and ‘You and I,’ last an 
anti-climax. Dick Judge, also re- 
cent, displays good voice on ‘This 
Love of Mine’ and ‘Shepherd Sere- 
nade.’ 

This is Powell’s second band. He 
dropped a wad on the first but stands 
to recoup with this combo, which has 
been gaining attention on recordings. 
Its.only drawback has been—and still 
is to an extent—Powell himself. He 
is much easier up front than former- 
ly, but he’s still far from being at 
ease directing and spieling. In fact 
he overdoes the directing, particu- 
larly behind vocals. He’s only dis- 
tracting. 

Paul Sydell and his two dogs are 
more or less standard. He has added 
several new tricks to the repertoire 
and the consummate ease with which 
the canines perform draws a strong 
favorable reaction. Hudson Wonders 
are also clicks with their acros. Pair 
of limber gals offer high-kick roue 
tines that are outstanding for their 
inventiveness, 

Sue Ryan has been around for 
some time. She reaped a harvest of 
bellylaughs with her satires and 
imitations, skipping off to genuine 
appreciation. - One sour note in her 
turn is the overdone finale singing 
of ‘You Made Me Love You’ as it was 
done in 1913, when first written, and 
as it might be done today. Wood. 


EARLE, PHILLY 





Philadelphia, Nov. 14. 


Artie Shaw Orch (32) with Paula 
Kellu, ‘Hot Lips’ Page, Colstons (2), 
Bob DuPont; ‘2 Latins from Manhat- 
tan’ (Col). 


Making his first appearance here 








|with his new, enlarged band, Artie 
|\Shaw is 


being received with 


| mixed reactions. To the elder, more 
| mature adult listener, Shaw’s ‘classi- 


Carney, | 


cal swing’ is a relief after the ear- 
drum shattering brass of the run-of- 
the-mill jive aggregations. But to 
the teen-age alligators, Shaw is 
strictly a longhair riding the wrong 
beam. 

In his attitude toward his auditors, 
Shaw hasn’t changed much, making 
little effort to warm up. But his 
clarinet is still plenty hot, and dur- 
ing the band’s stint on the stage, it 
gets a stiff workout. 


Band gets away nicely.with a 
medley of Shaw faves, ‘Temptation’ 
and ‘Stardust,’ with the maestro 
soloing in his usually excellent 
style. At this juncture Bob DuPont, 


a familiar visitor to Philly, steps up 
with his dazzling juggling. He hasn’t 
changed his act in years—and he 
doesn’t have to. It’s surefire stuff. 

Paula Kelly’s warbling is ear- 
pleasing. An attractive brunet, she’s 
solid with “Time Was’ and ‘World on 
Fire.” During both numbers, Miss 
Kelly is backed by the 12-piece 
violin choir. Rather effective. 

Only other outside act are the 
dancing Colstones, a guy and a gal 
who do a little showstopping of their 
Own with their excellent comedy 
ballroom act reminiscent of the 
Hartmans, 

In between, Shaw and his boys 
perform the maestro’s theme tune, 
‘Beguine.’ Featured member of the 
band is trumpeter ‘Hot Lips’ Page, 
only Negro musician with the ag- 
gregation. He’s plenty socko. Page's 
muddy vocals and clear-tone horn 





(Continued from page 53) 
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wood and Fort Monmouth-made 
films and, from the examples he 
chose, there seemed to be little doubt 
in the audience’s mind about the va- 
lidity of his squawks. 

Hollywood has been making pic- 
tures for the Army for more than a 


year on & non-profit contract basis. 
Darryl F. Zanuck, a_ lieutenant 
colonel in the Signal Corps Reserve 
and liaison man between Washing- 
ton and Hollywood on the training 
pix, heads a committee of the Mo- 
tion Picture Academy of Arts and 
Sciences which allocates the produc- 
tion of the pictures to the various 
studios. 
Criticizes Hollywood 


Considered a leading authority on 
educational films, both in and out of 
the Army, Gillette admitted he is 
‘in the doghouse’ with Holiywood be- 
cause of his outspoken criticism of 
its efforts. He objected to the mu- 
sic, the weaving of minor plot pat- 
terns into the pictures and other 
Hollywood tricks as ‘diverting influ- 
ences.” 

‘The less emotion the films have 
in them, the more effective they are, 
we have found,’ said the Colonel. 
‘And with pictures that have jokes, 
wisecracks or sarcasms, we find that 
the boys remember the jokes, but 
not what they are supposed to learn.’ 


Hollywood is about to switch to 
the straightforward pattern used by 
the Army itself, whose experience 
dates back to World War I, Gillette 
declared. 

Gillette admitted that the Coast- 
made film he chose to demonstrate 
the pro ssudios’ output was not 
one of the better ones turned out by 
Hollywood. Called ‘Military Cour- 
tesy and Customs of the Service,’ it 
was so corny in treatment that the 
audience found it both embarrass- 
ing and laugh-provoking. Twenty- 
minute opus, Gillette stated, how- 
ever, was on a ‘catalog-type’ subject 
which is unusually difficult to treat. 

Garson Kanin’s Assist 

Example of’ recent work at Fort 
Monmouth, N. J.—where Gillette has 
had the assistance of such talented 
Hollywood draftees as Garson Kanin 
—was a much simpler ‘how-to-do-it’ 
subject. Labeled ‘The Anti-Tank 
Mine M-1,’ it was a straight-off ex- 
position of what a mine is, how it 
works and how it should be laid. It 
stuck strictly to fundamentals but 
proved extremely interesting and 
well-produced and won great enthus- 
iasm from the audience on its tech- 
nique. 

Another of the Monmouth-made 
pix screened by Gillette had a tragi- 
humorous note for the many mem- 
bers of the Board of Review present 
who apparently had sons or rela- 
tives in the Army. It frightened 
some of them to a frenzy with a-pic- 
torialization of how planes ‘sweep’ 
a road or camp area of infantry 
troops. 

It appeared impossible that any- 
one could live after a squadron of 
planes came over and, in a carefully- 
laid-out pattern (1) peppered every 
square inch of ground with 1,200 bul- 
lets a minute from each of four ma- 
chine guns in the wings of each 
plane (2) then dropped fragmenta- 
tion bombs as they passed over to 
make sure of getting anyone missed 
by the machine guns, and (3) let go 
with mustard gas just to be fully- 
certain, in case any of the other 
“casualty-producing substances’ — as 
the picture calls them—missed their 
mark, 

There are four more pictures in 
this series, the others showing the 
foot soldiers how to protect them- 
selves from such a plane attack, but 
Gillette didn’t show them and he 
had a frantic ring of mothers around 
his neck at the end of the demon- 
stration, all wanting to know if war 
was really like that. Gillette ex- 
Plained it is valuable to show sol- 
diers pictures of what they will be 
up against in a battle so that they 
won't be surprised and become hys- 
terical and forget how to protect 
themselves. 


Trainees May Get 
First Look at Pix 





Los Angeles, Nov. 18. 


Pacific Coast Conference of Inde- 
pendent Theatre Owners voted to ap- 
prove the Harmon committee, a body 
recently formed to adjust differences 
arising from the showing of motion 
Pictures in Army posts and camps. 
All grievances will be turned over to 


Rap H'wood Defense Films 


Continued from page 3 














R. H. Poole, executive secretary of 
PCCITO, who will relay them to 
the coordinating committee. 


Operators further recommended 
that Army camps get all film prints 
prior to national release dates, if the 
audiences are restricted exclusively 
to service men. 











Helen Hayes 
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dio series for Lipton’s tea, now in its 
second season, is responsible, 


In support of that belief, it is re- 
called that ‘Ladses and Gentlemen,’ 
in which the actress starred two sea- 
sons ago at the Martin Beck, N.Y., 
drew only moderate critical notices, 
though distinctly better than those 
for ‘Candle.’ Yet the show did only 
fair business in New York and, while 
making a profit on a subsequent road 
tour, never grossed anywhere near 
the way ‘Candle’ is doing. And at 
that time, it is noted, Miss Hayes was 
not being heard regularly on the air. 

Stated another way, because of ra- 
dio Miss Hayes, who had not been seen 
in New York in a juicy part in a 


smash play since ‘Victoria Regina,’ 
has returned in a weak play and is 
as big a personal draw as ever. 


seatiueeemataaneeninesial 





DISMISSES CONSPIRACY 
SUIT AGAINST MAJORS 


Philadelphia, Nov. 18. 
Federal Judge Guy L. Bard yes- 
terday (Monday) dismissed the $60,- 
000 damage suit filed by Black & 





Sork, operators of the Rio, Reading, | 


and Rio, Schuylkill Haven (Pa.), 
against Warners, Wilmer & Vin- 
cent circuit, Jay Emanuel and the 
majors. 

Judge Bard quashed the case 
after he ordered all parties to ‘try 
to get together’ during a court re- 


cess. When Morris Wolf, counsel 
for the defendants, told the court 
at the afternoon session that they 
failed to agree, the judge announced 
the dismissal. He ordered the costs 


.of the litigation be shared by all 


parties concerned. 


The plaintiffs had charged con- 
spiracy in the matter of a seven-day 
clearance which Warners’ Strand, 
Reading, had over the Rio. Distrib 
defendants were Loew’s, Paramount, 
RKO-Radio, 20th-Fox, Columbia, 
Universal, and United Artists. 


The case filed by Milton Rogasner, 
indie operator of the Iris, Philly, 
against Warners and the distribs, 
Was continued until the next term 
of court. It will probably be heard 
in January. 

















draw one of its army comedies from 
|circulation in that country. Matter 
wound up with Jock Whitney’s film 
| group, established to promote hemis- 
pheric solidarity, and is reported to 
| have been smoothed out. 

However, this is only a single in- 
| stance in a series in which pressure 
is being exerted to keep such Yank 
service comedies out of Latin-Amefi- 
| can theatres. Nearly every Ameri- 


_can distributor has one or more such 
comedies in which the lighter side of 
army, navy, or marine life is de- 
picted, with the military service em- 
ployed largely as a background be- 
cause of U.S. public interest in all 
branches of the service. 


Objectors emphasize that this type 
of film is n.g. for impressionable 
Latin-Americans and that it might 
result in a certain amount of dis- 
despect for U. S. military services. 


Understood that distribs so far 
have been adamant to calling in such 
pictures from Latin-America if only 
because of the precedent such action 
would have on future releases. Also 
believed that many officials fear it 
would smack of dictating the type of 
future pictures they could and could 
not make. 


Summary of the Latin-American 








S. A. Not Mislead — 
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situation was handled by film come 
pany presidents last week at a ‘closed- 
door’ meeting arranged by’ Nelson 
Rockefeller and Whitney. Other pic- 
ture company executives and foreign 
managers were not on the invitation 
list. Subsequently, these chief ex- 
ecutives met at the Hays office to go 
over new phases, principally plans of 
the Whitney group to ship 16-milli- 
meter films to Latin-America. 


Planned to play up the cultural 
aspects of U.S. life in these i6-mm. 
pictures, with the Whitney group 
actually producing some of them. 
Others will be trimmed down from 
regular 35-mm. shorts which’ the 
American film companies have made, 
The 16-mm. pictures would be sent 
to consular headquarters and embas- 
sies for exhibition before different 
groups, with no admission charged. 





TELENEWS’ U SHORTS DEAL 


Telenews theatres have closed a 
deal for Universal shorts and news-< 
reels for houses in Seattle, Los Ane 
geles, San Francisco, Cleveland and 
new houses opening in Detroit and 
Dallas. 


Herbert Sheftel, head of Telenews, 
is scheduled to be in Dallas today 
(19) for the opening of the newest 
addition to the chain. 















In Philadelphia — nearly everybody reads The Bulletin 


| 





Today, Philadelphia drug stores are serving the slightly over 


2% of this country’s population who are doing over 10% of 
the National Defense work. 


For 36 years, the best way to be sure of reaching the Philadelphia 


market has been with the leading Philadelphia newspaper. 


A survey indicates that more than half the drug customers in 


Philadelphia are most likely to look for drug advertising in 


The Bulletin. Details are yours for the asking. Address: 
The Evening Bulletin, Philadelphia, Pa 
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New IATSE Prez Walsh Favors Local 


Autonomy; Details New Unionization 


‘7 


Bring on the Juicers 


Hollywood, Nov. 18. 
In order to ease the heavy over- 
time tap, producers are demanding 
that studio set electricians local 728 








a ai 


With Coast locals of the Interna- 
tional Alliance. of Theatrical Stage 
Employees asking the aid of the 
parent union in setting up new deals, 
in work for a couple months now, 
Richard F. Walsh, new president of 
the IA, will tackle this as his first 
important job, he states. Later on, 


but not far distant, Walsh is ex- 
pected to direct a campaign to spread 
the influence of the IA through or- 
ganization on a countrywide scale of 
theatre cashiers, doormen, matrons 
and other help. Ushers may be in- 
cluded but indicated that there is a 
terrific turnover in this kind of help 
partly because the draft is grabbing 
a lot of them. 

While cashiers, doormen, porters 
and others in theatres have been 
unionized in a few spots, it remains 
a large field for organization in the 
opinion of Walsh. These sundry 
theatre employees represent about 
the only branch left for the IA to or- 
ganize without getting into jurisdic- 
tional disputes. Latter is not ex- 
pected on the Coast or elsewhere. 


Walsh had planned going to Holly- 
wood to personally sit in with studio 
locals on negotiations for a new con- 
tract but says if it is thought that it 
would be more advantageous to hold 
the sessions in the east, that will be 
done. In any event, the IA president 
will probably decide on the meetings 
within a week, Pat Casey, producer | 
labor contact, is at present in the 
east and, as indicated by Walsh, it 
might be better for him to be near | 


the IA h.o. during the negotiations. 





The 10 locals in the IA studio 
group met for several weeks in New 
York in October without reaching | 
agreements. In addition to scale, 
producers having offered the unions} 
10%, there are many working con- 
ditions to be ironed out, Walsh 
states. 


Nixes Basic Pact 

IA’s new president declares with 
emphasis that the International has 
no idea of returning to the studio 
basic agreement because that would, 
in effect, destroy the policy of local 
autonomy which his administration 
will practice. Walsh adds that the! 
IA will not interfere in the matters | 
or negotiations of any of its locals, 
though its assistance may be asked 
at any time. 

In connection with nomination of 
an opposition slate of Local 244, 
Newark operators, including Louis 
Kaufman, the indicted business agent 
of the union, for the election to be 
held Dec. 9, Walsh pointed out that 
he is letting the locals run them- 
selves and that the IA actually, 
under its by-laws, cannot act except 
when charges are filed with it on 
violation of its rules, Kaufman is 
under indictment for extortion and 
is at liberty on $15,000 bail. 

Stance on Kaufman 


_IA prez notes that the IA would 
be put in a peculiar position if it 
ousted Kaufman, killed his nomina- 
tion for business agent in Newark, or 
took other action and then he'd be 
found not guilty under the Federal 
Indictment. Should he be convicted, | 
‘that is another matter, but meantime 
Walsh is somewhat zealous in his 
policy to protect local autonomy. 


In consequence has adjusted 
some differences that existed be- 
tween the IA and the exchange 
workers who were reported threat- 
ening to try to pull away. Walsh 
has told the exchange workers, 
which include 3,500 members in 33 
locals in exchange centers, that they 
are free to go ahead and set up their 
own deals as they see fit. As former 
third vice-president of the IA he was 
active in organizing the exchange 
workers several years ago. 


he 


A lot of contracts affecting stage- 
hands and operators in the theatres | 
are expiring during the coming year, | 
according to Walsh. Where new 
&greements have been negotiated re- | 
cently the men are receiving in-| 
creases, he declared, adding that they 
are justified in view of the fact busi- | 
ness is better than it was a year ago. | 

During the past year the number 
of theatres on the so-called unfair 
list has decreased substantially, the 
IA president revealed, and exnected 
that the total will be further shaved 
under Walsh. The New England lo- 
cals are doing a good job in organ- 
izing the E. M. Loew circuit, the IA 
prez stated. About helf of the houses 
have been unionized end nevotia- 
tions are on to also bring in the bal- 
ance, 


| circuit 


Haven’t They Heard? 





Hollywood, Nov. 18. 

Nobody goes to Paris any more 
but Universal and RKO are ,at- 
ting on a Face to beat each 
other to the screen with a 
Parisian picture. 

Universal's entry is ‘Paris 
Calling,’ with Elisabeth Bergner 
riding her first Hollywood 
mount. RKO is saddling ‘Joan 
of Paris,’ half a length behind at 
the barrier but hoping to reach 
the wire in a photo finish. 


20th-Crescent 
Product Deals 
Pre-Date Decree 














Twentieth-Fox has been—granted 
the right to declare its last-year’s 
franchise deals with Crescent Amus. 
Theatres in the south as being ex- 
empt from the decree. Going be- 
fore Judge Henry W. Goddard in 
N. Y. federal court Friday (14), 20th 
maintained that the deal with Cres- 
cent was set up prior to the June 6, 
1940, date of the decree, though not 
inked actually until two months 
later. 

While Judge Goddard granted an 
order declaring the deal to be a 
franchise extending over this season, 
representatives of the Government 
were given a stipulation extending 
its time to appeal for six months. 
The U. S. took the same precaution 
in the Metro deal with the M. & P. 
in New England where sim- 
ilar circumstances prevailed. 

The Crescent circuit, headed by 
Tony Sudekum and operating in 
Tennessee, Alabama and Kentucky, 
numbers around 50 theatres. Cir- 
cuit is among independents being 
sued by the government under the 
anti-trust laws. 





WALSH TOLD STUDIO 


throw open membership to take in 
around 800 more juicers. 

Scarcity of electricians is general, 
with United Artists calling 75 for 
location work today. 





FILM COS. TODAY (WED.) 


Screen Readers Guild of New York 
will hold its second negotiating 
meeting with producers’ today 
(Wednesday) on contract demands. 
SRG is seeking an $85 minimum for 
salaried readers and a guaranteed 
minimum compensation of 
weekly for piece-work readers ,witha 
year or more experience. 

Initial megotiating meeting was 
held last Wednesday (12). All com- 





panies except Warner Bros. and 
United Artists, which have no 
readers in the east, are huddling 


with SRG execs in joint sessions. 


Edward Huebsch, Columbia reader, 
was recently elected to fill the un- 
expired SRG presidential term of 
David Golden. Latter resigned from 
20th Fox to become organizer for 
Screen Office & Professional Em- 
ployes Guild, CIO. 


ASC-Int’l Photogs In 








Hollywood, Nov. 18. 

A showdown in the jurisdictional 
fight between the American Society 
of Cinematographers and the Inter- 
national Photographers, Local 659, is 
expected as a result of the reported 
suspension of Hal Mohr by ASC for 
non-payment of dues. 

ASC membership is limited to 
directors of photography, most of 
whom carry 659 cards to be eligible 
for location jobs in territory char- 
tered by the IATSE. Refusal by 
| studio to assign Mohr to a picture 
| will precipitate showdown. 
| 


| Frank Olsen Looks Set 


To Succeed Browne in Chi 
Chicago, Nov. 18. 








Local IATSE 


| 


Showdown Over Mohr 





Less-Than-100 New Theatres Built 
In 1941 Is 40-45% Under “40; Example 


Of Priorities Curbs on Construction 


lisa 





SOEG in L. A. Film Row 


Hollywood, Nov. 18, 

Screen Office Employes Guild is 
moving in on film row to organize 
white collarites. 

It’s not detouring around Para- 
mount, 20th and Warners, where 
most clerical workers are. af- 
filiated with independent crafts. 


War Industries 


Open Theatres 
In Hartford 


Hartford, Conn., Nov. 18. 

Wartime industrial boom is held 
responsible for a series of new 
houses in this area. Two have al- 
ready opened. A third relit. One is 
planned for this’ city and two for 
neighborhood Wethersfield. A 714 
car drive-in theatre is planned for 
next summer in nearby Newington. 

All theatres either opened or 
planned are within a 12-mile radius 
of Hartford. Newington Theatre in 
Newington is already in operation; 
690 capacity. Operated by William 
Sirica and Robert Schwartz, opera- 
tors of houses in Waterbury and 
Thomaston. Eastwood theatre, 966- 
seater, opened Wednesday (12) in 
East Hartford. Joseph Quittner of 
Norwalk and Peter Perakos of New 
Britain are principal stockholders of 
the Eastwood Theatre Corp., opera- 
tors of the house. 











Here in Hartford plans are under- 


| way for the construction of a house 


| 


will hold its election | the house. on 


CRAFT STANDING LONE. Dec. 5, and Frank Olsen, secretary- | 


| treasurer and business agent for the | its architects drawing up plans, 





Hollywood, Nov. 18. 
Richard Walsh, new 


the International 


president of 
Alliance of Thea- 


| past couple of years in the abéence 


on Washington Street by Arthur 
Youman, local furrier. Warner is 
said to be interested in taking over 
its completion on a 
lease basis and is said to be having 


In nearby New Britain, Warners 


} ae ‘ani 7 ave 
of George Browne, seems set to con- has relit the Capitol for three days 


tinue officially as the boss. Browne, 


a week (Friday-Saturday-Sunday ). 
At Wethersfield, two houses are 


trical Stage Employees, was advised| When elected national president of| gefnitely contemplated. Harry New- 


| 


by Film Technicians’ Local 683 that the IATSE, relinquished any direct} man and Meyer Levin of Hartford 
any move to reenter the Studio Basic! connection with IATSE locally and| are planning the construction of a 


Agreement would 
posed. 


Resolution favoring complete local 


be definitely 


autonomy was adopted by unanimous | 
vote and sent to the IATSE chief in| lo 


New York. 


Lerner’s Slow Starter 


Hollywood, Nov. 18. 


First director chore for 


Former director of the Community 


op- 


Zolley 
Lerner at 20th-Fox is ‘Hearses Don’t 
| Hurry,’ a Sol M. Wurtzel production 


devoted himself to the national pic- 


| ture. 


at no time since his 


national presidency did he receive 





Check Up On Standards 


Hollywood, Nov. 18. 





Theatre in Kansas City. Lerner has|ment in film studios is the subject 
J 


been working on the Westwood 


tice pilot 


‘Syncopation’ Shifts 


Hollywood, Nov. 18. 
Crowded conditions at the RKO 
studio caused William  Dieterle’s 
‘Syncopation’ to shift to the RKO- 


Pathe iot in Culver City. 
Ten pictures are in production at 
the Gower street plant. 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, Nov. 18. 

Mary O’Hara sold ‘My Friend 
Flicka’ to 20th-Fox. 

Monogram purchased ‘Aunt Emma 
Paints the Town,’ by Harry Hervey. 

Samuel Goldwyn bought George 
Gregory's yarn, ‘Good Time Girl.’ 

20th-Fox last week paid $22,500 for 
rights to ‘My Friend Flicka,’ novel 
by Mary O'Hara which was pub- 
lished last August. Story is of a 
boy and his horse and is being 
planned for Roddy 
moppet who is earning tremendous 
critical handpatter for his work cur- 
rentiy in Fox’s ‘How Green Was My 
Valley.’ 


lot 
for the last six months as an appren- 


MacDowall, | 


man of Research Council of 
Academy. 
On the 


Carter, 


committee are Bryar 
Franklin, Fred 


Paul 


new 
Alexander 
Geiger, Felix Gouialhardon, 
Gierin, Jack Krempel, Earl Mille 
Ray Moore, Harold Nye, Walte: 
Strohm and Gordon S. Mitchell 


Talullah tl 
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/ment by the doctor revealed that the 
|player is suffering ‘severe influenza 
| with a lung involvement.’ Taking a 


most optimistic view, he said she 


| 
! 


of investigation by a committee ap- 
pointed by Darryl F. Zanuck, chair- 
the 





Standardization of electrical equip- 


would have to remain in the hospital | 


two or three weeks and follow that 
by a short period of convalescence 
She is getting ‘intense treatment’ and 
|is not allowed to see visitors, M.D 
| added. 

| Clifford Odets play was in its 
fourth and final week on the road 
| preceding the Broadway preem next 
Tuesday (25). Local press notices 
were O.K.: they were quite brutal 
in Pittsburgh 


house, Webb Playhouse, there. Esti- 
mated cost of $41,000. House will 
be operated by the Lockwood, oper- 


owner of several more leased to 


any money from the Chicago local.| Warner Bros., is also planning ajis allowed 15% 
‘ | house in that suburban town before | would mean, it is pointed out, that 
} next summer. 


E. M. 
downtown 


Loew, 
E. M. Loew’s 


committed to the erection of a $100,- 


1000 drive-in in Newington before 
next summer. George Landers, 
| manager of Loew’s here, has con-| 


| firmed reports of the drive-in-thea- 


tre Said site had not definitely 
been chosen, though in Newington. 
Mich’s New Bldg. 
Detroit, Nov. 18. 
Present operator of the Penniman- 
Allen Theatres in Northville and | 
Plymouth, Mich., Harry Lush, is 
recting a second companion house 
n the latter town. The new house 
will be dubbed the Penn. 


Robert G. Peltier, manager of the 
Jewel, Mt. Clemens, Mich., is head- 


ing a new corporation which will | 


erect a $150,000 theatre and store 
combination project in the town. 





Schine’s A. ition 
Jamestown, N. Y., Nov. 18. 
Construction of a new 1,200-seat 
theatre by Schine in this end of the 
state is underway in nearby Sala- 
manca 


House will cost about $125,- | 


vr 


Due to difficulty in obtaining ma- 
terials which have priority under the 
defense program and will grow in 
intensity as that program progresses, 
theatre operators are frightened over 
a number of harrowing prospects. 
Among these are: 

(1) Inability to construct addi- 
tional theatres or rebuild those that 
are decaying. 


(2) Little or no remodeling or re- 
decoration where defense . essentials 
are required. 


(3) Likelihood that hundreds of 
houses will not be able to operate 
their cooling systems next summer. 


(4) Trouble in keeping up the 
proper maintenance, making neces- 
sary replacements of equipment, and 
due to run-down condition of thea- 
tres be forced to pay higher liability 
insurance rates. 

(5) Resultant deflation in 
business at the b.o. 


Erection of new houses this year, 
running less than 100, amounts to 
between 40 and 45% less than put 
up during 1940, while during 1942 
it is doubtful if any new houses will 
be built because of Governmental re- 
strictions concerning so-called non- 
essential enterprises. Major chains, 
controlled by distributors, have no 
plans at present for additional thea- 
atres, it is understood. 


Feb, 12 New Hurdle 


While theatre operators are hav- 
ing a lot of trouble right now in 
getting various materials, sources 
say they expect the situation to be- 
come very acute after Feb. 12 when 
added restrictions will be set up. 
Up to that time, construction men 
report, the steel mills are permitted 
to fill orders on hand but following 
Feb. 12 limitations will be imposed. 

Reported a special branch of the 
Office of Production Management is 
being set up to consider the prob- 
lems of the theatres as well as stue 
dios so far as critical materials are 
concerned, but probable that re- 
quests will be cut to a minimum, As 
a result theatres may have to get 
along with their worn-out seats and 
other equipment, with so-called 
maintenance a thing of the past. 

However, when it comes to pro- 
jection equipment, boilers and such 
essentials to theatre cooling appara- 
tus as motors, fans, compressors and 
centrifugals, a real problem may be 
faced. While new boilers are a defi- 
nite essential as they wear cut, the 
Supply Priorities & Allocation Board 
in Washington will likely rule cool- 
| ing cystems aren’t. 
| So 
| 


gross 





far as projection and sound 


The titles he held with the IATSE| ators of 19 theatres in New England. | equipment are concerned, it is un- 
cally were purely honorary and| Maurice Shulman, operator of the| derstood at least one of the supply 
election to the | Rivoli and Webster, in Hartford and | houses has a contract with the Gov- 


lernment on defense under which it 
of wastage. This 
is allowed 


| the company 15 projec- 


Boston op of the/| tors for itself for every 85 furnished 
theatre, | the U. S. One order from the lat- 


| ter amounts to 700 projectors, it is 
| said. 
Ersatz Materials 
Already seating companies are 
having trouble getting steel needed 
for the springs but cast iron for other 


parts of seats is plentiful so far. 
| Sheet metal, virtually all other 
| metals, aluminum, copper, bronze, 


etc., required by theatres that are be- 
ing built or require replacements, are 
very hard to get, circuit mainten- 
ance-construction men declare. In 
the building of a theatre a great deal 
of steel is needed, especially if the 
plans call for a large balcony. 


If defense requirements don't ease 
or the war ends, many theatre fronts 
may become eyesores, which, along 
with worn-out seats and no cooling 
systems, may importantly affect at- 
tendance. However, theatre con- 
struction experts are giving study to 
substitutes at least so far as fronts 
are concerned and work is under 
| way developing and testing certain 
| plastics, although feared that plastics 
|} are not durable enough and may en- 
| tail fire regulation trouble. 


Claimed that substitutes 


may be 


/000 and is being built on a plot/| found for new fronts among certain 


i 


owned by the circuit, which now 
operates the 700-seat Andrews there 
on a lease which it has held for the 
last 10 years. Architects are John 
and Drew Eberson of New York. 


| materials that are plentiful, includ- 
ling brick, colored stucco, various 
| kinds of stone, unreinforced concrete 
|}and flexiglass, all of which are rel- 


} atively inexpensive. 


—l 
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WORD - 
OF - 
MOUTH! 


The success of a single short 








subject series, John Nesbitt’s 
“PASSING PARADE,” pro- 
duced by M-G-M, is doing: this 
industry more good than reams 


of editorials and testimonials. 


To have good pictures they must 
be supported. To do fine things 
on the screen requires the co- 
operation of the theatres. All 
credit to the exhibitors of 
America for their judgment in 


booking and supporting the 
“PASSING PARADE” series. 


The public has indicated its ab- 


sorbing interest in these shorts 
that tell of the little events that 


make living an exciting experience. The sincerity of their 
production, the sound manner of their exposition in the 
best magazine tradition, the span of their source material 
across the by-ways of life make them subjects of extraor- 
dinary human appeal. 


To those thousands of showmen who have already taken 


John Nesbitt’s “PASSING PARADE?” to their hearts, we 


are grateful. To others who have not yet given their au- 
diences the opportunity to experience the warmth and 
inspirational thrill of these brilliant little entertainments, 
we urge an immediate booking. Try them once and you 
will become an enthusiast for one of the best offerings 


the screen affords. 











For instance, these 
John Nesbitt gems: 
Just released: 

“STRANGE TESTAMENT” 
On the way: 

“WE DO IT BECAUSE—” 


Recent “Passing Parade” Hits: 
“Hobbies” + “Willie and the 

Mouse” + “Out of Darkness” 
“This is the Bowery” « “Whispers” 


GROWTH! 

Percentage increase 

temeltueticteleam states 
Seta areye 


JOHN NESBITT’S 


“PASSING 
PARADE” 
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Chasing Clouds Costly Biz for Pic 





Studios; $301,000 to Bag a Fleece 


Hollywood, Nov. 18. 

Cloud hunting is an ephemeral but 
profitable sport in Hollywood. if you 
are lucky enough to shoot a fine, fat 
cloud on the wing. There is a short- 
age of clouds around the studios, 
even on rainy days, when they are 
not the type for filling. A robust 
cumulus cloud is worth more than 
its weight in diamonds, even though 


it looks like a huge gob of fleece 
floating in the sky. 

There was a cloud famine in the 
film business® until Universal sent 
Ralph Cedar up in the air to knock 
off a few new ones for ‘Keep ’Em 
Flying.’ Up to that time the entire 
film industry had only 30 good cloud 
shots, which had been borrowed so 
often that they were growing thread- 
bare. 

In his sky-scouting expedition 
Cedar traveled more than 5,000 miles 
in a pursuit plane, accompanied by 
two transport planes carrying equip- 
ment, at a cost of $50,000. On one 
oceasion he followed a fat cloud 500 
miles, but the cloud was traveling 70 
miles an hour and grew thin before 
he caught up with it. Another time 
he spotted one about 3,000 feet above 
the terrain of Oregon and started 
climbing in pursuit. Meanwhile, the 
cloud did some ascending on its own, 
and Cedar had to abandon the chase 
when he grew dizzy at 11,000 feet. 


Even though the hunt cost a lot of 
money, the studio figures to profit 
largely. The celluloid clouds can be 
used over and over in outdoor pic- 
tures and rented to cloudless studios 
for heavy coin. 





Fox’s Regular Divvy 

Directors of 20th-Fox last week 
declared the regular quarterly divi- 
dend of 374%c per share on its pre- 
ferred stock, covering the fourth 
quarter. This maintains the regular 
annfial rate of $1.50 on the prefer- 
ence issue, 

Divvy is payable Dec. 24 to stock- 
holders on record, Dec. 10. 


——— 
Kanin Pans 


Continued from page 7 














but if they are, it is because the art- 
ists and writers are not giving them 
the right material to produce an in- 
spiring film. 

‘Kanin should remember that a 
producer will always make a movie 
that has the quality and substance of 
good story and audience appeal. The 


Long Time No See 





Hollywood, Nov. 18. 
RKO finally discovered Anne 
Shirley’s stems after seven years 
under contract, 


Actress starts her eighth year 

by revealing her gams for the 

* first time in ‘The Mayor of 44th 
Street.’ 











movies cannot take any particular 
side in the controversy now going on | 
in this country, but will produce any | 
movie which has’ entertainment) 
value. If a message is contained in| 
the entertainment, then so much the | 
better, but it is not up to the movies| 
to lecture or preach.’ . 


Kanin, on the other hand, had de-| 
clared: ‘The movies are doomed if 
they insist on producing only enter- 
tainment. They must become an art 
form that will be an integral part of 
American life.’ 


Bosley Crowther, N.Y. Times film 
critic, who spoke at the same session 
as Kanin, agreed with him. The 
great majority of pictures, he de- 
clared, do not reflect life as it is. 


‘Although many fine pictures are| 
made,’ asserted Crowther, ‘I believe | 
the time has come for Hollywood to/| 
take less money and more satisfac- | 
tion from its work.’ 


5 State Censorship Boards 


Five state censorship boards now | 
existing in the United States could} 
be abolished if the producers took | 
the matter before the Supreme 
Court, Morris Ernst said following 
one of the NBR meetings. Ernst was 
counsel for owners of ‘The Forgotten 
Village,’ documentary on which State 
Board of Regents reversed the nix of 
the censors last week. 


‘The censor boards are in absolute 
opposition to the Bill of Rights,’ de- 
clared Ernst. ‘There is no consti- 
tutional reason why a board should 
be allowed in five states to prohibit 
the release of a picture while the re- 
maining 43 states have no such’ 
board, 


‘The book publishers had a similar 
battle which they won in 1916. If a 
book of merit is now published by a 
reputable publishing house no one 
can prohibit its sale. The same rea- 
soning should be adopted in censor- 
ship of films.’ 








| allocation at that time. 


LANSDOWNE-WARNERS 
FINALLY SETTLE SUIT 


Philadelphia, Nov. 18. 

The ‘on-again-off-again’ $250,000 
anti-trust suit filed by the Harrison- 
Ball-Friedman interests against Stan-, 
ley-Warner circuit and the five 
major distribs was finally wiped 
from the dockets of the U. S. dis- 
trict court here Wednesday (12), 
when lawyers for all parties told the 
court they had finally reached a set- 
tlement. 


The case, filed two years ago, was 





believed settled last August when ! 


Warners took a 10-year lease on the 
Lansdowne, theatre owned by the 
plaintiffs, and a promise to cut the 
Harrisons, et al, into a slice of the 
profits—if any. But the deal ap- 
parently broke down and the case 
was listed for triai last Monday. 
After a brief court argument, Judge 
J. Cullen Ganey urged both sides to 
get together and settle the matter 
out of court. After three days of 
huddling, Morris Wolf, attorney for 
the defendants, told the court an 
agreement had been reached and the 
case, was finally marked closed. 


The original complaint alleged that 
Warners and the distribs had en- 
tered into a conspiracy by shuffling 
zoning adjacent to the Lansdowne 
after the Harrisons had taken over 
the operation of the house in 1937 
after it had been leased to Warners. 





Indies Lose 
St. Louis, Nov. 18. 


The beef of Floyd L. Lowe and W. 
A. Snell, operators of the Star the- 
atre. Lebanon, Mo., against the Big 
Five was nixed last week by William 
H. Stead, Dean of the School of 
Business & Publie Arministration at 
the Washington University here who 
assessed the costs in the case against 
the plaintiffs. Lowe and Snell 
charged the distributors discrimin- 
ated in favor of the Star opposish 
house, owned and operated by the 
Gasconade Amus Co. 


This was the sixth case disposed , 


of by the local AAA office. Several 


more are pending. 


UA’s 8-to-10 


Continued from page 5S 
































UA’s sales program, he explained. 
They will be sold in advance of the 
season and placed in a definite rental 
In addition, 
UA will be able to release them at 
its convenience to insure an even 
flow of product when there are de- 
lays in arrival of indie films for dis- 
tribution. f 

Kelly said that UAP, which was 
the former Walter Wanger unit that 
UA recently bought 100% control of, 
has a paid-in capitalization of $1,- 
200,000. That’s sufficient, he as- 
serted, to permit bank borrowing of 
almost $5,000,000 more, which will 
give UAP a healthy start. 
Jack Benny-Carole Lombard Starrer 

Edward C. Raftery, new UA prexy, 
at the same time revealed that “To 


| Be Or Not to Be,’ Jack Benny-Carole 


Lombard starrer now in production, 
is 100%-owned by UA. Alexander 
Korda, UA shareholder, who is pro- 
ducing it, is doing so as an employe 
of Romaine Productions, Ine, a 
wholly-owned UA subsid formed last 
summer for the purpose of making 
this and other pix, Raftery said. 


Raftery declared that a number of 
new producers will be acquired by 
the ‘company as soon as all of its 
new execs get themselves organized. 
Among those expected to make pix 
for UA is Frank Capra, currently 
working for Warner Bros. under a 
one-pic deal. Capra was in nego- 
tiation to become an owner-pro- 
ducer of UA last spring but broke 
off.the dealings aftet continued de- 
lays. He’s close to both Grad Sears 
and Selznick. 


Tradeshows 





Fri., Nov. 2i—‘How Green Was 
My Valley’ (20th), in all ex- 
change cities except New 
York, where it’s already 
been shown. 

Fri., Nov. 28—‘Louisiana Pur- 
chase’ (Par), in all exchange 
cities. 











Joe Hiller Elected To 
Head Pitt Variety Club; 
Arthur Renamed in St. L. 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 18. 


Joe Hiller, of National Theatrical 
Exchange here, was named Chief 
Barker of Variety Club Tent No. 1, 
for 1942 at annual election of officers 
last Friday (14). It was the second 
time club had voted, first balloting 
of several weeks ago having been 
declared illegal by board. Reason 
given then was insufficient notice to 
membership, but understood there 
was more behind it than that, includ- 
ing a pre-arranged slate by a vote- 
controlling faction. Selection of 
Hiller, former sales head -for old 
Waterson-Berlin-Snyder music house, 
marks the first time in a decade local 
tent has named a man outside film 
biz itself as Chief Barker. 


Brian McDonald, Pittsburgh radio 
personality, was elected Hiller’s first 
assistant and Tony Stern, WB the- 
atre booker, his second, Other of- 
ficers were treasurer, Jim Alexander, 
head of Republic exchange; and sec- 
retary, Al Weiblinger, of Philadel- 
phia Company. Directors will be 
James G. Balmer, of Harris theatres; 
Pete Dana, manager of U brar-*: 
Harry Feinstein, assistant to WB 
zone manager Moe Silver in charge 
of booking and buying operations; 
Harry Hendel, theatre owner, and 
B. D. (Buck) Stoner, M-G manager 
here. Delegates to national conven- 
tion in Hollywood this spring will 
be Feinstein and I. Elmer Ecker, 
with Stern and Harold Lund alter- 
nates. There was a tie for second 
place between Stern and Ecker, with 
former withdrawing in Ecker’s favor. 








H. C. Arthur, Jr., Reelected 
St. Louis, Nov. 18. 


Harry C. Arthur, Jr., head man 
for Fanchon & Marco here, was re- 


elected Chief Barker of the St. Louis | 


Variety Club at a luncheon meeting 
last week. Louis K. Ansell of An- 
sell Bros., Amus. Circuit, repeats as 
Ist Asst. Chief Barker, while George 
Wiegand of F & M was upped from 
Dough Guy to 2d Asst. Chief Barker. 
Edward L. Murphy, comptroller and 
treasurer of F & M Service Corp., 
was named Dough Guy for '42 and 
Ray Nolan, RKO-Radio exchange 
head was tagged for Property Master. 


Canvassmen for the ‘42 span are 
Fred Wehrenberg, Herb Washburn, 
Alvin Wolff, Sam Schicart, Clarence 
M. Turley and Clarence D. Hill. 
Delegates to represent the Tent at 
the annual conclave are Louis K. 
Ansell and George Wiegand, while 
alternative delegates are Joseph C. 
Ansell and A. L. Tony’ Matrici. Na- 
tional Canvassman is Louis K. An- 
sell. 





Charlotte’s Officers 
Charlotte, N. C., Nov. 18. 


Charlotte Variety club officers for 
new term are: H. H. Everett, chief 
barker; Phil Longdon, first assistant 
barker; L. C. Sipes, second assistant 
barker; H. F. Kincey, money guy, 
and John H. Bachman, property mas- 
ter. 





Dark Doin’s for Dottie 


Hollywood, Nov. 18. 
Dorothy Lamour is slated to star 
in ‘Dark of the Moon,’ based on} 
Margaret Bell Houston’s mag serial, | 
recently purchased by Paramount. 


Brian Donlevy is cast as the heavy 
and Macdonald Carey as the heart) 
throb. 





Holden AWOL 


Hollywood, Nov. 18. 

William Holden gets the top spot in 
‘Absent Without Leave,’ a draftee 
story by I. A. R. Wylie, slated as a 
Fred Kohlmar production at Para- 
mount. 

Yarn was originally titled ‘Over 
the Hill’ but was changed because it 
sounded too much like Will Carle- 
ton’s ancient ballad about the poor- 
house. 


‘G-String Murders’ 


Worth $25,000 To 


Authoress Gypsy Rose Lee From UA 





Double-Check 





A checker from one of the 
major circuit houses slipped into 
an indie exhib’s house to get a 
line on the opposition biz. 

They put on the bingo game 
when he was there and he acci- 
dentally won. 











KALMINE TESTIMONIAL 
NEXT MONDAY IN PITT 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 18. 

M. A. Silver and John H. Harris 
have been named honorary co- 
chairmen of testimonial banquet 
here to Harry Kalmine, which is ex- 
pected to draw more than 1,000 in- 
dustry leaders and close friends and 
associates to the William Penn Hotel 
next Monday (24). ‘It will honor 
Kalmine, WB zone manager in Pitts- 
burgh for the last nine years, on his 
elevation to the general managership 
of the Warner circuit. Affair is be- 
ing sponsored by Variety Club and 
replaces the event club had already 
planned for Kalmine several months 
from now when he would have been 
honored on his 10th anniversary 
here. 

C. C. Kellenberg, retiring Chief 
Barker of Variety Club, is. general 
chairman of banquet, and his as- 
sistants include Joe, Feldman, I. 
Elmer Ecker, Ed Sterling, Joseph 
Silberstein and Jerry Deasy. 








Feteing Moe Silver 
Albany, Nov. 18. 

A testimonial dinner for Moe Sil- 
ver, promoted from upstate zone 
manager of Warner Theatres to gen- 
eral manager of that circuit’s 100 
houses in the Pittsburgh, Western 
Pennsylvania and Ohio sectors, is 
being arranged by Albany area film 
men. Si H. Fabian, head of circuit 
bearing his name, is one of the lead- 
ers in the movement to honor Silver. 
A meeting to arrange the affair was 
held Monday night (17) in the of- 
fices of the Palace, a Fabian theatre. 

C. J. Latta, who has been shifted 
from assistant zone manager in 
Pittsburgh to Silver’s post in New 
York State, is already on the ground 
here. Silver will move with his wife 
and daughter to Pittsburgh after the 
reorganization of the Variety Club is 
completed. He will then turn over 
the Chief Barker’s post to Lou Gold- 
ing, Fabian division manager. Inci- 
dentally, John H. Harris, of Pitts- 
burgh, national president of the Va- 
riety Clubs, is scheduled to attend 
the gathering at which installation 
of Albany officers will be held. 


JUKEPIX CO. BANKRUPT 


Mechanical Mfg. Co. Lists $44,936 in 
Debts, $62,786 Assets 

The Mechanical Manufacturing 
Corp., manufacturers of coin-oper- 
ated motion picture devices, filed a 
voluntary petition for reorganiza- 
tion under Chapter 10 of the Bank- 
ruptcy Act Saturday (15), listing 
assets of $63,786, and liabilities of 
$44,536. Assets consist of machin- 
ery, equipment and debts due on 
royalties. 

No list of creditors has been filed. 
Judge William Bondy yesterday 
(Tuesday) approved the continua- 
tion of the company in charge of | 








its business till Jan. 16, 1942, and | 
j seta creditors’ hearing date for Dec. | 
| 16. 

Texas Boom 


San Antonio, Nov. 18. 

Theatre building in Texas is still 
going on at a brisk pace. Interstate 
plans to erect two new nabe houses 
here. Recently, it reopened its Fort 
Sam Houston, a nabe house adjacent 
to the army post of the same name. 

P. G. Cameron, together with the 
Interstate group, has opened the 
Gateway in Fort Worth. 

Alfred Farb opened new 1,000- 
seater, the Sunset, Houston. 

Work being completed on new 500- 
seater in Midlothian being built by 
Forrest Dunlap. House when opened 
will be managed by Clovis Britton. 

Roy L. Harding, formerly of Dal- 
las, purchased house in New Braun- 
fels, Texas; the Union in Houston; 
will construct one in Dallas, and op- 
erate a house here. Harding will 


United Artists on Monday (17) 
exercised its option on Gypsy Rose 
Lee’s recently-published mystery 
novel, ‘G-String Murders.’ tudio 
was waiting Hays office approval of 
the book, which was granted at the 
end of last week. 

UA paid $25,000 for the yarn, 
which is considerably more than 
story editors figured it was worth in 
view of the extensive script work 
required. UA, however, is under- 
stood charging a large part of the 
purchase price off to the publicity- 
exploitation value of the title and 
author. 

Miss Lee yesterday said that she 
had been offered an additional $1,000 
a week to act as technical adviser 
on the film and another $1,259 a 
week to assist in writing the screen- 
play. Whether she will accept, she 
said, hinges on whether she goes into 
Mike Todd’s musical, ‘And So to 
Bedlam.’ 

Paramount last week purchased 
‘Over the Hill,’ a short story by L. A, 
R. Wylie appearing in Cosmopolitan, 
It’s about a draftee who goes AWOL. 
Price was $4,000. 

‘Frenchman’s Creek,’ Daphne du- 
Maurier’s novel which Paramount 
recently purchased for $125,000, has 
been selected by the Literary Guild 
as its February, 1942, book. This 
will add considerably to the number 
of copies sold and consequently will 
be of great value to Par. Book-of- 
the-Month’s February choice is Pear) 
Buck’s ‘Dragonseed,’ in which there 
is considerable film interest and for 
which the Myron Selznick agency is 
asking a top price. 


TECHNICOLOR SETTLES 
PROJECTIONIST ISSUE 


Hollywood, Noy, 18. 

Strike at the Technicolor plant was 
averted through an agreement be- 
tween the company and Studio Pro- 
jectionists’ Local 165 calling for the 
employment of a non-working chief 
projectionist at a minimum weekly 
salary of $110. Lawrence Cobb 
moved in yesterday (Mon.) as chief 
projectiqnist. 

New wage scale for projectionists 
also went into effect, with retroac- 
tive pay to be distributed Dec. 15. 
Deal was completed by John Swartz, 
business representative, and Jack 
Payne, secretary of Local 165. 











WINS HIS STAR 
Hollywood, Nov. 18. 

First star billing for George 
Montgomery is in ‘10 Gentlemen 
From West Point,’ William Perlberg 
production written by Ben Hecht at 
20th-Fox. 

Montgomery has rated toplines in 
two sagebrush Alms. 











Films’ Ambassador | 


—Continued from page 4 

















there for annual fali studio confer- 
ences, to discuss plans for production 
of the shorts and 16 mm. product. 
MacGowan’s Chores 

Films for the augmented Latin 
American program will be made un- 
der supervision of Kenneth Mac- 
Gowan, 20th-Fox producer who is on 








make his headquarters in Houston. 


loan to the Coordinator’s office. Dis- 
tribution, wholly non-theatrical, will 
be handled thrpugh an organization 
being set up by Phil Reisman, RKO 
foreign manager, who has been lent 
‘part-time’ to Whitney's office by 
RKO. Reisman’s setup will handle 
distribution of 35 mm. Latin pictures, 
reduced to 16 mm. form, in this 
country as well as the U. S. pictures 
in South and Central America. 

Technical aides to help improve 
the quality of South American shorts 
made for United States distribution 
are being sent to Brazil, Argentina 
and Chile by his office, Whitney re- 
vealed. Another aspect of this same 
plan of technical help, he said, was 
the Coordinator’s cooperation in 
bringing to this country Jorge De- 
lano, jr., who will work in a Holly- 
wood studio with the aim of taking 
back to Chile a knowledge of U. S. 
technique. 

During his trip south, Whitney 
declared, he found groups of Ameri- 
can businessmen living in Argen- 
tina and Brazil had done very effec- 
tive work in cutting down the play- 
ing of Axis films in houses other 
than those actually controlled by the 
Nazis. 
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For the National Archives 





Wealth of Film and Radio Material Filed for 
Posterity in D. C. 





Washington, Nov. 18. 

After 53,840 cubic feet of ‘records 
of all kinds’ were transferred to the 
National Archives, in 200 separate 
accessions, it was revealed that nu- 
merous motion pictures, of historical 
and. documentary interest, were 
snapped up during 1940 for preser- 
vation in the moth-proof, fireproof 
vaults of the Federal cedar chest. 

Included in the 1940 haul of pix 
which will be preserved, presum- 
ably, for posterity were: 

Nine units of pictures accumu- 
lated ‘during and relating to the ad- 
ministrations of Calvin Coolidge and 
Herbert Hoover’; a sound recording 
entitled “Then Came War: 1939’ by 
Elmer Davis — writer and news 
commenator — complete in three 
units, will be filed away with ex- 
cerpts of addresses by Neville Cham- 
berlain, .Edouard Daladier ‘and 
Adolf Hitler. 

Other acquisitions include motion 
pictures relating to ghe first World 


War, portraying activities of the 
American Expeditionary Forces 
(these run to 4,381 units). Pix (two 


units) of the activities of the Post 
Office Departments, also were filed. 

Interior Department films, with 
scenes of national parks taken be- 
tween 1936 and 1938, also were 
tucked away as valuable historic 
evidence of American progress. The 
Archives also salted down 36 units 
of sound recordings and a motion 
picture ‘pertaining to the dedication 
of American war memorials in 
France in 1937’; pictures and sound 
recording of a radio program per- 
taining to unemployment insurance; 
activities of fhe Food Administration 
in 1917-18; coal conservation; Indian 
sign language and sound recordings 
of dialects and music of €0 Indian 
tribes, etc. 

Items 

Private gifts of motion pictures 

included: 


Scenes at Presidential inaugura- 
















tion, from 1897-1925, presented by 
the American Antiquarian Society; 
scenes of a ‘victory march’ of New 
York’s First Division of the A.E.F., 
in 1919, presented by the Public 
Schools of the District of Columbia; 
a sound picture portraying an ad- 
dress by President Coolidge, illus- 
trating a 1925 attempt to synchro- 
nize sound and motion, presented by 
Mrs. Edward T. Clark; “The Forceps 
Operating and Episiotomy,’ a sound 
picture concerning obstetrical prob- 
lems, made in 1939 and presented by 
Dr. Joseph B. DeLee; ‘Men and Dust,’ 
a sound picture concerning mining 
conditions in Missouri, Oklahoma 
and Kansas in 1939, presented by 
Lee Dick, Inc., Films; Senator Pat 
Harrison, a sound picture made in 
1939 portraying Sen. Harrison and 
others at the Senate Office Building, 
presented by James W. Cum- 
mings, Jr. 

Squalus disaster: a newsreel show- 
ing scenes in connection with the 
rescue of members of the crew of 
the submarine Squalus, which sank 
off the New Hampshire coast on 
May 23, 1939, presented by Movie- 
tonews; ‘Visit of ‘the King and 
Queen of Great Britain,’ silent pic- 
tures taken by Henry Morgenthau, 
Jr., Secretary of the Treasury, and 
two newsreels showing the arrival 
of King George and Queen Eliza- 
beth in Washington and scenes dur- 
ing their Washington and New York 
visits in June, 1939, presented by 
Secretary Morgenthau and Movie- 
tonews. 


West Point, the Finns, Et Al. 


‘Graduation Exercises at West 
Point,’ newsreel portraying exer- 
cises held June 12, 1939. President 


Franklin D. Roosevelt delivering an 
address and presenting diplomas to 
the graduates, presented by Movie- 
tone; ‘U. S. Navy Cruises Off Cape 
Horn,’ newsreel showing three 
cruisers battling a gale in June, 1939, 
while on a good-will voyage around 
South America, presented by Movie- 
tone; Thomas Jefferson Memorial, 
newsreel showing President Roose- 
velt laying cornerstone of new 
Washington, D. C., memorial, No- 
vember, 1939, presented by Movie- 
tone; Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, 
newsreel portraying ceremonies at- 
tending the laying of the cornerstone 
of the library at Hyde Park, N. Y., 
presented by Paramount News’; 
‘Finland Fights,’ one-reel sound pic- 
ture made in 1940 presenting appeals 
for war-relief contributions for Fin- 
land, with statements by Paavo 
Nurmi, Herbert Hoover, Henry Mor- 
genthau, Jr., and Hjalmar J. Pro- 
cope, Finnish Minister at Washing- 
ton, presented by the Finnish Relief 
Fund, Inc. 

President Roosevelt at Warm 
Springs, Ga., newsreel showing 
F.D.R. talking to the Young Demo- 
crats on American foreign policy, 
April, 1940, Movietone. 

Sound recordings included: ‘The 
National Archives,’ recording of an 
address by Thad Page, presented by 
Mr. Page, Sept., 1937; Debate con- 
cerning an Anglo-American alliance, 
sponsored by the National Univer- 
sity Extension Association, Nov., 





































1938, presented by NBC; Department 











BLENDED 


2 
THE FINE 
SCOTCH 
WHISKY 
FROM 


SCOTLAND'S 


SCOTS WHISKY 


Scotlands best Ovstillenet 
* 


me | 
s f 


orrcnante 
wa 


IMPORTED BY THE 





BUCKINGHAM CORP 


4/5 Qua? 


BEST 
DISTILLERIES 


100% Blended Scotch Whiskies 


NEW YORK, N. Y 


of State, recording of an interview 
on April 26, 1939, between Cordell 
Hull, Secretary of State, and Lowell 
Mellett, Director of the National 
Emergency Council, concerning the 
work of the Department, presented 
by Secretary Hull; ‘A Day’s Broad- 
easts Over a Radio Station,’ pres- 
entation of all broadcasts over sta- 
tion WJSV, Washington, on Sept. 21, 
1939, including the President’s neu- 
trality message delivered before 
Congress on that date, news broad- 
casts, a baseball game, dance or- 
chestras and such nationally known 
programs as ‘Myrt and Marge,’ 
‘Amos and Andy,’ ‘Maj. Bowes’ Ama- 
teurs’ and the ‘Columbia Work 
Shop,’ presented by CBS; debate 
concerning Government ownership 
of the railroads, recording of a de- 
bate sponsored by the National Uni- 
versity Extension Association, Nov. 
15, 1939, presented by NBC; Frank- 
lin D. Roosevelt Library, ceremonies 
attending the laying of the corner- 
stone of the library, Nov. 19, 1939, 
as broadcast over the CBS network, 
presented by CBS. 


ARBITRATION 
VERY DULL; 


0%, OFF 


Lack of use of arbitration under 
the consent decree, with cases run- 
ning one-tenth of what was expected 
so far, has left the 31 local tribunals 
with so little to do that their facili- 


ties are being made available for 
arbitration to other industries. At 
the same time, with cases running 
under 200 to date, the cost of arbi- 
tration is running lower than antici- 
pated, with this, as well as economies 
recently effected by the American 
Arbitration Assn., making it possible 
to cut the budget for the 1941-42 sea- 
son. 

While the budget for the first year 
of arbitration under the decree, in 
effect last November, was $490,000, 
Only $300,000 has been spent. For 
the coming year the budget has been 
set at $294,000, plus a contingent 
fund of $25,000 which was also paid 
during the initial year of the decree. 











Blank and Epsteins 


Behind Anti-Trust 
Suit in Nebraska 


Omaha, Nov. 18, 

Suit charging restraint of trade in 
violation of Nebraska statutes, filed 
against nine major film distribs and 
the Ralph D. Goldberg Corp. 
week, with the impend- 
ing opening of the Admiral, 
Omaha nabe deluxer. 





last 
coincides 
new 
Action taken 
by Nebraska attorney-general Wal- 
ter R. Johnson in U. S. district court 
contends that the defendants are in 
illegal combinaf@ion to prevent neigh- 


borhood houses from getting prod- 
uct of price and dating cornparable 
with terms given the Goldberg chain. 
Johnson further contends that the 


M-G in No Hurry About Minn.; May 
Be Only ‘Big 5’ Distrib to Stay Out 





Metro may become the only dis- 
tributor whose pictures will not be 
shown in Minnesota: excepting in 
Paramount houses there that are cov- 
ered by a franchise. The fact that 
the other four decree companies 
have rushed to the courts to gain 
permission to offer its,pictures to 
Minnesota exhibitors on a full-line 
basis with a 20% cancellation, is not 
in any way stampeding Metro, it is 
learned, 

Rather than reach a quick decision 


to servite Minnesota under what it 
considers an onerous state law, 
Metro will mot make up its mind as 
to what to do until it has considered 
all phases of the situation, according 
to J. Robert Rubin, vice-president 
and general counsel. 

Rubin states that a decision by 
Metro is not imminent and that be- 
fore it is determined ‘whether the 
company will sell Minnesota ac- 
counts or remain out of the state 
entirely, a complete investigation of 
the problem will be made. 

Should Metro remain aloof from 
the Minnesota market, it will sacri- 
fice a lot of revenue and throw to 
the other distributors all the playing 
time it formerly has had in that state 
outside of the Par circuit (Min- 
nesota Amus. Cos.). Metro negotiated 
a two-year deal with Minnesota 
Amus. in 1940 prior to the decree 
and thus:has the current season 
(1941-42) to go under it. The circuit 
numbers 57 houses in Minnesota, bal- 
ance being in the two Dakotas. 

RKO, WB and 20th 

Following exemption from provi- 
sions of the decree so that they could 
sell Minnesota, RKO, Warners and 
20th-Fox are.working out sales de- 
tails so that they can start nego- 
tiating contracts without delay. Cres- 
son E. Smith, western division man- 
ager of RKO, and W. C. Gehring, 
western sales head for 20th-Fox, are 
in Minneapolis mow setting up the 
new machinery, while expected Ben 
Kalmenson, Warner —_ distribution 
chief, will also check into the Minne- 
sota key before returning to New 
York the end of this week. The 
home office doesn’t know where Kal- 


Chicago yesterday (Tues.) on a fly- 
ing visit to various exchanges in that 
region. 

While Paramount, first to obtain 


ing the exhibitors all the pictures it 
will make this season, RKO, 20th and 
Warners may be a little more speci- 


fic as to the number expected in an 
effort to give the exhib an idea as to 
how many films he may get from 
each. In any event, however, the 
distribs must furnish every single 
1941-42 picture made regardless of 
any number indicated in the contract 
as a guide. 
Working Out Brackets 


RKO, WB and 20th are working 
out the various brackets and per- 
centages preparatory to actual sell- 
ing. In addition to a stated number 
of films in various percentage brack- 
ets, distribs will offer the balance 
flat, the number in that (lowest- 
price) allocation being dependent on 
the season’s output. Under the Min- 
nesota law, exhibs are permitted to 
cancel 20% out of each price bracket. 


WB, RKO and 20th were granted 
the right of escape from the decree 
in order to sell Minnesota on Friday 
(14) before Federal Judge Henry W. 
Goddard. Par, RKO and WB asked 
for exemption only from tradeshow- 
ings and sales in blocks-of-five, while 
20th thought it should be granted 
additional relief by eliminating two 
other provisions under the decree 
which makes it mandatory to grant 
‘some run’ and the clause concerning 
cancellation of pictures on racial, re- 
ligious or moral grounds. Conten- 
tion of 20th, concerning the latter, 
was that the unconditional 20% re- 
jection provision of the Minnesota 
statute was sufficient protection 
against offensive pictures. ‘Judge 
Goddard denied the application of 
20th on the two added points with- 
out prejudice to a renewal of the 
application if under actual operation 
20th’s fears were confirmed. 

In addition to Minnesota, distribs 
may have to contend with similar 
full-line laws in other states ale 
though impartial opinion is that the 
Minnesota exhibs put themseiyes in 
a spot by going against the decree 
and have suffered. However, the 
Allied Theatre Owners of, Iowa and 
Nebraska, operating as a single unit, 
plans discussing anti-decree laws for 





menson is, though he was to be in| 


| 
} 


| 


the right to sell Minnesota, is offer- | 


those states at a meeting being held 
Monday and Tuesday (24-25). 





Here Come The Bombers 


Hollywood, Nov. 18. 
Training of Army bombers forms 
the background of ‘Bombardier,’ to 
be produced as Reeves Espy’s sec- 
ond picture for RKO. 
Espy is now in Shreveport, La., 


| conferring with officers at Barksdale 


| school. 


Field, site of the new bombing 








— 











tretsenseue 








nie 
si mapapeeasseneresesooerr 0 2 





Z| 
gs) 
= 
ey 
CO 
a 
_ 
= 
igs) 
i: 
i 





‘ freee PU DEEL NCCE OORERIRNG Oe 
SNORT OER EE SANRLO RN RRBEEHEETUTN (OPED LAOH TERRES ETE REREEADRE LAN OETA OEEEON Fy 








RADIO 


cry MUSIC HALL 


SUSPICION’ 


Spectacular Stage Productions 














motion pictures in Omaha, to the 





detriment of the Admiral and the 
Epstein theatres. 

Named as defendants the ac- 
| tion are Goldberg Corp., Loew’s, 
RKO, Paramount, 20th-Fox, Univer- 
| sal, Columbia, Republic, United Art- 
ists and Vitagraph. The Admiral is 
being built by Ralph Blank, nephew 
of A. H. Blank, and Walter Green, 
| local show printer and supply man. 
| Epstein theatres, operated by Louis | 
and Sam Epstein, include the Ben- 
son, Corby, Roseland, Circle, Berk- 
ley, and Lothrop, all nabes. Gold- 





berg Corp. operates two downtown 
houses, State and Town, and nabes 
such as the Avenue, Military, Dun- 


dee, Arbon and Winn. 
Petition, which seeks to enjoin 
the defendants, all of whom have 


branch offices in Omaha, from re- 
Straining trade and 
points out that 80% of all feature 
product is under control of those 
named and that they have refused 
to do business with the Admiral or 
Epstein theatres here. 

Goldberg denies the allegations, 
saying he has no contracts of any 
kind with four of the defendants 
named, 


defendants are trying to monopolize | 


commerce, | 





| 
' 





{ Starts Thurs.,Nov. 20 
Times | Fred ASTAIRE 
STAT Sq- Rita HAYWORTH 
Last Times Wed ‘YOU'LL NEVER 
Merle OBERON | , > 
GET RICH 
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n Person 


Martha RAYE 
Jack DURANTE 


LOEW’S 


Ov Stage 
CARMEN AMAYA 
Lew PARKER 





Others Others 





OPENS THURS., NOV, 20 
ERROL OLIVIA 


FLYNN ® DeHAVILLAND 


In the New Warner Bros. Hit 


“THEY DIED WITH 
THEIR BOOTS ON’ 


IN PERSON— 
a AND 
Woody Herman oxcu 


STRAND B'way & 47 St. 














Starts THURS. 
The funniest ‘Thin 
Man"’ film yet ! Broedwar © Gist Street 
POWELL e@ Myrna LOY 
in M-G-M's 


SHADOW: THIN MAN | 


Wm. 











“HOW GREEN WAS 
MY VALLEY” 


uaire® RIVOLI ix’st 


ARTISTS 
Doors Open 9:30 A.M. MIONITE SHOWS 
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STARTS TOMORROW 


GARY COOPER 
as “SERGEANT YORK” 


Joan Leslie-Walter Brennan 









Claudette —In Person— 
Colbert 
Ray Milland HARRY 
Brian Aherne JAMES 
“SKYLARK” and Band 
A Paramount Extra 






Picture RAY BOLGER 
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Rockefellers to Radio Dramatize 
Colonial Restoration in Virginia 





The Rockefellers are readying a 
radio series dramatizing events in 
the history of colonial Williamsburg 
and Virginia. It would be an eve- 
ning half-hour show, somewhag along 
the lines of DuPont’s ‘Cavalcade of 
America.’ Plan is being handled by 
Colonial Williamsburg, Inc., the 
Rockefeller-financed outfit that had 
charge of the restoration and opera- 
tion of the Williamsburg, Va., his- 
torical site. 


Understood the Rockefeller idea is 
to try and obtain a sponsor for the 
series, after the preliminary prepa- 
ration and expense are taken care of 
However, if no firm wants to spon- 
sor the program, the Rockefellers 
would do it on their own as an at- 
tention-getter for Williamsburg. 


Group from New York is now in 
Williamsburg getting material and 
lining up preliminary script outlines 
for the series. Henry Fisk Carlton, 
who authored ‘Great Moments of 
History’ and some of the early ‘Cav- 
alcade’ programs, is scripting, with 
several assistants doing research. All 
are being paid full salary. 


POPE-WBYN, N.Y. 
DEAL NOW 
COLD 


The deal pending for some weeks 
between Station WBYN, Brooklyn, 
N. Y., and Italian-American news- 
papers owned by Generoso Pope, a 
prominent figure in politics, con- 
tracting and foreign language jour- 
nalism, has gone celd. It is not too 
clear whether the station or the 
Italian group did the chilling. Pope 
has enemies who have been beat- 








ing the tom-tom and exploiting 
praise of Benito Mussolini once 
credited to him. 

The proposition that has failed 


to jell called for a six-hour block 
of WBYN’s time to be devoted daily 
to Italian language programs under 
the superyision of the Pope group. 

Prospectively involved in the deal 
was a $2,000 weekly time guarantee 
to WBYN. 


CHRISTMAS SEEMS 





ABOUT ON SCHEDULE 





Seattle, Nov. 18. 


KOL has sold the Rhodes Depart- 
ment store a five times weekly 15- 
minute program, ‘Santa Claus Comes 
to Town. Begins Thursday (20), 
airing at 4:30, and is directed at the 
kids. This is in addition to Rhodes 
daily five minute ‘Song of the Day.’ 

Tall’s Luggage Shop has been sold 
an extensive allotment on KOL, 
adding to present schedule of three 
15-minute musical shows a_ week. 
Will also use a half hour musical on 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. New 
series will use only institutional ad- 
vertising. 

Norge Appliances also takes a big 
package for Standard Service Tire, 
buying three 6:30 Dallas 


two 15-minute Don Isham organ con- 
certs and six spots daily. 





Bruce Small Moves To 


Badger, Brown Agency) corporal with the radio section of 





Bruce Small has quit as fime 
buyer for the William Esty agency to 
join Badger, Brown and Hershey in 
a similar capacity. 

Roger O’Connor, of the Esty staff, 
Was moved up to the spot left vacant 
by Small. 





Katz Agency Now Reps 
WFIL (Petry) in Phila. 


WFIL, Philadelphia, is switching 
its national sales representation 
from the Edward Petry outfit to the 
Katz Agency. 

Petry has had the account for the 
past three years. 


vt 


Not Playing the Game 





Small midwestern station re- 
cently lost its largest account, 
a local laundry. 

Laundry owner had learned 
that the station manager’s wife 
had bought a washing machine. 


SAM BALTER 
SUES AGENCY 


Philadelphia, Nov. 18. 


Sam Balter, sportscaster, last week 
filed a $100,000 damage suit in the 
local Federal court against the Ivey 
& Ellington agency, Bayuk Cigars, 
Inc., and Jack Stevens, sports com- 
rentator currently on Mutual for 
the same account. Balter’s com- 
plaint charges the defendants, par- 
ticularly the agency, with appro- 
priating the idea and format of the 
sports broadcast, ‘Once in a Life- 
time,’ which he claims he originated. 

Balter also accuses the agency of 


putting pressure on the Don Lee 
Network to drop him (Balter) from 
a program which he had been en- 
gaged for last September after his 
break with Bayuk. Balter had done 
‘Once in a Lifetime’ for Bayuk for 
several years until the agency de- 
cided to replace him with Stevens, 
formerly on the Yankee Network’s 
staff. 

















Brownlee-Levi Station 
For Louisville Okayed; 
No Web Affihation Set 


Louisville, Nov. 18. 

This town’s fifth radio station, with 
tentative call letters of WINK, was 
given an FCC nod for a construction 
permit Thursday (13). Official name 
of petitioner is the Mid-America 
Broadcasting Corp. CP calls for 
frequency of 1080 Kilocycles with 
day power of 5,000 watts and nights 
1,000. Airer will share frequency 
| with KRLD, Dallas, and WTIC, Hart- 
ford. 
| Mid-America was organized nearly 
'two years ago with capital of $70,000. 
| James F. Brownlee, distillery head is 
| president. Included among the prin- 
|cipal incorporators is Emanuel Levi, 
|former vice-president of the Cour- 
|ier-Journal and Times, and WHAS, 
| Louisville. No transmitter site has 
| been selected, but a location across 
|the Ohio River in Indiana is under 
consideration, as well ag a studio lo- 
cation in Louisville. 


At present no affiliation has been 
|arranged, and station policy, network 
services, and other details are to be 
arranged as soon as construction and 
equipment installation is under way. 
City is now serviced by four stations, 
WHAS, WAVE, WINN, and WGRC, 
the latter with transmitter and 
studio in New Albany, Indiana, and 
studios in Louisville. 
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Exclusive Decca Recordings 
Still Appearing at 
PERSIAN ROOM, PLAZA HOTEL 
New York 
Direction: 

WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 








IN NEWSCAST 
TIEUP 


The New York Times has made its 
first all-out tieup with a radio sta- 
tion. Starting Dec. 1, the Times will 
broadcast three minutes of headline 
news every hour on the hour from 
8 am. through 11 p.m. six days a 
week over WMCA. On the seventh 
day, Sunday, there will be scattered 
bulletins from the Times. 


Deal was closed by Arthur Hays 
Sulzberger, publisher of the Times, 
and Edward B. Noble, candy mint 
manufacturer who purchased WMCA 
from Donald Flamm last year. The 
deal is on a straight swap. No cash 
is involved and the broadcasts will 
be unsponsored save by the Times 
itself. A special radio crew, prob- 
ably not fewer than four men, will 
be paid for by the Times to handle 
the newscasts right out of the Times 
editorial sanctum. 


It is possible that’ WMCA will 
make further changes in its pro- 
gram schedule to conform with the 
new arrangement. This would be to 
avoid being topheavy on newscasts 
and commentators. 

Stated Sulzberger, in an official 
comment: ‘For bulletin purposes, the 
radio has become indispensable.’ 








Frisco Daily Prints News 
Of Radio Programs And 
In Frisco That’s News 


San Francisco, Nov. 18. 

Action of the Call-Bulletin (Hearst 
evening sheet) in starting a radio 
column has aroused much specula- 
tion here. Heretofore frigid to ether. 

The ‘column’ so far is limited to 
three or four inches of carefully 
edited program gossip doubled under 
the daily program agate, but marks 
the first regular air pillar in a Frisco 








| NAPOLEON WAS CORPORAL | 
newscasts per week in eral 


A Fact That Doesn’t Console Harry 
Shuler From WLW, Cincy 





Chester, S. C., Nov. 18. 

Army life is pretty tough for | 
former radio men. | 
Harry Shuler, with | 


formerly 
WLW-WSAI, Cincinnati, is now a 


the Fourth Army Corps and thus 
must eat with the enlisted men in- 
stead of in the officers’ mess where 
all the visiting radio correspondents 
take their meals. 


Looking for Jim Cassidy, WLW- 
WSAI special events director, the 
other day, Shuler peeked into the 
officers’ mess and spotted his former 
station-mate eating with the brass 
hats. Seeing flowers, white table 
cloths and silverware on the table, 
the luxury-loving corporal forgot 
himself. ‘Well I'll be,’ he said loudly, 
‘they even have a bouquet.’ 





Thomas Archer, Montreal radio 
editor, has new eross-country ‘Books 
of Today’ series on the Canadian 





j 


daily since the original feud began. 
Insiders figure the 
| Assn. is softening to point where in- 


| dividual rags may follow their own 
| hunches on radio. 


} 
| 


Fact that Chron- 
icle has long had an NBC tieup also 
may figure. 


WLW CREW COVERING 
MANEUVERS IN DIXIE 


Cincinnati, Nov. 18. 

Transcribed coverage of the North 
and South Carolina maneuvers be- 
tween the Fourth Army Corps and 
the First Army, which started Satur- 
day (15). will be aired by WLW in 
one half-hour, three quarter-hour 
and one 10-minute programs Wednes- 
day (19) through Sunday (23), 

Same staff that covered the Louisi- 
ana war games’in September is en- 
gaged in the Carolinas. Cecil Car- 
michael, is in charge. James Cassidy, 
WLW special events director, is do- 
ing the announcing, and R. L. Ted- 
ford, engineer, is handling the tech- 











Broadcasting Corp. 


nical problems, 


N.Y. TIMES-WMCA 


Publishers’ | 





Newscasters in Jams When Comment 


Backfires Over WBYN and WICC 





Network Premieres 


Nov. 29 
Metropolitan Opera; Saturday 
matinee performances from Metro- 
politan Opera House, N. Y.; Satur- 
days, 2-4 p.m. NBC-Blue (WJZ); 
Texaco, Buchanan agency. 


AFRA LICENSES 








TALENT AGENTS 





Talent agency franchises have 
been issued by AFRA to the follow- 
ing additional firms: Neil Belmont, 
Herbert Hoey, T. Hayes Hunter, Jack 
Lenny and Mills Artists, of New 
York; Marion Garner Griffith, Wal- 
ter L. Larsen, Parker-Piper Talent 
Productions and Wright-Sonovox, 
Inc., Chicago; Artists Incorporated, 
Mary Bran International Artists 
Bureau, International Artists, Inc., 
Hannah T. Kirchaven, Albert 
Schneider, Allan Simpson, Harry 
Tatelman Agency, Rudy Vallee Pre- 
sents, Inec.,, and Mladin Zarubica 
Agency, Hollywood, and Larry Allen, 
San Francisco. 

Agent’s franchise. of Phil Coscia, 
New York, has been cancelled. 





Edd Johnson Brings Over 
Two CBS Colleagues As 


Station WBYN, Brooklyn, N. Y,, 
publicly apologized to Norman 
Thomas, the Socialist, Monday night 
(17) at 10 p.m, because WBYN’s 
news commentator, Joe Congress, 
had made references to Thomas’ re- 
marks at an isolationist rally. Con- 
gress had stated on Nov. 12 that 
what Thomas was reported to have 
said as given in a N.Y. Times story 
came ‘close to treason’ and resem- 
bled what preceded the collapse of 





France. <A _ telephone call from 
|Thomas and his lawyer followed the 
next day. 

The apology was made by Griffith 
Thompson, WBYN’s general man- 
ager. In the studio at the time 
was Thomas and John Finerty. Also 
Joe Congress, the latter not partici- 
pating in the retraction. 





Fired for ‘Coloring’ 
9 Bridgeport, Nov. 18. 

WICC has dropped George Fisher 
from station news staff after the 
spieler ‘colored’ report of meeting of 
Committee to Defend America by 
Aiding the Allies. Fisher, who got 
his job when Larry Gruza of WICC 
was called to army service, assert- 
edly minimized tyrnout at session 
and contrasted Lindbergh’s draw at 
America First rally in New York. 

Joseph Lopez, WICC supervisor, 
gave Fisher his notice even before 
complaint was registered by Defend 
America group. In doing so, Lopez 
stressed station’s determination to 
give both sides of controversy equal 
time and to maintain unopinionated 
news service. 





U.S. Info Office Aides} 22 "Sc0ca'is time with the army 





Alice Dannenberg, a writer in the 
magazine division of the CBS pub- 
licity staff, resigned effective Mon- 
day (17) to work in the New York 
office of the U. S. Coordinator of 
Information. 

She will be a member of the staff 
of Edd Johnson, formerly in charge 
of the CBS shortwave listening post 
and now chief of. shortwave intelli- 
gence at the Coordinator’s New York 
office. Robin Kinkead, who recently 
left the CBS publicity department, 
is also a member of the Govern- 
ment’s shortwave staff. 


EDGAR GUEST BACK 
AS HOME TOWN BOY 


Detroit, Nov. 18. 

Tired of constantly commuting to 
Chicago for his air shows and want- 
ing to stick closer to his newspaper 
syndicate job, Edgar (‘It-takes-a- 
heap-of-living - in - a-house-to-make- 
it-home’) Guest has turned his back 
on 10 years of coast-to-coast broad- 
casting and settled for a local pro- 
gram. He has signed for a 26-week 
series of morning programs via 
WXYZ and the Michigan Network 
for the Farmers & Manufacturers 
Beet Sugar Association. 


On the sentimental side, the news- 
paper poet also has two young 
grandchildren, son and daughter of 
his son, Bud, a newscaster via WJR 
and a Detroit newspaperman, which 
were factors in making him decide 








| to stick closer to home. 





IN THE STILL OF THE NIGHT 
Only It Ain't, So WLW Cuts a Disc 
on the Lam 


Chester, S. C., Nov. 18. 


R. L. Tedford, recording engineer 
for WLW, Cincinnati, made a unique 
transcription Sunday night (16) 
during army maneuvers here. While 
traveling 35 miles-per-hour in a 
WLW-WSAI mobile unit truck 
driven by Cecil Carmichael, of the 
station staff, he made a recording of 
the roar of traffic as 155 mm. field 
guns were being moved at high 
speed at night into front line posi- 
tions. 


Platters contain a 15-minute show 
and, Tedford believes, are techni- 
cally faultless sound reproductions. 





John W. Scott, KABC, San Antonio, 
new analyst, is airing a three times 
per week quarter hour program for 
Park Laboratories for Absorbo. 


'and is now back on the job. 


BERGEN LEADS 
TOP 15 IK 
HOOPER 'S . 


C. E. Hooper’s latest ratings show 
the Edgar Bergen show holding top 
spot for the third consecutive month, 
Following is how the Hooper re- 
ports now rank the top 15 evening 
network commercials: 





pT Bo ewe: 
Wines BEOCIee. .c cccrndaéeeer 29.0 
Walter Winchell............. 28.6 
Pa By | 28.2 
| re ae 27.7 
PUN PEM iasic eu toadeus 3.2 27.6 
SHEE SORE: x Ksvccrviwsces 26.4 
Maxwell House.......seeeee: 23.3 
TR eee ne 19.3 
Mr. District Attorney........ 18.3 
CJERON “WOMOE oss otc cécceces.s 18.0 
DO a ee ane Pe 17.4 
Kraft Music Hall........e0.. 17.3 
i RT, Sees 
‘One Man’s Family’........ 16.8 





Harlow Roberts Joins 
Goodkind Agcy. as V.P. 


Chicage, Nov. 18. 

Harlow Roberts has joined the 
Goodkind, Joice & Morgan agency 
as v.p. He will be in charge of all 
merchandising activities of the 
agency. 

Roberts was recently manager of 
the radio department of Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert agency here and 
was formerly sales and advertising 
manager of the Pepsodent Co. and 
advertising director of the Purity 
Bakeries Corp. 





Weaver Quits WBBM 
For War Dept. Position 


Chicago, Nov. 18. 

Buck Weaver is taking leave from 
WBBM-Columbia where he _ was 
news editor and will go into the na- 
tional defense campaign as assistant 
to the assistant Secretary of War in 
Washington. 

His place will be filled by Arch 
Farmer, acting head of the news de- 
partment, and formerly of the Chi- 





cago Tribune. 
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. | | Shut-Ins Make Good Radio Checkers 


Were Not Chiseling, But (CLEARER IDEA 
































iy 

Amusing to station reps but questionable are the chiseling tactics 
that a southern proprietory account still insists on using when its time 
puyers come north to do business. To the reps the approach has be- 
come a familiar refrain but each time that the firm’s advertising execs 
make their visit they try to impart to their introductory speeches an 

) ~ air of sudden and novel discovery. The reps say that the byplay in- 
volved is becoming a strain to them. It’s becoming harder to suppress 
-the urge to laugh out loud. 

Following is a sample prologue that the reps declare -they have 
to listen to every time this proprietory drug contingent start talking 
about time buys: 

‘Now, we don’t want you to think we're chiseling—but here’s how 
| things stand. We’re already on a station in your market but we’re not 
particularly satisfied... We've got a big batch of announcements run- 
ning on that station and, naturally, you’d like to have them on your 
station? (The buyer pauses here for the expected nod of agreement.) 
Well, there’s a lot of business in this, if you want it. (Another pause, 
and then a.sudden switch in rhythm.) Are you a good trader? Here’s 


the schedule. Now tell us what you can do for us.’ 
, ‘First there’s the litile matter of 


Let the Spielers Fit the Spiel scsws< = =m 





going on over the rival transmitters have found a way to keep a 
pretty good check on the competition’s programs, announcements, etc. 
———- They are making deals with inmates of institutions, old people’s 
homes, crippled children’s homes and other such institutions. 
Leon Henderson and W. L. These special shut-ins are supplied with radios and given occasional 
Batt Give Clients Agen- fees for listening to rival stations constantly and handing in running 
. . - cases. The shut-ins get an opportunity actually to earn money and, 
cies and Media a Sobering more important, to have useful work to occupy their minds. Stations, 
But Partly Reassuring Pic- on the other hand, receive loyal and diligent check-up service. This 
has worked out to great mutual aid and satisfaction in many reports 4 
ture of 1942 and There- of the activities of these transmitters. 
after 
Expect Pulliam to Head Indi 
Chicago Meeting On—Clearance at Source for Tran- 
scriptions Among Issues Up for Consideration 





HITLER COMES FIRST 

















This figurative remark may per- 
haps be given as the essence of all | 











° - 
that was basically important at tbe 
2 : two-day gathering of advertisers, | AND IT IS— | Chicago, Nov. 18. 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert Hires Phil Bowman to agencies and media held Thursday. — Organizational meeting of the In- 


KNX Transmitter Weathers These | dependent Broadcasters, Inc. opened 
ae eee today (Tuesday) in the Drake Hotel 
Hollywood, Nov. 18. will have some 100 independent net- 

Last week’s earthquake at Tor-| work affiliates, not on clear chan- 


and Friday (13-14) at the Homestead 
Hot Springs, Va. Businessmen went, 
away, it is generally agreed, with a | 
vivid sense of the grimness of 1942, | 


Specialize on Commercials 


| Chicago, Nov. 18. ‘TELEVISION’ OMITTED 








Blackett-Sample-Hummert agency 
continues to lead the other radio 
time buyers in special application of 
new theories and methods to com- 
mercial radio broadcasting. Latest 
move by B-S-H here is the establish- 
ment.of an entirely new and indi- 
vidual section of the radio depart- 
ment, a section which will attempt 
to let the announcers get the an- 





secondary nature of most trade prob-| 900 damage, failed to damage the, 


Publications 





lems. 
Caldwell-Clements, Inc., has bought 


trade paper for set dealers, etc. 


itransmitter building of KNX, Los 


ni as There were no _ resolutions, no | Angeles outlet of CBS. When con-| 
‘Radio and Television Retailing’ and | committees, no proposed sequels to 
merged it with C-C’s own publica-|the meeting which was special in| made earthquake-proof, theoretically | 
tion, ‘Radio and Television Today,’ | character and jointly organized by) having four times the earthquake re- 
the Association of National Adver-| sistance required by law for school 


structed in 1937, the building was | 


| 


The merger takes effect in De- |tisers and the American Association | buildings. 





nel, in attendance. Yesterday (Mon- 
day) there were three committee 
meetings, on transcriptions, super- 
power and organization. And of these 
the most important, at the time, was 


‘that concerning transcriptions. Five 


transcription companies had repre- 


| sentatives here in a huddle with the 


nouncements. cember and the monthly tradepaper of Advertising Agencies. The high-| jy y, Middlebrooks, CBS engineer,| IBI committee and represente‘**:-s 
, Phil Bowman, long-time producer | will be named ‘Radio Retailing Com- | lights of the meeting were the talks| wa, construction engineer for the| trom ASCAP, BMI and SESAC. 
and director with Columbia-WBBM | bined With Radio Today.’ (Continued on page 5+) | transmitter. Tough problem at the meeiin~ \.-s 


here, is going over to B-S-H to head 
this new department. Bowman will 
be known as ‘co-ordinator of adver- 
tising radio copy.’ Actually, this 
means that it will be up to Bowman 
to listen carefully to the tone quali- 
ties of all available announcers, pe- 
ruse the radio advertising copy, and 
then try to match the copy with the 
announcer. 


Arthur Godfrey Into 
New York Several Days 





Weekly for Plattering 


Arthur Godfrey, already doing a | note to the 150th birthday this December of 








6:30-7:45 a.m. record-jockey series | 
. } 
six days a week over WABC, New | 


York, via line from Washington, has | 


started an additional all-night series 
on the same station Friday nights. 


It started last Friday (14) and will | 


continue indefinitely. He commutes 
Thursday nights and returns Satur- 
day, mornings to Washington. 


am. Saturday, but this week’s will 
extend an extra hour to 6:15 a.m. 
Saturday (22). He’ll be off the air 
from the 6:15-6:30 a.m. news pro- 
gram, then return at 6:30 for his reg- 
ular participating show. All night 
stanza will be heard only Fridays 


plans, will be a sustainer. 


Presumably the all-night schedule | 





U. S.. DEMOCRACY STILL WORKS 











Griffith Thompson, general manager of the 
smallish, newish WBYN of Brooklyn, N. Y., 
was the chief actor Monday (17) night in an in- 
tensely dramatic and significant broadcast. 
He delivered a public apology to Norman 


Thomas, the Socialist, and John F. Finerty, of: 


the Keep America Out of War Congress. The 
whole episode, including the remarks made by 
Thomas and Finerty, rates a place in the his- 
tory of free speech on the air and as a foot- 


the American Bill of Rights 

In measured words of the utmost clarity and 
fullness Thompson told the audience of 
WBYN that the station’s news commentator, 
Joe Congress, had erred in going beyond the 
bounds of fairness in describing remarks made 


First of the new shows was 1-5:15| UY Lhomas and Finerty at a rally the week 


before as ‘treasonable.’ From any point of 
view it was an astonishing broadcast, one that 
must have been extremely distasteful to 
Thompson and the station, a public chastise- 
ment of the news commentator that must have 


;}made him squirm, for Thomas and Finerty, 


for the present and, under present | who complain of other people’s heedlessness 


to their sensitivities, do not practice the doc- 


erty in repayment for the previous description 
of their remarks as ‘treasonable.’ 

WBYN’s motives may have been stark fear 
of litigation, cold-blooded business aversion to 
having the matter utilized by the propaganda- 
eager isolationists, or just an American sense 
of fair play. Less important than its motives 
is the fact that even at this late hour, even as 
the tides of passionate feeling roll in, an ob- 
scure radio station gave recognition of a So- 
cialists’s right to full democratic protection 


from unfair comment and full claim upon. a | 


correction and an opportunity to be heard in 
his own defense. If this isn’t pretty good, 
automatic operation of the basic right boasted 
in a democracy then the average person cannot 
tell the subtle signs of deterioration of Amer- 
ica that Norman Thomas never fails to men- 
tion. 

Nobody at WBYN wanted to stage that 
broadcast. Nobody could enjoy the harpoon- 
ing by Thomas and Finerty. It was galling to 
the limit of self-control to be told that ‘ignor- 
ance rather than malice’ was the probable ex 
planation of its previous comment. It was a 


that of clearance at the source on 
transcriptions, and though not both 
BMI and SESAC were fully in agree- 
ment to permit clearance at the 
source under the terms of a blanket 
contract, ASCAP took the stand that 
there would necessarily have to be 
an additional hcensing fee imposed 
on the stations by ASCAP through 
the rulings of the recent consent de- 
| cree. BMI and SESAC and the IBI 
reps felt that a double fee would 
not be necessary and that it did not 
|come under the consent decree, but 
| ASCAP reps held that it did. This 
| is a legal twist which is to be ironed 
out and will be, no doubt, because 
ASCAP rep John Paine was ready 
to okay such agreement under a sin- 
|} gle license fee, but didn’t see how 
it could be done without violating 
the government's legal decree. 





3ut the IBI committee meeting did 
result in quite a victory for stations 
in saving them much auditing and 
clerical work on transcriptions and 
discs of all kinds. In the future the 
| stations will not need to list the 
composers, writers and tune titles 
|on each song on every disc used. In- 
stead will be able to list only the 
| transcription by its serial number, 
which can then be referred to for 
| the break-down of information as to 
|'song titles, composers, copyright 
owners, publishers, etc. Same thing 
will go for phonograph records, with 
the stations only needing to list the 
manufacturer trademark and disc's 


will be extended to the rest of the| trine of turning the other cheek. They salted strain to stand by as the speakers said they | Serial number. 

week and sold as a participator if it | down Joe Congress with phrases and contempt would now ‘educate’ the station and its staff This morning’s session opened with 

clicks Fridays ‘ “ase f : of . ; , ; . ‘ e ’ an organizational nfab headed by 
icks Fridays. In that case, WABC | that left him raw. lhe whole incident crawled But the tradition of free speech met tl = 8 ! fab eade 

would be competing with WOR,| . . : , rae Walter Damm, of WTMJ, Milwau- 

WNEW and the other local New| With abasement, being far more extreme than the healthy fear—perhaps—of the FCC rein- | xe, Board of directors selected 

York outlets for the all-night listen- legal requirements. forced the performance, An FCC that is part | three members from each of the four 


ing audience. 


Whether Godfrey would move to | 


New York . > _ at naam | 

permanently in that case, | . ay . aia “SG 
or do all his shows by wire from |job was, how completely, even abjectly, the 
| apology was given, how peevish were the two 


Washington might be governed 
largely by what arrangements he 
could make about his duties as a 
Naval officer. 


‘Midstream’ Defers To 


New Fritz Blocki Serial 


Chicago, Nov. 18. 

‘Midstream,’ four-a-week sustain- 
ing serial on NBC-Blue (WJZ) out 
of Chicago, folds with the Nov. 27 
broadcast and will be succeeded in 
the same 2:45 p.m. spot by a new 
Fritz Blocki serial, ‘In Care of Aggie 
Horn,’ It will also be a sustainer 
originating in Chicago. 

‘Midstream’ is several years old 
and was sponsored for a short time 
by Procter & Gamble. 








It is necessary to emphasize how odious this 


gentlemen getting the apologies. Because im- 
plicit in the incident is everything any broad- 
caster and any journalist would loathe and 
fight against as being the equivalent.to a pub- 


| lic spanking on the steps of City Hall. 


Guarantees of free speech can hardly go fur- 
ther than this: that in the United States of 
1941 a Socialist and an opponent of the Gov- 
ernment foreign policy can receive such re- 
dress. The most ruthless lawyer could hardly 
word a retraction in such language and form. 
Most radio organizations would probably be 
readily excused a preference to fight the issue 
out in court rather than endure the humilia- 
tion heaped upon WBYN by Thomas and Fin- 





of the Government these men are fighting with 
intense bitterness. 
brief line did Griffith Thompson say 
minutes devoted to apology to, and rebuttal 
by, Thomas and Finerty that ‘WBYN com- 


Only at the very last in one 
28 


aiter 


pletely disagrees with these gentlemen’s re- | 
marks’ but considered their privilege to utter | 


them all-vital. 


Surely, this is a historic incident in its sig- | 


In few countries could it have hap- 
pened at any time. Probably in no other | 
country could it happen at this time. Norman 
Thomas and John F. Finerty implied that Joe 
Congress was fascist-minded, they implied that | 
President Roosevelt was untrue to his oath, 
that radio and columnists were consistently | 
unfair to isolationists. But their mere right | 
and chance to say all this constituted some- | 
thing a lot greater than they are. 


nificance. 


(Continued on page 42) 


Thomas Weber Out 
At NBC Press Dept.; 
Marching Off Shortwave 


Thomas Weber, photographic edi- 
tor, and Evelyn Sesit, photographer, 
resigned last week from the NBC 
press staff in New York. Successors 
will be named within the next few 
days. There will also be some other 
additions to the department, but ac- 
cording to John McKay, press head, 
no other changes are planned. 

John Marsching, German language 
broadcaster in the _ international 
shortwave division for the last sev- 
eral years, also resigned last week. 
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Louisville Technicians Unionize 





State They Fear Infiltration of Student Engineers— 
Including Girls 


— 





Louisville, Nov. 18. 

Radio station technicians of this 
area have affiliated themselves with 
Associated Broadcast Technicians 
Union, a branch of the IBEW (AFL) 
and now claim all radio operators 
and engineers of the city’s four sta- 
tions, numbering over 40. Russ 
Runnaker, ABTU business manager, 
has been here for conferences pro- 
ducing the unionization of operators. 
Formation of the new group dis- 
solves employee groups at both 
WHAS and WAVE, where the opera- 
tors had organized their own inde- 
pendent groups. WHAS technicians 
were known as the ‘WHAS tech- 


nicians,, while the WAVE group 
took the title ‘WAVE Engineers’ 
Assn.’ 


Officers of the new Union are Bill 
Blenton, WHAS, president; John 
Haefer, WAVE, v.-p.; Nolan Pont- 
rich, WGRC, recording secretary; 
John S. Boyers, WHAS, financial 
secretary; Bernard Holtman, WAVE, 
treasurer. Wage scales and hours 
are to be based on station power, 
etc., and each station group will ne- 
gotiate it’s own contract with the 
employing station. 

According to local radio tech- 
nicians, the move was made to pro- 
tect the technicians against the in- 
creasing number of students, includ- 
ing femmes, who are taking up the 
study of radio engineering, and 
being pushed into radio operators 
jobs during the National emergency. 
Loca] technicians believe that activi- 
ties of the N.A.B. in encouraging 
radio technician classes and courses 
in schools and colleges might result 
in replacing experienced, trained 
trained operators with girls and 
students at low wages, and present- 
ing the possibility of these newcom- 
ers taking over the jobs of the ex- 
perienced men after the defense 
boom is over. 


ALL IOWA CONGRESSMEN 
ROUNDED UP ON WHO 


Des Moines, Nov. 18. 

All Iowa congressmen now in the 
capital participated in a roundtable 
discussion of neutrality legislation on 
a special broadcast over WHO, Des 
Moines, Nov. 9. The program orig- 
inated in Washington, D, C. 

Arrangements were made by Ralph 
Evans, public relations director for 
WHO. 
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Art Green, WMCA, N. Y., disc 
jockey, offered 20 pairs of thea- 
tre tickets, drew nearly 5,000 
letters. Which would be okay, 
since only the first 20 correct 
replies opened were eligible to 
win. 

Rest of mail could be con- 
veniently wastebasketed, except 
that somebody informed Green 
he had mailed in a check which 
is in one of the 4,980-odd en- 
velopes. 


WHN SET WITH 














PANEL UNION 


American Communications Assn. 
(CIO) signed a new contract last 
week with WHN, New York, ending 
weeks of negotiations and bickering. 
Deal is for one year, retroactive to 
Oct. 1. 

Principal changes are increased 
technician scales. Men now get a 
minimum of $47.50 a week and, based 
on length of employment up to five 
years, required rates up to $70 a 
week. Rates compare with previous 
figures of $42.50 and $62 for the same 
classifications. 

Two supervisors are raised from 
$7Z to $80. In addition, men who 
work on holidays may take extra pay 
or permit the extra days to accumu- 
late on their regular vacations. New 
contract involves about 25 men, hav- 
ing, been recently increased with the 
station’s power increase to 50 kw. 

ACA also signed a renewal, retro- 
actively effective Oct. 1, with WBNX, 
Bronx, N. Y. It covers about 12 men 
and ealls for raises up to about 17% 
from wages of $50 a week. Deal is 
for two years. 

Union brought NLRB charges 
against WHOM, Jersey City, claiming 
the station refuses to sign a contract 
already negotiated for technicians. 
It is also awaiting an NLRB decision 
on a previous case involving an- 
nouncers at the outlet. 








WFMJ, Youngstewn, added to the 
string of NBC blue stations which 
outlet Walter Winchell’s ‘Jergens 
Journal.’ 











“ME, TOO!” says WSAI’s Winged Plug, “I’m tops in PRO- 
GRAMS... with the cream of NBC Blue plus top-flight local 
shows. I’m tops in POPULARITY . . . with a flock of my 
sponsors on renewal contracts. And I'm tops in PROMO- 
TION . . . through the use of street car and bus cards, neon 
signs, news pictures, movie trailers, taxicab covers, down- 
town window displays and a monthly house-organ for 
dealers. Doesn't that make ME a TRIPLE-THREAT? Youbet 
it does. Try me in YOUR backfield!” 


NBC RED AND BLUE—5.000 WATTS NIGHT AND DAY 






CINCINNATI'S 
OWN STATION 
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‘Admen War-Minded 


eee Cuntinued from page 


of Leon Henderson and A. M. Batt, 
representing the United States. 


Henderson Impresses 


Henderson, because he arrived 
with four-fifths ef his audience pre- 
judiced against him, was the stand- 
out. In his remarks which had a 
crisp quality and a reasonableness 
that the businessmen appreciated, he 
did much to reassure the advertising 
world that the enemy was Hitler, not 
them. Especially impressive was 
Henderson’s 40 minutes on his feet 
answering questions from the floor. 
His dry wit and easy manner made a 
good impression generally. Obser- 
vers agreed that after the meeting 
the four-fifths against, had become a 
four-fifths with Henderson and that 
the gathering, while outwardly un- 
eventful, had a broad emotional sig- 
nificence. 

The advertising world went away 
war-minded as never before. Put 
aside for later consideration were 
their fears of critics, pressure groups 
and hostile bureaucrats. The meeting 
established first things as first. And 
beating the Nazis is first because the 
whole future economy of the U.S.A. 
depends upon it. 

Not Prepared Ahead 


Radio people generally came away 
from the symposium on advertising 
with the impression that activating 
problem had been improperly keyed. 
Instead of dealing with the question 
of advertising from the viewpoint of 
its place in a quasi-war economy the 
gathering had come too much dis- 
posed to discuss the matter on the 
basis of business-as-usual. They 
were shocked out of this notion by 
Leon Henderson, director of price 
control and W. L. Batt, of the Of- 
fice of Production Management. 
Henderson stated that he was in 
favor of the advertising of consumer 
goods as long as such advertising 
did not interfere with defense pro- 
duction, while Batt pointed out that 
as far as the Government was con- 
cerned anything that didn’t contrib- 
ute to the defense effort was of 
minor account. Both officials by 
their talks conveyed the idea that 
the minds of everybody in the Ad- 
ministration were on priorities and 
the war effort and what might be 
the next development in the conflict 
with the Axis, and not on ways of 
constricting advertising. 

Session (Thursday) which featured 
Henderson had the effect of direct- 
ing the convention's discussions ex- 
clusively along the lines of war 
economy but James Young, consult- 
ant with the J. Walter Thompson 
agency, later brought the attention 
of the assembled advertising men 
back to the original purpose of the 
meeting with an incisive analysis of 
their problems. Young declared that 
he did not favor the staging of a 
campaign to sell the public on ad- 
vertising, since it was something 
that has already been fully accepted 
as an integral part of modern busi- 
ness economy. 

Trammell Speaks 

Niles Trammell, NBC prez, was 
the spokesman for the radio indus- 
try. His informal remarks (spoken 
over an auditorium mike with a 
CBS insignia-on it) included the ob- 
servation that broadcasting as far 
back as 1936 saw signs of Govern- 
mental restraints on network opera- 
tions but it neglected doing anything 
about it because it couldn’t believe 
that such things ‘could happen to us.’ 
He added that radio was ready to co- 
operate in every way to combat the 
forces working against advertising. 

CBS put on a series of dramatic 
bits showing where the attacks on 





advertising originated and provided 
the loudspeaker setup for the meet- 
ing. The newspaper contingent put 
on the entertainment. Frank Bar- 
ton did a highly commendable job 
on the CBS contribution. ‘March of 
Time’ dramatized advertising’s part | 


in American life 
700 Present 

About 700 persons, not counting 
secretaries, clerks, chauffeurs, etc. 
were present. There was an un- 
usually large turnout of advertising 
agency presidents. Especially num- 
erous were newspaper publishers 
and executives. Many prominent 
men slept in cottages and cots. Or- 
ganizational burdens fell especially 
heavy on Al Lehmann of the A.N.A. 
and Frederick Gamble of the Four 
A’s. They avoided at the last mo- 
ment the necessity that looked im- 
minent of delegates having to sleep 
in pullman cars on the sidings near 
the hotel. 





‘Dr. I. Q.’ Mars candy quiz show to 
the Orpheum theatre, Des Moines, 





Nov. 17, for six weeks. 





N. A.B. Zone Meetings 





N.A.B. 
DISTRICT THE DATES 

13 Wed., Thurs.. .Nov. 19, 20.. 
18 Mon., Tues... .Nov. 24, 25.. 
15 Fri., Sat......Nov. 28, 29.. 
17 Monday ......Dec. 1—.. 
-- Tuesday .....Dec. 2—.. 
14 Mon., Tues....Dec. 8, 9.. 
1l Thurs., Fri....Dec. 11,12.. 

i) Mon., Tues...Dec. 15,16.. 


THE LOCATION 
Baker Hotel, Dallas 
Biltmore Hotel, Los Angeles 
Palace Hotel, San Francisco 
Heathman Hotel, Portland, Ore. 
Washington Athletic Club, Seattie 
Albany Hotel, Denver 
Hotel Nicollet, Minneapolis 
Palmer House, Chicago 


(The regular annual convention of the N.A.B, (its 20th) will take 


place May 11-14 at the Hotel Statler, Cleveland.).... ‘ 





WHEC SIGNS AFRA 


Mininrum Wage of $40-$45 Set— 
WSAY Talks Continue 








Rochester, N. Y., Nov. 18. 

WHEC, local CBS outlet, signed a 
union-shop contract last week with 
the American Federation of Radio 
Artists. Deal provides for a basic 
minimum wage rate of $40 to $45 a 
week for staff announcers, with ex- 
tra pay for commercials outside the 
regular schedule, plus general raises 
and working hour adjustments for 
all artists. Nine staff members and 
three freelancers are involved. 

Hyman Faine, AFRA national or- 
ganizer here from Massachusetts, ne- 
gotiated the contract with Clarence 
Wheeler, WHEC vice-president, and 
Gunnar Wiig, general manager. It 
was subsequently approved by the 
Gannett Co., owners of the station, 
and the AFRA national board in 
New York. Latter also last week 
okayed the application of the Roch- 
ester group for a local charter. 

AFRA’s negotiations with Gordon 
P.. Brown, owner of WSAY, local 
Mutual station, are continuing. Man- 
agement has so far refused to agree 
to the union’s demand for an AFRA- 
shop clause, but has okayed wage in- 
creases and hour changes. Dispute 
may go to arbitration, in which case 
the union would automatically be 
awarded AFRA-shop if it could show 
it represented a majority of the per- 
formers. That is specified in the 
contract AFRA signed last summer 
with Mutual. 


ONTARIO TRAVEL 
ACCOUNT ON BLUE 


Ontario Travel Publicity Bureau, 
which is subsidized by the Ontario 
government, will return to a hook- 
up of American stations in March. 
It will be the NBC-Blue and in the 
Friday 7-7:30 p.m. period. 

Account last season was on CBS. 











Bruin Hockey on WMEX 
Boston, Nov. 18. 

WMEX have the exclusive rights 
to broadcast the Boston Bruins home 
heckey games, which started Sun- 
day (16), and continue to March 9. 

Frank Ryan and Frank Fallon 
handle the mike. 


SHARE WILLKIE 
WITH CBS 


WMCA, New York, which likes to 
have its special events to itself, with. 
drew from last night’s (Tuesday) 
banquet table at the Hotel Commo. 
dore when a speech by Wendell 
Willkie was re-booked for 10:30-10:45 
p.m. over the CBS web. It had 
originally been arranged for WMCA 
at 10 p.m. for 30 minutes, Willkie 
got a plaque for outstanding Ameri- 
canisfn from ‘The Churchman.’ 

Auspices sent word to WMCA that 
CBS didn’t mind WMCA also carry- 
ing event. 

WMCA replied that it didn’t mind 
CBS carrying it either, but not 
locally in New York. 

‘Sorry,’ said the banquet arrangers, 

‘We’re going home to mother,’ said 
WMCA., . 


HERSHFIELD-LAURIE 
JOKE SHOW IS SOLD 


Kirkman’s soap has bought ‘Can 
You Top This?’ and will sponsor 
it on WOR, New York, starting Jan, 
6. Account will drop its present 
local show, the recorded serial, 
‘Betty and Bob,’ which it now airs 
over WEAF, New York, with the 
Jan. 2 broadcast. Agency on the 
account is N. W. Ayer. 

‘Top This’ will continue in its 
present 8:30-9 p.m. spot Tuesdays, 
with the same production setup of 
Harry Hershfield, ‘Senator’ Ford and 
Joe Laurie, Jr., as joke experts and 
Peter Donald and Roger Bower 
reading the submitted material. Nick 
Keesely will probably supervise the 
series for the agency. 

Costing about $1,200-$1,500 a week, 
|‘Top This’ has been a sustainer on 
| WOR since last December. 
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WRIGLEY ALL-0 





long Lines Men Still Strike-Minded; 
| Moran and Group Meet in New York 








Executive board of the Federation 
{of Long Lines Telephone Workers 
will decide at a meeting in the Hotel 
qaft, N. Y., this weekend on the date 
of a nationwide strike. The contin- 

t of 21 boardmen, representing 
42 states, opens its session Friday 
(gi), J. J. Moran, the union's presi- 
dent, declared yesterday {Tuesday ) 
that there has been no move to medi- 
ste the dispute and that the temper 
of the board is to go all-out when 
the Federation does strike and not 
exempt the Army, Navy or any other 
Larvice. 

Network service would be affected 
because the union’s membership in- 
dudes the men who handle the re- 

ter system for the hookup lines. 

es Trammell, NBC prez, and Fred 
Weber, Mutual general manager, in 
telegrams last week appealed to 
Moran to refrain at this time from 
cutting off network service since the 
facilities are essential to national de- 


fense. 


44’S JOIN WITH N.A.B. 
TO HEAR NEV MILLER 


Seattle, Nov. 18. 

Neville Miller, N.A.B. president 
d Frank Pellegrin, director of its 
ureau of Broadcast Advertising, 
will speak at a combined meeting of 
‘es Washington state chapter of the 
‘ American Association of Advertising 
Agencies on Dec. 2. 


|PAUL SULLIVAN ON 
CBS FOR LIBERTY MAG 


Paul Sullivan returned yesterday 
(Tuesday) to a CBS schedule. Lib- 
erty mag has bought the 6-6:10 p. m. 
period Tuesdays and Thursday for 
the newscaster. He’s doing his series 
from New York. 

Sullivan formerly did a five-times- 
a-week series for Brown & William- 
son, 








RESUME ‘DANCING PARTY’ 


ASCAP Settlement Brings Midnight 
Program Back at WBT 





Charlotte, N. C., Nov. 18. 

WBT’s ‘Midnight Dancing Party,’ 
which was shelved when radio broke 
with ASCAP, has been resumed for 
the benefit of the soldiers now on 
maneuvers in the Carolinas. Dur- 
ing the program, which runs from 
midnight to 1 am., soldiers are 
brought to the mike to do a ‘hello, 
ma.’ 

Private George Monaghan, for- 
merly an announcer. at WTHT, 
Hartford, is the m.c. 





Journal’s FM Step-Up Okayed 
Milwaukee, Nov. 18. 
Authority to increase the power of 
its present transmitter from 1,000 to 
3,000 watts has been granted by the 
FCC to W455M, the Milwaukee Jour- 





MORALE (9 THE 





Meantime Ben Bernie Or- 
chestra Will Be Incorpo- 
rated into the ‘Plot’ of 
‘Dear Mom’ Program as 
Revised from Jan. 1— 
Bobby Brown and Ray 
Wilson Go with P. K. 
Wrigley Under Set-Up 





D.C. APPROVES 





Chicago, Nov. 18. 

The Wrigley Gum Co. is revamp- 
ing its radio programs. ‘Dear Mom’ 
show will shift Jan. 1 to Thursday 
night, running 30 minutes at 9:15. 
On Nov. 30 the Gene Autry show 
goes to 45 minutes and on Dec. 1 the 
Wrigley company will return the 
‘Scattergood Baines’ across-the-board 
serial to the air. All of these shows 
will be on Columbia. . 


Ben Bernie, who has had his own 
show for Wrigley, will be made a 
part of the ‘Dear Mom’ program on 
Jan. 1, with the scripters now devis- 
ing a plan to plot Bernie ané¢ his or- 
chestra into the show. 

Wrigley execs along with ad 
agency chief, Arthur Meyerhof, have 
been in Washington several times to 
discuss how best to tie in the Wrig- 
ley programs with the national de- 
fense campaign. 





PROGRAM oT Raa 


‘games over 








UT FOR US. 





Arbitration Will Settle AFRA Claim 





That Gill, Demling Are 


OLD GOLD DICKERS 
FOR DODGER GAMES 


Old Gold (Lorillard) will share 
with Wheaties (General Mills) the 
sponsorship of the Brooklyn Dodgers 
WOR, Newark, next 
baseball season in the event that 
a satisfactory deal for the broadcast- 
ing rights is worked out with the 
team’s management. Larry McPhail, 
the Dodgers’ president, is asking for 
an increase over last season’s price. 

Lifebuoy Soap (Lever Bros.) split 
the Dodgers broadcasts with General 
Mills during the 1941 season. 





ale, while the Autry series will be 
based: on strictly historical glory of 
the United States and be written on 
powerful patriotism theme. 
Wrigley’s Attitude 

P. K. Wrigley, Art Meyerhof and 
Les Atlass, Columbia v.p. here, have 
offered every cooperation to the de- 
fense committees in Washington and 
throughout the country, and Wrig- 
ley is ready and willing to devote his 
company’s programs wholly to the 
present crisis. 

To this end Wrigley has obtained 
from Columbia-WBBM here the loan 
of program director Bob Brown who 
goes with the Wrigley company as 
coordinator and supervisor of all 
the Wrigley programs Ray Wilson 
goes in as assistant to Brown and as 
head scripter on these programs. 

Walter Preston, who has been with 


Owed $7,260 


| Dispute between the American 
| Federation of Radio Artists and the 
|Russell M. Seeds agency, involving 
| talent on the ‘College Humor’ pro- 
| gram, will be heard by an American 
Arbitration Assn. panel starting to- 
\day (Wednesday). Case involves 
$7,260 pay for Frank Gill and Wil- 
liam Demling, writer-actors on’ the 
show, which was recently dropped 
by Brown & Williamson tobacco for 
the Red Skelton program. 


According to AFRA, Gill and 
Demling had a 52-week oral-written 
agreement calling for $660 a week, 
| which the Seeds agency cancelled. 
Matter was settled after lengthy ne- 
gotiations and the pair were paid 
about $10,000 and reinstated on the 
show. There was also an exchange 
of telegrams confirming Gill’s and 
Demling’s continuation, the union 
claims. Nevertheless, they were 
again dropped for the 11 weeks the 
series remained on the air. 

Herman Gray, a New York Uni- 
versity professor, is AFRA’s ap- 
pointee to the arbitration panel. 
Seeds agency has made no selection 
yet. 


WYANDOTTE CLEANERS 
BLURBS START JAN. 5 


Wyandotte Cleaners (J. B. Ford 
Co.) is buying a schedule of 10 an- 
nouncements for 13 weeks. It’s to be 
run off at the rate of two a day, 














Meeting, to be held at the Wash-| nal FM station. ‘Dear Mom’ is set up for U_S. ser-| WBBM-Columbia for many years,| Monday through Friday, star/‘mg 
ington Athletic Club, is one of a New 50,000-watt transmitter is ex-| vice morale. ‘Scattergood Baines’ | will take over the program director’s | Jan. 5. 
nationwide schedule of talks. pected to be ready in December. will be utilized to stress civilian mor- ‘ desk. N. W. Ayer is the agency. 
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This little wiggy goes to market 


William W. Wigginton ( Willie, the Wig) is 1 WCCO announcer with a 


sense of humor as big as the Middle West — and as full of rieh, ripe corn. 


Our Bill is director, end-man (both of ’em) and intermission ¢om- 


mentator on WCCO’s midnight to 1:00 a.m. “Night Owl Club” program, 


an unrehearsed, unpremeditated and unequalled compilation of transeribed 


music, interviews and Joe Miller's best. 


Willie, the Wag, is quick with a gag. He’s got what it takes for that 
12 o'clock lag. Proof: The “Night Owl Club” has more than 16,000 mem- 


bers in good standing — each and every one of whom wrote in for a ¢er- 


tificate of membership in the “ancient and honorable, super-nocturnal 
Order of Night Owls.” 


Although requests for membership have come in from every one of 


the 48 states and Hawaii, 60 per cent of the “Night Owl Club” members 


live in the Twin Cities 


85 per cent live in WCCO’s evening primary 


area of three and a quarter million persons. 


If you're searching for an audience that still has its ears and eyes wide 


open when the clock strikes 12, you'd better look into the “Night Owl 


Club.” You don’t have to be a member to get additional information. Just 


write or call us or your nearest Radio Sales office anytime. 


WCCO 50,000 WATTS WHERE IT COUNTS THE MOST 


A 


MINNEAPOLIS-ST. PAUL. Owned and operated by CBS. Represented nationally by 
Radio Sales: New York, Chicago, St. Louis, Charlotte, San Francisco, Los Angeles 
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i Inside Stufl—Radio 


Even before the two new six-floor NBC studios in Radio City, N.Y., 
went into use last week two architectural imperfections were discovered. 
One was that the doorways are too small for grand pianos and electric 
organs to be taken in and out easily. Therefore, a special Hammond 
organ, for use there alone, had to be purchased by NBC for each studio. 
It’s already customary to have a piano for each studio. Other architec- 
tural flaw, according to engineers, is that the control booths in the two 
studios are too small and too low-ceilinged. Panelmen and directors, 
claiming that the booths will accommodate only about three persons at a 
time (and then only under crowded conditions) and that a tall man will 
be unable to stand up straight in them, are already squawking. 

Curious twist in the situation, however, is that members of the engineer- 
ing and directing staff are understood to have been among those wko 
okayed the architect’s plans before actual work on the studios was begun. 








John Driscoll, who authored a script on the life of Knute Rockne for use 
on ‘Cayalcade of America’ last year, received $5,500 from Warner Bros. for 
its heer ar the picture, ‘Knute Rockne, All-American,’ it has been learned. 
Angle on the matter was that the original purchase price of the film rights 
was only $500, but that Warners had to pay the additional amount for using 
more of the radio material than had been bought. 


When the picture offer was first received, the B. B. D. & O. agency 


waived its right to any share of the proceeds, whereupon the Radio Writers 


Guild worked out the terms of the sale for Driscoll, giving Warners the 
rights to only a portion of the material in the ‘Cavalcade’ script. When it 
was discovered that more of the material than had been purchased was 
actually used in the picture, Sidney B. Fleischer, the Guild’s attorney, put 
in a claim for Driscoll, and, after negotiation, Warners settled by paying 
an additional $5,000. 





Philly publishers are in a quandary on what to do about the added space 
demands that will be made by their radio editors for jog-listing when the 
five proposed F-M stations begin operating. The daily owners have long 
been grousing about the free space they’ve been forced to give to their 
‘hated rival’—the radio industry—for program listing. One F-M ouflet is 
already operating—WFIL’s W53PH— and at least two others are expected 
to get going before the year’s end. The remaining duo are skedded to 
begin airing before the spring. With the price of newsprint going up and 
space limitations, due to war news, etc., there may be a blowup if radio 
news and programs need more room. 





Operator of a station in upper New York has assigned his commercial 
manager to the task of calling on various NBC accounts for-the single 
purpose of pointing out that the reason their programs have no release in 
that particular town is that a single outlet, with a crowded schedule, has 
the monopoly on both NBC Red and Blue stows. The commercial man- 
ager recently induced an agency to give him a letter stating that it would 
buy the market for its NBC program if an outlet were available. What 
this station is seeking is not an affiliation with NBC but rather an ar- 
rangement whereby NBC will pay it the station’s national card rate on 
overflow network commercials. 





U. S. services have pruned the CBS staff of a number of employees 
during the last couple of weeks. Herbert Bayard Swope, Jr., a copy 
writer in the network’s sales promotion department, has been called for 
active service as an ensign. in the Naval Reserve, and Robert Kalaidjian, 
research assistant in the market research department, has been called for 
active duty with a similar rank in the navy. 

James Couzy, an engineer in the shortwave division, has been called for 
service as a second lieutenant in the Signal Corps, at Ft. Monmouth, N. J., 
while Vincent Walsh, head page, has been drafted. 





There’s nothitig wrong with the Orson Welles show that a few little 
suggestions won’t cure, take it from A. E. McElfresh, v.p. of Pedlar & 
Ryan, and Bill Lawrence, Coast manager of the agency, who talked it over 
with the bearded boy wonder last week. Actuated by a panel taken 
weekly to determine listener appeal, Welles is swinging into line to fashion 
his program after the pronounced preference. Show is being moulded 
toward a one-story framework instead of the vignettes now being utilized. 
McElfresh said the sponsor is happy with results so far and that all are 
hopeful of a set formula which will build toward a large audience. 





Exchange of courtesies in making guest calls on each other’s programs 
(to plug their picture, ‘Look Who’s Laughing’) proved a ten-strike for 
Edgar Bergen and not so fortunate for Fibber McGee and Molly. Ap- 
pearing on the java show, the Jim Jordans (Fibber and Molly) unwittingly 
boosted Bergen into the top Crossley spot, which they previously had 
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an radio, too, it’s Better to be Lower 


Haven, N. J. In other words, WMCA 


serves the meat (coverage) without 


Cold turkey logic: Stations on low 
frequencies operate on longer wave- 
Jengths. The longer the wave-length 
the stronger the signal. WMCA has 


New York’s lowest frequency—570. 


charging for the feathers (wattage). 


Result: 5000 watts are ample to toss 


DMCA 


FIRST ON NEW YORK’S DIAL 


a .5 millivolt signal into spots as far 
distant as Westerly, R. I. and Beach 


; tions 








to post of assistant to Commercial 
| Manager William F. Malo. Will be| 
charge of commercial program | 
| production in addition to other sta- | 


| tion chores. 
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held. On the return call by Bergen, the results were not so happy. 
was an off-Crossley night for the ‘Fibber’ show. 


It 





Continuing a practice started last year at this time the Canadian Mar- 
coni station in Montreal, CFCF, has recorded seasonal greetings by a 
number of members of the staff of the station to former staff members 
now on active service in the Canadian army in England. These platters 
have already been mailed overseas. On turntables in England ex-CFCF 
men thus hear the living voices of their former colleagues and friends 
wishing them a happy Christmas and a lucky New Year. 





Alan B. Plaunt, recently deceased, ex-member of the board of governors 
of the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. (which position he resigned because 
he believed that the Dominion’s nationalized radio system was not being 
managed efficiently), left an estate of $248,207, according to his will filed 


: Philco Gets NBC 
Television By 


Wire From N.Y.C. 


Philadelphia, Nov. 18. 

First tests in ‘chain televising’ are 
being conducted here by Philco’s tele 
outlet, WPTZ, this week. Beginning 
today (Tues) programs are being 
picked up from NBC’s WNBT, New 
York, and re-televized here. 

Tonight WPTZ will have Nick 
Kenny’s ‘Stars of Tomorrow’ and the 
wrestling matches at Ridgewood, 
Grove, New York. Other Gotham 
pickups include: NBC Opera work- 
shop’s ‘Carmen,’ tomorrow (Wed.); 
Sam Cuff’s news analysis and Mau- 
rice Wells’ drama, ‘Blind Alley,’ 
Friday, and WNBT’s ‘Saturday Night 
Jamboree’ with Danton Walker and 
variety show on Saturday. 


McMillin West, Probably 
Signing Ransom Sherman 
Program for Ivory Flakes 
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Payroll Traffic 


Fort Worth.—wWally Blanton, an- 
nouncer for KFJZ, has temporarily 
given up his mike work. His draft 
number came up. 





Columbia, Mo. — Don Mozley, 
senior in the journalism school of 
Missouri University, has joined the 
announcing staff of KFRU, local 
NBC-Blue outlet, replacing Jack 
McGee, who left to join the navy. 
Mozley is a product of the KFRU 
announcing class. 








Hartford.--Albert Taylor, formerly 
with WBEN, Buffalo, and Ear! Steele, 
brother of NBC’s Ted Steele, have 
joined WTHT as mikemen. Replace 
Bill Harvey and Jim Randolph. Har- 
vey now in radio work in Florida. 
Randoiph now mikeman at WBRY, 
Waterbury. 

Ceorge Monahan, former mikeman 
with the station, now in press rela- 
department of Connecticut 
National Guard in southlands. In 
charge of radio division. Currently 
ethering a one hour midnight show 
from WBT, Charlotte, N. C. 








Rochester, N. ¥.—Philomena Ro- 
berts, program director at WSAY, 
resigned to take a job in defense in- 
dustry. Ken Loysen, chief an- 
nouncer, assumes the program spot, 
and station will take on a new an- 
nouncer, 





Compton agency is understood 
closing a deal this week for Procter 
& Gamble sponsorship of ‘Hap 
Hazard,’ the Ransom Sherman com- 
edy show bankrolled last summer 
by Johnson wax as a fill-in for 
‘Fibber McGee and Molly.’ John 
McMillin, the agency’s radio head, 
left Saturday (15), ostensibly to 
sign contracts for the deal. 

Not known when the series will 
start, but it may be in the spring. 
Ivory flakes will probably be the 
product. Whether the stanza will 
originate on the Coast or in the east 
is another matter apparently slated 
for later decision. ‘Hap Hazard’ is 
owned by NBC Artists. 

Compton’s decision to enter the 
evening field with a comedy show 
for P. & G. stems from the immedi- 
ate click of the Burns and Allen 
series for Swan Soap (Lever Bros.), 
major P. & G. rival. 





Springfield, Mass.—Herb Edman, 
announcer, at WMAS for the past 
three years, has been promoted. to 
program director to succeed Jerry 
Lansing. 

Newcomer to the staff is Paul 
Monson’ most recently at WDEV, 
Waterbury, Vt. 

Des Moines—tLyle Flanagan, re- 
cently resigned as head of continuity 
for WHO, Des Moines, is joining 
KSO-KRNT as assistant program di- 
rector to Ed. Linehan. 

Gertrude Welles new aide to Mary 
Ingram, traffic manager for KSO- 
KRNT. Patty Selby is now hostess. 

Boston—Maury Tompkins, who re- 
cently returned from a one-year turn 
in the Army to his job in the WEEI 
sales department, has left to join 
Life magazine’s staff as Mew England 
rep. 





Sandra and Peter Michael, co-au- 
thors of ‘Lone Journey,’ Procter & 
Gamble serial out of Chicago, have 
purchased the ranch near Lewis- 
town, Mont., that is the locale of the 
program. 





Cincinnati.—Winfield Levi, WSAI 
sales promotion manager, reported 
Monday (17) for selective service. 


INSURANCE DR 


EXPANDING 
N. ¥. TIME 


Morris H. Siegel, 
thority, 
visory Council programs are heard 
on various local New York Stations 
has appointed Victor van der Linde 
agency to handle his advertising ac. 
count and is expanding his local 
coverage. Now airing 48 quarter 
hours on four New York outlets, he 
will add 11 more quarter hours on 
a fifth station, besides a spot an. 
nouncement campaign. Although his 
radio budget at present is now be. 
low $3,000 a week, he has formerly 
spent that much for air time. 

Siegel’s current New York air. 
ings are heard over WHN, WEVD, 
WBNX and WBYN, mostly trans. 
scribed, but a few live programs, 
Besides his expanded air cover- 





insurance au. 


age, he will also increase his budget * 


for newspaper advertising. In ad- 
dition, he has a local program in 
Pittsburgh. 


Another van der Linde account, 
Honolulu Gas Co., is starting spon- 
sorship this week of a ‘Mystery 
Chef’ series over KGMB, Honolulu. 


WISCONSIN WEB ON 
PROFITABLE BASIS 


Milwaukee, Nov. 18. 

Plugging sausage, cheese, religion 
and stomach medicine, the recently 
organized Wisconsin Network, Inc.,, 
which this past week added WKBH, 
La Crosse, giving it a string of 10 
stations, is already on a paying basis, 
Sponsors include Plankinton Pack- 
ing Co., the Wisconsin State Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, the Rev. Mr. 
Cedarholm and Willard’s Digestive 
Tablets. 


Loop now includes WTAQ, Green 
Bay; WHBY, Appleton; WHBL, She- 
boygan; KFIZ, Fond du Lac; WRJN, 
Racine; WCLO, Janesville; WIBU, 
Poynette; WFHR, Wisconsin Rapids; 
WSAU, Wausau, with WEMP, Mil- 
waukee, an associate member par- 








whose Policyholders Aq.¢ 


— 





ticipating in commercials and feed- 
ing some programs. 


KFH’s ‘Musiquiz’ Idea 


Wichita, Kan., Nov. 18. 

Radio station KFH has new pro- 
gram, ‘Musiquiz,’ which will start 
with Ark Valley Boys playing eight 
numbers after which three listeners, 
who send in correct titles in order, 
will receive prizes of tailor-made 
products. 

Program will also go on Thursday 











mornings each week. 











Rochester, N. Y.—Harold Kolb, 
former WSAY announcer who went 
to WEBR, Buffalo, two years ago, re- 
turns to WSAY as program director, 
succeeding Philomena Roberts, who 
resigned. Ken Loysen, who took 
over the program director spot, con- 
tinues as chief announcer. 





Hartford—WDRC’s chief mike- 
man, Ray Barret has been promoted 





Seattle.—Ed Peltret is now news 
editor at KIRO, Seattle. Formerly 
on the sports staff of Seattle Times. 
Replacing Peter Mertens who got 
caught in the draft. 





Harlingen, Texas.—Tom Swafford 
has been named program director of 
KGBS. He’s from NBC production 
department, Los Angeles. Don Phil- 
lips, formerly on the announcing 
Staff of station WACO, Waco, has 
joined here in a similar capacity. 

Jack Rutledge, managing editor of 
the Valley Morning Star, here has 
been named news editor of the sta- 
tion. 





San Antonio.—Lucille Saunders is 
being replaced in the KABC traffic 
department by Elizabeth Wilson. 
Miss Saunders leaving to get mar- 
ried. Mary Green replaces Yvonne 
Copeland at the desk. 





Scr ipps-Howard Radia, Inc, elated 
uth The Knoxville News: Sentinel 


KNOXVILLE, TENN. 
lees: Te BRANHAM COMPANY 





...and growing brighter, is the great TVAt£4, . 
alive with 24-hour defense industries—tex- 


tile, iron, copper,.aluminum plants at peak 
production—new TVA dams being rushed 
to completion for vital 
richer market—sold by its first radio station! 


A 


power needs! 


5,000 W Day; 
500 W. Might 
/ COMING— 


10,000. - 


FUtt TIME 





V 


— 





Th 


Burn 


fo 


Sig 
eontr 
eastin 
ket c 
work 
& Al 
129 s 
specu 
agen¢ 
Rubi 
was 
100°) 
quart 
to li 
repo! 
tinge 
even! 
to ak 
netw 
radio 
quiet 
situa 
ing | 
have 
lose 
g10n ! 

As 
tract 
supp 
route 
has | 
B& 
260 : 
the} 
the ] 
reco! 
prop 
Frid: 

Al 
‘cord 
100 | 

Ke 

ASC 
mus! 
BS « 

Fx 
ston: 

Fla.: 
Pres 
Mic) 
Pric 
N. ‘ 
Med 
Was 














uarter } 


rmerly 


k air. 
VNEVD, 
trans. 
grams, 
Over- 


=| AT SIGNIFICANCE 





budget * 
In ad- 
am in 


‘count, 

spon- 
ystery 
.0lulu, 





ASIS 


. 18. 

‘ligion 
cently 
_ Inc, 
KBH, 
of 10 
basis, 
Pack- + 
‘part- 
. Mr, 
ostive 


7reen 
She- 
RJN, 
TIBU, 
ipids; 
Mil- 
par- 





feed- ! 


a 

| 
18. | 
pro- | 
start | 
ight | 
1ers, 


‘der, 
ade 


day 





we 


pe Wedncaday: November 19, 1941 





TRADE WONDERS 





Burns and Allen Programs 
for Swan Soap Go to 129 
Secondary Markets of Key- 
stone Network in One of 
Biggest Deals of Kind 





FCC ANGLES ? 


Signaturing by Lever Bros. of a 
eontract with the Keystone Broad- 
easting System, the secondary mar- 
ket coast-to-coast transcription net- 
work, for the release of the Burns 
& Allen program (Swan Soap) over 
129 stations has caused considerable 
speculation in the trade. While the 
gency on the account, Young & 
Rubicam, explained that the deal 
was prompted by a desire to get 
100% coverage for the product, some 
quarters in the trade were inclined 
to link the move with the Levers’ 
reported explorations into the con- 
tingencies that might arise in the 
event NBC and CBS were compelled 
to abide by the FCC’s new rules on 
network broadcasting. Lever Bros.’ 
radio department, it is said, has been 
quietly giving much study to the 
situation with a view to determin- 
ing what coverage courses it might 
have to follow should NBC and CBS 
lose their fight against the commis- 
sion’s order in the courts. 

As for the Lever-Keystone con- 
tract it’s the biggest move toward 
supplementary coverage by the wax 
route that a major network account 
has yet undertaken. It will give the 
B & A show release over a total of 
260 stations, the other outlets being 
the‘117 in the NBC-Red hookup and 
the 14 CBS stations which also carry 
recorded versions. The Keystone 
proposition becomes effective this 
Friday (21). 

Alka Seltzer has been using re- 
‘cordings of ‘Lum ’n’ Abner’ on about 
100 Keystone affiliates. 8 

Keystone has arranged with 
ASCAP to pay for the program’s 
music at the source, or a matter of 
8° on the net billings. 

Following is a sample list of Key- 
stone outlets: WFTM, Fort Myers, 
Fla.. WGAC, Augusta, Ga.; WAGM, 
Presque Is., Me.; WSAM, Saginaw, 
Mich.: WLNH, Laconia, N. H.; WSNJ, 
Bric mn, N. J.: WMBO, Auburn, 
N. Y.. WSOY, Decatur, Il.; KMED, 
Medford, Ore.: KTBI, Tacoma, 
Wash., and KID, Idaho Falls. 


LADY ESTHER’S SECOND 
_ PROGRAM UNCONFIRMED 


Lady Esther had not, up to yes- 
terday afternoon (Tuesday), made a 
decision on the proposal to buy an- 
Other network show in addition to 
the Orson Welle stanza which | 
Clears over CBS Monday nights. The | 
second program would consist of the 
Freddy Martin orchestra, which was 
the Guy Lombardo successor ett | 
for the same account a few months | 
50 and Welles’ predecessor. 

Tentative spot for Martin is 7 to 
7:30 p.m. on the NBC-Blue. Pedlat 
& Ryan is the agency 





6 More | For Vox Pop 


Six Florida stationé joined the 
Vox Pop Coast-to-Coast CBS net- 
work Monday (17), 


Parks Johnson- Wally Butterworth 
show will take on WMBR, Jackson- 
ville; WQAM. Miami; WDAE, 
Tampa: WDBO. Orlando; WJNO, 
West Palm Beach; and WFOY, St. 
Augusti tine, for their regular Mon- 
day night show. 








' Omar, Inc., through Hays MacFar- 
and & Co. Chicago, has renewed 

®Ponsorship of transcribed ‘Musical 

Meditations’ for 13 weeks over WHO’ 
@s Moines, : 
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‘LEVERS’ BIG ‘WAX NETWORK’ 





| WBEN, BUFFALO, GOES 


FOR LONGHAIR SERIES 


Buffalo, Nov. 18. 

WBEN has contracted with Buf- 
falo Philharmonic Orchestra to play 
five concerts solely for radio. Most 
ambitious serious-music series plotted 
by a Buffalo station debuts Dec. 20 
under Franco Autori’s baton and 
continues with one broadcast each 
for next four months. 

Station is mulling plan to let con- 


cert-goers watch symph perform to 
mikes by buying 25c savings stamp 
for admission. Series is to originate 
in Kleinhan’s Music Hall. 





Quick Cut 


Buffalo, Nov. 18 
‘International House Party,’ 
bankrolled on WBEN by a Ca- 
nadian ale, pays $10 a three- 
minute script in Canadian ma- 
zuma. 


If you want it in this coun- 
try’s tender, you get nine bucks. 


te es 


WWRL’S National Accts. 
WWRL, New York, got two na- 
tional accounts last week. 
One was a batch of Pepsi-Cola 
jingles and the other a schedule of 
49 time signals a week from Bulova. 
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No Audience for Arturo Toscanini 


A Neat ‘Out 


The Arturo Toscanini broadcasts 
with the NBC Symphony orchestra 


on Dec. 6 and 13 on the U. S. Treas- | 


ury hour program will be without | 
an audience for the first time in the 
orchestra’s or the conductor's ca- 
reers. 

NBC is saying Toscanini does not 


want an audience, but the trade 
thinks the terrific demand for seats | 


on Ticket Demand 


made the executives realize that 
thousands would be disappointed 
even if seats were sold, so no audi- 
ence except those with a radio will 


be invited. 


| 





Pittsburgh.—Lee Phillips is addi- 
_tion to WCAE’s announcing staff. 
From WADC in Akron. 


























1941 FAIR 


ANOTHER INDICATION OF WLW’s 
POPULARITY WITH RURAL AUDIENCE 


BOONE COUNTY JAMBOREE 
PLAYS TO RECORD AUDIENCES 
OF 169,406 PEOPLE DURING 


SEASON 


Yes, sir—WLW’s Boone County Jamboree enter- 
tainers really pack 'em in wherever they go in 
WLW land. Take the Ohio State Fair, for example. 
The huge Coliseum was completely sold out more 
than an hour before the show, and still long lines 
of people waited at the door, hoping to get in. 
It was an all-time record crowd. 


But record breaking 
Boone County Jamboree personal appearances. 
As a matter of fact, these popular entertainers 
played a total of 63 dates in seven states during 
the fair season, July 4 to October 4, and estab- 
lished new attendance records at fourteen events. 


crowds aré not unusual for 








This year, also, WLW produced a spectacular 


pageant, ‘By Dawn’s Early 


Light,” with a cast of 


more than 100, at the Ohio State Fair. The most 
lavish entertainment ever attempted by the fair 
management, and certainly the most ambitious 


ever undertaken by a radio station, 
Early Light” played to 45,757 people... 


all-time record for the fair. 


WLW's clear channel facilities, 


programming aimed 
audience, gets the farmers’ 


specifically at its 


“By Dawn's 
another 


plus progressive 
rural 
ear in the Midwest. 


They flock to see Boone County Jamboree favorites 
because they have heard them on WLW. 









INDIANA 








KENTUCKY 


a 
REPRESENTATIVES: New York—Transamerie 
can Broadcasting & Television Corporation, 
Chicago—-WLW, 230 WN. Michigan Ave, 
$cn Froncisco—internotionci Radie Sales. 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Tue Rapio TRADE Is Discussinc: The on-again-off-again relationship 
between the American networks and the Nazi propaganda mill in Ber- 
lin—WMCA’s deal with the N. Y. Times—whether the slightly bearish 
popularity ratings are due to the spreading mania for gin rummy— 
Lever Bros. purchase of a 129-station transcription network for Burns 
and Allen. 


‘Maudie’s Diary’ now kas a studio audience....Earl McGill staged the 
show at last week’s Assn. of National Advertisers meeting at Hot Springs 
....George Bayard, of Russel Seeds agency’s new office in New York, 
back on the treadmill after attending the same gathering....Charlie Can- 
tor and Teddy Bergman regulars on ‘Duffy's Tavern,’ succeeding former 
guest-name policy... Mutual airs a Mondays-through-Thursdays after- 
noon half-hour variety show, starting Dec. 1....WHK, Cleveland, will 
supply the m.c. and orchestra and co-ordinate the series, with the net- 
work’s outlets in New York, Chicago, Cincinnati, Los Angeles, Buffalo and 
Detroit contributing acts. 

Gil Ralston, Compton agency program supervisor, to Chicago and back 
last week....Garde Baliou, doing the musical arrangements, and Arthur 
Kurlan scripting and producing, the OEM's ‘Keep ’em Rolling’ series.... 
Milton Kaye, WOR pianist, guest soloing Friday (21) with the Philadelphia 
orchestra. Lester Vail on leave from directing ‘David Harum’ to stage 
‘Hope for a Harvest,’ with Fredric March and Florence Eldridge, for the 
Theatre Guild....Ford Bond, celebrating his 20th year of broadcasting, 
exhibiting a group of his paintings at Manhattan galleries....Jack Starr 
Hunt now airing Tuesdays from Mexico City for Mutual....Jone Allison, 
actress on ‘Orphans of Divorce’, to be married in January to Howard 
Barnes, CBS music director....Geraldine Kaye, formerly of the ‘Orphans’ 
cast, now living-in Chicago as the wife of radio producer-writer Alan 
Fishburn....Ned Wever, of ‘Young Widder Brown’ troupe, wrote lyrics 
to Will Donaldson’s ‘Spellbound’ composition, which Ager-Yellen-Bern- 
Stein is publishing....Jerry Wayne joined CBS staff and doing five vocal 
shows weekly over network....Jimmy McCallion added to ‘Widder’ cast 
....Myron McCormick joined ‘David Harum’ serial and Curtis Arnall, 
who plays Pepper on ‘Pepper Young’s Family’, returned to ‘Just Plain 
Bill’ cast after several years’ absence....Richard Janover another addition 
to ‘Bill’, - 

Gilbert Miller, who was publicized to appear on Bob and Betty White's 
‘People’s Playhouse’ last Friday night (14) on WOR, took a powder a 
couple of days in advance on the plea that it ‘wouldn’t be dignified’ for 
him to appear with amateurs....Show has tyro actors in brief dramatic 
skits....Knowles Entrikin and Howard Breslin have been collaborating 
on ‘Aunt Jenny’ scripts....Breslin also writing mag yarns....Compton 
agency kas increased its outstanding stock so more employees can buy 
shares... .Radio rights to ‘Gone With the Wind’ again in the open market 
....-Ed Wolfe Associates formerly had them, but the option expired.... 
Alex Gard and William O’Brian joining Leo Garel as artists of the comic 
cartoons on the covers of WOR weekly program schedule folios....Kay 
Kyser radio troupe goes to the Coast after tonight’s (Wednesday) show. 

Jack Hurdle now directing ‘Lincoln Highway,’ as well as ‘Kate Hopkins’ 
.... Wheatena Playhouse’ show to follow ‘Jane Eyre’ will be: Dickens’ 
‘Christmas Carol’....Eleanor Butler is new secretary to William C. Git- 
tinger, CBS vice-prez in charge of sales....Thomas Kelly has joined the 
CBS vice-prez in charge of sales....Thomas Kelly has joined the CBS 
publicity staff as a writer....Maria Pichler joined the cast of ‘Woman of 
Courage’... .Luiz Castaneda, former Mexican broadcaster, added to CBS 
shortwave staff as a Spanish language spieler....Dinah Shore commuting 
to and from Boston, doing the Cantor show from there during the ‘Banjo 
Eyes’ tryout and her own song series Sundays from New York....Larry 
White, of the Leland Hayward office, set Raymond Massey on the Kraft 
program for tomorrow night (Thursday) and Walter Huston for Dec. 5. 

Luncheon that NBC gave the trade press at the St. Regis hotel, N-Y., 
last Wednesday (14) as part of the network’s celebration of its 15th anni- 
versary proved a good double feature, an excellent meal plus the absence 
of speeches. Roy C. Witmer, v.p. in charge of Red .sales, informally 
, — 


thanked the guests for past co-operation and Niles Trammell, in explain- 
ing why there weren't to be any speeches, recalled the horrors of the 
verbal blitz that prevailed at the dinner markihg NBC’s celebration of its 


(10th anniversary....Frank Fay will m.c. the television stow which will 


be put on WNBT, N.Y., next Tuesday (25) in behalf of the Queensboro 
Tuberculosis and Health Association....Jane Froman and Don Ross will 
also participate 

George Corey living in a suitcase while he tours the country scripting the 


|*Your Defense Reporter’ series for the National Assn. of Manufacturers.... 


Margaret Bannerman played the part Sunday (16) on WINS in Sardou’s 


|‘Diplomacy’ that she created on the London stage....Ruth Adams Knight's 


'*Theatre of 


‘Women Must Weep’ and ‘Lady Editor’ have both just been published.... 
She authors scripts for ‘Dr. Christian,’ ‘Death Valley Days ’and Armstrong’s 
Today’....NBC, having one of its periodic economy waves, 
hes ordered the stockroom not to issue new typewriter ribbonms unless 


‘employees return the old spools. 





Albert N. Williams’ script, ‘Home Port,’ was broadcast in Canada Sunday 
by Rupert Caplan with Eleanor Stuart and Roberta Beatty....Lou Costello 


| ‘interrupted’ Kate Smith last week to lavish thanks upon star and Ted Col- 


lins for launching him and Bud Abbott on the high road.... 

Charles Martin is now scripting-producing ‘Nancy Bacon Reporting,’ the 
Tuesday night series for Philip Morris....He also continues as producer 
of the Friday night ‘Playhouse’ stanza for the same sponsor... .Burgess 
Meredith and Franchot Tone guest on the latter show next week (28).... 
Mutual's office in New York moves next month from the 23d floor to the 
20th floor, in larger quarters in the same building on Broadway... .Tosca- 
nini will conduct the NBC Symphony in two special full-hour Treasury 
Department concerts Dec. 6 and 13 via NBC-Blue, with Deems Taylor com- 
mentatin:....‘Keep 'Em Rolling,’ the OPM series, has moved from the 
Mutual Playhouse (Maxine Elliott theatre) to the WOR Playhouse (New 
Amsterdam theatre)....Alexander Clark aad Arthur Pierson collaorated 
on two ‘Lincoln Highway’ scripts....Ken Niles subbing for Al Helfer as 
m.c. on Coca-Cola's ‘Spotlight Bands’ when the show airs from the Coast. 

Peggy O'Donnell added to ‘John’s Other Wife’ cast and Michael Fitz- 
maurice joined ‘Our Gal Sunday’ troupe....Dr. Henry Templeton Smith, 
husband of Helen Menken, called for active service with the army medical 
corps....Dick Witmark newcomer to ‘Stella Dallas’ company... .Florence 
Robinson added to ‘Help Mate’ cast....Red Barber will again air the pro 
football playoff game for Gillette razor via Mutual....Don Dunphy will 
do the Cotton Bowl game and Ernie Smith the East-West tussle for the 
same sponsor, also on Mutual....Harvey Harding, visiting West Point, 
played an impromptu concert on the chapel organ and was invited to re- 
turn as baritone soloist next month....Jimmy Flynn (Perry Ward) cur- 
rently touring army carnps in the south with his ‘Spin and Win’ show.... 
Whenever the, Madison Square Garden prizefights cause a postponement of 
Coca-Cola’s ‘Spoflight Bands’ show Friday nights, the Gillette blow-by- 
blow broadcast is piped into the Mutual Playhouse for the ‘Spotlight’ studio 
audience. 

Peggy O’Neil, secretary of Vinee Callahan, Treasury Dept. radio direc- 
tor, vacationing in Manhattan....From New Jersey has come for WMCA 
a certificate of meritorious public service....Sinus attack prevented Frank 
Stanton accompanying Paul Kesten, CBS veepee to Hot Springs last week 
....Charles O’Connell, RCA Victor recording chief, interviews Dr. Charles 
Coyrboin, NBC and RCA concert organist, Thursday night, on the Victor 
program. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Tue Rapio TrapEe 1s Discussinc: what kept John Reber on the Coast 
so long—that collegiate find on Fred Allen’s show (the impersonator)— 
lack of interest in FM except by stores plugging the new sets—stag- 
nancy of new talent and the dire need of fresh voices. 





Tom Revere hiked back east after setting up the new transcription 
series for Dr. Pepper, which starts spinning around first of the year. 
Dick Foran heads the new western troupe....Donald Thornburgh and 
Fox Case went for speeches at fifth anniversary ceremonies of KOY in 
Phoenix....Charles Vanda up and around after a tussle with pleurisy.... 
Harry Maizlish put KFWB over the top third day after Community Chest 
drive got under way....Bill McCaffrey huddled with his 
hustled back east....Betty Van came out of a year’s retirement and is 
singing again on NBC with Charles Dant’s orchestra. ...Don Lee’s W6XAO 
goes gala next month to celebrate 10th year in television, Over that span 


(Continued on page 42) 
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ONS DOMINATE THEIR MARKETS AS WKY DOMINATES OKLANOMA CITY 
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‘A Professional Radio 
‘Touch’ Helps Bigger 
Community ‘Touch’ 


Seattle, Nov. 18 

Radio !s being given much of the 
credit for Seattle’s generous response 
to the Greater Defense Chest drive, 
with funds reaching 111% of the 
sum asked for. This is the largest 
average reported by any city in the 
country. Residential and suburban 
areas, where radio was expected to do 


top by more than 50%, 


This year, for the first time, all | 
radio stations got together and really | 
did a selling job on the campaign. 
Fact that the radio part was handled | 
by radio professionals and in the| 
same way a commercial campaign | 
would be handled adds to claim of 
local radioites on the power of the 
airlanes. Grant Merrill of Strang & 
| Prosser advertising agency, was act- 
ing chairman of the radio committee. 
with Bob Hillis, writer with Robert 
S. Nichols agency, handling the 
radio coordination. All selling copy 
used was definitely of the low pres- 
sure type, with the ‘giving’ getting 
little stress. Most emphasis was 
placed on the need for the fund, par- 
ticularly the service men’s angle 
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Why, of course! Everyone knows it! 
Everyone, that is, who makes it his busi- 
ness to keep up with such things. To 
tadio people in the know, therefore, it is 
more or less common knowledge that, 
based on station ratings in 31 leading 
markets, WKY ranks at or near the top 
among NBC-Red stations throughout the 
day and that other Oklahoma City sta- 
tions rank well toward the bottom among 
their network affiliates in these same 31 
markets in percent of programs heard. 


At various periods of the day, WKY 
ranks first, second, third .. . never lower 
than seventh in program rating in this 
impressive list of 31 top-ranking NBC- 
Red stations. 

A station which ranks that high na- 
tionally must be somewhat of a tip-topper 
at home. And that, my dear, is what 
practically everyone knows ... especially 
those time-buying fellows who have this 
information at their fingertips and make 
it a point to keep up with such things. 





plus the glorifying of the volunteer 
workers who contributed so much 
to the entire project. 

All local stations, KIRO, KOMO, 
KRSC, KEVR, KOL, KXA and KRR, 
used the 16 different five minute 
transcribed shows made for the cam- 
paign. These were put on a round 
robin schedule so that altogether 
there were more than 300 different 
programs aired. 


OKLAHOMA CITY 


REPRESENTED BY 





7 : . El Paso, Texas._-_KROD has named 
THE KAT Z AGENCY:.: INC. Val Lawrence general manager. Re- 





clients and | 
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the biggest selling job, went over the | 





places Merle H. Tucker, 


RADIO WRITERS 
SEEK RECRUITS 


Radio Writers Guild is about ¢3 
launch a new drive for members 
Organization now has a membership 
of nearly 200 in the east and hopes 
to double that number. Drives will 
be undertaken at the same time by 
the Chicago and Coast regionals, 
Plans for the campaign were mapped 
Friday (14) at a meeting of tne 
eastern council, inspired to some ex. 
tent by criticism of the members at 
the recent annual meeting. 

Committee was named to conduct 
the drive. Chairmaned by Philo 
Higley, it includes Stuart Ayres, 
Anne Barley, Elizabeth Hart, Charles 
Jackson, Richard McDonagh, Nora 
Stirling, Sidney Slon, Lyn Stone, 
Theodore and Mathild Ferro, Frank 
Gould and Lindsay MacHarrie. 





WARREN, 0., GETS GOING 


Nied, of Pro Football 
cedents, Is Partner 
Warren, O., Nov. 18. 

Delayed almost a month because 
of difficulty in obtaining equipment, 
WRRN, new 250-watt Warren, O,, 
radio station, made its formal debut 
last Monday (10) on 1,400 kilocycles 
frequency, Station is on the air from 
6 a.m. to midnight. Owned and 
operated by Frank T. Nied and 
Judge Perry H. Stevens, both of 
Akron. 

Nied, owner of a cigar store chain, 
is general manager of the station, 
and Robert L. Bowles, formerly of 
WJJD, Chicago, is station manager. 
Marguerite Petran, formerly of 
WAKR, Akron, is program director, 
and Margaret Rodgers, formerly of 
WADC, Akron, is woman’s feature 
editor. Station has a staff of 15 per- 
sons, Station has United Press news 
service. 

Nied, general manager, is called 
the father of professional football in 
America. His Akron pros won the 





Frank Ante- 


world championship in 1920, in 
which year he organized the first 


professional football league. 

















eo. DiaEcToR 


























Well, here he 
Earnest Teachum, 
tional director. 


He really takes life seriously, 
and no wonder! In one short 
season he had more than 1,500 
school children before WBIG’s 
microphones ! 


Professor 
educa- 


| 
our 


Centering the educational cen- 
ter of the South, with a dozen 
colleges in its primary area, 
WBIG’s educational programs 
have attracted national atten- 
tion and we really and truly 
have an educational director! 


UsMACTC CIBCLL£, Ps 


5000 richly laden watts, 


night and day... now! 

-. to cover the rich- 

est and most populous 

area in ali the south- 

east. 

A Columbia Broadcasting RIDGE 
System affiliate. 
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~ Columbia's FM Makes Chi’s Third 





Tower Atop Chi’s Tallest (Available) Skyscraper— 
Philco Distribs Advertise on Trib Unit 








Chicago, Nov. 18. 

Chicago’s third FM station starts 
going today (Tuesday) with the start 
of the Columbia-WBBM little sister, 
w67C. Two other FM stations are 
already in operation, one by Zenith 
Radio Corp. and the other by Chi- 
cago Tribune and WGN. 

Wé67C will ride six hours daily 
from 3 to 9 p.m. and will be pro- 
grammed between music and news. 
There will be five minutes of news 
every 30 minutes, and the rest of the 
time will be devoted to music. 

As far as commercials are con- 
cerned the new station will be open 
only for announcements for the first 
few weeks, These station break 
plugs will sell at $1.50 each be- 
fore 6 p.m. and $3 each from 6 p.m. 
to closing. Regular WBBM staff will 


handle operations on 67C. 
New FM station will locate its 
transmitter on N. LaSalle street 


building, tallest structure in Chicago 
in which a plant can be installed. 
Will start operations with 1,000 
watts. 

With the recent drive on FM dur- 
ing the past few months, the sales of 
FM receiving sets have stepped up 
considerably and it is estimated that 
today there are at least 15,000 FM 
sets in the Chicago area. 

W59C, the Chicago Tribune fre- 
quency modulation transmitter, has 
Philco Distributor here as latest ad- 
vertiser. Will use 15 minutes on 
the station every day at 8:45 p.m., 
using recorded music. 

Set through Sternfield & Godley 
agency, N. Y. 


Don Goddard Expands 


Don Goddard, news narrator, sig- 
natured for a new daytime spot by 
Mueller Macaroni, going on WEAF, 
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday 
noon, 15 minutes. 

Gives Goddard 12 commercial air- 
ings per week, others being Amer- 
ican Chicle, Thomas Bread and 





SELL STATION FOR $3,500 


KSAM, Huntsville, Texas, to Harpole 
and Rothwell 








Huntsville, Texas, Nov. 18. 

The Federal Communications Com- 
mission has approved the sale of sta- 
tion KSAM for a consideration of 
$3,500. Station is owned and oper- 
ated by the Sam Houston Broadcast- 
ing Co., a partnership composed of 
H. G. Webster, C. N. Shaver and W. 
Bryan Shaver. FCC gave this group 
permission to assign their license to 
W. J. Harpole and J. C. Rothwell. 

Harpole is at present general man- 
ager of station KSAM while Harpole 
is commercial manager of station 
KVIC, Victoria, Texas. 

Station KSAM operates on 1,490 
kilocycles with a power of 250 watts, 
daytime only. 





Dorothy Lewis Sighted 


Minneapolis, Nov. 18. 

Dorothy Lewis, the migratory lady 
scout for the National Radio Council 
on Children’s programs, will sample 
the banquet fare here on Dec. 6. 
There will be an all-day gabfeast on 
educational programs for the next 
generation of taxpayers. 


WCCO has given Max Karl the job 
of joining the greeting squad. 





WLOK, Lima’s Van Wert Branch 


Lima, O., Nov. 18. 

WLOK, Lima, operated by the 
Fort Industry Co., has established 
branch studios at Van Wert, O., 29 
miles away, in the main auditorium 
of the Marsh Foundation School. 
New studios will be used for ex- 
tension of WLOK’s radio education 
program, carried out for past two 
years. 

Mrs. Catharine Bennell, Van Wert, 
new to radio, will supervise the 





Four-Way Cold Tablets. 


project in that city. 


UPS HARRY BANNISTER 


WWJ Calls Back Betteridge—Other 
Personnel Shifts 





Theatre Piqued at Reported NBC Walk 








Detroit, Nov. 18. 


Harry Bannister, formerly sales 
manager of WWJ, has been named 
manager of the station under W. J. 
Scripps, general manager of radio 
for the Detroit News. Other changes 
include the recall of Harry Bette- 
ridge from the New York office of 
George P. Hollingberry, national ad- 
vertising representatives, to take the 
post of sales manager. 

Harold Priestly will be assistant to 
Betteridge, and E. K. Wheeler, for- 
mer WWJ salesman, has been made 
manager of W45D, the frequency 
modulation station of the News. 
Forrest Wallace was appointed busi- 
ness manager of both stations. 





F-M’S WORCESTER BALLY 


Genl. Elec., Stromberg, Zenith Joins 
With Station in Stunt 








Worcester, Nov. 18. 

WTAG’s FM station, W1XTG, 
collaboration with FM manufactur- 
ers General Electric, Stromberg- 


in 


tion for five days last week in local 
department store. Thousands at- 





LIPSCOMB CHORUS ON CBS 
Nashville, Nov. 18. 

The Columbia network will carry 
the David Lipscomb College chorus 
of 500 voices in special Thanksgiving 
Day program, Thursday (20). Half- 
hour broadcast starts at 10:15 a. m. 
EST. 

Thanksgiving is an added date this 
year. Christmas and Easter song- 
fests have been aired by CBS for 
several years. Robert G. Neil directs 
the chorus. 


hibition and explanation of 


quency modulation, plans for which 
were arranged by E. E. Hill, man- 
aging director of W1XTG. 

Actual broadcasts were aired from 
studio set up in the store especially 
for the event, with W1XTG announc- 
ers and entertainers participating. 

Talks by representatives of FM 
manufacturers as well as the show- 
ing of GE’s frequency modulation 
film. 


. Radio Daffodils « 





























Knoxville, Tenn.—Police Sergeant J. F. Gideon, whom doctors predicted 
would never be able to speak again after receiving a lacerated larynx in 
an auto accident in 1932, now talks over the air to advise motorists to 
drive carefully and avoid smashups, Having undergone years of intensive 
throat exercises he’s able to conduct a weekly ‘Drivers School of the Air’ 
program over WNOX, local CBS outlet. 





Milwaukee — Bill Evans, WTMJ platter jockey, has received request 
from a woman who asked that he stop playing ‘Seven Years With the 
Wrong Woman’ because it was giving her husband ideas. Another wife 
asked that at exactly 7:05 a.m. he put on ‘The Pig Got Up and Slowly 
Walked Away’—because that was when her husband got up from the 
breakfast table each morning. 





Minneapolis—Presentable gent in cowboy hat showed up at WTCN and 
offered himself, plausibly, as a hillbilly in search of artistic outlet. He 
was returning the following Saturday to give ’em a sample of his tonsils, 
but before he got there the station staff found his picture in local news- 
paper under the headline: ‘Cowboy admits murdering pal on trip to this 





Carlson, and Zenith, held demonstra- | 


tended this first major public ex- , 
fre- | 


Web Pressured for Plug on Its New Frisco Home and 


Not Getting Okay Withdrew From Tieup 
+ 


San Francisco, Nov. 18. 


Golden Gate theatre execs are 
burning over manner in which NBC 
| cancelled a scheduled Edgar Bergen 
| pickup here after all arrangements 
had been made and invitations exe 
| tended to the Mayor and other dig- 
|nitaries to participate. Airing had 
‘been lined up in connection with 
Bergen’s personal at the Gate for the 
world preem of RKO’s ‘Look Who’s 
Laughing.’ Pickup was to be made 
from aboard the train which brought 
Bergen to town, car being run on a 
siding for a press breakfast sesh. 
| NBC wanted to originate the show 
|from the new building site to plug 
‘its new home, but theatre made it 
| clear that only time Bergen would 
j;have was at the train breakfast. 
| House even obtained clearance from 
|Chase & Sanborn which, however, 
| barred use of dummy McCarthy. 
Web outlet then sought to work 
|in a new-building plug via ‘Judy 
| Splinters,’ a 14-year-old local ven- 
| triloquist act with Shirley Dinsdale. 
'In view of the sponsot ruling, thea- 
| tre hesitated to okay the dummy, so 
at the last minute, broadcast was or- 
dered cancelled by NBC, putting the 
| theatre on a spot. 


| | Dinsdale moppet later met Bergen 


backstage, latter expressing much in- 
terest in kid’s ability and suggesting 
she contact him after graduating 
from high school. Gate incidentally 
broke all attendance records on the 
day—sans benefit of local NBC. 








Bill Bivens to ‘Vox Pop’ 


Bill Bivens, announcer at WBT, 
| Charlotte, N. C., has resigned from 
j the station staff to become regular 
|announcer and advance man on ‘Vox 
|Pop,’ audience-participation quiz 
|show Monday nights on CBS for 
| Bromo-Seltzer. 

He has previously been announcer 
/on the show during its southern 
dates and, during a recent illness of 
Wally Butterworth, he teamed with 
Parks Johnson as interviewer. 
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LAST MONTH 16,666 PEOPLE MovED INTO WASH 
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NGTON 


through with a 1940 Census count of 663.000—a 


mated rate of 7.600 every month! 


come every week to see—and to spend 


capital. It’s based on the 91.200 people who are 


is the way the country’s most astute advertisers 
reach Washington’s 663,000 oldtimers. On 
50,000-watt W JS V—Washington’s best salesman! 


—— 


(this month most of them are listening to WJ SV) 


ry Talk about “Boom Towns”! Washington, D. C. came 


35% gain 


over 1930! And more was yet to come. This year people 


have been pouring into the District of Columbia at an esti- 


And that’s not counting visitors... the thousands who 


~in the nation’s 


expected 


to take a permanent place this year in the highest per 
capita income and retail sales market in the country. 


The best way to reach these 91.200 newcomers) fi 
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Follow-Up Comment 





Laurence Tibbett’s second appear- 
(17) on the Ferd 


@nce this season 
hour was not as ragged as his first 
proved to be but the Metropolitan 
star still has a long comeback road 
to travel to equal his prodigous vocal 
feats of yore. 

Unhappily Tibbett’s first aria was 
his worst. This was the ‘Cortigani 
vil Razza from ‘Rigoletto,’ and signi- 
ficantly enough the only selection 
with a wide range in his program. 
Shouted top tones, a heavy weighted 
and labored quality with wavering 
pitch which sometimes went com- 
pletely flat were again in evidence. 
‘Old Black Joe’ picked him up a bit 
despite the handicap of a frog, and 
‘Night and Day’ was still better. 

By the time Tibbett reached ‘Ed- 
ward,’ of Loewe’s, he was singing 
with much more confidence and ease 
and his voice once again possessed 
some of the dramatic intensity which 
marked it as one of the world’s 
greatest for years. Baritone is sing- 
ing with considerable care, but once 
he seizes a good top tone he holds it, 
past good musical taste, to show evi- 
dently that he ‘still has it.’ Orches- 
tral portion of the program featured 
the Coronation March from ‘Le 
Profete,’ a Spanish dance by Iturbi, 
and Enesco’s Ist Roumanian Rhap- 
sody. 





‘Lone Ranger,’ vet western cliff- 
hanger, is still shootin’ the kilocycles 
full of holes and, presumably, keep- 
ing the perennial juveniles in agon- 
ies of suspense. As heard last week 
on WOR, New York, the show was 
crammed to the saddle-bags with 
rip-roarin’ action and, for a yarn of 
its kind, made reasonably good 
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| Sense. Each of the three-weekly 
half-hour episodes is a story in itself, 
| but all tie together for a galloping 
i narrative. Chapter caught had to do 
with a scheme to panic the cattle 
| market by taking over the telegraph 
| station at Dodge City. Of course, the 
'Lone Ranger thwarted the varmints, 
land at the fadeout he was heading 
for still another ruckus with crime. 
Plenty of gunplay and lots of hard 
jriding in each installment. Brace 
| Beemer, who has replaced the late 
Earle Graser, is properly robust and 
direct as Ranger, while the support- 
ing parts are all played without at- 
tempts at unnecessary subtlety. 
Blurbs are more about the Lone 
Ranger Blackout Safety Belt give- 
away than about the product, Corn 
Kix. Show originates at WXYZ, De- 
troit, and is fed in several editions 
to various hookups. It’s obviously a 
belt-line production job, but ade- 
quate for adventure dialers. 








Jean Sablon, guesting on Ilka 
Chase’s Penthouse Party over NBC 
blue, turned on full strength his 
French charm and appeai to women 
listeners. The singer also grabbed a 
pretty fair bunch of laughs from the 
studio audience in exchanges with 
Miss Chase, which emphasized his 
French slant and accent. Sablon 
sang ‘Stardust’ very well, with 
Vaughn Monroe’s orchestra lending 
beaucoup accompaniment. Sablon 
also registered with a French selec- 
tion of 1900 vintage, to which were 
contributed fine sound effects. 





ASCAP’s value to radio was high- 
lighted twice in one night recently 
(5) during Fred Waring’s George 
M. Cohan salute and Eddie Cantor’s 
reprise of the late Gus Kahn’s 
medley. Without the Society’s license 
the tribute to Cohan would have 
been tabu and likewise the memorial 
salvo to the prolific lyricist, Kahn, 
who with Walter Donaldson had 
authored ‘Whoopee’ for Cantor, War- 
ing’s stint was punchy and pithy, in- 
cluding Dave Mallen’s takeoff on the 
Yankee Doodle Boy, with ‘It’s a 
Grand Old Flag’; ‘Give My Regards 
to Broadway,’ ‘Mary’; Lieut. Gitz 
| Rice’s ‘Long May He Flourish,’ the 
official Lambs song, and ‘finally ‘Ave 
Maria,’ by George Churchill and the 
Waring glee club, Cohan’s own re- 
quest. 

Apart from the Kahn medley, Can- 
tor did a sizzling routine with Diet- 
rich, giving the s.a. gal more than 
the best of everything. 








‘Midstream,’ sustaining serial out 
of Chicago on NBC-Blue (WJZ), is 
still a pretty poor show. It’s char- 
acters are unsympathetie, its situa- 
tions far-fetched and _ incredible, 
and its whole flavor sordid and un- 
attractive. Possibly authoress Pau- 
line Hopkins isn’t playing for a spe- 
cialized audience, but anyway, the 
episode heard last week localed in 
an advertising agency. Rota Leon- 
ard, determined to marry her boss, 
Jeff Savage, and hiding the fact of 
her previous marriage and divorce 
because of his phobia against di- 
vorcees, is being baited by Barney 
Gleason, Savage’s illiterate, vulgar 
and rude chauffeur and friend. For 
|no logical reason, her old acquaint- 
ance, Freddy Winfield, bursts in to 
see Savage and, unexpectedly meet- 
ing Rota, insists on greeting her with 
a kiss and then blurting out all the 
essentials of her marriage. It was 











all rather clumsy, ineffectual and 
distasteful. 
‘Li'l Ol Hollywood’ came and 


| went and for the 10lst time (WJZ- 
NBC) on a recent evening created 
scarcely more than a ripple of 
interest. Ben Alexander’s  cir- 
cusy, heavily-dramatized introduction 


20 Winks 





It looks like WOR has finally 
changed ‘Here’s Morgan’ to ‘There 
Goes Morgan’ as regards the a.m. 
show. Oh, there’s a p.m. Mor- 
gan, too, at dinner time, and he 
stays, but Morgan en the play- 
back record (at 3:15 in the morn- 
ing) hasn’t been around for a 
couple of weeks, so maybe de- 
ducts got him....New York late 
hour stations are rigidly punc- 
tual about giving their call let- 
ters. The out of town all-night- 
ers seem actually reluctant to re- 
veal their identity. Who knows 
why? They'll tell you the city 
from which they’re broadcasting, 
and even the corner on which 
you can get a hamburger—but 
the station letters? No, that’s 
their little secret....The time is 
approaching when concerted ac- 
tion will have to be taken on the 
traffic fatalities across the coun- 
try. And it’s a cinch that radio 
will_play an important part in 
such a campaign when it comes. 
One of the networks could give 
it a running start now by hook- 
ing in with the National Safety 
Council, or some other organiza- 
tion. It’s no joke, and constantly 
getting worse.....The girl vo- 
calist on the Alan Prescott pro- 
gram, and the musical combina- 
tion behind her, really hung 
‘Melancholy Baby’ on the line 
Tuesday morning. It’s possibly 
the best interpretation of the 
tune since Ray Noble recorded 
it with Al Bowlly a few years 
ago and deserves to be cherished 
on wax. 


Shudders of the week: Graham 
McNamee’s salutation, on NBC’s 
anniversary show, of “This pro- 
gram is coming to you over 22,- 
000 miles of telephone wire...’ 
etc. The indications were, of 
course, that from there McNamee 
would go into how many gene- 
rators there were in the joint 
and that if all of Radio City’s 
janitors were lined up end to end 
they could mop up the opposi- 
tion networks in seven minutes 
flat. Well, it’s nice to know that 
NBC has 22,000 miles of string 


with which to pull itself to- 
gether every so often. What we 
don’t know 1s whether or not 


McNamee was introd'cing a good 
or bad show. Those opening 
statistics scared the hell out of 
us. 








would have been fine did it not 
land of make believe (where ‘happy 
dreams of the few come thru’ while 
thousands keep chasing rainbows) 
got a terrific buildup. Then the 
excellent Gordon Jenkins orch un- 
der guest conductor Charles Zanft 
played, a comic told a féw pallid 
gags under pretense of analyzing the 
whys and wherefores of comedy, 
Gogo DeLys sang nicely and Jack 
Owens told how he came to write 
the Hut Sut song. In between the 
‘Sportsman’s Quartet’ came through 
with a nifty tune entitled ‘Daddy 
Wouldn’t Buy Us a Bow-Wow,’ pre- 
ceded by skit entitled ‘Saturday Nite 
in Hollywood,’ which was far too 
light even for a sustainer. 


—— 





‘Judy and Jane,’ recorded serial on 
| WOR, New York, for Hecker’s Cream 


Farina, is all tangled up in melo- 
dramatic plot these days. As heard 
one day last week, the two title 
heroines were forgotten, while a 


couple of Rover Boy reporters were 
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“AFRICAN TREK” 


(BLUE NETWORK OF NBC, Sundays 1:30-2:00 P.M.) 


The Press Says... 


“A must for those who value music that has authenticity and 
unpretentious charm,.”’-—N. Y. Times 

“Opens a new world to radio fans ... something away from the 
beaten path of radio entertainment.’’-—N. Y. Daily News 


Josef Marais before don't miss the 
. Post 
“Mark the word ‘bushveld’ and Josef Marais . 
‘I *. Jdournal-American 


Sunday, Nov. 23, 194] 


JOSEF MARAIS 


and 


His Bushveld Friends 


of 


to 1 favorite in our rating.” 
N . Enquirer. 


~~. 


«+ might well sweep 


Records 


uncovering a local dope ring. Sus- 





pecting the high school janitor of 
some devious doings, Jerry and Don 
|spied and caught him selling reefer 
| cigarets to one of the studes. It was 
|pretty incredible siory telling and 
curious material with which to win 
'a housewife audience. Series 


bought by the Maxon agency 


cy fron 
the Chicago office of Lord & Thi 


mas 


which uses it through the midwest 
for Bolger Coffee. Ford Bond cuts in 
for the slam-bang local commercials 
j a 
Jean Carroll and Buddy Howe 


brought their joke routine to Rinso’s 


2 


‘Vaudeville Theatre’ last Saturday 
morning (15). The studio audience 
treated ‘em with a lot of laughs, 


possibly much influenced by Miss 
Carroll’s goodlooks and dumb-dora 
antics, but out of the loudspeaker 
the material sounded very familiar, 
as far as radio gags as concerned, 
and Miss Carroll's technique some- 
what pallid when contrasted with 
that of the better known of radio’s 
femme zanies. However, as an item 
in Rinso’s bill of that particular a.m. 
the Carroll-Howe crossfire ‘had 
| ample diversion and bounce. 





Metropolitan Auditions of the Air 
on Sunday (16) presented Kenneth 
| Neate, tenor, and Clifford Harvout, 
| baritone, in an excellent vocal pro- 
|gram. Especially 
|rich voice has a 
| greatness in its 





Harvuot, whose 
ring of possible 
luscious quality. 








| Baritone sang the ‘Pagliacci’ 


promise more than it delivered. The | 


Pro-; 


and ‘G’ with ease and 


breath control. 


ably a year or so away. 


for the baritone. 


tion of ‘Au 
‘Pearl Fishers.’ 





fair 
public. But for the same reason that 
the Guatemalans flew Reisman and 


chestra listen better to the U.S. ears. 
It’s the oldie about the other fellow’s 
backyard. None the less, Reisman, 
who knows how to give out a sweet 
jive on occasion, registered favorably 
and well. But still, a marimba com- 
bo does sound different. 





‘Adventures of Tom, Dick and 
Harry, sustaining over WGN on a 
national hook-up through Mutual, 
broadcast from Chicago, 9:30-10 
Central Time, Saturday evenings, 
had Josephine Antoine, Met colora- 
tura, last week, in a sock delivery of 
Strauss’s ‘Blue Danube Waltz’ sung 
straight and then jazzed with Bob 
Trendler’s orchestra. Coloratura 
entered into the fun, and ripped off 
a string of runs and cadenzas run- 
ning from the ‘Mad Scene’ from 
‘Lucia’ to hot jazz. Rendition was 
tops from every angle, and had a 
studio audience in the aisles. Or- 
chestra also played ‘Scratchin’ in the 
Opera,’ in honor of their guest. 





Sylvia Porter, financial column- 
ist of the New York Post, was the lone 
woman in a group of five discussing 
‘Inflation Control by Legislation’ on 
Columbia’s ‘The People’s Platform.’ 
(15.) She proved to be an articulate 
ad lib radio speaker. 





John Kieran, in a guester on Fred 
Allen’s Texaco program, gave a stiff 
reading of his lines. The ‘Information 
Please’ star is much better at ad 
libbing, his extended experience on 
the air apparently contributing no 
great amount to flexibility of voice 
and delivery when handed a script. 
It is Kieran’s knowledge rather than 
his voice and diction, of 
which make him count for ‘Info, 
Please.” But he helped Kenny Baker 
garner laughs. The singer was cast 
as a guy who knew all the answers 
| and beat Kieran to them. 





TRIPLE THREAT OUTFIT 


Los Angeles, Nov. 18. 
| New three-way corporation, John 
| Beverly Hollywood Radio Playhouse, 


| Inc., filed papers in Sacramento, 


| 





casting, film production and is- 
tribution. 

John Beverly, W. A. Banta and 
Sidney Keith Linden are listed as 
corporation directors 

, 
‘Land’ On Wax 

‘The Promised Land,’ by Doria 
Folliott, English novelist, was re- 
| corded last week as a five-a-week 


; serial for agency submission. 
| Gibbs is the producer, Axel Gruen- 
| berg directed, and William Meeder 
| played his own 
organ accompaniment. 


| Cast includes Anne 


with Nelson Case narrating. 





Christian Science Committee on 
Publications, Des Moines, 
| through Fairall agency, Des Moines, 
has renewed sponsorship of religious 
quarter hours on WHO, Des Moines. 


logue, taking both the high ‘A’ flat 
showing a 
long flowing line and excellent 
Neate shows prom- 
ise with excellent top notes, all three 
‘B’ flats in ‘Celeste Aida’ ringing free 
and clear, but he needs more work 
in removing rough edges and {s prob- 
Encores 
were “Neapolitan Love Song’ for the 
tenor, and ‘Song of the Vagabond’ 
They concluded 
the program with a stentorian rendi- 
font du temple’ from 


Leo Reisman was ballyhooed by 
CBS on a somewhat wavering pick- 
up from Guatemala City late Sunday 
night in connection with the national 
in that Central American re- 


his entire band from New York— 
because Yanqui jazz is more appeal- 
ing—so did the native marimba or- 





course, | 





listing its enterprises as radio broad- | 





John | 


specially-composed | 3 


Seymour, | | 
| Betty Winkler and Lester Damon, | 


@ 2 Rooms, Kitchenette and Bath.... $75 


Iowa, | 


5 COLLEGES IN 
AIR UNIVERSITY 


Springfield, Mass., Nov. 18. 

An air university, composed of 
five Connecticut Valley colleges ang 
three cooperating stations, took 
form this week.’ Amherst College, 
Massachusetts State College, Mount 
Holyoke College, Smith College and 
Springfield College will air their 
programs over WSPR, Sprinfigeld; 
WHYN, Holyoke and Northampton, 
and WHAI, Greenfield. 

The group, known as the Educa- 
tional Radio Council, is also angling 
for WBRK, Pittsfield. Aims are to 
improve education programs and to 
sponsor series drawing upon the 
joint talents of colleges represented. 
Transcriptions of defense and science 
programs will be criticized at end of 
first series late in December by radio 
experts. 


Ex-Announcer in RCAF 
Believed War Casualty 


Vancouver, B. C., Nov. 18. 

Sergeant Pilot Brian G. Hodgkin- 
son, former Winnipeg radio an- 
nouncer, failed to return from a 
Royal Canadian Air Force flight 
overseas recently and an official 
casualty list said he was presumed 
dead. 

His mother and sister live at Van- 
couver. 














Dennison’s Clothing Acct. 


Chicago, Nov. 18. 

Craig Dennison agency has been 
awarded the Marks Clothing Co. ac- 
count. <A. D. Reiwitch is account 
exec. 

Will use radio, buying WJJD time 
for a ‘What’s. Your Opinion?’ man- 
on-the-street program from the Tele- 
news theatre, 

15 Dailies Accept KSL 
Salt Lake City, Nov. 18. 

H. Perry Driggs, promotion direc- 
tor of KSL, has made swingaround 
of small town newspapers seeking 
exchange of local news items for 
credits on KSL’s newcasts. 

He found 15 newspapers willing to 
play footie. 
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e YOUR HOME %,, 
e YOUR STUDIO 


combined in one at the 


| SHERMAN SQUARE 
STUDIOS 


160 West 73rd Street 
Soundproof walls — 24 - hour 
switchboard service. Broadway 
subway express station, bus 
and surface lines — one block. 


1 Room, Kitchenette and Bath ..... $60 


= GORDON S. BRAISLIN, Inc. 
551 Fifth Avenue VAnderbilt 6-3727 
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‘CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON 

THE AIR’ 

With Rep. Alfred F. Beiter 
15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Wednesday, 8:30 p. m. 
WHN, New York 

As is generally known, the Con- 
gressional Record is a place for Con- 

ressmen to spread all the stuff for 

ome consumption that’s too dull for 

even their fellow-members to take. 
Somewhat similariy, ‘Congressional 
Record on the Air’ appears to be a 
way for WHN, New York, to fill an 
unsold spot with a semi-name, semi- 
public service show. But just as 
Congressmen speaking primarily for 
the Record usually empty the gal- 
leries pronto, so they’ll almost cer- 
tainly shoo away WHN’s regular lis- 
tening audience when they take to 
the mike with this ‘Record on the 
Air” Probably even the panel-men 
doze a bit. é 

Guest on the Wednesday night (12) 
chapter was Rep. Alfred F. Beiter, of 
the 41st district (Buffalo), reading a 
speech that he had seemingly not 
written or, judging from the way he 
stumbled and flubbed through it, 
even read it in advance. What's 
more, there was nothing in the text 
of the spiel to warrant the casual 
dialer to stick around. Starting fair- 
ly smoothly, Beiter touched on such 
topics as President Roosevelt's recent 
appeal for more working hours for 
labor: his message on Russia; the 
number of women in Government 
jobs; the recent U. S. ship sinkings, 
and, at some length, on the thesis 
that Germany is trying to provoke 
America into a declaration of war. 
By that time his delivery had bogged 
down and he floundered through the 
final platitudes about national unity 
and the need to avoid complacency. 
Even an Administration adherent 
wold have found it tedious. 

Series is one of several WHN is 
tal‘ne via direct line from Washing- 
ton. Maybe other Congressmen can 
make the show more palatable. But 
even major improvement would 
hardly be sufficient. Hobe. 


‘SONGBIRD OF OLD DRURY’ 
Dramatized Biography of Florence 

Smithson 
40 Mins. 

Bre’ * endon 

Middle-aged playgoers must have 
relished this tribute to Florence 
Smithson, famous singing star of 
opera, musical comedy, pantomime, 
vaudeville and air. It was a remi- 
niscent flashback to the days of Rob- 
ert Courtneidge, George Edwardes 
and kindred managers when musical 
comedy was the highlight of enter- 
tainment. Story of the little Welsh 
girl’s rise to fame was told in retro- 
spective colloquoy by Bransby Wil- 
liams and Ada Reeve, two famous 
contemporaries. 

From singing in her father’s the- 
atre in the Rhondda Valley, playing 
operatic roles at 16, the Welsh Night- 
ingale, as she was known in the en- 
virons, was depicted as_ branching 
out in musical comedy, being signed 
up for three years by Robert Court- 
neidge, who starred her in ‘The Blue 
Moon.’ Her biggest success of this 
kind was in ‘The Arcadians,’ in 
which her voice earned a cherished 
compliment from Adelina Patti 
scrawled on the theatre program. 
The role of the star was taken by 
two artists over the air, Gwen Cat- 
ley and Vera Meazey, and many of 
her most popular airs were included 
in the playlet. 

Her colonial tours, appearances as 
Principal Girl in Drury Lane and 
other pantomimes, and vaudeville 
appearances were woven into an in- 
teresting yarn, culminating in her 
breakdown in health and demise in 
1936. The script was by Jonquil An- 
tony, produced by Mai Jones and 
Eric Fawcett, with chorus and or- 
chestra under direction of Idris 
Lewis. 
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‘ENEMIES WITHIN AMERICA’ 
With Leon G. Turrou 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Wednesday, 8 p.m, 

WHN, New York 

Having cleaned up via a book and 
film on his former association with 
the FBI, Leon G. Turrou is now 
working the radio field with the same 
material. Even with Axis espionage 
in the U. S. a ‘must’ topic for every 
city editor or news-conscious listener, 
this ‘Enemies Within America’ is fee- 
ble stuff. It’s amateurishly present- 
ed, and even if the facts related are 
true, the material seems transpar- 
ently flamboyant and petty. 

Turrou obviously sees himself as 
the hero of the piece. On the chap- 
ter caught (12), his part was that of 
the sees-all, knows-all brains behind 
the G-man investigation and expose 
of Nazi spying in the U. S. But the 
episode offered was as childishly sim- 
ple as a backyard game of cops and 
robbers. Although Turrou claimed 
the yarn was based on actual FBI 
records (fictitious names were used), 
the story was so sketchy and vague 
and the Turrou character was such a 
cardboard hero that the whole thing 
seemed implausible and ridiculous. 

With a strong accent (it sounded 
as if he might be of Russian extrac- 
tion, Turrou read the narration, but 
was impersonated on the dramatized 
interludes. Latter were as sopoho- 
morie.as the narration. Altogether, 
the show sounded like a would-be- 
authentic version of ‘Gang Busters’ 
or ‘Big Town.’ In other words, hang- 
ing on the motto, ‘Crime does not 
pay.’ Closing blurb stated it was 
‘presented in the interest of national 

efense.’ Hobe. 
BOB ELSON, BILL ANSON 
With Bob Trendler Orch 
Variety * 

60 Mins. Local 
OLD GOLD CIGARETTES 
Daily, 3 p.m. 
WGN, Chicago 
(J. Walter Thompson) 

Bob Elson is an announcer who 
has won an audience for his sports 
stuff. He is on regularly each sum- 
mer day with baseball play-by-play. 
For the past couple of years he was 
followed on WGN by Bill Anson giv- 
ing results of other games. Now 
that the baseball season is over Old 
Gold has put both men on one pro- 
gram riding in the period usually 
devoted to baseball. Old Gold fig- 
ures to hold a steady audience on 
personal following. 

Elson and Anson between them 
toss off a daily hour of banter, kib- 
itzing, gags, comedy and straight in- 
terviews and general funstuff. They 
are quick on the ad lib and work 
out an informal session that will 
please those susceptible to this type 
of appeal. 

In between there is music by the 
Trendler studio orchestra, songs by 
band singers brought in for guest 
shots, and a flock of recordings. 
This latter is Anson’s meat, since in 
between the sports results he has 
been using records to fill out his 
show. 

Some of the interviews produced 
on the cuff by Elson are classics. 
He drags in anybody, a bootblack, 
newsboy, old gold appraisers, fire- 
eaters, Greek restaurant chefs, and 
occasionally top sports names for 
seriously fat-chewing. Gold. 











‘WE’RE IN THE ARMY NOW’ 


Stories 

5 Mins. 

MORRIS PLAN BANK 
Daily, 5 p.m. 


WTRY, Troy, N. Y. 
(Leighton & Nelson) 

Humorous and human _ interest 
stories about the army are alter- 
nately told by a woman, Lola Som- 
mers, and a station announcer. Copy 
apparently is from stuff supplied by 
army publicity division. It is good 
propaganda for that service and 
makes fairly interesting listening. 
Would be more so, on the latter, if 
some localizing of yarns (soldier’s 
mames and outfits are given) were 
possible. 

In reading the mildly funny tales, 
Miss Sommers and the announcer 
might eliminate the climatic laugh- 
ter—sounds hollow in quiet of the 
studio. Miss Sommers possesses a 
clear voice and excellent diction, but 
sometimes pitches tone a bit high 
and hard. 

Plausible example of local show- 
manship employed to garner, at 
small cost, local account. Jaco. 
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‘SUBSTITUTE FOR MURDER’ 

With Marie Pichler, Sylvia Leigh, 

John Forster, Julian Noah, Horace 
Braham, John Wheeler, Paul 
Clarke, Jean Colbert. 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Thursday, 10 p.m. 

WMCA, New York 


Thriller series called ‘Listen to a 
Strange Tale’ this week delved into 
the realm of the supernatural with 
a weird yarn about a couple of spir- 
its who decided to tamper with man’s 
life down below. Reminiscent of 
‘Death Takes a Holiday,’ ‘Here Comes 
Mr. Jordan’ and pieces of similar ilk 
this ether effort impressed as an in- 
teresting change of pace for this 
series. 


Musical and sound effects, Walter 
Craig’s production and script by 
Marjorie Hayes Camp blended nicely. 
Cast was not overly strong for the 
most part though legit-sharpened 
Horace Braham and Sylvia Leigh 
came through with topnotch charac- 
terizations. 


Aside from the supernatural angle 
skit revolved around conventional 
triangle with jealous husband pre- 
vented from shooting wife’s lover 
through decree from above declar- 
ing a halt to death for 30 days. When 
the month is up nature takes its 
course. Mori. 


FRIENDLY TAVERN 

With Paul Roach, Betty Lane, Jack 
Hammet, Page Brown, Charlie 
Drake and Melvin Swartz  . 

30 Mins. 

OERTEL BREWING CO. 

Daily, 11 p.m. 

WAVE, Louisville 


(Randall) 


Smooth musical stanza, with in- 
strumental foursome as the principa] 
ingredient. Combo is composed of 
accordion, string bass, guitar and 
clarinet, with various members 
doubling. Vocal chores are capably 
handled by Paul Roach, who bari- 
tones on pops and gives out on old- 
timers, and Betty Lane, formerly 
with Clayton McMichen’s Georgia 
Wildcats, vocaling on an occasional 
hillbilly tune. Program is handled 
Straight with no actual attempt to 
simulate night club or tavern at- 
mosphere. Opens with few bars of 
the tune, ‘Friendly Tavern,’ and Paul 
Roach then goes into routine introes. 


Lads are all specialists on their 
instruments, and give out full- 
sounding. Rhythm is steady and the 
beat is decisive, conducive to foot 
tapping. Repertoire is made up of 
BMI pops. Roach injects a change 
of pace with his vocalizing of an oc- 
casional standard old-timer, as does 
Betty Lane. Gal wanders off the 
pitch on occasion, more noticeable 


3-Hour Marathon of Entertainment 


Forms NBC's 15th Birthday Party 





By BEN BODEC 
NBC climaxed a week’s celebra- 
tion of its 15th anniversary with a 
show last Saturday night (15) which 
ran four minutes short of three 
hours. Apparently NBC figured that 
the way that it could make the anni- 


versary occasion momentous. to 
listeners was to trot out practically 
every artist heard regularly on the 
Red and Blue networks. The per- 
formance, which started at 11:15 p.m., 
had one edge over the occasion of 
NBC’s celebration of its 10th anni- 
versary. The marathon complexion 
prevailed, but it was a marathon of 
entertainment instead of a marathon 
of brass-hat oratory. The speeches 
this time were sort of slipped in 
between the acts, and the added vir- 
tue was their briefness. 


NBC sought to jive up the pro- 
ceedings by calling the event a ‘Free 
for All,’ by having an orchestra play 
‘Happy Birthday’ at intervals and 
by letting a studio audience on the 
New York end give with party 
merriment at each airing of this 
melody. The performers and com- 
mentators were picked up not only 
from various parts of the United 
States, but from several sections of 
the globe. The gues speakers were 
Secretary of the Navy Frank M. 
Knox, Under-Secretary of War Rob- 
ert P. Patterson and Chairman 
Jemes L. Fly of the Federal Com- 
munications Commission. David 





with a combo of this type than with 
the stock hilibilly background. 
Thirty-minute stanza should have 
quite a number of listeners in small 
spots where the sponsor’s beer 
(Oertel’s) is sold, and private home 
parties likely will find the program 
to their liking when they roll up the 
rug for a little foot shuffling and 


beer and. pretzel refreshment. 
Graeme Gilmore did an okay script 
and production job. Hold. 





Hibbard Ayer, whilom partner in 
Sears & Ayer, station reps, is now 
with sales staff of WATN, Water- 
town, N. Y. 








Sarnoff, RCA prez, spoke from a 
ship in the Pacific, and Niles Tram- 
mell, NBC prexy, delivered his 
greeting from the latest Radio City 
studio. Also read was a letter of 
congratulation from President Roose- 
velt. Much of the m.c.ing was cone 
ducted by two of NBC’s vet an- 
nouncers, Graham MacNamee and 
Milton Cross, and the entire runoff 
was carried by NBC shortwave in 
th direction of Europe, Latin- 
America and the Orient. 


All speakers stres.2d the part 
played by American radio ‘n the 
defense objectives and national 
unity. Both Coil. Knox and Judge 
Patterson struck sombre notes with 
their references to the course that 
the United States was now pursuing 
as the result of the Axis threat. In 
expatiating on the theme of a ‘free 
radio’ Trammell pointed out that 
NBC had just withdrawn its staff 
man from Berlin because the Nazis 
insisted on using him for propaganda 
purposes. 


The roster of artists and acts on 
the three-four show was as follows: 


Edgar Bergen 
Conrad Thibault 
Frank Black 
Trene Rich 
, ‘Quiz Kids’ 
Bing Crosby 
Lum 'n’ Abner 
Kay Kyser 
Lowell Thomas 
‘Johnny’ (Philip Morris) 
Fibber McGee and Molly 
Southernaires 
Red Skelton 
Vivienne Della Chiesa 
Rudy Vallee 
Horace Heidt 
Connie Boswell 
Jack Benny-Don Wilson 
Lucille Manners 
Paul Douglas 
Grantland Rice 
Bill Stern 
Ted Steele 
Upton Close 
H. V. Kaltenborn 
WLS Barn Dance 
Ed East 
Ken Carpenter 
Burns and Allen 
Glenn Miller 
John Vandercook 
‘Great Gildersleeve’ 
Percy Faith 
Edmund Lowe-Victor McLaglen 
‘Basin Street’ 
Don McNeill 
Ralph Dumke and Budd 
Army Band 
Navy Band 
Marine Band 
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NANCY: 






oa JOEY: What a Dilly you are Mom! 
What a lollypop! 
be DAD: Mother! Please, 
¥ they talking about? 
MOTHER: 


ANNOUNCER: Thanks to QUAKER OATS and 
RUTHRAUFF and RYAN. 
BREWSTER BOY" written by 
Pauline Hopkins. Produced by 
Owen Vinson - now on the Red 
Network of the National Broad- 


casting Company 


You know the score mother. 
Thanks for dreaming this up. 


is that Pe 
English or Arabic? What are 9 


It's really very simple, Dad. 
They are thanking me for serve 
ing a QUAKER OATS breakfast. 
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Bob Goldstem of WMCA Offers 
To Pay Pay 167% of $18,617 Bankruptcy 


Robert Goldstein, an agent now 
with WMCA, filed an arrangement of 
his affairs in N. Y. federal court 
Thursday (13), offering to pay cred- 
itors 15.856% at the rate of $20 week- 
ly. He went bankrupt in 1939 for 
$18,617. 

Theatrical creditors who have ac- 
cepted this offer are Fifi D’Orsay, 
owed $1,850, to be paid $293; Clifford 
Odets, owed $3,271, to be paid $515; 
Norman Miller, owed $2,500, to be 
paid $396; Pathe News, owed $40, to 
be paid $6; and O’Bryan, Linnett & 
Dunfee, owed $8,912, to be paid $1,- 
413. Latter ate the London legit pro- 
ducers of Odets’ ‘Golden Boy,’ which 
Goldstein presented in 1938 in asso- 
ciation with them. 
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London Calling : 
FOFFHFFHFHHFHEFEFCOESHCOOSL 


Richard Crean, for seven years 
orchestra leader at the London Pal- | 
ladium and known for his gramo- | 
phone recordings, doing new BBC 
program feature in charge of the 
Midland Light Orchestra. 





Audrey Cameron, who has been 
taking part in many broadcasts in 
dramatic and educational programs, 
added to list of BBC announcers. 





Val Gielgud and Philip Wade wrote 
a new play for BBC Home Service 
wavelength. It is a comedy titled 
‘Mr. Pratt’s Waterloo.’ 





McConnon & Co. of Winona, Minn., 
Croker-Krasselt agency, will sponsor 
the 10 to 10:15 p.m. portion of the 
Iowa Barn Dance Frolic for 13 weeks 
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networks to serve until the first two 
weeks in April. 

Directors are as follows: Eugene 
Pulliam, of WIRE, Indianapolis; Ed 
Craney, of KGIR, Butte, Mont., and 
Bill Scripps, of WWJ, Detroit, for 
NBC-Red. Ronald Woodyard, of 
WING, Dayton, O.; Luther Hill, 
KRNT, Des Moines, and H. J. Bren- 
nan, of KVQ, Pittsburgh, for NBC- 
Blue. Edgar Bill, of WMBD, Peoria; 
Hoyt Wooten, of WREC, Memphis, 
and John Kennedy, of WCHS, Co- 
lumbus, O., for Columbia. And Don 
Davis, of WHB, Kansas City; Hulbert 
Taft, of WKRC, Cincinnati, and 
Leonard Kapner, of WCAE, Pitts- 
burgh, for Mutual. 

Craney, as head of the copyright 
committee, read a report on the 
many meetings of his committee with 
ASCAP and other copyright licensing 
groups. He recommended a perma- 
nent committee to coordinate all 
copyright problems and discussions. 

John Paine, ASCAP general man- 
ager, and Sidney Kaye, BMI veepee, 
also spoke, giving short accounts of 
recent meetings of their organiza- 
tions and the outlook for the future. 


Main topic of the afternoon 
innings was slated to be super 
power, with Paul D. P. Spearman, 


Washington radio attorney, as princi- 
pal speaker. He was to report that 
super power is the pressing problem 
for stations not on clear channels. 
It was expected he would also assert 
that a powerful clear channel lobby 
in Washington, in close touch with 
the War and Agriculture Depart- 
ments, as an added reason why clear 
channel stations should get super 
power. 

Pulliam is serving as temporary 


pected to be elected president of the 





on WHO, Des Moines. 











new organization. 


chairman of the meetings and is ex- | 


Luther Hill’s Quip 


Des Moines, Nov. 18. 


Iowa concedes Luther Hiil, 
general director of the Iowa 
Broadcasting Co. (and brother of 
U. S. Sen. Lister Hill of Ala- 
bama), winner in a verbal scrim- 
mage with the head of the Amer- 





ica First Committee in Des 
Moines. 
When the America Firster 


suggested there was a possibility 
that the first American boat tor- 
pedoed might possibly have been 
hit by a submarine other than 
German, Hill spoke out in meet- 
ing that this country had con- 
crete evidence that the subma- 
rine was German. When asked 
to verify this statement, Hill 
said: ‘Well, after the torpedo 
struck the boat the submarine 
came to the surface. Then an 
officer put in his appearance on 
the deck of the submarine—and 
that officer was wearing an 
‘America First’ button.’ 


Big Ballroom 
As Setting For 








The Columbia Broadcasting Sys- 
tem will create a gala setting to in- 
troduce its London representative, 
Edward R. Murrow, upon his return 
to the United States to lecture. The 
grand ballroom of the Waldorf-As- 
toria Hotel in New York will be 
utilized on the evening of Dec. 2. 
Murrow’s audience will be composed 
of celebrities and his after dinner 
talk will go over the CBS network. 

Murrow has gone through all the 
stress of the war, continuing to 
broadcast regularly despite the blitz. 
Two offices were bombed out. He 
was last in the United States in the 








Housewives are true hmemakers in the Cowles 
Stations area. 


They want worthwhile facts and 
friendly counsel from radio people who talk over 
homemaking problems with them. 


That is why the three friendly Home Eco- 
nomics counselors of the Cowles Stations get the 
“tuné-in” nod in this area of some 1,500,000 radio 
homemakers. Each of these homemaking special- 
ists knows her listeners in her locality — and caters 
directly to their likes and dislikes. 


So. we talk about results, based on actual re- 
sponse to these friendly, intimate personalities. 
After all, results are so much more important 
ok teW Ter Cclcasl-loMcit-leleseMelE-Trect-Mey Me¥-hatele Mot a-Veister Vib 
all the listeners — and such. 


Libbie Vaughan. °° 
chief chef for sev- 
en years of WMT's 
Magic Kitchen 
performs sales = 
magic for adver 
tisers on her pro- 
gram. 


“Your Neighbor ~ 
Lady’ — Wynn * 
Hubler — does a 

plus job for adver- 

tisers who seek 

the responsive 
neighborly WNAX 
audience. 


CEDAR RAPIDS-WATERLOO 


KRNT. 


DES MOINES 


‘8 
Represented by The KATZ Apency 





spring of 1939. 


Helen Watts 
Schreiber smooth- 
ly handles home 
economics on 
KSO, Des Moines. 
Stand-out sales faa 
getting results are 
her specialty. 


DES MOINES 


‘WNAX 


SIOUX CITY-YANKTON 


Murrow Talk 


i Moines, 
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From the 


of time it has televised more than 11,000,000 feet of picture film... .Guest 
shots on Al Pearce’s program are running to femmes. Billie Burke draws 
the call Nov. 21 and Dorothy Lamour the following week....Tom Lewis 
pushing eastward, with a stopover in Pittsburgh, for talks with Young & 
Rubicam home officers. ...Dave Davidson moved over from KFWB, where 
he has been publicity director, to head up the new exploitation de: Dart 
ment at KNX....Hal Rorke was regaled by his pals on the eve of sb oving 
off for New York to become assistant publicity director at CBS... .Mark 
Finley, Don Lee-Mutual press head here, flooding the town with liter rature 
on WGN’s operetta contest....B.B.D.&O. wants Irene Dunne to do ‘Cimor. 
ron’ on ‘Cavalcade of America.’ 











IN SAN FRANCISCO... 


Tue RApio Trape Is DIscussine: Raberts that the FBI is becoming 
increasingly interested in ‘crank,’ pro-Nazi and similar letters received 
at radio stations—the NBC walkout on the Golden Gate theatre—the 
People’s World (Communist) newscast on KSAN—Big play Honolulu 
papers gave David Sarnoff. 





KROW's Phil Lasky has effected a tieup with Golden State theatres in 
connection with 13 quarter-hour Scattergood Baines shots for Wrigley 
which start Wednesday (19)....Circuit’s Central will play ‘Scattergood 
Pulls the Strings’ Dec. 4 and 5 ‘with 4,000 dealers invited to see the flick 
as sponsorial guests, plus a Guy Kibbee merchandising short....while 
thing ties in with the ether strip on KROW....Shirley Dinsdale, 14-year. 
old ventriloquist, has joined AFRA and goes on KGO four times weekly 
for O’Connor Moffett department store with her ‘Judy Splinters’ dummy, 
with store personals Saturdays through Christmas....Gene Harrington is 
new office manager at Lord & Thomas, replacing Fax Cone, who has gone 
to New York....NBC has upped George Feurst from traffic to sales..., 
Capt. Bill Adams, who handled KSFO’s Farm Journal until called back 
into service, can’t dodge radio....stationed at Camp Callan, he handled 
the Army’s shows on KGB and KFSD in San Diegc....now transferred to 
Kodiak, Alaska, where there isn’t even a radio station, he’s handling troop 
transcriptions for release to stations....in letters here, Capt. Adams reports 
loudest Bay area stations heard at Fort Greeley are KQW and KROW.... 
Bob Bovard has been added to the KYA announcing staff....was formerly 
with KGMB, KGU, Honolulu....Bernie Smith of KFI-KECA in town to 
cover a farm convention San Jose. 


IN CHICAGO... 


THe Rapio Trape Is Discussinc: How Goodkind, Joice & Morgan 
agency and Harlow Roberts have hooked up together—the WGN big 
cash contest for original operettas—prominence of F-M in this town, 
where television is hardly more than a rumor. 


Raymond Marcus, NBC clerk, goes to WTAQ, Green Bay, 





Wis., as an 
announcer. He is the 38th graduate of the NBC announcing school to get 
a staff announcing job in the last four years....Roger Prince taking over 


the script duties on ‘Cloud Club Matinee’ for NBC here with the exit of 
John Lagen, on leave of absence to take over public relations division of 
U. S. Naval Recruiting Bureau in N. Y....When the ‘Dr. I. Q.’ program 
opens in the Orpheum, Des Moines, Dec. 11, it will be the 21st city visited 
by the program since its start nearly three years ago. 

Pierre Andre has accepted assignment as teacher in radio technique for 
the Catholic Youth Organization... .Bill Bacher is producing a streamlined 
version of ‘Carmen’ for the WGN-Mutual Chicago Theatre of the Air on 
Nov. 22....WBBM-Columbia adding two more shows weekly to the 
schedule of ‘Cousin Emmy and Her Gang’....Mary Ann Mercer added 
regularly to the Bob Strong orchestra as vocalist. 


MEXICAN BORDER IS 
DRUGS’ HAPPY SPOT 


San Antonio, Nov. 18. 
Apropos recent trade discussion on 
subject, radio stations hereabouts 
have as yet felt no need to curtail 








DICK FAULKNER UPPED 


Succeeds Phil Bowman as Produc- 
tion Manager of WBBM, Chicago 








Chicago, Nov. 18. 
Dick Faulkner has been named 
new production manager for Co- 
lumbia-WBBM here, taking over post 
held by Phil Bowman. 


Faulkner has been with WBBM | drug accounts. Few stations here- 
for the past three years and was| abouts have been approached by 
previously program director for Co- | correspondence schools. Such ac- 


lumbia with WAPI, rengaem. counts find it more to their advan- 





sehons Vichy Jingles 


Schenectady, N. Y., Nov. 18. 
Saratoga Vichy (water), which has 
been sponsoring several station break 
announcements per week on WTRY, 
Troy; WTIC, Hartford; WHEC, Roch- 
ester, WGR-KNEW, Buffak and 
WBFL, Syracuse, is sw itching to 
waxed jingles. Leighton & Nelson 
is the agency. 





WILLARD CO. BUYS WHO 
Des Moines, Nov. 18. 
Willard Tablet Co. (First United 
Broadcasters, Chicago) has taken 
sponsorship of five minutes of 








‘Prairie Melodies’ on WHO, Des 
three times a week. The 
show includes Bud Webster, guitar- | 
ist; Boris Radoff, accordionist, and 
Margaret Coon, vocalist. 

Contract is for 26 periods. 


Radio Girl to Ecuador 
Seattle, Nov. 18. 

Tana Mayland of KIRO, Seattle, 
publicity staff, indulges a yen to 
travel by going to Portovilo, Ecua- 
dor, to be secretary for the South 
American Development Co. 

June von der Hellen fills the va- 





cancy. 


tage to go across the Mexican bor- 
der for United States coverage at a 
minimum price and with few frowns, 

Many of these stations tell listen- 
ers to write to a box number in this 
city or Dallas. 


Scripter Quits Amer. Ist 


Springfield, Mass., Nov. 18. 

Pleading his radio work kept him 
too busy, George A. Yarrington, 
WMAS scripter, has resigned as 
chairman of the Springfield America 
First committee. Successor is Le- 
land A. Stone, lawyer. 

Yarrington found time last month 








to run for the city council, but lost. 
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~ ‘Want Colonies Only—Murray 





Meantime British Radio Goings-On Prove Absorbing 


to Yankee 


Perhaps eligible for recognition 
as one of the oddities of the war is 
the fact that American broadcasters 
Jast week were making,a topic of 
conversation out of ré€ports and 
speculation as to the post-war role 
of radio in the British nations, in- 
cluding Britain itself. Gladstone 
Murray, general manager of the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. who 
has recently been in England, was 
visiting the week before in New 
York and that fact seemed to 
quicken speculation. 

Some Britons were inclined to de- 
plore the whole question coming up 
at this time. They feel that the 
story is mostly ‘if and when’ and too 


little a clear-cut issue, especially as | 


to the mother country. However 
reports that the BBC or any other 
non-commercial radio system within 
the British commonwealth might 
adopt advertising sponsorship are 
peculiarly fascinating to radio circles 
over here, and have been for years. 

(As all this was taking place in 
the U.S.A., Brendan Bracken, Minis- 
ter of Information, in England; was 
firing veteran Basil Edwards Nicoll, 
senior program officer of the BBC, 
for a blunder in congratulating the 
King of Italy on the royal birthday 
recently. Helen Kirkpatrick sent 
this story ‘ivough to the N. Y. Post. 
She also reported the Oxford accent 
is no longer imperative at BBC as 
evidenced by hirirfg a dialect artist, 
Wildred Pickles, to read BBC news.) 

Many steps, including the large one 
of Parliament, would have to be 
taken to switch the BBC in the 
United Kingdom over te commercial- 
ism. More immediate are the possi- 
bilities outside England. yladstone 
Murray has wired ‘Variety’ from Ot- 
tawa stating that the radio trade in 
New York, as reported last issue, 
seems to have gotten the wrong im- 
pression. Murray’s telegram (verba- 
tim) is as follows: 

‘Your account of conversation 
between me and network offi- 
cials in New York concerning 
British Broadcasting going com- 
mercial is unfortunately wrong 
in that such proposals as exist 
do not in any way affect consti- 
tution or practice of British 
Broadcasting Corporation’ or 
broadcasting within the United 
Kingdom. Proposals concern 
possibility of establishing com- 


Confreres 


mercial station in British crown 

colonies under official auspices. 

Would appreciate correction at 

earliest opportunity.’ 

Leonard Carlton, radio editor of 
|'the New York Post, has commented 
| on the rumors (every arriving con- 
signment of personages from London 
brings a few fragments of supposed 
deliberations at Broadcasting House) 
writing in his column: 

‘Among the changes to be ex- 
| pected in post-war Britain, accord- 
|ing to reports arriving here, may 
well be one in the basic radio sys- 
tem of the Tight Little Isle.... 
Rumors to this effect have been 
trickling through for several weeks. 
The reasoning runs about as follows: 
The BBC, a semi-official corporation, 
operated independently of the gov- 
}ernment yet dependent on govern- 
ment support, was the worst possible 
|}morale builder for the crisis. 
tt» “The BBC was paternalistic; it gave 

listeners what it thought they ought 
| to hear, rather than what they 
| wanted to hear. True enough, it de- 
veloped about the best symphony or- 
cheStra in Europe. Its programs of 
| controversy and discussion were on a 
|high intellectual plane. But no effort 
was put into making them interest- 
ing. 

‘Commercial radio, so the argu- 
ment continues, may have its unde- 
sirable aspects. It is often cheap and 
gaudy, its cultural value often low. 
| But it at least develops a responsive- 
;ness to audience likes and dislikes; it 








| knows the people it’s talking to; it! 


| would never have broadcast learned 
| lectures, as did the BBC, on the Mar- 
| vels of Pond Life or the Migration of 
| the Lemming while all England qui- 
|; vered over the evacuation of Dun- 
kirk.’ 


 CKAC’s Marche Militaire 


Montreal, Nov. 18. 

CKAC, French-language station, 
is pointing up the war angle on its 
sustaining schedule. One of the 
programs, ‘Chronique Militaire,’ has 
Lieut. Jean Lamont as m.c. and fea- 
tures interviews with high ranking 
officers in the Canadian army. 

Another is a traveling revue and 
| quiz which will make the rounds of 














the training camps with Ferdinand 
Biondi as m.c. 
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GOES ON 


important things are happening 


broadcast within four days after 


She covered Wendell Willkie’s 


Duranty revealed his opinion on 


galore have been “put on wax” 


make new records for WGAR., 








eee eas 


* Anywhere between Broadway and Buenos Aires, wherever 


respondent of WGAR is likely to appear on the scene, 

Soon, she has bigwigs before a microphone. Handles Interviews 
like a veteran too. Transcribed, these interviews are air-expressed to 
Cleveland for broadcasting to her host of Northern Ohio listeners. 

In a six-week flying jaunt through South America, our lady 
reporter recorded first-hand information on conditions in the lands 


of our friendly neighbors. Platters came to us by clipper, often were 


Jan Valtin gave her the low-down on his “Out of the Night.” Walter 


Coleman described for her the bombing of his London cathedral. 

Society faced her microphone at the fashionable Stockbridge 
Music Festival in New England, at the Cleveland Symphony first 
night. Charles Baskerville told of painting his portraits of the Duke 
and Duchess of Windsor. Lucius Beebe, Jock Whitney, notables 


Our appreciation, then, to the lady who “goes on record” to 


win for Cleveland’s Friendly Station the Showmanagement Award 
of Variety and the Peabody Award for Public Service. Thanks, Kay! 


RECORD! ) 


..» Kay Halle, the roaming cor- 


origination. 


lend-lease hearings in Washington. 


Russia’s stand. Reverend Michael 


by Kay Halle. 


. » the kind which have helped to 





) 


° s7-¢ ee> 
j SPS Sabie | 





° 3 ‘ . a 
SALE PTE SS. ‘ee 


TED CHURCH JOINS BBC 


American Radio Director of Repub- 
licans Going to London 








Wells (‘Ted’) Church, who re- 
signed recently as radio director 
of the Republican National Commit- 
tee, Clippers within the next week 
or so to London to become American 
advisor to the British Broadcasting 
Corp. for its North American serv- 
ice. He will check BBC shortwave 
shows aimed at this hemisphere to 
adapt them to U. S. listening stand- 
ards. 

Church gave up newspaper work 
in 1931 to join CBS in the Capital, 
quit in 1936 to work for the Republi- 
can party in the Presidential cam- 
paign of that year and was then with 
NBC in New York. He became radio 
director for the GOP in 1938. 





Canada Suggests Yanks Join in One 


Minute Daily War-Time Meditation 


eB i i i nn i nn te nt tt 


In Argentina 
GOOF 9 4O4 444464646444 4464444 


Buenos Aires, Nov. 7. 

Argentine Institute of Applied 
Electricity, co-op organization of U. 
S. and other local and foreign elec- 
trical companies, opens series on 
LR-1 (Mundo) emphasizing refrig- 
erators and other appliances. Char- 
acter called “Tomas Corriente,’ based 
on ‘Ready Kilowatt,’ used in the 
States, is played by Alberto Bello 
with Warren Cabral and Malcolm 








NBC ‘Investigating 
Whether to Stop 
Berlin Newscasts 


After being in and out with the 
| Nazis ‘information’ headquarters in 
Berlin on various occasions since 
September, 1939, NBC is currently 
‘investigating’ whether it is possible 
to resume broadcasts out of the Ger- 
man capital, or just pass them by 
as not worth the trouble. Charles 
Lanius has gone to Berlin on behalf 


of NBC to confer with NBC’s regu- 





lar newscaster, Alex Dreier. Lanius 
| headquarters in Berne, Switzerland, 
| to enjoy neutrality. Both men are 
American journalists. 

In ceremonies broadcast Saturday 
night celebrating the 15th anniver- 
sary of NBC, its president, Niles 
Trammell, alluded to the recurring 
dispute over the censorship with the 
Nazis. NBC, as is true of CBS and 
Mutual, have willingly accepted 
military censorship and considerable 
inconvenience out of Germany, but 
has steadfastly insisted upon its own 
editorial independence. 


WLWO ADDS FINNISH 
LANGUAGE BROADCASTS 


Cincinnati, Nov. 18. 
WLWO, Crosley’s 75,000-watt short- 
wave station, now has Swedish, Fin- 
nish and Italian to supplement 
broadcasts of news in German, 
Spanish, French and English, 








midnight, EST, the station carries 20 
newscasts, operating on 15,250 kilo- 
cycles to Europe, and 11,710 and 
15,250 kilocycles to Latin-America. 


MUSICIANS BITTER 
AT PEDRO VARGAS 


Mexico City, Nov. 18. 


Musicians union which has a strike 
on against XEQ and XEW, the high- 
powered outlet of the Azcarraga syn- 
dicate, last week struck back at 
Pedro Vargas, tenor, for his lack of 
sympathy for the strikers by bar- 
ring its members from accompany- 
ing him at a benefit performance. 
Latter was held at the Theatro Fa- 
| bregas for Carlos G. Villenave, dram- 
atist. 

No settlement of the strike against 
the station is in sight. 


J. B. McGeachy in N. Y. 

J. B. McGeachy, who does evening 
news commentaries for the British 
Broadcasting Corp. in London, is 
visiting New York City. Will prob- 
ably return next week to his BBC 
duties, 

He’s a Canadian. 








McGillvra Adds Pair 


Joseph Hershey McGillvra has 
been appointed exclusive U. S. rep- 
resentative of station CHML, Hamil- 
ton, Ont., and CHNC, New Carlisle, 
Quebec. 

Appointments were made by Ken- 
neth Soble and Dr. Charles Houde, 
respettive’ station ® manger’. ’ —s 





9 | Green in the cast. 





- 
Toronto, Nov. 18. 

A minute of silence a day for ware 
time meditation, this to be inter- 
nationally observed by the three 
major American networks and the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp., has 
been suggested by Mayor Conboy of 
Toronto, to Gladstone Murray, g.m. 
of the CBC, who is currently taking 
up, by mail, the matter of co-opera- 
tion. If the American chains do not 
fall into line, this period of re-dedi- 
cation’ will be: observed by Canada’s 
network alone. 





Toseanitos Genova (Cigars) trying 
a new character tied up with the 
{product in series on LR-3 (Bel- 
|grano). Felix Mutarelli does the part 
| of Toscanelli Genovets, who’s half- 
| Italian clown and half-gaucho. Type 
of humor has drawn barbs from Jo- 
cal radio critics as being overly 
blatant. Ivan Caseros handles vocals 
/on the same program. 





Julio Galline Rivero, 
(Excelsior), brings in sea captains 
who are interviewed on their ex- 
periences. 





LT-9 (Radio Roca Solder) in Santa 
Fe joins the Mundo Azul y Blanca 
(Blue and White) network. Outlet 
just completed elaborate new stu- 
dios at Nueve de julio 2823, in Santa 
Fe. 





Jabon Llauro (Soap) begins new 
series on LS-6 (Radio del Pueblo) 
with Mary Lewis and Company. 





Aceite Cocinero (Cooking Oil) has 
been trying to get new songs in its 


‘Noches Portenes’ (Buenos Aires 
Nights) on Belgrano. Francisco 
Canaro’s orchestra using singers 


Ernesto Fama and Francisco Amor 
and Pancha Lomuto is featuring 
Fernando Diaz and George Omar. 





Splendid (LR-4) opens new adver- 
tising campaign to sell two new 
stars to advertisers. They’re Rodolfo 
Biagi, violinist who heads his own 
tipica (tango) orch with singer Jorge 
Ortiz, and Antonio Rodio, another 
fiddler who’s singer is Rodriguez 





On the air daily for 14 hours, to| 


Lesende. 





‘Blood and Sand’ series on LR-6 
(Mitre) has been helping swell the 


on LR-5| 


Gladstone Murray approves of the 
proposal to establish a daily period 
of silence during broadcasting activi- 
,ties but states that the difficulty 
ilies in the considerable number of 
American broadcasting stations 
which are either close to, or share, 
, Canada’s medium band frequencies. 
|The one-minute silence custom is 
daily observed in Britain, Australia 
|and New Zealand, but its observance 
| is more complicated in Canada. 
| Major Murray says; ‘Experiments 
|so far conducted have not been 
promising, although in some parts of 
the country conditions are better 
than in others. What we have done, 
therefore, is to suggest that the U. S. 
chains co-operate in a way which 
would establish real periods of 
silence for both countries. If this 
effort fails, we shall revert to ex- 
periments of our own in the hope of 
finding periods regionally not subject 
to so much interference as to give 
the effect of an anti-climax. There 
is no avoidable delay in dealing with 
this matter.’ 





b.o. for the film now running at the 
top-price Ideal. Story, adapted by 
Patricia Lynch Pueyrredon, runs 
daily except Sunday from 9:30 to 
10 p.m. and has brought out the 
film patrons of the kind who usually 
wait for second-run. Series fea- 
turing Aida Luz and Claudio Rodri- 
guez Leiva. 





Belgrano and entire chain of 11 
stations now airing new series of 
dramatic programs for Atkinsons 
(English perfumes). Based on novel 
‘El Secreto (The. Secret) by Rafael 
Garcia Ibanez. Stars Blancita del 
Prado, Maria Padin, Carmen Ques- 
|ada and Elsa Piuselli. Runs daily 
| Monday to Friday from 7 to 7:30 p.m. 














So we built a show around 


complete information, 


*Population, WCAE 
Service Area 
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SLAP : 
45 , HAPPY MINUTES with 


WCAE has a slightly terrific lady screwball, name of Irene. 





pene 


her. Packed it with music, 


laughs and sales oomph. And it’s becoming a quiet sensa- 
tion among Pittsburgh's °*4 million.’ 


** 


One, two or three quarter-hour strips of Irene’s colossus 
(4 to 4:45 p. m.) are now available to any sponsor with a 
sense of humor and a few (sales) records to break. Grab 
your phone or your secretary and tell us where to send 
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National Representatives 
500 Fifth Ave. - New York, N.Y. 
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Col. de Basil's Ballet Russe in Sudden 
Detroit Fold; Expects to Renew Tour 


LEVANT DRAWS $5,000 
TO ST. LOUIS CONCERT 





St. Louis, Nov. 18. 
Local debut of Oscar Levant at a 
= : special concert of the St. Louis 
Col. de- Basil's Ballet Russe sud- | WGN BROADCASTING Symph Orch in the opera house of 
denly folded in Detroit last week, the Municipal Auditorium Sunday 


dates in western Canada being can-! 


celled. Outfit is expected to tour 
again afier its financial setup is re- 
organized. Ballet sold out in 


Vas 


advance at Vancouver and Victoria, | 
and, according to statements | 
issued in those stands, inability of de | 
Basil's London connections to subsi- | 
the | 


BR ine 


attraction resulted in 
De Basil's unit is not to be 


dize the 
folding. 


confused with the Ballet Russe de) 


Monte Carlo. 

Ballet started its season in eastern 
Canada, operating then under a guar- 
antee provided by a Montreal sports 
promoter. Deal called for a percent- 
age of operating profits to be paid 
Wings for Britain. De Basil troupe 
had been in Cuba and ran into bank- 
roll difficulties there. 


FIGARO’ OPENS 





MET MONDAY 


Opening week of the Metropolitan 
Opera season will start with ‘Nozze 
Di Figaro’ Monday night (24), with 
Elisabeth Rethberg, Rise Stevens, 
Bidu Sayao, Irra Petina, Ezio Pinza, 
John Brownlee, Salvatore Baccaloni 
and Ettore Panizza as the principals. 

Wednesday night (26) will see 
‘Orfeo ed Euridice,’ with Kerstin 
Thorborg and Jarmila Novotna as 


the principals, with Bruno Walter 
conducting; Thursday night (27), 
*Rosenkavalier’ will be given with 


Lotte Lehmann, Miss Stevens, 
Eleanor Steber, Anna Kaskas, Natalie 
Bodanya, Thelma Votkipa, Anna- 
mary Dickey, Irra Petina, Lucille 
Browning, Emanuel List, Kurt Baum, 


(16) drew a mob of 3,120 that paid 
an estimated $5,000 for a profit. 


Levant, at the piano, preemed his 
newest composition, ‘Nocturne,’ con- 
ducted the orch in ‘Capriccio,” and 


MONDAY NITE OPERAS. 


Chicago, Nov. 18, 
WGN is broadcasting all Monday 


night operas of the Chicago Opera| was soloist in George Gershwin’s 
Co., 10-11:15 (CST), On Nov. 10 the | ‘Concerto in F’ and “Rhapsody in 
: . Blue.’ 


‘third and last acts of ‘Carmen’ were 
heard with Gladys Swarthout, Licia 
Albanese, Richard Bonelli and Raoul 
| Jobin; last night (17), ‘Otello,’ with 
Vivian Della Chiesa, Giovanni Mar- 
tinelli and Lawrence Tibbett; Nov. 
24, ‘Falstaff’ with John Charles 
Thomas and Dusolina Giannini; Dec. 
1, ‘Tosca,’ with Grace Moore, Fred- 
erick Jagel and Richard Bonelli, 
and Dec. 8, ‘Barber of Seville,’ with 
Nino Martini and Josephine Antoine. 

WGN is also doing a series of 
house operas with leading members 
of its own concert bureau appearing 
| in hour presentation from 8-9 (CTS), 
'the operas being done in English. 
Five such operas are planned this 
year, with ‘Carmen’ being done Novy. 


Mob approval won Gershwin’s ‘T 
Have to Catch a Train’ for an en- 
core. Critics tossed posies. House 
was scaled to $2.75. 


New England 
In Tribute to 








22 with Jan Peerce, Marion Claire, 
Igor Gorin and Virginia Haskins; . Boston, Nov. 18. 
‘Hansel and Gretel,’ Dec. 20; ‘La Dr. Serge Koussevitzky, conductor 
Boheme,’ Feb. 21, with Charles Kull- | of the Boston Symphony Orchestra, 
/'man and Miss Claire; ‘Pagliacci,’| was presented with a silver plaque 
| Dec. 13, with Gorin, Miss Claire and} by the New England Council last 
Attilio Bagaiori, and ‘Lohengrin,’} week for the orchestra’s ‘dis- 
tinguished contribution to the cul- 


Feb. 28, with Jagel and Miss Claire. 
on tural life and economic welfare of 
New England. 

Presentation was made during the 
annual New England Conference, 
sponsored by the Council. Par- 
ticular emphasis was placed on the 


Met Broadcasts 
First broadcast opera of the Met 
| this season will take place Saturday, 
Nov. 29, and will be the revival of 
Mozart’s ‘Magic Flute.’ Cast will in- 





clude Alexander Kipnis, Jarmila No-]| success of the summer Berkshire 
votna, Charles Kullman, Rosa Bok} Symphonic Festivals, which have 
and Lansing Hatfield. Conductor] built to national and international 


will be Bruno Walter. import since inaugurated by the con- 
ductor eight years ago. Reference to 
‘economic welfare’ the citation 
from appreciation of western 
usetts and 





in 


stems 
Massac! 


‘Bluebeard’ Shows 


resort, retail 





Walter Olitzki, Gerhard Pechner, " ih tee. 6 ee: ; 
Alesso DePaolis and Norman Cordon. | Click Poseibilities theatrical interests that have bene- 
Erich Leinsdorf will conduct. fited from the extra population 
On Friday night (28), ‘L'Elixir | In N y Ballet Bow Pipe ee pgp area by 
d’Amore’ will be revived with Miss | —— ‘aan pee thaestac donb 
Sayao, Mona Paulee, Bruno Landi, | ene * | Ce age ap 4 
Francesco Valentino and Baccaloni.| Taking over the last two weeks of 
The conductor will be Panizza Sat- the New Opera Co.’s schedule, the HATFIELD SOLD OUT FOR 
urday afternoon (29) will feature 
the Met debut of Jan Peerce in| 
*Traviata,’ with Miss Novotna and 
Lawrence Tibbett as his a: sociates | 


and Gennaro Papi conducting. Satur- | 

: ‘ , . | 
day evening (29) ‘Butterfly’ will fea- 
Albanese, Armand Tokat- | 


ture Licia 
van John 
Panizza conducting, 


and Brownlee, with 


‘PORGY-BESS’ STAR 
SIGNED FOR OPERA 


Anne Brown, colored 


lyric S0- " . bd 
prano, has signed a managerial con- | SP0U!d prove one of the best in the | For Chi Concerts 
tract with Albert Morini effective | CO™P@"y s repertoire. Balance And Chicago, Novy. 18 
Jan. 1. Singer has ‘Tosca.’ ‘Manon.’ the program was made up of familiar | - ‘ Tei ee oe fe F 
‘Carmen,’ ‘Faust,’ ‘La Boheme’ and Pa, The Allied Arts Corp, will presens | 
Mee epee bag le Bagi art gs nee seven attractions at the Chicago 
preserved in ents ti Morini: io ; Civic Opera theatre for the 1941-42 
opera dates have as yet been set for CHICAGO OPERA C0 HAS chains Bill opens with Dorothy 
aoe : ° Maynor Nov. 23 and closes with Lily | 
Miss Brown will be booked for a/ ‘BEST’ 1ST WEEK 656 Peene ERDNSD Im, 
concert tour and is to include the : ’ Others to be heard will be Sergei 
usual lieder, French, Italian and ne | Rachmaninoff, Dec. 14; the Ballet 
Spanish groups in her programs. A Chicago, Nov. 18. | Russe de Monte Carlo, Dec. 26 to | 
graduate of the Juilliard School of The Chicago Opera Co., under the Jan. Ze Nathan Milstein, Jan. ll; the | 
Music, N. Y., she is best known for | joint inmamenhetn a Misatiatein Gallo Minneapolis Symphony, with Josef 
her Broadway appearance in ‘Porgy | and Giovanni Maviinelll plawe 7 Hofmann as soloist, Feb. 1, and Law- 
, we Tene apts * REX ey phar heater de % » Played tO | rence Tibbett, March 8. 
and Bess’ and radio work. the ‘best’ first week in its history, ‘ 
IT HAPPENE ; | acco! ling to the management, gros san ae x 
ing $66,000 out of a possible $6 
NED IN ERIE of a possible $68,000 | 1Q CONCERTS FOR MICH. U. 


Philharmonic Disbands Because, of 
All Things, Good Biz Cenditions 


Erie, Pa., Nov. 18 
The Erie Philharmonic Orchestra. 
started during the depression, has 
succumbed due to, of all things, the 
Business boom. 


president, in announcing disband- 
ment after 11 years, said: 
‘The present lack of available 


musical talent is a result of prosper- 
Ous business: Players interviewed 
said they were working on night 


shifts or otherwise too busy for re- {seasons of summer opera given in 


hearsals and-concerts.’ 
Big Buff Advance 
Buttalo. Nov. 18. 
season November 18 in Kleinhans | 
Music Hall. Advance sale of more 
than 1,800 season tickets this year. 


Tops last year’s subscriptions, by 
ever 20%. ‘ ’ 


W. Clay Missimer, | 


}of one or two light operas in the | 
| city this winter, sponsored by John 
Buffalo Philharmonic will open its| Ehrle, manager of the summer op- 


; year-around interest in light opera 


Ballet Theatre operfed its New York 
Wednesday (13) at the 44th 
| St. theatre. The feature of the open- 
ing was a new ballet, Michael 
Fokine’s ‘Bluebeard.’ 

The ballet is somewhat over-long, 


season 


60 CONCERTS AT $750 


|- Lansing Hatfield, bass-baritone of 
the Met, has been sold out by Co- 

but with some brushing up, now that | lumbia for 60 1941-42 concerts at an 

j}the furor of the opening is out of | average of $750 per date. 

the way, it should be a click. It is a Singer was offered concerts in Buf- 


| comedy set in rich, harmonious set-| faj}9 Hamilton, Ont. New Orleans 
| tings and delivered to the sparkle | and Augusta, Me., from the cancelled 
|of Offenbach’s music. It provides | tour of Jussi Bjoerling, but was un- 
innumerable opportunities for a| apie to fill the spots. 

capable cast. Two prologues, four sie RH Se 

acts and three interludes however, 

| can make an audience weary; with} Names Scheduled 

proper trimming, though, the ballet 


from Saturday 
(17). 


(8) through Monday 


3osten, Mpls. Symphs, 


| Every opera was sold out with the ~ : . aes 
odes 2 imza, Ar g Nz > i 
exception of ‘The Barber of Seville ” 7 ae Teens 
Saturday afternoon (15); it was . ’ 
$2,000 under, enorneth, Seas BB. 
Pei Le Having opened with Grace Moore, 
| followed by the Cleveland Symp- 
| cf . . . +4 s ° ‘ 
Toledo’s 0 er G ild hony Orchestra, University of 
pera Gu ~<a sag af 
Michigan Nas lined up 10 concerts 
Seasonal for its 63d annual series, 
Toledo, O. Nov. 18. The Chicago Symphony Orches- 


| Toledo Civic Opera Guild has been 
; Organized by singers and dancers 


|; who participated in the last three 


Stra is lined up for Nov. 30; Serge 
Koussevitzky and the Boston Sym- 
phony Orchestra, Dec. 10: the Min- 
neapolis Symphony Orchestra and 
Dimitri Mitropoulos, Feb. 3: Giovan- 
} ni Martinelli and Ezio Pinza booked 
| for a joint recital Nov. 18: Robert 
| Casadesus, Jan. 19; Joseph Szigeti, 
| Feb. 19, and Vronsky and Babin in 
a two-piece recital, March 3. 


the Toledo Zoological Park Amphi- 
theatre. 
Group is considering presentation 





eras. Guild will try to promote 





Rosa Bek, coloratura soprano en- 


|; work and provide training oppor- | gaged by the Metropolitan Opera Co. 

\itiae : Cc 3 °c | + | . 

| parities foy young singers and /will debut Dec. 5 as the Queen of 
lan Tv 1 pes * . 7 , 

daneers. -« ‘the Night in ‘The Magic Flute. to 


Koussevitzky 


Chas. Wagner Operas Selling Gut 





Amazing sellout 


formances each. 


biz has greeted Charles L. 
operas, ‘The Barber of Seville’ and ‘Don Pasquale,’ which have been 
playing the eastern seaboard the last four weeks in tours of 


Wagner's two road 


25 per- 


Repeated sellouts have followed the operas, with the $6,500 weekly 
take of each netting a $1,000 profit. ; 

















Rosenthal Outstanding 


Moriz Rosenthal, now in his 66th 
year of public performance, pro- 
vided one of the outstanding piano 
recitals of the New York season Sun- 
day afternoon (17) at Town Hall. 
The 79-year-old pianist presented an 
all-Chopin program. 

Rosenthal brought a capacity audi- 
ence to its feet with hysterical ap- 
plause. Despite his years, he still 
possesses a phenominal technique, 
and his gnarled and withered fin- 
gers seemingly gained new life as he 
went along. 

One may find more vigor in a 
younger man, but for sheer genius 
of interpretation, plus flawless tech- 
nique and a sense of audience values, 
Rosenthal still ranks on top. 








Lhevinne Carnegie Click 


Josef Lhevinne’s fine, delicate 
phrasing and virtuosity were out- 
standing Saturday afternoon (15) at 
Carnegie. These were best exempli- 
fied in the rondo finale, the per- 
petuum mobile of the Weber Sonata. 
A Schumann sonata was played 
with all the dreamy sentimentalism 
required, while the four shorter 
Chopin works fairly scintillated un- 
der the pianist’s flying fingers. 


Schnabel at Carnegie 


tinuing its sellouts at almost every 
performance, on Thursday (13) pre- 





| sented Bruno Walter conducting the 
|} Beethoven Egmont overture, the 
| Piano Concerto No. 1 in C Major, 
land the Bruckner Seventh Syim- 
phony. 


but the height of the program 
reached with the collaboration of 
orchestra and Artur Schnabel as pi- 
anist soloist in the concerto. 


John Kollen’s Recital 


John Kollen, pianist, played works 
| of Schumann, Chopin and Beethoven 
as his principal selections at Town 








Hall Saturday afternoon (15). Pi- 
anist’s mechanical abilities were 
okay, but a lack of contrast in his 


playing and failure to get any heart 


; ence, 


Philly Orch in N. Y. 
The Philadelphia Orchestra, under 
Eugene Ormandy, with Sergei Rach- 
maninoff as piano soloist, returned to 





| artist. There is little need to dwell 
on the magnificent playing of the or- 
chestra, the remarkable balance and 
ease gained by the conductor, or the 
| incredible playing of Rachmaninoff. 
| These are too well known to bear 


| repetition, 


Hutcheson Recitals 


Ernest Hutcheson, 70-year-old déan 


| 


|of the Juilliard School of Music in | 


New York, gave his first Carnegie 
Hall recital in more than 
Wednesday evening (12), playing 
works of Bach, Beethoven and Liszt 
as his principal selections 

The veteran pianist’s technique re- 
mains flawless, but mechanical ex- 
pertness is insufficient. Hutcheson 
hasn’t the warmth of a glowing heart, 
so that impressive as are his mechan- 


at the end of his recital. 


Duo Pianist Recital 


Arthur Whittemore and Jack 
Lowe, duo-pianists, recitaled at Town 
Hall Wednesday evening (12). All 
works played were transcriptions by 
the pianists. 

Lack of fire characterized the re- 

cital as a whole. Technical diffi- 
culties were overcome to a great ex- 
tent, but a too-gentle approach to 
the works made most of them ap- 
pear in the same vein. The con- 
sistent lack of variety also made for 
a dullish evening. 


Ribera at Town Hall 


Romula Ribera, violinist, produced 
a vigorous tone of exceptional clar- 
j ity and spun his rapid cadenzas in 
topnotch style, at Town Hall Satur- 
day night (15). 
ing: lacked warmth throughout. 








N. Y. Concert Reviews 


By EDWARD SM eee 


The New York Philharmonic, con- | 


j}into the works made for a succeés- 
sion of mechanically perfect notes | 
but a boring afternoon for his audi- 


Carnegie Hall Tuesday evening (11) | 
and presented the second symphony | 
and fourth piano concerto of its guest | 


a decade | 


ical abilities, one remains unmoved | 








Spalding Superb 


Albert Spalding fully lived un to 
his reputation as one of America’s 
foremost violinists in his concert 
Monday (17) night at Carnegie Hall, 
Violinist opened his program with 
Vitali’s ‘Chatonne,” which was a 
superb exhibition of his firm, mellow 
tone. 

The phenomenal bowing was best 
exemplified in the Bach Largo from 
the Sonata in C. Best of the larger 
works played was the allegro vivo 
from Debussy’s Sonata in G Minor, 
which was done with magnificent 
bravura and a clear, ringing tone. In 
ithe shorter group Spalding was 
forced to repeat the Nocturne from 
‘Belshazzar’s Feast’ of Sibelius, in 
which he fully captured the haunt- 
ing mystic mood. Program was con- 
cluded with a dazzling di of 
{fireworks in the intricate ‘Campa- 
| nella’ of Paganini, with a transcrip- 
tion by the violinist. It was a ca- 
pacity audience. 


Arrau at Carnegie 


Claudio Arrau, publicized as South 
America’s greatest pianist, recitaled 
at Carnegie Hall Friday evening 
(14), playing principally works of 
Mozart, Schumann and Weber. Pian- 
ist is the possessor of a_ prodigal 
technique and his keen insight en- 
abled him to set forth the light flow- 
ing music of Mozart and the scin- 
tillating finale to the Weber sonata 
with equal dexterity. His faults 
|might lie in the fact that in seeking 





} 
yiay 





|} technical accuracy he sometimes 
| sacrifices tempi, as witness the sec- 
ond movement of the Schumann 


| work, and at times he loses a warmth 
|of feeling so necessary to the musie 
| of these classicists 


The overture was superbly played | 
was | 


Foster at Carnegie 


Sidney Foster, pianist, in his re 
cital at Carnegie Hall joined the 
growing group of talented American 
pianists who have been heard re- 
cently. From every point Foster 
} Was tops. 
| Works featured were the Franck 
| ‘Prelude, Chorale and Fugue,’ and 
the Carnaval of Schuman The 
Chopin C Sharp minor etude was 
tne piece ae _ resistance we r, 
| With a dazzling display of bravura 


| featuring the work 


Stirring NBC Concert 


| The Beethoven Ninth Symphgny 
| was the entire program presented by 
| the NBC Symphony under Leopold 
|} Stokowski at the Cosmopolitan 
| Opera House (ex-Mecca Temple) in 


| the second of his four appearances 
with the orchestra Tuesday evening 
(11). Eliminating the naturally bad 
acoustics of the hall, the perform- 
ance was a stirring one 


Rosenblith at Town Hall 


| Program of Eric Rosenblith, vio- 
|linist who recitaled at Town Hall 
| Sunday evening (16) included works 


of Tartini, Bach, Bruch, Hindesmith, 

among the more important chores 

Youthful artist shows considerable 

promise but needs to ripen more be- 
| fore attempting a recital of the 1 

ture he provided. His lack of a good 
‘legato, improper bowing, slurring 
|}and explosive attacks will probably 
| be cured in time 


MET OPERA IN $18,000 
SELLOUT FOR OPENING 


a- 


Metropolitan Opera Co. old 
out its opening night, Mot (24), 
at an $11 top, assuring the house of 
an $18,000 gross, best opening night 
ever had by the Met. 

Balance of the first week is selling 
fast, with the revival of ‘L’E!ixir 
d’Amore’ and ‘Traviata’ (with Jan 
Peerce making his Met debut) 


almost sold out at a $7.70 top. 

The Trapp Family Singers have 
been set for over 100 dates by Co- 
lumbia Concerts for the 1941-42 sea- 








However, his play- | her Met season will be the t' 


son. Singers are being sold at $750 
per, 

Marcel Grandjany, French "a'p- 
ist, recitals at Town Hall, N. Yo 
Dec. 6. 

: Se oo git Saal 

Lily Pons’ initial pertormanc - 
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ssconsin Decision on Who Pays Tax 
Puts It Up to Night Club Owners: 








Madison, Wis., Nov. 18. 


operators who have been 
tlh pe ie complying with var- 
social security regulations were 
a severe jolt this past week in- 
: nded down here by 
t Judge Alvin C. Reis who 
4 that Keith Roberts and his 
“4 were entitled to receive un- 
ployment compensation after be- 
released from an engagement at 
Club Chanticleer, a suburban 
This was the first de- 
































- sasin court, and undoubtedly 
4 set a precedent for bandsmen 
similar cases, particularly so be- 
of the high standing of Judge 
‘« whose decisions invariably are 
neld by the higher courts. 
The idea of holding a dance ‘hall 
night club liable for unemploy- 
mt benefits to orchestra leaders 
musicians, who are more or less 
rant in the very nature of things, 
‘| omething new,’ said Judge Reis. 
e facts, however, bring the case 
Whin the scope of. our unemploy- 
mt compensation act, so I cannot 
otherwise than find for the bands- 
mn in this case.’ ; 
Keith Roberts testified that his or- 
ra was engaged at the Club 
enticleer under an indeterminate 
tract and appeared at the nitery 
several weeks, starting in Sep- 
mber. Then the band was re- 
d by another orchestra. The 
»b contended that Roberts was an 
pendent contractor and not an 
loyee, but the court failed to up- 
id this claim. 
Naturally we are pleased with 
jge Reis’ decision,’ said Vollmer 
histrand, of Milwaukee, president 
‘the Wisconsin Musicians’ associa- 
». ‘It strengthens our position be- 
re the commission, which has ruled 


milarly in like cases, and it un- 
pubtedly will lead to a prompt 
tlement of cases now pending. 


my night club operators have 
fused to take social security legis- 
tion seriously, but they are grad- 
ly -waking up and_  “*realizing 
ky've got to comply with the law.’ 


bast Palladium Books 


+ 
— 





T. Dorsey for Six Weeks 
















reeks, and possibly eight. Date fol- 
Wws completion of a film, beginning 


. 1, for Metro titled ‘I'll Take 
anila,” 
Last time Dorsey was on the 


also played the Palladium, but 
as booked into a Los Angeles the- 
ite immediately before the dancery 
ming. Palladium then filed suit 
ainst Dorsey and Music Corp. of 


Buit was only recently dropped. 





Lou Breese on Decca 
Chicago, Nov. 18. 





ed here last week. Breese band, 
urently in the Chez Paree, has re- 
lved consistent build-up over NBC 
| t-to-coast. Starts with six sides. 
Deal set through Sam 
pleese’s personal rep. 


bre by Decca in a deal signa- 


Tommy Dorsey’s band goes into 
Palladium Ballroom, Los | 
ngeles New Year’s Eve, for six 


fast to make a Paramount picture | 


merica, his bookers, for $500,000, | Federation of 


recording late this month, for Decca, 
with which it has been signed for 


platter 
splitting With Victor, because latter 
wculdn’t (or couldn’t because of a 
contract with Duke Ellington for- 
bidding another full-sized colored 
outfit on same label) record his big 
band in place of the small combo 
they were using under his name. 


for Decca when his band plays its 
first date in New York this month. 
It will go into the Apollo theatre, 
Nov. 28, then four days at Strand, 
Brooklyn, Dec. 5. It’s also contracted 
for the Paramount sometime in Feb- 
ruary. 


Union's Fight On 


_out a difference of opinion between 
the musicians’ union and the police 
department which kept the police 
band out of Frisco’s Armistice day 
parade 
Love, 
arrangements with all amateur bands 
to use union leaders. 
Dullea, 


such an 
band’s batoner, Sgt. Carlysle Fields 


having been a musician before join- 


Hampton On Decca 





Lionel Hampton’s band resumes 


Hampton hasn’t made a 
several months since 


wo years. 
for 


Hampton will make his first sides 





Amateur Bands 
Draws Some Raps 





San Francisco, Nov. 18. 
Efforts are being made here to iron 


(11), 
secretary 


According to Eddie 
of Local Six has 


Chief of Police 
refused to sign 
although the 


Love 
agreement 


said, 


is a dues paying member of the local, 


ing the force. As a result, Love 
claims, the chief's sig would make 


Marlowe’s New Band 


Charlie Marlowe (Margolies), top 
trumpeter, is rehearsing a new band 
in New York. Past summer he had 
a group under his baton on the 
Coast. 


New combo consists of five brass, 
four sax, tnree rhythm. It’s not con- 
nected with any booking office. 


NAME BANDS UP 
ORPH, MPLS, 
TO SOCK BIZ 


Minneapolis, Nov. 18. 

Using stage name bands, Orpheum 
here had its two biggest consecu'’ © 
weeks in recent history. With Jim- 
my Dorsey week before last, house, 
at 55c top, chalked up great $20,000, 
while last week Orrin Tucker, with 
Bonnie Baker, pulled terrific $21,- 
000. It was Tucker’s second appear- 
ance here in less than a year. 

Local trade believes figures—stu- 
pendous for Minneapolis—are in- 
dicative of greatly improved box- 
office conditions and presage even 
better times to come here. It also 
interprets takings to mean a public 
yen for name band entertainment. 
Theatre has Will Bradley underlined 
for Nov. 27 and Lawrence Welk the 
following week. It’s angling for all 
bands in sight. 

Last Wednesday (19), during the 
Tucker engagement, gross was 
around $3,000. Just a year ago from 
that day the same theatre hit a rec- 
ord low of $150. However, on that 
particular day there was a blizzard 
and all streetcar and other trans- 
portation service was halted. 


BAND WAGON IN 











Philadelphia, Nov. 18. 





no material change in the status quo. 


Lacking this, however, prexy Elmer | 
M: Hubbard, threatened to pull all) 


bands if the police unit marched. 


Row got a flock of page one space, | 


Examiner and News particularly 
lambasting the local. Latter, nor- 
mally considered favorable to labor, 
is understood to be still burning as 
a result of the union’s attention to 
the sheet’s carrier band some time 
back 


802 Hop Set For Dec. 5 


Fifth annual hop for the benefit 
of N. Y. Local 802 of the American 
Musicians medical 





|fund is set for Dec. 5 at Manhattan 


| 
| 
| 


Lutz, } Schramm band at 


| 


Center, N. Y. As usual all the name 


| bands in town will participate. 
admission 


upped the 
Tickets are now $2: 


Local has 
tab this year. 


Lou Breese orchestra will be plat- | last year they were $1. 





Connie Gregg, vocalist with the 4 
Kings at Club 51, Pittsburgh, has 
left that outfit to join Marty 
New Hillcrest, 
Pitt. 


= Bands ‘N.G.’, So N.Y. Biltmore 


Putting Ice Show in Bowman Room 





| Biltmore hotel, New York, is 
PPing an unsuccessful name 
nd policy and substituting an ice 
W in its Bowman Room, Dec. 5. 
de talent hasn't been set beyond 
Heasley Twins, who will head 
bill. They have worked at the 
3 Regis, which, with the New 
‘tker hotel, have the only other 
onnows on ice in N.Y. Val 
man's band has been bought also. 
|, William Morris agency sold the 
ttmore the ice idea. Since reopen- 
mM the Bowman Room last Septem- 
» With Art Jarrett’s new band, the 
kas been a consistently poor 


te - draw. Henry King’s band 
Placed Jarrett recently, pn” hows 
‘ut Dec. 4, , 





7% 

* 
| 
| 





Welk’s Theatre String 


Chicago, Nov. 18. 

Lawrence Welk band has been set 
for a string of theatre dates through 
the midwest starting next week. 
Plays the Orpheum, Minneapolis; 
Orpheum, Sioux City; Orpheum, Des 
Moines; Orpheum, Davenport, and 
the Capitol, Madison, Wis. 

Sandwiched in between are ball- 
room dates in the Coliseum, Mar- 
shalltown, Ia., and the Modernistic 
in Ciinton, Ia. Returns for a gala 
engagement in the Trianon here 
starting Christmas Day. 





erick Bros. agency. 


‘Variety’ erred in a recent story 
which told of two Philly dance spots 
folding, owing their bands money. 

One of them—the Band Wagon, 
near the University of Pennsylvania 
campus—merely ceased the use of 
‘name bands.’ 
Reynolds, was paid off, although his 
engagement was curtailed by three 
days. An investigator of the Musi- 
| cians Union was called in to adjust 
; the matter. 
| For a short time, the Band Wagon 


| 


PHILLY IS OPEN 





| 
| 
| 
| 





Ballroom Ops Squawk to MCA That 
Competition Set Up By RCA Victor's 
Dorsey-Fields Caravan Hurt Their Biz 





vv 


J. Dorsey’s Route 


Chicago, Nov. 18. 

Jimmy Dorsey orchestra, 
played the Balaban & Katz Chicago 
here last week, is now in the Stan- 


ley, Pittsburgh, and Friday (21) goes and Shep Field’s bands, 


into the Meadowbrook Country Club, 
Cedar Grove, N. J., for three weeks 





Cleveland, Nov. 18. 


Dance promoters in the area 


{touched by the RCA-Victor Dance 


which | C2Favan squawked last week that 


the opposition set up by the combin- 
ation, which used Tommy Dorsey's 
had put 
a sizeable dent in their business, 


followed by a three-week stand in| Lloyd Meyers, operator of the Ara- 


the Strand in N. Y., opening Xmas | 


» Day. 

Then back into this territory for 
a week apiece in the Palace, Cleve- 
land, and the Michigan, Detroit, and 
again back to New York to take up 
a three-month sojourn in the Hotel 
Pennsylvania. 





Pubs Resent 





| 





non-union band, but gave up the| 
ghost. It is now operating as a jitter- 
| bug parlor with only jukebox music. 
| The other spot which closed simul- 
| taneously with Reynolds’ leaving 
was the Aragon in the central part | 


of Philly. The latter spot had been 
featuring Bobby Byrne’s band. 


| ee 





‘Prima Ruins Dance Date 


| 


Boston, Nov. 18. 


| Louis Prima uttered a 


| In Joust With Cop 


| writers 
The band, Tommy | 


Competition 


gon Ballroom, Cleveland, for one, 
said that the four-day stand of the 
Caravan at Cleveland ruined his 
take all that week. It played Cleve- 
land Aud., Nov. 5-9. Most of the 
squawks were directed at MCA’s 





Cleveland office, which booked Dor- 
sey and Fields and also services pro- 
motions in that area. 


Beefs were based on the Caravan’s 
low admish (65c) for Dorsey and 
Fields, plus the flooding with paper 
of each town the Caravan touched, 
given to record distributors, dealers, 
etc. Dance men complained that 
Dorsey, who is a high-powered draw 
on the road, wasn’t available to them 
often and on this trip through their 


‘territory was in opposition to them. 
rom aes 0s Hence the complaints to MCA, which 





Music publishers are incensed over 
jobbers and orchestra leaders who 
are giving them competition, and 
some of the Tin Pan Alleyites are 
planning to ask for a Washington in- 
vestigation on the grounds of ‘unfair 
trade practices.’ 

An outstanding music man offers 
the thought that the maestros are 
backing their’own songs on phono- 
graph records with the hits given 
them by publishers. Publishers who 
have been favoring these bandlead- 


ers with the top song hits, thus keep- | 


ing them on top, and protecting their 
radio, theatre and hotel income, now 
find the maestros ‘biting the hand 
that is feeding them.’ 

Several orchestra leaders have been 
known to release their songs to rec- 


|ord companies at’ cut-rate royalties. 


and to be underselling them to job- 
bers and dealers for the ‘promotional 
and advertising value.’ 

‘It’s an unhealthy state of affairs 
that ultimately will injure the song- 
mostly. These. orchestra 
leaders seem to want their cake and 
they want to eat it, too,’ one music 
publisher declared. 

Information is that publishers are 
amalgamating to ostracize ‘name’ 


| bandleaders who are in the publish- 


; 'ing business, 
tried to keep open with an obscure | 


point being to favor 
batoneers who are not thus engaged. 


Once Shaw’s Employer, 


Now Shaw’s Employee 
Austin Wiley, 
known in the midwestern territory 


| 10 years or so ago, has become road 


| 


‘Italian phrase to a member of his | 


|orchestra, which a policeman over- 
|heard and misconstrued, Result: one 
| cancelled date and two men held in 


jail for several hours. 


It seems that Raymond Jenkins 
and William Seeman, two Prima 
trombonists, were driving the truck 
containing instruments and music to 


the Raymor Ballroom here, and were 
stopped for speeding through Hope 
Valley, R. I. 
When the pai: 
| registration for the truck, they were 
jtaken to the local jail. Jenkins 
|phoned Prima in Boston and ex- 


| the officer, offering to wire a large 


| plained matters. Prima pleaded with | 


/sum of money as bond to release | 


them. 

The officer remained adamant. 
| Then Prima told Jenkins over the 
phone, ‘My mother should die, but it'll 
| happen to him (the cop) some day.’ 


couldn't produce a 


| manager of 


|on Coca-Cola’s 
homely | 


Artie Shaw’s band. 
Shaw worked in Wiley’s band at one 
time. 

Wiley replaces Mike Vetrano. 





Claude Thornhill 
‘Spotlight 
program on WOR-Mutual. 
Miller set for one. 


Glenn 





and Charlie | tract. 
| Spivak bands each set for five shots 


books him. Often the booking of a 
name like Dorsey by a ballroom 
spells the difference between a profit 
and loss during a season. 


RCA, however, made every 


effort in booking the Caravan te 
avoid injuring any regular proe 
moters. They were taken into con- 


sideration at each opportunity. In 
one instance the Caravan played the 
| spot of an established promoter, at 
Lakeside Park, Dayton. 

Caravan drew 7,629 Friday (7) at 
Cleveland Auditorium, 5,806 next 
night and 5,377 Sunday, its last date 
of Cleveland, all at 65c. Next 
{19} 3,682 crowded Lakeside 
Park, Dayton, O., at $1.10. At Co- 
lumbus Aud., next stand, it drew 
3,245 and 3,987 at $1.10 advance/ $1.35 
door; Thursday at Music Hall, Cine 
cinnati, it played to 2,337, and Fri- 
day, at same _ sgpot, pulled 4,329. 
Saturday at Indiana Roof, In- 
dianapolis, there were 4,200 at $1.10 
and $1.35. Final show at Armory, 
Louisville, Ky., Sunday, drew 4,788 
at $1.20. 


niah+t 
DisagBiae 








‘Dailey Sets Alvino Rey, 
King Sis. in Two Spots 





Alvino Rey and the King Sisters’ 


band goes on location at Frank 
Dailey’s Meadowbrook, Cedar 
Grove, N. J., Jan. 9 for four weeks, 


pat satiate preceded by two stanzas at Dailey’s” 
ormer Dandleacer | Valley Dale, Columbus, O., opening 


| Dec. 16. Rey recently finished a film 
chore for RKO. 


| Date at Meadowbrook puts Rey 
|into a spot that was opposition to 
|Rustic Cabin, Englewood Cliffs, N. 
Is. to which he had been obligated 
|via a 16-week option on a 1940 con- 
Rustic Cabin, burned down a 
few weeks ago, releasing the band 


Bands’ | from the option, which was to have 


been taken up between Sept. 
| and May, '42. 


past 


Loew's Gives Up Its Position As ? 


Last of the Holdouts vs. Form B 





BACK WITH OWN ORCH. 





+ a 


After a couple of holdout weeks, 
Loew’s has agreed to the use, of the 


Eddy Howard Last at Aragon Ball- | American Federation of Musician's 


room as Singer 





Chicago, Nov. 18. 
Eddy Howard, who left the Ara- 
gon ballroom as a singer last year, 


‘returns to the north side ballroom 


| The officer listening, claims he heard | 


Prima say that he wished the cop’s 
mother would die. Even when the 
registration was found an hour later 
on the floor of the car, the officer 
still refused to release them until it 


| 
} 


| procured. 


All set | was too late for the boys to arrive in | 


through Keith Bain and the Fred- | Boston for the date. A sub band was | 
‘ | Artie Shaw's band. 


i 


on Dec. 4 heading his own orchestra. 


Howard band is in for three weeks 
filling in for the Dick Jurgens or- 
chestra. Howard orchestra is han- 
dled personally by Biggie Levin and 





booked through Music Corp. of 
America. 
Paul Jordan, arranger, joined 


| Form B contracts in signing bands. 
| for its theatres. 


Contracts make the 
theatre operators liable for social 
security payments on individual] mu- 


sicians and leaders in travelling 
bands. 
Paramount and Warner’. Bros. 


signed the AFM contracts several 
weeks ago, which left Loew’s prac- 
tically no alternative but to go along 
in face of Broadway band opposi- 
tion against its State, New York. 
Artie Shaw’s band, set for Dec. 11 at 
the State, is the first band into that 
house under Form B. Duke Daly’s 
crew is set for Jan. 1, and Vincent 





Lopez for Jan. 16. 


ANN Sete 


¥ 
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0). Tucker Paces Theatre Bands, 466 
In Chi; Lunceford Show 366, N. Y.: 
Miller 286, Philly J Dorsey, 266 


Estimates for This Week 

Charlie Barnet, Baltimore—(Hip- 
podrome; 2.240; 17-25-28-39-44-55-66). 
*Texas’ (Col). Helped greatly by two 
personal appearances of Abbott-Cos- 
tello Sunday (16). Leading town with | 
nice $16,000. | 

Ben Bernie, Cincinnati— (Shubert; 
2,150: 33-40-50). ‘3 Girls’ (Col). Pic | 
not figured much help, but dandy | 
$13,000, best here in eight weeks and 
third best band grosser this season. | 


Xavier Cugat, Boston—(Metropoli- 
tan; 4,367; 35-40-50-75). ‘Kildare’s | 
Wedding’ (M-G) rated mild draw. | 
Combo drawing pallid matinee trade | 
but okey after dark. Good $24,000 | 
but below expectations. Cugat date. 
marks reopening of stage shows here | 
after two years of straight films. 

Dolly Dawn, Providence—(Metro- | 
politan; 3,200; 20-40), plus Mills Bros., 
other acts, and ‘Zis-Boom-Bah’ | 
(Mono). Good $6,000 for three days. | 


Jimmy Dorsey, Pittsburgh—(Stan- | 
ley; 3,800; 30-44-60-66). With ‘All| 
That Money Can Buy’ (RKO). Quite | 
a difference between Dorsey two} 
years ago, when he was just another | 
band, and Dorsey now. He’s riding 
high, wide and handsome and get- 
ting the kind of trade reserved lo- 
cally for the top-notchers. Headed 
for $25,000 at least, swell, and may 
go above that. Carriage trade for 
picture helping somewhat, but it’s 
chiefly Dorsey who’s giving house 
the momentum. 

Herbie Kay, Omaha—(Orpheum; 
3,000; 20-40-55). Plus Brenda and Co- 
bina on stage with ‘Aldrich for 
President’ (Par). Film figured strict- 


JIMMY 
DORSEY 


and His Orchestra 


Featuring BOB EBERLY 
and HELEN O’CONNELL 

















STARTING NOV. 21 
FRANK DAILEY’S 
MEADOW BROOK 
—UNTIL DEC. 10 
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ly lightweight. Pushing through for 
okay $14,000. 

Jimmie Luneceford, New York— 
(Paramount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99). With 
Bill Robinson in person, ‘New York 
Town’ (Par) on screen. Biz rather 
slow at $36,000 on week concluded 
last night (Tuesday) but stage show 
not entirely to blame since picture 
is light on draught. Harry James 
orch comes in today (Wednesday) 
with ‘Skylark’ (Par) on booth ma- 
chines. 

Glenn Miller, Philadelphia—(Earle; 
2,768; 35-46-57-68-75). Backed by a 
couple of variety turns and “Two 
Latins from Manhattan’ (Col) as 
screen fare. Entire package good 
for teriff $28,000 with bulk of draft 
honors obviously going to Miller's 
new ‘symphonic swingsters.’ 

Teddy Powell, New York—(Strand; 
2.756; 35-55-85-99). With ‘Interna- 
tional Squadron’ (WB) on screen. A 
one-week booking and at $25,000 or 
thereabouts considerably under ex- 
pectations. Film has aroused only 
small attention, thus holds down 
Powell’s chances at the b.o. 


Jan Savitt, Brooklyn—(Strand; 
2.800; 30-40-50-55). ‘Blonde Singa- 
pore’ (Col). Savitt’s crew being 


helped by Jack Leonard and other 
acts. Attractive $13,000 on four-day 
engagement. 

Orrin Tucker, Chicago—(Chicago; 
4,000; 35-55-75). ‘Unfinished Busi- 
ness’ (U). Away to great start and 
will get healthy $46,000, with picture 
contributing. Last week, Jimmy 
Dorsey band on stage, with ‘Never 


Get Rich’ (Col), roared far over 
original estimates as soldiers on 
Armistice Day helped. Powerful 
$52,200. 





Ray Heatherton has added a 
femme vocalist, Anna May Taylor, to 
his “band at Green’s, Pittsburgh. 
That gives Heatherton three gals, 
others being Drane Sisters, violin- 
ists. 





On the Upbeat 


Chico de Verdi's Hungarian gypsy 
orchestra signed signed for carnival 
scenes in ‘Destiny’ at Universal. 














Duke Ellington and his band slated 
for a group of Soundies to be pro- 
duced by Sam Coslow. 





Les Brown now uses six saxes, in- 
cluding his own, with the addition 
of Butch Stone to the band at Black- 
hawk Cafe, Chicago. Stone is 
comedian player formerly with 
Larry Clinton. 

Ray Scott drew four-week h.o. at 
Brunswick hotel, Boston, as result of 
cracking spot’s Saturday and full- 
week attendance and gross marks a 
week ago. 





Andy Kirk bana renewed for two 
more years on Decca label. 





Harry Nemo takes nine pieces of 
his band. now at Famous Door, New 
York, into Frolic: Club, Miami 
Beach, Dec. 5 for three weeks. 





Don Ruth orch closed at the Chez 
Paree, Omaha, Saturday (15) after a 





solid year at the same place. Re- 
placing is Ozzie Clark. 
Hudson-DeLange crew has been 


booked for the Interfraternity Ball 
at Temple University, Dec. 5. 





Louis Armstrong's orchestra 
booked for Junior League Charity 
Ball in Des Moines Nov. 29. 





Carlos Molina and his rhumba 
crew signed by Universal for two- 
reeler dealing with Latin-American 
tunes. 

Gus Dorival’s band heads the show 
playing at ‘Big Charlie’s’ Harlem 
Club in Albany, N. Y. 


—_——— 


| playing fourth trumpet, solo, and 


also as business manager. 





Ralph Tilken, from Michael Lor- 
ing’s band, has replaced Tommy Lee 
on drums for Hal McIntyre. 





| 


i 











Personal Management — BILL BURTON | 
| 














HENRY 
BUSSE 


and HIS ORCHESTRA 
OPENING NOV. 29 

PALACE HOTEL 
SAN FRANCISCO 


Management 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 











(Estimates) 

Henry Busse (Armory, Muncie, 
Ind., Nov. 15)—Busse rounded up 
neat 1,715 couples at $1.65 pair at 
| USO benefit hop. 
Gray 





Glen (Totem Pole B., 


| Auburndale, Mass., Nov. 10-15)—In| 


| eighth week Gray again advanced 
| take; pulled 18,000 at $1.45 pair, 600 
| more than previous week, for great 
| $13,050. 

| Dean Hudson (Camp Wheeler, Ga., 
| Nov. 13)—Camp officers changed 
| usual stag rule at 35c per to make 


| this hop a mixed couple affair at 
Hudson played to 380) 


$1.50 pair. 
duos for $760. 


Hudson-Delange (Arcadia 
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Prima-Loring Draw 2,200 Hub Dancers: 





B., 


Jurgens Scores Big at lowa Cops’ Ball 


Providence, R. I., Nov. 15)— New 
band drew ‘nice’ 2,000 dancers at 65c 
for about $1,300. 

Dick Jurgens (Policeman’s Ball, 
Armory, Cedar Rapids, Ia., Nov. 10) 
—Cops were right on hand to handle 
| record crowd of 3,724 couples at $2 
| pair, pulled by Jurgens on night off 
| from Aragon B., Chicago. 
Kay Kyser (Memorial 
| Buffalo, Nov. 15)—Matinee and eve- 








up 7,200 people, pouring good $7,000 
| into b.o. 
Johnny Long (Strand 
| York, Pa., Nov. 12-13)—Long drew 
solid 3,900 admissions over two days 
at 50c per; $1,950. 

Hal McIntyre (Roseland-State B., 
| Boston, Nov. 15)—MclIntyre’s new 


| band proved big draw on third stop | United Electric Workers, contends | 


| here; 1,000 dancers at 65c-55c 
| $600 gross, fine for this spot. 
| Louis Prima-Michael Loring (Ray- 


for 


nor-Playmor B., Boston, Nov. 15)—|to keep the CIO from any encroach- 


In Twin ballrooms, Prima and Lor- 
ing got $1,320 out of 2,200 admissions 
at 65c-55c. 


It’s Edwin Morris & Co. 


| and White-Smith Music Co. will be 
incorporated as Edwin H. Morris & 
Co. Morris’ Mayfair firm will spe- 
cialize in plugging the scores of Bing 
Crosby pictures. Larry Crosby, 
Bing’s brother, holds stock in May- 
fair. 

‘Anniversary Waltz’ has been as- 
signed to the Mayfair vatalog; also 
‘Shepherd’s Serenade.’ 





Bill Darnell, last as vocalist with 
Bob Chester, was released yesterday 
(18) from 22nd Coast Artillery, 
Camp Langdon, Portsmouth, N. H., 
after seven months of Army life; 
having reached 28. He has put on 
16 pounds. Expects to return to 
return to band singing shortly. 





—<—<—— 


Bands at Hotel B.Ov¢ 


NEW YORK 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cor 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hote 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel] gi 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend q 
holiday price.) 
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Week Covers 
Eddy Duchin*..... Waldorf (400; $1-$1.50)....... eo 2,425 
Benny Goodman*.New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 5 1,675 
Harry James...... Lincoln (200; 75c-$1).......... seece 8 450 
Henry King ...... Biltmore. (300; $1-$1.50)....... ee wes 225 
Ray Kinney*...... Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)...........31 1,425 
Glenn Miller ....Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1).......... 6 2,125 
Vaughn Monroe*....Commodore (400; 75c-$1)............ 6 975 


*Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is ¢ 
major draw. +2 days. 


Chicago 
Les Brown (Blackhawk; 400; $1.25 min.). Brown orchestra is noy 
solidly establisked with the midwest dancing-and-dining public and fro 
here on in it should be a breeze. Zoomed upward in general trend o 
Armistice week to powerful 3,000. customers. 


Griff Williams (Empire Room, Palmér House; 600; $3-$3.50 min.). Wil 
liams’ band is another solid member of the midwest favorites current iy 
Chicago and continues at a great pace in the town’s cream hotel spot a fusic | 
4,100 last week. tention 

Lou Breese (Chez Paree, 500; $2.50-$3.50 min.). Breese and his bandthe G1 
have been around this town and in this cafe for a long time now, andting sig 
with Joe E. Lewis on the floor show came up with great 5,000 people las@ur busi 
week. 


Woody Herman (Panther Room, Hotel Sherman; 700; $1-$2.50 min,){Due to 
One more week for the Herman band which has had a fine month's staymmy D 
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esigna 
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t 


on its quick repeat in this downstairs arena, and came through excellent! 00 0} 
last week with 3,400 customers. fariety.” 
Art Kassel (Walnut Room, Bismarck Hotel; 300; $1-$2 min.). Quie# y is 
spot is still built well around the Kassel popularity here and drew 2,30¢ - 
patrons, Dick J 


nnel, 

ars, an 
ange n 
ol is ¢ 
ward 


Los Angeles 

Ray Noble (Ambassador; 900:7 $1-$1.50). 
rest; lucky to hit 2,000 covers on the week. 
Carl Ravazza (Biltmore; 1,150; minimum $1-$1.50). Keeping more to hi dre 
average than others. Helped to 5,000 payees by football parties and service It b 
men in town on furlough. ng 


Alvino Rey-King Sisters (Palladium; 6,000; 55c-83c). 


No better, no worse than th 





tus of 
Slumped with thebith No: 








Leon Prima has joined his brother, | 


Merged firms of Mercer & Morris | 


| 
| 


town to around 6,090 stubs despite brisk evenings. ifted i 
Bob Crosby (Trianon, South Gate; 1,200; 40c-55c). Pretty good indication 

that biz is off all over town when this crew fails to mark up better thanf€ab C 

5,500 customers on the week. whic! 
Ted Weems (Casa Manana, Culver City; 2,000; 55c). Call it 4,000 and no ke-pre: 

one is getting the worse of it. = 








’ 

Jimmy Grier (Florentine Gardens; 75c-$1.50). On either side of 5,000, 
which is normal biz for Nils Granlund’s floor revue and Grier on the band 
stand. 


ler 








San Francisco 

Paul Whiteman (Rose Room, Palace Hotel; 500; 50c-$1.50). Sixth frame Obvio 
still solid with 2,797 covers. Only two weeks to go, but strike clouds still a 
hovering with Palace mentioned as one of the next hotels which might? tren 
possibly be pulled by striking hotel workers. renas, 


‘> tion 

















BRICK HURTS ROY SMALL 











Aud., 


ning dances at 50c and $1.38 added | 


theatre, | 


i 


Was Watching AFL-CIO Jukebox | ° 
Jurisdiction Pickets | Mick Kuhn 
sis 
Detroit, Nov. 18. and His Orchestra 
Roy Small was the first casualty*) 


here in the war to determine whether 
. } Clune! The Biggest Little Band 


AFL or CIO unions will control the in Radio 

| jukeboxes. Director of the Arrow : e 

Electric Music Machine Co. Small 

was hit by a brick as he sat in his 4th Year Hotel Astor 


| car watching CIO members picket a 
large bar. The picket line was set 
| up because the beer garden which 
| formerly used a jukebox from a 
company employing CIO service 
| men, recently switched to one which 
employs AFL members. Small was | 
taken to the hospital with serious 
head injuries. 

James Neuman, head of the CIO’s 


DECCA RECORDS 


MUTUAL NETWORK 


Dir.:- M.C.A. 





























RECORD MEN 


; rey : ; EXPERIENCED and ASSISTANTS 
that his organization was first in the |}] wax Recordists, Matrix Electroform- 





jukebox field here, but that the AFL ||] ers, Pressmen, Compounding and Mail 
moved in rec , an a" |f]Room Positions open in Northern 
ecently because of battle | New Jersey and vicinity of Boston. 

|i] Written applications only. 





























ment or even the edge of the amuse- Poinsettia, Inc. Pitman, N. J.| 
ment trades. | — 
66é , . . e . 
What is that infectious tune with that 


Edgar Leslie lyric, that everyone 
is talking about? 


IS-IT-TABOO? 


Ask Artie Shaw, or Dinah Shore, or Xavier 
Cugat, or Freddie Martin, or Frankie Masters 
... and ask ! 


JERRY JOHNSON 
799 Seventh Avenue, New York” 


LATINO MUSIC CORP. ABC MUSIC CORP. 
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)4 Inside Stuff—Orchestras 


penny Goodman’s band is without a colored musician in its tanks for 
first time in years. Cootie Williams, trumpeter, who shifted to Good- 
d cov from Duke Ellington about 14 months ago, left the outfit at the 
k hotell yorker hotel, N.Y. last Thursday (13) night. Prior to that Sidney 
tel gi jett. drummer, had returned to Louis Armstrong, and John Simmons, 
end ang had been let go. Charley Christians, guitar, has been out of the 
isome time. He’s ill. 

Hiams apparently is not going back to Ellington. He has expressed a 
to front a band of his own. 











































Covers 
Ona D 


12,20 
10,306, y Lytel, one of NBC’s high-priced studio musicians, 1s thinking of 
6,23 ning 2 band of his own for roadwork. He leads an NBC studio band 
‘“E evctainings and the response to them is supposed to be the reason for 
a interest in a band in his own name. He plays clarinet. 
64 ag he goes out he will be the second high-priced studio musician to look 
the headaches of a bandleader within six months. George ‘Pee-Wee’ 
i» CBS trumpeter, is now leading his own combo at the Aragon 
iroom, Cleveland. 





d is 





Negotiations have virtually been completed to transfer the personal 
ement of Dick Stabile’s band from ex-bandleader Bert Block to an 
sisnated buyer represented by lawyer William Farnsworth. Latter 
ommy Dorsey’s lawyer. All that remains to finish off the deal is the 
ment of the already agreed upon price for Block’s interest. 

mnard Vannerson, Dorsey’s road manager, recently set up a personal 
wement agency in New York tagged Personal Management, Inc. 


is no 
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fusic Corp. of America used reverse psychology last week to gain 
ention for its booth at the annual Hotel Men’s. Assn: annual convention 
the Grand Central Palace, New York. Booth was ‘picketed’ by models 
ing signs which, in effect, said, ‘Why use MCA bands, they'll only double 
wr business,’ etc. Jack Lear’s idea. 


is ban¢ 
ow, and 
ple 





Du to the Armistice holiday business’ abnormal upsurge, last week, 


) min.) 4 Z 
h’s stayamy Dorsey’s Chicago theatre (Chi) gross for the week hit a corking 
ellentl¥g200 on the full stanza. Only $40,000 kad been estimated originally in 


iety.. Band was in with the film, ‘You'll Never Get Rich’ (Col), but 


Quiet is credited with the bulk of the draw. 


w 2,300 


‘ 





Dick Jurgens’ outfit is unique in these days of constantly changing per- 
mel. Length of service of Jurgens’ instrumentalists averages seven 
s, and there are men that kave been with him for more than 12, Last 
nge made was guitarist Buddy Moreno, two years ago. Vocalist Harry 
han the! is also fairly recent, but he doesn’t play. He came in when Eddy 
ard left to go on his own. 





e to his 
service 


iidred Bailey will not work steadily with Red Norvo’s (her husband) 
built band. There had been plans for the two to resume their co-leader 
tus of a few years ago, but it didn’t work out. Singer will be booked 





vith thefith Norvo on some forthcoming theatre dates, however. Norvo recently 
ifted booking agencies; he’s now with William Morris. 

dication nema 

er than#€ab Calloway last week renewed hi’ contract with Cab Calloway, Inc., 
which following are officers: Irving Mills, president; Cab Calloway, 

and nowepresident and secretary; William H. Mittler, treasurer; Samuel Jesse 
well, counsel, 

yf 5,000, 











and then play week of Jan. 6 at the 
Cleveland Municipal Auditorium. It 


lerskating Show 
° ° will come to N. Y. for an engagement 
Starting Production} in tne spring. 
—o 


Producer is Roller Corp. of Ameri- 
ca, headed by one Harold Steinman, 
Obviously with an idea to repeat | while Fanchon & Marco will do the 
tremendous b.o, of ice shows in | staging. Rehearsals will be in N. Y., 
. a new group is starting pro-| With Gae Foster routining the 
tion of a ae Follies 4 sa dances, and Sam Shayon and Jesse 

Kaye supervising the booking of 
th a cast of around 70, Show on/tajent. Show is being designed 
ls rather than blades is sched-| strictly for auditoriums and arenas 
to open Dec. 27 in Baltimore | of large size. 


e band 


1 frame 


a. 
o> 
=} 
va & 
>; 
or -_— 


















ANNOUNCING. .... 


The removal of 
all entertainment departments 
of the 


FREDERICK BROS. 
MUSIC CORPORATION 


NTS (Chicago Office) 
orm 520 NORTH MICHIGAN 


1d Mill 


Teagarden Back to Chi 


Chicago, Nov. 18. 

Jack Teagarden orchestra returns 
to Chicago for a four-week date in 
the Panther Room of the Sherman 
Hotel starting Nov. 21. 

Teagarden orchestra was last in 
town a couple of years ago with an 
engagement in the Blackhawk. 


TAXES PAID ON 
5828 JUKERS 
IN MINN. 


Minneapolis, Nov, 18. 


Minneapolis Times  front-paged 
story relating that Minnesota slot- 
machine operators have éome for- 
ward to pay federal taxes on 5,828 
machines doing business illegally in 
Minnesota. Under new law, slot- 
machine operators have paid $218,550 
into the federal internal revenue 
collector’s office, the story points 
out. And, it asserts, the U. S. gov- 
ernment does not assume it has 
touched all the machines in the state 
by any means. 


While the Government puts the 
tax finger on these one-armed ban- 
dits, the state officially ignores the 
illicit business, according to The 
Times. 


That there are more than 5,828 
slot-machines in operation in Minne- 
ota is apparent from the fact that 
many of the swankier resorts in the 
northern part of the state, which 
operate the largest batteries of slots, 
close before Oct. 1 when the tax law 
became effective. These resorts do 
not have to pay the federal tax until 
the machines are available to the 
public. Some places which had long 
rows of slot machines before the 
new federal tax was assessed have 
trimmed down the number,- The 
Times says. 


Band Bookings 


Gene Krupa, Nov. 23, Savoy B., 
N. Y. C.; 25, Coca-Cola broadcast, 























U. of Oregon Tastes Vary; Kyser, 
Dorseys, Martin, Miller Aces 





By Ted Hallock, 44 | 


(Staff Writer, Oregon Emerald) 





Eugene, Ore., Nov. 18. 

You would think that the Indians | 
were still roaming the streets with a 
will from the way major booking | 
agencies pass this campus up. It | 
would be really nice of name band | 
leaders to acknowlege Oregon’s ac- 
ceptance as a state. The people out 
here are actually civilized, have 
groovy musical tastes, and listen to 
all dance remotes avidly. Yet, in 
spite of all this, we are still under- 
nourished in our swing diet. 


In the last five years, occasionally 
a solid crew has slipped through the 
outposts. Eugene is not like Chicago 
however. Unlike studes who attend 
larger type universities, local campus 
kids cannot drop into the Panther 
Room for tea and Krupa. What 
bands we do get here must be im- 
ported for school affairs like rare 
incense, and most of them smell just 
as bad. It seems as though it’s 
necessary to blackmail bookers into 
letting us have any ork, which 
usually turns out to be Car! Ravazza. 

The few bands that have donated 
kicks to Oregon’s cats over the past 
five years have been really fine. 


Three years ago, Paul Whiteman |; 


played for our homecoming celebra- 
tion, drawing 3,000 enthralled 
dancers, who were really knocked 
out by the Teagarden brothers and 
all. This dance, proving that swing 
might be here to stay, served as sort 
of a financial reference for affairs to 
come, so the following year brought 
an influx of gutty crews that re- 
sembled the Great Enlightenment. 
Jimmy Dorsey started the season, 
with Duke Ellington immediately 
following. Both orks were well liked 
and drew fine crowds. Then came 
the king, Benny Badman, and men 
who really sent all concerned. All 
of these little clambakes helped to 
convince the campus fathers that 





swing really would replace baseball, 
so from then on things were solid. 
Crosby’s Click, Kyser’s Riot 
Last year, Bob Crosby played for 
the Senior Ball and really rocked the 


| joint. In spite of the dance’s formal 
| theme, many’s the jitterbugs killed 


+ 


themselves to Robert C’s pseudo- 
Dixieland music. Disappointment for 
real cats, but a boon to the majority 
of Webfeet, was Kay Kyser who 
drew the largest crowds that this 
part of the Oregon territory had 
ever seen. Kyser snagged 5,000 peo- 
ple and put on a very clever show 
in return for all those iron men 
dropped at the gate. Which proved 
to the campus fathers (who were 
grandfathers by now) that the Uni- 
versity guys and gals would turn 
out for a band which could perform 
as well as play. Last outfit to be 
thrown this way by condescending 
bookers was the Russ Morgan bunch, 
which proved to be slightly too 
sticky and was consequently not well 
received. 

The one semi-night club in the ad- 
joining town has been pulling in 
name outfits of late for Sunday tea 
dancing. The manager of the spot 
(Willamette Park) has been well re- 
warded for his daring, in that the 
idea has been supported by ducks 
galore come each successive Sabbath 
eve. Both cats and Kaye addicts 
alike have been satisfied because of 
the fine mixture of swing and sweet 
thus far. The Park opened with 
Erskine Hawkins who kicked like 
mad and was therefore not terrific- 
ally popular. Ted Fio Rito followed 
and was fairly well liked but seemed 
to pour on a little too much show- 
manship for the average ‘sophisti- 
cated’ student. 

Stan Kenton. Newcomer 

Stan Kenton was the true killer 
ol all time for true jazz devotees. 
The largest crowd to attend the Sun. 
nite functions was present for Ken- 
ton’s debut, which was sort of a pre- 

(Continued on page 60) 











N. Y.; 26, Valencia B., York, Pa.; 28, 
Penn A. C., Philadelphia; 29, Sunny- 
brook B., Pottstown, Pa. 

Shep Fields, Nov. 26, party, Astor 
hotel, New York. 

Al Donahue, Dec. 3, indef., Chan- 

Tommy Tucker, Nov. 23, Armory, 
Trenton, N. J.; 25, Arcadia B., York; 
30, Ritz B., Bridgeport, Conn.; Dec. 
4-10, Adams theatre, Newark; 12-14, 
Strand theatre, Syracuse; 15-17, 
Plymouth theatre, Worcester, Mass. 

Tiny Bradshaw, Nov. 21, Genesee 
B., Buffalo; 22, Aud., Toledo; 24, 
Mosque B., Richmond, Va.; 26, Skate- 
land, Newark; 27, Chestnut St. Aud., 
Harrisburg, Pa. 

Bill Bardo, Dec. 12-Jan. 1, Paxton 
hotel, Omaha. 

Lou Breese, Dec. 25-28, Paramount 
theatre, Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Bobby Byrne, Dec. 12, Book-Cadil- 
lac hotel, Detroit; 13, Castle Farms, 
Cincinnati; 16-21, Tune-Town B., 
St. Louis; 22-23, Stephens hotel, Chi- 
cago; 25, Cleveland hotel, Cleveland; 
27, Armory, Sikeston, Mo. 

Cab Calloway, Dec. 3, Memorial 
Aud., Burlington, Vt. 

Dolly Dawn, Nov. 29-30, Queens- 
boro theatre, Elmhurst, L. L, N. Y. 















rthern 
soston, to 
The entire 22nd floor 
of the 


| MATHER TOWER BUILDING 
75 EAST WACKER DRIVE 
after 


NOVEMBER 15th, 1941 
ALL PHONES: STate 0003 


In step with increased business, and to greater 
facilitate the functioning of our “Personalized 
Service” to you, this move to more spacious 
quarters is deemed necessary. 


L. A. FREDERICK, 


President, 
FREDERICK BROS. MUSIC CORP. 




















| weeks, Strand theatre, N. Y. 
Sonny Dunham, Dec. 5, Archibald 
| stadium, Syracuse; 6, Valencia B., 


| York, Pa.; 12, U. of Michigan, Ann 

| Arbor; 13, Oberlin C., Oberlin, O. 
Chuck Foster, Dec. 6, Cedar Lane 

|B., Opelousa, La.; 9-15, Tune-Town | 


| B., St. Louis; 18-31, El Rancho C., 
Corpus Christi, Tex. 

Woody Herman, Dec. 19-21, State 
theatre, Hartford; 26, week, Earle 
theatre, Philadelphia. 

Joe Venuti, Dec. 5, Shubert the- 
atre, Cincinnati; 12, RKO theatre, 
Columbus; 30, Armory, Tiptonville, 
Tenn.; 3l-Jan. 20, Peabody hotel, 
Memphis. 

Will Osborne, Dec. 1, Basil the- 
atre, Washington, Pa.; 4, week, Cen- 
tral theatre, Passaic; 13, Brookline 
C. C., Philadelphia; 14, Ritz B., 
Bridgeport, Conn. 

Artie Shaw, Dec. 2, Ricker’s Gar- 
dens, Portland, Me.; 4-7, Metropoli- 
tan theatre, Providence; 18-21, 
Adams theatre, Newark; 24, White 
City Park, Herron, Il.; 25, Sinton 
H., Cincinnati; 27, Lakeside Park, 
Dayton. 








Jimmy Dorsey, Dec. 12, week,| 
RKO Boston theatre; 19-21, Metro- | siete 6 
| politan theatre, Providence; 25, three | 


For information write 
Greybound Travel Bureau at 
nearest city below: 

New York City « Cleveland, Ohio 
Chicago, Illinois e Philadelphia, Pa. 
Boston, Mass. * Washington, D.C. 
Detroit, Michigan « St. Louis, Mo. 
San Francisco, Cal.» Ft. Worth, Tex. 
Minneapolis, Minn. eLexington. me. 
Charleston, W. Va. ¢ Cincinnati, O. 
Richmond, Va. e Memphis, Tenn. 
New Orbeans, La. ¢ Windsor, Ont. 
44 London Street, E.) « Montreal, 

uwebec, (1188 Dorchester St., W.) 
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Greyhound is the first choice in travel 
for many more reasons than extra 
economy! There’s the extra convenience 
of frequent schedules, handy terminals 
—the extra comfort of traveling in 
smooth-riding, air-conditioned Super- 
Coaches—plus the extra reduction in 
transportation costs when you charter 
an entire Greyhound for a group travel- 
ing together. Next time you go on the 
road—professionally or for pleasure— 
go Greyhound, anywhere in America. 
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ASCAP Clears 


Way In Northwest 


Music Notes 





Daniele Amfitheatrof composing 


and directing music for John Hall’s 


Complies with State of Washington Law —No incie production ‘The Captain of 
Licenses Yet But Expected 


Seattle, Nov. 18. 
By an agreement signed last week 
by ASCAP attorneys, the Society has 


agreed to comply with the Washing- | 


, various forms of licenses available 
under law. 
Negotiation of licenses will put 


ASCAP music back on the air here | 


for the first time since the break 


ton state 1937 copyright law which| with the networks and production 
calls for the filing of its catalog and | ™anagers, program and musical di- 


operation under a per piece fee sys- 
tem. 
legal attack against the law itself. 

Hereafter when a station in this 
staie negotiates a license with 
ASCAP it will drop all suits and 
claims against the Society, with the 
Society likewise relinquishing any 
claims against the station. 

So far no Seattle stations have 
negotiated contracts, but talk is that 
all will in the near future. At pres- 
ent station executives are siudying 





| rectors are looking forward to the 


| time when they wilt be able to use | 
ASCAP also agreed to drop | ASCAP tunes 


in transcription li- 


| braries and also on live programs 


locally produced. 





Mort Greene and Harry Revel 
turned in ‘When There’s a Breeze on 
Lake Louise,” “Your Face Looks Fa- 
miliar,’ ‘You're Bade for’ Me,’ ‘A Mil- 
lion Miles From Manhattan,’ ‘Heav- 
enly, Isn’t It?’ and ‘Let’s Forget It,’ 
to be sung in ‘The Mayor of 44th 
Street’ at RKO. 





10 Best Sellers on Com-Machines 





(Records below 


are grabbing most nickels 
throughout the country, as reported by operators to VARIETY. 


this in jukeboxes 


Names 


week 


of more than one band or vocalist after the title indicutes, in order of 


popularity, whose recordings are being played. 
parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 


and respective publishers.) , 


1. Piano Concerto B Flat (10) Maestro... { Freddy Martin 


Tonight We Love (4) Maestro 


2. Chattanooga Choo-Choo (4) Feist....... | Johnny Long..........Decca 
° : OE as | Re eee eee DeCCAa 

3. I Don’t Want Set World Fire (13) Cherio. )' Tommy Tucker ...... Okeh 
4. You Made Me Love You (6) Broadway.. Harry James ..... Columbia 
*s = {Glenn Miller....... Bluebird 

S.. Elmer’s Tune (3). Robbins.......ccccces ) Andrews Sisters...... anes 
7 ; os {Tommy Dorsey’ ...... Victor 

6. This Love of Mine (5) Embassy...... *** ) Tommy Tucker ....... Okek 
a - { Andrews Sisters....... Decca 

7. Jealous (1) Mills........cccccccceee **** ) Tony Martin..........Decca 
: : Oy eee (Jimmy Dorsey ....... Decca 

Si Sah SG) MOOR ci icctw ees 5 ose cceséess ) Dinah Shore ...... Bluebird 
- ex doe . § Freddy Martin..... Bluebird 

9. Why Don’t We Do This Often? (2) BVC.. ) Kay Kyser........ Columbia 
10. Shepherd Serenade (1) Sheppard....... Andrews Sisters....... Decca 


“see 


Figures and names in 


....Bluébird 
-++.. | Tony Martin.......... 


{Glenn Miiler.......Bluebird 


DISKS GAINING FAVOR 


(These records are directly below the first 10 in popularity, but growing | 


in demand on the coin machines.) 
Do You Care? (Campbell) 
Modern Design (Republic) 


Time Was (Southern) 
B-I-Bi 


Cowboy Serenade (Marks) 


ee ee 
re ee ee ee 


eee eww eee ew eeee 


CRINKEL). cpeciccevsavesecttsds 


eee eee eee eee eee 


| eae WA onc cas eu Okeh 

) Bob Crosby ..........Decca 
Sammy Kaye......... Victor 

{ Jimmy Dorsey ....... Decca 

eevee’ | Charlie Spivak ....... Okeh 


{ Horace Heidi......Columbia 
*eer** ) King Sisters........Bluebird 


{Glenn Miller .....Bluebird 
) Russ Morgan 

















Hello, Jack Robbins: 


P.S.—HURRY—WON’T YOU? 





That Miami sun is waiting for you! 
—Mary Brian, Francis Lederer, Edwin C. Hill, Bennet 


Cerf, Ed Wolf, Irving Berlin, E. Ray Goetz, Phil Spitalny 


—they’ll help you meet 
the Miami moon. / Saab 
Walter Jacobs HOTEL 


All your friends 


MIAMI BEACH 








Decca | 


Koepenick.’ 





Meyer Grace and Harvey Brooks 
| composed ‘What I'd Be Without You’ 
and ‘Got a Million Reasons for Lov- 
ing You,’ for Victor pressing. 





Paull-Pigneer has turned out for 
the city of Baltimore a 25th anni- 
versary edition of the brochure, 
‘Baltimore—Cradle of Municipal 
Music.’ It was written by Kenneth 
S. Clark, of the music firm’s staff. 





Henry Bellaman, author of ‘Kings 
Row’ and a former instructor of 
music, is collaborating with Erich 
Wolfgang Korngold on music for the 
film. 





Dimitri Tiomkin writing the score 
for Edward Small’s picture, “Twin 
Beds.’ 





Neville Fleeson sold ‘I Owe it to 
You’ and ‘Good News Tomorrow’ to 





Southern Music for publication, 
Werner Heymann moved into 
Columbia to score the Loretta 


Young-Fredric March starrer, ‘Bed- 
time Story.’ 





Roy Webb signed by RKO to com- 
pose and direct the score of. the 
David Hempstead production, ‘Joan 
of Paris.’ 


Attack on Tango 
Air Music Fails 
In the Argentine 


Buenos Aires, Novy. 11. 
For an Argentinian to stand up 
right in his own territory and attack 
the tango is like a resident of Flat- 
bush letting go a blast at ‘dem bums’ 


right in Ebbets Field, but that’s just 
what Senor Luis Colombo has been 
doing—and the reaction is just about 
what might be expected. 

Colombo, head of the Argentine 
Industrial Union, is a member of the 
recently-named provisional Munici- 
pal Council created by Acting Presi- 
dent Ramon §S. Castillo. This week 
he proposed a motion for the reor- 
ganization of the municipal radio 
station L.S.-1, declaring, of all things, 
that it played too many tangos. 
It wasn’t long before the local press 
started to mow him down. 

Critica, leading afternooner, spread 
its story over eight columns, lined 
up an array of distinguished musi- 
cians and civic authorities and 
wound up by explaining that the 
tango had the special blessing of a 
Pope, Benedicto XV, as well as many 
other rulers of the Old World. 





Colombo shelved his idea. 





_ Disc Reviews 





27578 ). 


as effective. No vocal. 





Best Release of the Week: 


Tommy Dorsey: ‘Swingin’ On Nothing’—‘On The Alamo’ 
Repeating pretty closely the formula of ‘Yes Indeed,’ the 
‘Nothin’ side is a solidly commercial item though slightly repetitious. 
Arranger Sy Oliver and Jo Stafford vocal. 


(Victor 


‘Alamo’ is neat, but not 











Jimmy Dorsey: 
| Hawaii’-‘Tropical Magic’ (Decca 
| 4034). Machines have another Dor- 
|sey two-tempo winner in first. Good 
| tune, admirably arranged and played 
and lyric got solid treatment by Bob 
| Eberly and Helen O’Connell. Re- 
| verse, vocalled by Eberle, is from 
film, ‘Week-End in Havana.’ It’s fair 
melody. 


‘It Happened 





Wood: ‘Mine’-‘Si,Si 
| More’ (Victor 27642). 
| won’t tumble over one 
get to ‘Mine,’ but Wood 
|Nymphs did neat job on old, but 
still strong tune; counter reaction 
ought to be good. Side gets better 
with repetition. Backing is so-so 
using similar vocal formula. 

Anita Boyer: ‘’Tis Autumn’-‘Make 
| Love to Me’ (Okeh 6442). Formerly 


Some 
Machines 
another to 
and Four 


Barry 


vocalist with Tommy Dorsey, Leo 
| Reisman, et al., Miss Boyer debuts 
'solo on these sides. It’s not very 


t 
| auspicious a start for her fair voice 
}and style; she’s got the material, but 
tripped by using ‘Autumn’ as a mod- 
erate rhythm tune rather than ballad 
speed it needs. She does better with 
the reverse, however, and_ tune 
sounds better than Dick Jurgens’ cut 
at it; still isn’t outstanding enough 
though. 





Charlie Barnet: ‘Blues in Night’- 
‘Isle of Pines’ (Bluebird 11327). This 
is hard to explain, coming from a 
name band. It’s that bad. 





Harry James: ‘Nobody Knows 
Trouble I’ve Seen’-‘You’ve Changéd’ 
| (Col. 36412). James uses spiritual as 

















IRVING BERLIN, Inc. has taken over the current hit 





November 10, 1941 


a 


9 


song entitled “‘GITY CALLED HEAVEN’’ including 


nena 








the exclusive distribution of the song which was formerly 
handled by Music Dealers Service. 


The performances of the song “CITY CALLED HEAVEN” 
will continue to be licensed through Broadcast Music, Inc., 
as per our original agreement with them. 


WARREN PUBLICATIONS, 
New York City. 


in | basis for first, a jump arrangement 


played solidly. Side sells itself eas- 
ily and will go on counters and ‘hot’ 
boxes. Arrangement totes flock of 








solid points in ensemble and James’ 
trumpet breaks. Coupling’s good, at} 
opposite extreme in tempo. James’ | 
horn is muted above strings and | 
good ensemble. Dick Haymes vo- | 
cals. | 

Gene Krupa: ‘Two in Love’-'This | 
Time Dream’s On Me’ (Okeh 6447). | 
Krupa must have seen the light (or a 
sales report). These are best sides 
he’s made in months. Two good | 
pops as they should be played, | 
Krupa’s drums for once in the back- | 
ground. First is done rhythmically, | 
with Johnny Desmond-Anita O’Day | 
vocalling a la Jimmy Dorsey. Re- | 
verse is strong ballad, Desmond | 
lyricing alone. He’g fair. Neither | 
side competes with previous ver- | 
sions, but they’re a step away from | 
lukewarm jive band has made lately. | 





Eddy Duchin; ‘This Times Dream’s 
On Me’-‘Ev’ry Time’ (Col, 36423). | 
Are Duchin and Krupa exchanging 
styles? Former puts a Jan Savitt 
‘shuffle rhythm’ lift into first melody, 
rightly a ballad, and with a fair June 
Robbins vocal it doesn’t come off. 
Counter sales. Reverse is a hopeless 


melody; Miss Robbins-Bill Heath- 
cock lyric. 
Artie Shaw: ‘If I Love Again’- 


‘Rockin’ Chair’ (Victor 27664). Shaw | 
goes into files again and comes up 
with two solidly played oldies. 
‘Love,” collaborated on by Ben Oak- 
land, proves rhythmically service- | 
able material, though it’s unexciting | 
in spots. Clarinet, piano breaks | 
click. Reverse is better arrange- 
ment, also rhythmic, and it’s strong. | 
Latter is good box bet; first is mostly 
for counters, 





Vaughn Monroe: ‘I Struck Match 
in Dark’-‘Something New’ (Bluebird 
11334). There doesn’t seem much 
chance of either these tunes doing 
much for boxes. They’re not strong 
enough melodicaly. But both are 
good examples of Monroe’s voice and 
probably will get counter reaction. 
Second side is best and will do the 
selling. Tempo of each is smooth. 





Tommy Tucker: ‘Rose O’Day’- 
‘When Old Wedding Ring Was New’ 
(Okeh 6448). It takes Tucker a long 
time to get the first side Started; and 
once it gets past a tricked up, sour 
teeoff, it turns out average stuff. 
However, machines are currently 
geared to Tucker and since ‘Rose’ is 





Sueuveuxsvuvevww 





(Continued on page 62) 
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MURRAY BAKER, Prof. Mgr. 


On All Best Seller Lists 


ELMER’S 
TUNE 


Duke Ellington's 
Greatest Song Success 


| GOT IT BAD 
And That Ain’t Good 


Coming! 
EDDIE CANTOR 
in “Banjo Eyes”’ 
Watch for this new musical score 


by Vernon Duke and John Latouche 





HARRY LINK, Prof. Mgr. 


2 Hits by Gordbn and Warren 
from “Sun Valley Serenade” 


CHATTANOOGA 
CHOO CHOO 


I KNOW WHY 
(And So Do You) 


Coming! 
OLSEN & JOHNSON 


in “Sons O’ Fun” 
Watch for this new musical score 


by Jack Yellen and Sam E. Fain 





BEN GILBERT, Prof. Mgr. 


A Solid Hit By 3 Solid Writers 
De Rose, Parish, Kenny! 


ORANGE 
BLOSSOM LANE 


As Big As “Elmer's Tune” 
| GUESS I’LL BE 
ON MY WAY 


Coming ! 
JESSIE MATTHEWS 
in “The Lady Comes Across” 


Watch for this new musical score 
by Vernon Duke and John Latouche 
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’ ASCAP Glad to Co-op With WGN 
\ Contest If Consent Decree Permits 








In answer to a letter asking for 
cooperation in publicizing the sta- 
tion’s current $10,500 prize contest 
for the ‘Great American Operetta’ 


a ASCAP last week informed WGN, 


Chicago, that under the terms of a 
Government consent decree ASCAP 
members are barred from participat- 
ing in the contest. ASCAP pointed 
out that Rule No. 8 of the contest’s 
condition stipulates that ‘the spon- 
sor only désires to acquire the ex- 
clusive rights to perform the win- 
ning operetta by radio broadcasting 


: _and television,’ whereas the consent 


“decree prevents any ASCAP mem- 
ber from licensing his works on an 


» exclusive basis. 


WGN was also informed that 
- ASCAP would be glad to go along 
with the station in stimulating inter- 
est in the contest among its members 
if this exclusive condition was so 
revised “as to bring it within the 
restraints imposed by the decree. It 
is understood that WGN’s lawyers 
are giving their attention to this 
provision in the rules. 


WSAI SIGNS, 
WLW FOLLOWS 


WSAI, Cincinnati, has signatured 
a new licensing agreement with 
ASCAP and James Shouse, general 
manager of the Crosley broadcasting 
interests, Monday (17) informed the 
Society that a similar agreement 
covering WLW will be forthcoming 
in a few days. 

Entry of WLW on the ASCAP rolls 
will go a long way toward relieving 
the concern expressed by ASCAP 
» publishers over the absence of a ma- 

jor local outlet for their current 

plugs in this area. 











Chuck Rinker has returned to the 
professional staff of Mercer & Mor- 
ris, Rinker is also the publisher of 
‘B-I-Bi,’ currently listed among best- 
seller tunes. 


y% 
vi 


15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week Ending Nov. 15) 





Tonight We Love.,.....Maestro 
Set World on Fire.......Cherio 
Shepherd’s Serenade....Mayfair 
You and I oovees Wan 
Concerto for Two.......Shapiro 
By U By O -e- Majestic 


ee eee 


City Called Heaven...,...Berlin 
EE SRG, | cin c0ckedee Robbins 
Chattanooga Choo Choo... .Feist 
tere eee eer 
My Sunshine..... ..... Southern 
Concerto in B Flat...... Robbins 
I Found You in Rain..,..Porgie 
= Saree cccces Mer 


This Love of Mine......Embassy 








TO JOIN MARKS 
VS. ASCAP 


Right of Broadcast Music, Inc., to 
act as a co-plaintiff with the E. B. 
Marks Music Co. in a test suit against 
ASCAP was upheld by the Appellate 
Division of the N.Y. supreme court 
last week. Principle which BMI 
seeks to have adjudicated is whether 
Marks as a publisher has the right 
to dispose of the performing rights 
of his catalog even though some of 
the writers involved have assigned 
the same rights to ASCAP. BMI’s 
victory in the higher court was only 
partial in that the Appellate Division 
ruled that BMI must file an amended 





complaint. 
In its original complaint BMI, 
which has a five-year agreement 


covering the performing rights in 
the Marks catalog, had combined two 
sets of composers. The Appellate 
Division ordered that the two sets 
be separated as far as trial of the 
action is concerned. 





E. Y. Harburg and Burton Lane 
turned over the royalties of their 
song, ‘Share a Little,’ to Community 
Chest drives everywhere. 








BMI WINS PLEA 


WQXR RESUMES ASCAP 


Not One of N. Y. Locals to Stay 
Through the Fight 








WQXR, New York, last week re- 
signed with ASCAP. Most of New 
York’s independent stations con- 
tinued with ASCAP after the radio- 
ASCAP war broke Jan. 1, but 
WQXR was not among them. 

WQXR’s F-M affiliate W2XQR, 
was also included in the agreement. 





Louis Dreyfus 
May Be Stuck 





Max Dreyfus, head of Chappell & 
Co. and other publishing firms, 
Lsought frantically last week to aid 
his brother Louis and the latter’s 
wife and daughter when he learned 
that they were having difficulty get- 
ting passage from Lisbon to London. 
There was a long waiting list before 
them and it looked as though they 
would be stranded in Portugal for 
several more months. 


The British branch of the Dreyfus 
family, after a long stay in the 
United States, planed to Lisbon about 
two months ‘ago. Louis Dreyfus had 
figured that he and his family would 
have to wait but a week or two be- 
fore obtaining accommodations for 
the remainder of the journey. Louis 
Dreyfus himself is a British citizen. 


SEARS ROEBUCK MAKES 
ROBBINS BULK BUY 








Chicago, Nov. 18. 
Niles Leuck, in charge of radio, 
piano and music sales for Sears 


Roebuck mail-order and chain stores, 
has closed a 200,000-copy blanket 
deal with Jack Robbins for his songs. 
These embrace 100,000 copies at 7c 
of the standard reprints; and 100,000 
at 22%c of the popular standard 


stuff. 
This is an experimental blanket 
deal for the 75 ‘A’ stores, and may 


open up music counters in some 325 
more S-R outlets. 

Robbins will provide a special dis- 
play rack for his publications. 





In Portugal 





ASCAP Publisher-Directors Split 
On Continuing Buck as Prez by 11-1: 
Writers Would Retain Him in Office 


ASCAP board of directors will 
meet today (Wednesday) 
specified purpose of electing offi- 
cers but the chances are that no 
such action will be taken because of 
a tangle that has developed between 
the publisher faction on the board 
and Gene Buck, ASCAP president. 
The disposition among publisher- 
directors yesterday (Tuesday) was 


to postpone the elections indefinitely, 
which would leave Buck in the 
position of holding office without 
having received official confirmation 
for another year’s term. The post 
pays $35,000 a year, some $10,000 in 
expenses. In addition, Buck, as a 
writer, enjoys a fixed income of at 
least $3,000 a year. His top ASCAP 
presidency salary was $50,000. 
Election Impasse 


Elections have been deferred for 
some months because the board 
preferred to wait until the new di- 
rectors, as stipulated by the consent 
decree, had been named by the 
ASCAP membership. The president 
of ASCAP can not be elected unless 
he has received at least a. two- 
thirds vote of the board. Since the 
board members are currently so 
split on the choice of a president 
that the required two-thirds vote 
could not be achieved, the indica- 
tions are that Buck will remain in 
office unless some solution is found 
for the impasse. 


At a special meeting held last 
week by the 12 publishers on the 
ASCAP board all but one agreed to 
oppose the re-election of Gene Buck 
and they delegated a committee to 
call on Buck and ask him whether 
he would be willing to retire from 
the presidency providing they were 
able to arrange a retirement salary 
of $25,000 per annunm. Buck’s 
answer was a flat ‘no,’ adding that 
he would stick because the writers 
wanted him. Buck has been the paid 
president of ASCAP since 1931. 
Under the bylaws, the writers can 
keep Buck in the president’s chair 


indefinitely by opposing any other 
candidate. 
The publisher-director who ex- 








pressed himself as favoring the re- 


for the | tention of Buck in his present post 


was A. Walter Kramer, of Galaxy 
Music Co., who was recently elected 
to as a representative of the stand- 
ard group. Kramer is also a writer 
member of ASCAP. 


MERGE CLAIMS 
OF BMI, ASCAP 
IN CANADA 


Toronto, Nov. 18. 
BMI (Canada) and the Canadian 
Performing Rights Society (collec- 
tion agency here for ASCAP), have 
got together in the proposed increas- 
ing of fees from radio, motion-pic- 


ture theatres and juke-box owners. 
Schedule of-increased fees has been 
placed with the Federal govern- 
ment under the Copyright Amend- 
ment Act, this administered by 
Secretary of State Casgrain, and any 
objections to the proposed fees must 
be filed with the Secretary of State 
before Nov. 30. The objections will 
then be studied by the Copyright 
Appeal Board. 

BMI and CPRS want a fee of $20 
in 1942 for each motion-picture 
projection machine; an annual fee of 
$10 on ‘all machines adapted to per- 
form musical works from records 
when a coin is inserted.’ On the 
radio end, BMI (Canada) and the 
CCRS proposes to collect from all 
Canadian broadcasting stations a 
considerably higher figure than in 
1941. In that year, CPRS collected 
$107,612; the 1942 schedule for radio 
stations calls for $203,660. BMI has 
collected $13,451 in 1941 to-date; 
they want $116,377 in 1942, this com- 
puted on the rate of 8c per licensed 
radio set, there being 1,454,717 such 
sets in Canada, this as of March 31 
this year. 
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Bob Crosby.....'. 
Xavier Cugat. 
Dolly Dawn. . 
Gene Krupa... 
Louise Massey. . 
Jose Morand.... 





ALREADY RECORDED BY 


Connie Boswell........... 


Roy-Rogers.......000.- 





ALREADY RECORDED BY 
Decca SESS § Chearioteers . nce ccccese: Okeh 
. - Decca 4028 | Art Jarrett.............. Victor 
...Columbia 36424 | Gene Krupa.............Okeh 

.Bluebird 11345 |] Kay Kyser..... cceece es « + Caan 
. Okeh (soon) | Tony Martin.............Decea 

. Okeh 5147 | Glenn Miller............. Bluebird 
...Decea 4026 | Russ Morgan........ ....Decea 
. Decea 5987 | Roy Smeck Serenaders..... Decca 
Ne MEM vod esseeses Victor 


a 


t LOVE 





ALREADY RECORDED BY 

6310 | Bob Crosby..... 00 occ e e+ DOCS 4027 
27534 | Benny Goodman..........Columbia 36305 

6266 | Harry Horlick...........Decea 18068 
36244 | Sammy Kaye............ Victor (soon) 

3989 | Enric Madriguera......... Victor 27487 
11235 | Frankie Masters..........Okeh (soon) 

3983 | Glenn Miller.............Bluebird 11287 

4025 | Artie Shaw.............. Vietor 27354 
27528 





EDWARD B. MARKS MUSIC CORPORATION > RCA BUILDING + RADIO CITY 


FRANK HENNIGS, GENERAL PROFESSIONAL MANAGER 
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Damm of WIMJ, Milwaukee, Urges 
NBC Stations Help on BMI Expense 


W. J. Damm, of WTMJ, Milwau- 
kee, has started a movement among 
NBC affiliates for them to agree vol- 
untarily to split with the network 


the 1.2% fee that NBC has offered | 


to pay Broadcast Music, Inc., on 
hookup commercial ,business. When 
this proposition is consummated BMI 
will for the first time be collecting 
at the source on network commercial 
programs. These payments will also 
go a long way toward insuring an 
income of $1,000,000 a year, which 
sum, it is estimated, BMI will re- 
quire for maintenance. 

NBC heretofore has been com- 
pensating BMI only on_ business 
cleared over its managed and op- 
erated stations. The fee in such 
cases has been 1.6%. 

The letter which Damm wrote 
Niles Trammell, NBC prez, on the 
sharing plan, was as follows: 

‘We want to go on record, in view 
of the splendid attitude taken by 
NBC at last week’s BMI. meeting, 
that we will rebate to NBC an 
amount equivalent to that which 
NBC will pay to BMI in clearing 
BMI music used on network pro- 
grams carried by WTMJ. This ought 
to be the first formal notice of this 
kind that you have received. 

In an announcement from BMI 
yesterday (Tuesday) it was stated 
that CBS had also agreed to sign a 
contract running from March, 1942, 
to March, 1950, at the rate of 1.2% 
on network business. It was also 
said that the stations in the lowest 
income class will have their maxi- 
mum fees reduced from 1% to %% 
and those in the highest income 
group from 1.66% to 1.2%. 


GLENN MILLER ASKS 
ASCAP MEMBERSHIP 


Glenn Miller’s publishing firm, the 
Mutual Music Society, has applied 
for membership in ASCAP. 

Regent Music Co., which is owned 
by Benny Goodman and his brother, 
Harry, is reported as considering a 
Similar move. 

Roth, at present, license through 
BML 











Jack Perry Pro Mer. 
For A-Y-B in New York 


Chicago, Nov. 18. 
Jack Perry, veteran music man of 
Chicago and for many years in 
charge of the Ager, Yellen & Born- 
stein office here, goes to New York 
as professional manager. 
Will be replaced here by Harry 


Reinhold, who has been with BMI 
locally. 








| CHARLTON WITH ASCAP 


No 





Newsstand Folio Publisher 
Longer Deals With BMI 





Charlton Music Co., which pub- 
lishes a lyric folio for newsstand 
distribution, has begun to work out 
contracts with ASCAP publishers, 
after dropping Broadcast Miusic., 
Inc., but retaining its tieup with the 
E, B. Marks Music Co. 

One deal made by Charlton last 
week covered the songsheet right to 
the catalog of Shapiro, Bernstein & 
Co. 


Pirated Songsheets Are 
Pretty Thoroughly Under 
Restraint, Morris Reports 


Edwin H. Morris, president of the 
Music Publishers Protective Asso- 
ciation, in making his annual report 
to the membership yesterday (Tues- 
day) declared that the illegal song- 
sheet racket has been practically 
eliminated in this country and that 
the MPPA is now able to prevent 
any mobs from moving in on such 
enterprises. Morris spoke at the 
association’s annual meeting in the 
Hotel Astor, N. Y. 

* Morris’ report stated that there 
were still a couple of spots, Ohio and 
California, where contraband song- 
sheet distributors were active but 


these, he added, were receiving the 
MPPA’s attention. By suppressing 
the racketeering element, Morris 
pointed out, the revenue from the 
sale of songsheets has been diverted 
into legal channels so that publishers 
were now collecting thousands of 
dollars from this source. 


Directors elected at yesterday’s 
(Tues.) meeting were Max Dreyfus, 
Louis Bernstein, Lester Santly, Saul 
Bornstein, Jack Bregman, Jack Mills, 
Johnny O’Connor, Edwin H. Morris 
and Dick Murray. 











WFIL Has NAPA License 


Philadelphia, Nov. 18. 

WFIL yesterday (Mon.) signed a 
contract with the National Associa- 
tion of Performing Artists for the 
use of recorded music on WFIL and 
its FM adjunct, W53PH. 

The signing of the NAPA contract 
followed by two weeks the inking 
of an ASCAP termer for both sta- 
tions, 








‘User Groups 
Menace the 


Writers —Zaret 


At the invitation of Irving Caesar, 
president of the Songwriters’ Pro- 
tective Association, advocates of a 
unionization of songwriters met late 
yesterday afternoon (Tuesday) with 
the SPA’s executive council to ask 
support for the movement. The in- 
vites included spokesmen for the 
Song Writers Guild and the Ameri- 
can Federation of Songwriters, both 
of which organizations started their 
efforts at unionizing within recent 
weeks. 

Spokesmen for the Guild and the 
Federation seem to be in accord on 
one point, and, that is, if any writ- 
ers’ union is to be effective it must 
represent the overwhelming major- 
ity of popular and standard writers 
regardless of whether they are affil- 
iated with ASCAP, BMI, or any 
other similar organization, The BMI 
writers who instigated the Song 
Writers’ Guild have expressed the 
opinion that their organization must 
include ASCAP as well as BMI writ- 
ers so that BMI will not, if it 
chooses, be able to play one group 
against another. 

Hy Zaret, chairman of the Guild’s 
organization committee, stated last 
week that unless the songwriters 
gather themselves in a single organi- 
zation they will in time find their 
interests seriously impaired by the 
large user groups. He also contended 
that a single union embracing all 
songwriters is necessary to prevent 
a chaotic condition in which radio 
taking advantage of the absence of 
organization among the writers 
would continue to whittle down 
their income and various rights un- 
der the copyright law. 

It developed last week that the 








Ted Koehler and Harold Arlen 
cleffed six ditties for ‘Sepia Sym- | 
phony,’ all-Negro revue being 
readied in Los Angeles, Tunes are |} 
*‘You’ve Got Me Sittin’ on a Fence,’ | 


‘Here Goes,’ ‘The Moment I Laid 
Eyes on You,” ‘You Don't Love Me 
Any More’ and ‘Let’s Hit the Nail on 
the Head,’ to be published by Mills 
Music Co. 








| BMI group would have to drop the 


use of the name, Song Writers Guild, 
because there had been in existence, 
but quietly so, a social organization 
which had a previous right to the 
moniker. This social group suddenly 
became active Monday night (17) 
and elected officers. They were: 
John Redmond, president; Lee 
David, first v.p., and Nelson Cogane, 
treasurer. 
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Recorded By 








BING CROSBY... Decca 
HORACE HEIDT~...Columbia 
ART JARRETT..-. Victor 
JOHNNY LONG... Decca 
TONY PASTOR. .. Bluebird 
LANNY ROSS_.--- Victor 
DICK TODD_...--. Bluebird 
TOMMY TUCKER. .Okeh 


MAYFAIR MUSIC CORP. 


SHEPHERD 
SERENADE 


By KERMIT GOELL 
and FRED SPIELMAN 


PRESENTS 





and 











MAYFAIR MUSIC CORP. 
“1619 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 


ANNIVERSARY 
WALTZ 


By AL DUBIN 


BING CROSBY... . Decca 
TOMMY DORSEY. .Victor 
EDDY DUCHIN...-.Columbia 
GENE KRUPA.....Okeh 
JOHNNY LONG_.-._Decca 
FREDDY MARTIN. -Bluebird 
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DAVE FRANKLIN 
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| Was My Valley.’ 


NBC, CBS, Mutual-Plugs. 


Following tabulation of popular music performances embraces all three 
networks—NBC, CBS and Mutual—as represented by WEAF—WJZ, WABC 
and WOR, N. Y. Compilation herewith covers week beginning Monday- 
through Sunday (Nov. 6-10), from 5 p.m. to 1 a.m., and is based on data 
provided by Accurate Reporting Service, regular checking source for the 
music publishing industry. 
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Inside Stuff—Music 


David L. Podell, special copyright counsel to ASCAP, who was paid 
$25,000 when retained at the time the negotiations with the broadcasters 
threatened to bog down, is reported having asked another $50,000 fee but 
was voted $35,000 last week. Board members, who inquired, were told 
that Podell held the Society together at its severest crisis. 

New York state’s Lieut. Governor Charles Poletti received two $25,000 
fees a year ago, when the consent decree was being formulated, thus add- 
ing to ASCAP’s staggering total for the Blackstone disciples, since the 
Society has been legally beset in more than half the states in the union in 
the’ past couple of years. ASCAP blamed radio for this antagonism. 








‘A Greeting in Song,’ a congratulatory card in songsheet style, is being 
marketed by Arthur Fields (and Hall), radio and phonograph singer. 
The card is a miniature songsheet, with art cover. Twenty original song 
numbers covering birthdays, anniversaries and kindred subjects are in 
the catalogs. Retails for 10c and is being sold principally in novelty 
stores. 

Fields’ idea sprang from numerous requests for copies of original songs 
he used on his radio program. Gave away a lot before he found out he 
could sell them. 





ASCAP faction of the music industry is watching with no little amuse- 
ment to see how the song pickers for the Lucky Strike Hit Parade (CBS) 
will solve the dilemma that is bound to face them as ‘Concert f or Two’ 
continues to move upward on the sheet bestseller list and run ahead of 
‘Tonight We Love’ on network plugs. Melodies of both numbers are 
Tschaikowsky’s Concerto in B-flat minor. Because of its clearance through 
BMI ‘Tonight’ got the initial exploitation breaks. Since the ASCAP-net- 
works peace ‘Concerto For Two’ has been steadily challenging ‘Tonight's’ 
status as No. 1 favorite of the Tschaikowsky melody’s adaptations. 


Songwriters are being used by the Mills Novelty Co. in the making of 
their coin-machine shorts. Hoagy Carmichael has been set for two clips, 
one built around his ‘Stardust’ and ‘Lazybones’ melodies, and the second 
based on his ‘Hang Kong Blues.’ They’re being made on the Coast. 

Carmichael sings and plays piano and is aceompanied in the first by 
Dorothy Sandridge and Peter Ray, dance team, and in the second by 
Michi, Chinese hopper. 





ASCAP officials last week expressed themselves as puzzled by the 
concern voiced by picture-owned publishing firms over what the latter 
have termed ASCAP’s unauthorized inclusion of television rights in the 
terms of the new licensing agreement with radio. It is pointed out by 
ASCAP that whereas no mention is made of television in the new contract 
forms the opening paragraph of each contract refers to it as being ‘a 
license to publicly perform by non-visual broadcasting, etc.’ 





Jerry Vogel, who has been annexing old song copyrights through deals 
with estates of the original authors, discovered that Joyce Kilmer’s ‘Trees’ 
(Schirmer song publication originally) was first copyrighted in an obscure 
Poetry magazine in: 1913, and he kas made a deal for the renewal rights 
with Mrs. Kilmer. Part of the deal calls for some 25 other song poems 
previously set to music by divers sources. 

John Latouche and Earl Robinson, who came to Jack Robbins’ attention 
with their ‘Ballad for Americans,’ which he published, have since split. 
Latter is signed to Chappell, and Latouche has been teamed with Vernon 
Duke for a number of Robbins musical comedy scores, etc. Incidentally, 
Robinson, who’s the tune-writer (Latouche does lyrics), does his composing 
on a guitar, strumming out melodies that way. 


SILVER’S NEW STAFFERS 

Lincoln Music Corp. has tied in , ' 
with 20th-Fox for publication of a | Chicago, Nov. 18. 
song written by Abner Silver ang| Bob Cole has been named general 
Benny Davis based on ‘How Green | professional 





= — 


Cole with R-K in Chi 





manager of the Roe- 

|Krippene music office with head- 
Harry Hoch and Danny Franklin | quarters in Chicago. 

have been added to Silver’s staff at | 

Lincoln Music. 


—.- — 
SER ERB BaSB 
s 


Cole has been with several music 
companies in the past. 
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BESBSSRBB BER eeeeeeees 
Song of the century — 


MISIRLOU 


XAVIER CUGAT—(Columbia) MITCHELL AYRES—(Bluebird) 
WOODY HERMAN—(Decca) WAYNE KING—(Victor) 
HARRY JAMES—(Columbia) JOSE MORAND—(Decca) 
CAROL BRUCE-—-( Decca) ALFREDO MENDEZ—(Standard) 
HAROLD GRANT—(Standard) 


(ALL PROFESSIONAL MATERIAL AVAILABLE) 


COLONIAL MUSIC PUBLISHING CO., INC. 


Chicago 168 W. 23rd St.. New York Los Angeles @ 
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Pennsy Rum Board in Nitery Drive Vs, | 5% Mitwanke Cafe Fire 
Cover-Up Operators for Undesirables »"."s:, ost vu 


Philadelphia, Nov. 18. 
The State Liquor Control Board 
last week began a campaign to stamp | 


out the practice of nitery owners | 


hiding behind so-called ‘straw men’ 
in the operation of spots dispensing 
liquor. A warning was issued that | 
any spot found operating under a | 
liquor license in the name of anyone | 
other than the actual proprietor 
would have the permit revoked. 

First to make the net in the new 
campaign was Earl R. Harlan, op- 
erator of the Rock Run Cafe, a road- 
house near Coatesville, Pa. The State 
charged that the license was in 
Harlan’s name, despite the fact that 
he wasn’t the real owner. ; 

Chief object in rooting out the 
‘straw’ licensees, board officials said, 
was to weed out undesirables in the 
nitery biz. Persons with criminal 
records cannot obtain liquor per- 
mits, so they make applications in 
the name of others. It is this type 
of operator that the liquor board 
is determined to stamp out. 


The revocation of the Rock Run's 
permit was the first revocation in 
the Philly district in a month. It 
was in line with Governor Arthur 
H. James’ recent warning that the 
State would cut down on allowing 
license suspensions to be ‘compro- 
mised’ by a $10-a-day fine. In cases 
where infractions are serious, said 
the governor, he would press for 
revocation, rather than imposition of 
fines. 





Deodlies Weaver succeeded Jimmy 
Ames at the Grace Hayes Lodge on 
the Coast. 
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LAURA DEANE DUTTON 


America’s Newest 
Singing Star 
Appearing at 
Le Coq Rouge, New York 


Personal Rep.: Wallace Downey 
Dir.t Music Corp. of America 
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Peterson plea. 





Benny the Bum ‘Unfair’, 
Union Rules in Slugging 


Phiadelphia, Nov 18, 
Benjamin Fogelman (Benny-the- 
Bum) last week renewed his old 
feud with the Musicians Union and 
once more is on its ‘unfair list.’ 


Union officials claim that Fogel- 
man beat up Local 77's investigator, 
Jimmy Perri, when he_ entered 
Benny’s bistro last Wednesday (12) 
on his usual round of inspection. 
Fogelman claimed that Perri started 
the row. At any rate, the union 
pulled out a musical trio and piano 
player. 

A couple of years ago Fogelman 
was accused of slugging several 
union officials when they sought to 
collect money alleged to be owed an 
orchestra playing Benny’s Broad- 
street spot, now the Club Bali. 


ADAMS, NEWK. 
GOES FULL WK. 


Newark, N. J., Nov. 18. 

The Adams theatre has shifted 
from its three-day weekend vaud- 
film schedule to full seven days. 

Following a summer closing, the 
Adams reopened two months ago 
with the three-day stage and pic- 
ture program, and it’s clicked big at 
the b.o. 

In order to eatch additional at- 
tendance on a night that’s usually 
dull, and to assist agents as well as 
break-in acts, Adams is offering five 
additional acts each Monday night. 
The extra entertainment has been 
jamming the house. 


Won't Be Feazed 


. Springfield, Mass., Nov. 18. 

Though the reopening is still 
tangled in legal obstacles, Sam’s 
Diner, Post Road nitery, is being 
refurbished to the tune of $10,000 
pending settlement of bankruptcy 
and other court headaches. 

Judge Thomas J. Hammond in 
Superior Court has made no decision 
yet on petition for writ of certiorari 
against Springfield License Commis- 
sion and Massachusetts Alcoholic 
Beverages Control Commission. He 
indicated, however, to counsel for 
Arthur Peterson, the petitioner, that 
he might revoke award of all-alco- 
holie license to Diner’s new operator, 
Frank D. Lennehan, but couldn’t see 
how he could eompel transfer to 
Peterson, one of several in waiting 
line. Lennehan would file again, ob- 
serving technicalities that led to 
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Milwaukee, Nov. 18. 
Tony Rinsella’s Dutch Mill, a 


a regular stand for touring dance 
bands, was destfoyed by fire Fri- 
day night (14). A $50,000 loss was 
only party covered by insurance. 

Spot drew great summer crowds 
in the resort area popular with Chi- 
cagoans and was the scene of sev- 
ral slot machine highjackings as well 
as a bombing last summer. 


NEGRO VAUDER, 
PHILLY, SOUGHT 


Philadelphia, Nov. 18. 
A petition, backed by the Negro 








citizens here last week asking that 
the Lincoln theatre, long shuttered, 
be reopened as a Negro vaude house 
in order to give employment to 
Negro actors, musicians and theatre 
personnel, 

The papers pointed to the hefty 
grosses recently chalked up by 
colored entertainers at the Stanley- 
Warner Earle and leading niteries as 
‘proof’ that such entertainment was 
in demand. There has been no all- 
colored vaude theatre in Philly since 
the closing of the Nixon-Grand 
about four years ago. 

Lease on the Lincoln, in Phily’s 
‘Harlem belt,’ is ownefl by Moe Wax, 
operator of a string of filmers in 
Negro sections. Wax is loathe to 
reopen the Lincoln on the grounds 
that it would create competition for 
his Royal and Standard, both near- 
by. 

Sam Stiefel, operator of Fay’s, 
West Philly vaudfilmer, is taking 
over the Shubert, to converteit into 
a colored vaude house. 





Detroit Colored Shows 
Detroit, Nov. 18. 

Colored stage shows will be fea- 
tured by Ben and Lou Cohen when 
they open their 2,000-seat Town the- 
atre, which has been closed since 
they took over last spring. Qpening 
has been set for Dec. 26 and book- 
ings so far include Bill Robinson, 
Louis Armstrong, Rochester, and 
Jimmie Lunceford. 
The house will operate on a scale 
of 55c, close to the figure in the 
downtown first-runs, but in attempt- 
ing to use first-run product the 
house, because of the booking dif- 
ficulties, will have to settle for sluffo 
product, which helps account for the 
emphasis on the stage. 


Bill Robinson Barred 
From Mass. Hoofing 
On Sundays by Edict 


Public Safety Bureau of Sunday 
Censorship of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts ruled last week that 
if Bill Robinson would eliminate all 
dancing from his act, in addition to 
such words as ‘damn’ and ‘hell,’ he 
could perform in Massachusetts on 
Sundays until further notice. Noth- 
ing is said about using cuss words 
or dancing the other six days of the 
week. 

Besides Robinson the bulletin from 
the office of Commissioner Eugene 








press, was circulated among colored” 
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The Good Old Days 
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Herewith appears a ‘Variety’ review of a N. Y. Palace bill of 20 vears 
ago. The intention is to reprint these weekly using the relative weet. of 1921 
with the current date of issue. No special reason in reviving these reviews 
other than the interest they may have in recalling the acts which were 
playing at that time, the manner of putting together a big time show (dook~ 
ing), which radio stations may find pertinent, and as a resume of the style 
of vaudeville reviewing of that day. 








(Reprinted from ‘Variety’ of Nov. 18, 1921) 


PALACE, N. Y. 





The Palace opened to two capacity performances Monday with Babe 
Ruth, the headliner, assisted by Wellington Cross. The Babe refused to be 
feazed by the Broadway opening. He was perfectly at home. Much credit 
should be handed Cross for his perfect feeding. The Babe read his lines 
like a veteran but muffed some laughs Monday on account of a bad cold 
which made his voice inaudible on some. He got away with a song and 
also handled the mind-reading portion of the travesty. Ruth and Cross 
were in the next to shut spot. The appearance of the big slugger in a 
Yank unie was the signal for a long reception, during which the demon 
slugger bowed and grinned his acknowledgment. A line of Cross’ that 
pulled a big laugh was just before Ruth’s first entrance, Cross remarking: 
‘Ruth is on his way here, so telephone to Chesterfield and have him bring 
over an application blank.’ Ruth dodged the speech thing at the finale of 
the turn and told one of Cross’ old gags instead. He made a nice appear- 
ance in his civilian clothes for the travesty mind-reading bit. 

The bili was all jazzed around after the matinee. Harry and Anna 
Seymour moved up a notch to fourth, switching with Roger Imhoff and 
Co., who took- the fifth spot and the comedy hit of the bill with ‘The Pest 
House.’ Imhoff’s tad characterization is the best thing of its kind on the 
vaudeville stages. His clean-cut conception makes the performance stick 
out like a sore thumb. His vaudeville tour has been one howl after an- 
other until “The Pest House’ has been handed the palm of one of the best 
comedy sketches in the show business. 

Sam Berk and Juanita Sawn opened with their classy dancing turn. The 
pair scored an unusual success considering the position. They opened at 
8:05 to a continuous stream of walk-ins, but had to take four legitimate 
bows at their finale. 

Jack La Vier deuced it with talk and trapeze stunts. La Vier has a 
good idea and gets many a laugh with his contortions in ascending to the 
bar. His talk is spotty, the laugks coming with long lulls between. The 
chatter can stand revisement, some of it being moth eaten. La Vier is in- 
clined to overdo the ‘mugging.’ He closed to solid applause with the 
trapeze routine and the accompanying monolog. 

Elizabeth Brice in ‘Love Letters,’ the former Chas. King vehicle, by 
Edgar Allan Woolf, was third, moved up from the opening after inter- 
mission spot. The switch was justified, the act not holding the strength 
for the later spot. Gattison Jones is featured and turns in some nifty 
hoofing that was needed. Miss Brice handled her numbers with Jones in 
the Brice fashion. The act is constructed around a novel idea, but the 
dialog is inane, silly and ancient. The attempts at comedy were total 
failures, the lines allowed no latitude whatever. Miss Brice handles the 
four characters formerly allotted to a quartet of girls. 

The production is sumptuous, each letter calling for « full set. Al 
Hockey wanders through the four scenes as an embryo song writer without 
a chance from the script, but comes into his own at the piano, accompany- 
ing Jones’ dancing specialty, which stopped the act. The latter whanged 
over a buck and wing and essence routine that erased his earlier efforts 
at light comedy with unairy persiflage. Leo Edwards and Howard Rogers 
have several worthy special numbers in the act which, coupled with the 
Brice personality, saved the turn from a total flop. 

Harry and Anna Seymour, fourth, kidded and clowned their way to 
safe results. For an encore Miss Seymour did a new impersonation of 
Fannie Brice singing ‘My Man.’ She spotted the orchestra four bars but 
managed to finish in front nevertheless. The Seymours could stand a new 
act, notwithstanding their success Monday. They have played around the 
metropolitan houses many, many, times with the present vehicle for many, 
many seasons. 

After intermission Victor Moore and Emma Littlefield, in ‘Change Your 
Act,’ picked up the comedy tempo. They were moved up from the clos- 
ing position. Many appearances at the Palace have taken the edge off 
Moore and Littlefield, but they went as strongly as ever Monday night. 
The Moore turn is a comedy classic. The pair were forced to the usual 
speech. The stage hand in the cast was the only new bit. 

Craig Campbell copped the artistic hit of the evening with a well- 
balanced song repertoire. Opening with an operatic exterp the tenor sang 
a light ditty with a clever lyric and followed with ‘Because of You,’ a 
ballad well suited to his voice. A piano solo by Hector MacCarthy, mar- 
velously done, was a trifle too long. Campbell closed with Canio’s Lament 
from ‘Pagliacci,’ delivering it with fine dramatic effect to heavy returns. 
The Bambino and Cross next, with Henry Santrey and Band closing the 
show. Santrey got on about 11:04, but held them well with his showman- 
ship. During the recitative bit with comedy effects they began to walk. 
The business in ‘one,” which he and Anna Seymour have been doing on 
their joint engagements, had to be shelved owing to the lateness of the 
Santrey appearance. It was a tough assignment on a long show. Con. 














Just Returned 
From Successful Engagement in South America 





E. McSweeney also mentions Eddie 
Lambert and Co., Jimmie Lunce- 
ford’s Orch, Morgan, Ott and Cross. | 
Eddie Dyer, Velma Middleton and 
Three Jacks. In case of Lambert, 
the commissioner requires elimina- 
tion of all objectionable dialog and 
action as well as dancing if the act 
is to perform Sundays. With regard 
to Morgan, Ott and Cross, the bu- 
reau requires the ‘elimination of | 
women’s bare legs’ (Sundays). 

Commissioner McSweeney states 
that the acts listed will be permitted 
to exhibit on Sundays providing the 
deletions (ie. Robinson’s dancing) 
are made and a written statement 
to that effect is forwarded to the 
Bureau of Sunday Censorship. 


Marcus, AGVA Sign 


Chicago, Nov. 18. 

A. B. Marcus has signatured an 
agreement with the American Guild 
of. Variety Artists here calling for 
100% membership in the AGVA for 
all performers in Marcus shows. 

Marcus unit has been set into the 
Oriental here for week of Nov. 28 at 














$5,500 guarantee and a split, . 


JACK and MURRAY 


LANE BROS. 


Now Appearing 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL, NEW YORK 
Direction — BILL MILLER 

















HELEN ANDREE REYNOLDS presents 
under Her Personal Management 


THE ORIGINAL ONE AND ONLY 


§ Helen Reynolds Skating Girls 8 


“IN A TEMPEST OF SPEED AND THRILLS” 
HELD OVER 3 WEEKS — Roxy, New York 


Thanks to: JESSIE KAY 
DAVE SOLTI, Representative GEO. A. HAMID, Inc. 


RICHARDSON SKATES USED EXCLUSIVELY 
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House Reviews 











EARLE, PHILLY 





‘+: are standout. Specialties are 
a yames Infirmary,’ ‘Happy Feet’ | 
and ‘Blues in the Night. 

Show closes on the note of Shaw’s 
nifty ‘Clarinet Concerto,’ with leader 
shining with the instrument. 

Biz when reviewed (Friday after- 
noon) found the house about three - 
fourth’s filled. Shal. 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 








Charlie Spivak Orch, Garry | 


Stevens, Stardusters (4), Ruthie 
Barnes, Wesson Brothers (2), Don 
Arres, Hank Henry & Co. (3); News- 
reels and Shorts. 


Everything goes over with the 
softy Flatbush audiences, so the solid 
receptions become meaningless. Even 
so, the current show is generally 
acceptable entertainment, with a 
couple of strong acts and Charlie 
Spivak’s orchestra as a Satisfactory 
framework. But business was only 
moderate at the final show Thursday 
night (13). 

Spivak’s eloquent trumpet is, of 
course, the chief attention-getter for 
his band. Leader gets a remarkably 
mellow tone from the _ instrument 
and, on his trumpet solo arrange- 
ment of Massenet’s ‘Elegie,’ occa- 
sionally gives almost the impression 
of the violin for which the composi- 
tion is intended. Unlike some of the 
other trumpet - playing leaders, 
Spivak doesn't overdo his solo bits, 
so the audience doesn’t become sur- 
feited. Otherwise, the crew has 
reasonably interesting arrangements 
of fairly wide variety. 

Of the individual acts, Ruthie 
Barnes opens the show with skillful 
and well-presented taps; Don Arres 
offers the same Latin-American bari- 
tone selections he did at the Roxy, 
N. Y., for an extended engagement 
recently, and the two Wesson 
Brothers run through their familiar 
list of impersonations. All are 
standard turns and all click here. 


The Stardusters, a gal and three 
men vocalists, have been together 
some time, but still show room for 
improvement. Arrangements are 
rather ordinary, with few of the 
type that a group of this kind can 
use so advantageously. Voice blend- 
ing seems imperfect, particularly on 
low chords. Gal has a _ pleasant 
voice and might be given more solo 
lines. She’s also a looker, but would 
make a better appearance if she 
wore stockings. 

Hank Henry and Company, on for 
the longest turn of the acts, pulls 
plenty of laughs, but not continu- 
ously. Henry himself is a comical-. 
looking guy, with a shrewd delivery 
and nice timing. Man and woman 
with him need more to do, and the 
act needs more closely-knit material. 

Hobe. 


GOLDEN GATE, S. F. 


San Francisco, Nov. 12. 


Edgar Bergen, Stump & Stumpy, 
Steve Evans, Dave Monahan & Mor- 


ris, Mickey King, Peggy O'Neill 
House Line (12), Charles Kaley 
House Orch (13); ‘Look Who’s 


Laughing’ (RKO). 

With Edgar Bergen on stage open- 
ing day in honor of the world preem 
of ‘Look Who’s Laughing,’ in which 
he’s starred, house opened nearly 
two hours earlier than usual, but 
still had holdouts before the first 
Stage show at 12:30. 

Bergen took the closing spot, 
walking on pushing a high stool on 
which was perched McCarthy garbed 
a la Foreign Lesion. Bergen went 
directly into 10 minutes of 
which had the jam-packed house 
hanging on his every word. Mob of 
a.k.s and kids was as big as any ever 


sten here. For a bow, Bergan said 
a few words about being ‘glad to be 
here,’ but even a curtain close-in 


failed to quiet the fans. 
Regular portion of the vaude bill 


opens with house line and ‘World 
on Fire’ song solo by Kaley, fol- | 
lowed by a web act, Mickey King, | 
who clicks Purple velvet shorts 


look faded under a bright spot, how- 
ever, detracting from appearance, 
gal being okay looker and _ skillful 
rope worker otherwise. 
Monahan and Morris, 
xylophone team, deuee. 
pounding hot versions of ‘Whisper- 
ing,’ ‘Song of Islands’ and ‘Hold That 
Tiger, Monahan mounts a stool and 
proceeds to beat out ‘Wooden Sol- 


boy -gir] 


dier’ with mallets stuck in toes of ! 


his shoes. Then adds four long hand 
mallets, coordinating hands and feet 
in ‘Gypsy Sweetheart’ for smash re- 
‘urns, mob going for the novelty. 
Stump and Stumpy, couple of Har- 
lem hot-footers, on next. Although 


like most of these acts, sheer exuber- | 


ance and energy are major points. 
But boys have some clicko novelty 
stuff, including a Donald Duck vei"- 


‘ion of ‘Amapola’ and a ‘Ted Lewis | 


n technicolor’ bit. 
__Last of the regular bill is a single. 
ye Evans, yvith somewhat .spotty 





Continued from page 24 








imitations of Joe E. Brown, Hugh 
Herbert, Popeye and others. Has 


some good stuff, but couldn’t quite 


get 


sophisticated crowd. 


in the groove with the early 
mob; should do better with iy more 
Tern. 








SHUBERT, CINCY 


Cincinnati, Nov. 15. 


Ben Bernie Band (14) with Bailey 
Sisters (2), Don Saxon, Tune Poets; 


, Atcher Trio, Calgary Bros. (2), Jerri 
| Withie; ‘Girls About Town’ (Col). 





| bits of 


i clude 





Coming out of radio hibernation 
for a stretch of six or more weeks in 
theatres, the Ole Maestro has assem- 
bled a combo that whacks out an 
hour of solid entertainment. As 
ever, Bernie’s personality, easy-and- 
sure salesmanship dominate the pro- 
ceedings, yet he is always gracious to 
acts in letting them hold the spot- 
light. 

Band and singers are the same as 
heard with Bernie on the Wrigley 
week-day, quarter-hour programs 
networked by CBS. Don Saxon, 
baritone, clinches with ‘Old Man 
River’ and ‘World on Fire.’ Bailey 
S'.:rs toss a knotter with ‘Little 
Abner,’ in which Bernie joins for 
comedy characterizations; ‘Man That 


Comes Around,’ ‘Yes Indeed,’ and 
‘Fraidy Cat.’ 
Apron offerings sandwiched be- 


tween orch tunes and vocals are by 
Jerri Withie, okay in two tap rou- 
tines; the Atchers, surefire western 
harmonizers, and the Calgary Bros., 
standard clickers in comedy drunk 
pantomime. The Tune Poets, guitar, 
bass fiddle and piano-accordion play - 
ers from the band, also contribute a 
worthwhile specialty. 

Bernie continues faithful to cigars 
from start to finish, and for the intro 
totes his violin, but never plays it, 
as usual. His flow of gab is smart 
with local flavoring. For the Cincy 
engagement Bernie proudly reminds 
the customers that his drummer, 
Tommy Reynolds, is a native of this 
burg. Koll. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 


current 
national 


Predominant note of the 
week’s newsclip parade is 
defense. Domestically there isn’t 
much else among the topical bits. 
Most impressive of the exhibits 
which serve to show the course that 
American rearmament has taken is 
that of the world’s largest bomber, 
the B-19. The views, both exterior 
and interior, were taken during the 
ship’s final test flight. A twin cyno- 
sure of marvel is the super Martin 
patrol bomber, the Mars, aptly de- 
scribed by the clip’s announcer as an 
ocean liner with wings. Both these 
aerial wonder bear the Par- 
amount tag. 

Paramount’s version of Armistice 
Day celebration leads off the show 
It combines excerpts from the speech 
of President Roosevelt from Arling- 
ton cemetery with glimpses of pa- 
rading soldiers in New York. 
reports from the defense front in- 
the 
oil tanker (Fox), experiments with 
all-metal air fields (Pathe), the cam- 
paign of the O.P.M. to show small 


|manufacturers throughout the coun- 


try by exhibits on two special trains 


| where they can specifically fit in one 


patter | 


After | 


Bellringers here. | 


|of the defense requirements (Paihe) 


and Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt sounding 
the keynote of a drive for materials 
conservation among consumers dur- 


ing the national emergency (Pathe). | 


Of the imported clips the one tha 


comes closest to home is Universal’s 
age from Iceland. In it are snap- | entourage 


me 


hots of a couple invalided survivors 


from the destroyer Kearny and 
closeups of some American solaiers 
auiring a pair of local blondes. The | 
atter bit might be construed as con- 
veying a note of encouragement for 
“rorpective assignees to the ame 
island. Metro shows a British squad- 


ron carrying out practice maneuvel 
practi@@ly in Mussolini's 
while Fox furnishes an exc 


onstration of British parachute 
troops in precision tests 
The domestic disaster department 


is represented by but one item. 
a panoramic shot of the 


| Dunkirk, N. Y.., 
list of 12 killed and 20 injured. 
Odec 


Cincy Holds Copa Revue 





1 Monte Proser’s Copacabana 
has been renewed for two 


That makes six in all. 
show 


anc 


| cinnati. 


| 
Copa has played 


hotels 
| ments for nitery revues. 


New . York. 


Unit Reviews 





H’wood Sweater Girls 


Boston, Nov. 15. 
Kim Loo Sisters (3), Anne Nagel, 
Cecilia Parker, Dick Baldwin, Stuart 
and Taylor, Mary Healy, Peter Lind 
Hayes, June Preisser, Barbara Pep- 
per; ‘3 Girls About Town’ (Col). 


This sightly, shapely collection of 
Hollywood starlets is drawing good 
trade here, and the unit moves along 
at a fairly zippy clip. But the best 
bet in the show wears no sweater. 
he’s Peter Lind Hayes. 

This lad, working as m.c. through- 
out most of the unit, brings the gals 
on and off with a skilled hand and, 
in his own act, really goes to town in 
impersonations and eccentric hoofing. 
Hayes, son of ex-vaude sitar Grace 
Hayes, has a load of talent and the 
ability to sell his diversified material 
with a nice flourish. Does imperson- 
ations of H. B. Warner, Ronald Col- 
man, Allan Jones, Charles Boyer, 
Lionel Barrymore and Carmen Lom- 
bardo (with one foot in the groove’). 





Other | 


launching of an 8,000-ton | 


backy ara, 


ing aem- 


It’s 
mechanical 
damage caused by the train wreck at 
which had a casualty 


revue | 
more 
weeks at tne Netherlands-Plaza, Cin- 


sundry 

theatres and opens up | 
|; a new avenue for amortizing invest- 
It opened 
originally at Proser’g Copacabana, in | nicely. 


Got a swell reception. Closes with 
a nifty drunk bit and eccentric 
dance. The drunky thing is perfectly 
timed, but runs a bit too long. 





| 


| 
| 
| Kim Loo Sisters and Stuart and | 


|'Taylor help bolster the unit. Sisters | 
| vocal ‘Set World on Fire’ and ‘You 
| Ain’t Nowhere’ to nice effect and 


Stuart and Taylor corn it 


bucket. 

As far as the Hollywood talent is 
concerned, they breeze through the 
show in routines that are thin and 
synthetic, and the sweater gag is 
|simply a teaser. Gals walk on with 
the knitted goods only for the finale. 
| Anne Nagel plays a scene from 
‘Night Must Fall’ with young Hayes, 
j but the latter steals it, taking the 
; Robert Montgomery part. Cecilia 
| Parker and Dick Baldwin work hard 
!in a love scene, but the material is 
too much to overcome. Mary Healy 
clicks in a dramatic vocal of ‘Night- 
ingale in Berkeley Square’ and en- 
cores with ‘Let’s Ge. Awcy .szrom 
It All,’ dualed with Hayes, her hus- 


‘Gives Out Here?’, 
a brief acro dance to good effect. 
Barbara Pepper has a session, in the 
old burley manner, with Stuart and 
Taylor and Baldwin making love to 
her. Just about makes the grade. 
Judging from reports on the open- 
ing of this unit a few weeks ago, 


better gait, with indications of a suc- 
cessful tour. Fox. 





Revue of Tomorrow 
(BROADWAY, CHARLOTTE) 


Charlotte, N. C., Nov. 14. 
Stevens Bros. and Big Boy 
Bea aid Her Brothers (4), 





Jerry 
| Clark’s Adorables (8), Milt Hen- 
| ken’s Orch (6); ‘For Beauty’s Sake’ 
| (20th). 

Closing act, a rassling bear, saved 
Harry Clark’s ‘Revue of Tomorrew’ 
| from being just another unit. The 
| bear, named Big Boy, and no bad 


factor himvelf, is greatly enhanced 


Stevens brother who turn the act 
|into one of the most hilarious ever 
| seen here. 

| Act ovens with one of brothers 
bringing bear out on stage, putting 
him through some mild antics, in- 
1cluding brief terping. Then Stevens 


youngsters from audience 
to come up and ride the bear. A 
|planted moppet comes up, attempts 
ito mount bear, is tossed on floor and 
|retreats hastily. Then fun really 
{starts when Stevens asks for a man 
an@® wrestle the brown 
The remainder of the Stevens 


icalls on 


,to come up 
bruin. 


come up, and from there 
on it is slap-happy bedlam, with the 
bear contributing his share. Act was 
| strictly sock with audience 

After an unimpressive tart, Bea 
and Her Brother et warmed up 
on a vor ‘ing turn and show they 
are capable of ome ifty piping 
Their first two offerings, ‘World on 
Fire’ and ‘Maria Elena,’ are strictly 
O-sSO Group come to life on 
Booglie Wor e Piggy’ with neat 
novelty arrangement that pleased 
Return to do ‘You and I’ for an en- 
core. Quartet is generally short on 
showmanship. 

The Carloe . who open, are just 
another acrobatic act, but draw 
heavy on handclaps. Jerry Page and 
Wilbur, veniriloquist turn, is weak. 
Page is un:mpressive in his own 
right. while dummy is hard to un- 
derstand at times, likewise never 
being developed into a strong per- 


sonality. Material is so-so and best 

bit comes where Page drinks a glass 

of milk and keeps dummy gabbing. 
Billie Clark’s Adorables are pleas- 


ing in the line. They open show 
with a rousing ‘Hi Neighbor’ num- 
ber. Then they're back for brief! 


routine in which Dorothy Schaeffer, 
from line, takes spot for a fast solo 
tap. Their third appearance, with 
long dresses and parasols serves as 


background for Bea and Her 
| Brothers. Band backs up show 
House half full on show 


caught. Just. 


‘Sweater Girls’ is running at a much | 


up with | 
surefire variety from the old hokum | 


| 


Night Club Reviews 


COTILLION ROOM, N.Y. 


(HOTEL PIERRE) 


Peggy Fears, Bert Allerton, Wil- 
liam Scotty (8) and Nick Raymond 
orchestras (5); $2.50 and $3.50 mini- 
murs (Sat.), $3.50 dinner table 
Whote. 


Prime attraction about the Cotil- 
lion Room, nee the Corinthian, of 
the Hotel Pierre, is the room itself, 


said to be patterned after the Chi- | 


cago Ambassador's Pump Room, with 
decor by Samuel A. Marx of Chi. 
It’s one of the snazziest boites in 
town and, given half a chance on 
exploitation and divertissement, it’s 
a cinch for the chi-chi trade that 


plays the Perona-Ferry-Billingsley 
circuit. 
Capt. Alastair Mackintosh, once 


married to Consiance Talmadge and 
w.k. in the Nassau-Palm Beach belt 
aS a pal of the Windsors, is the Fefe 
Ferry of this room, a_ personality 
greeter with socialite following. Un- 
like Ferry, he’s not a showman. 


| 


| 


| 


| Turner, Tiriza, Chorus 


There’s not enough comph in what | 


the Cotillion Room has to offer, other 
than the decor itself. And _ custo- 
mers have never be<n known to pay 
a minimum charge for a 
So it’s strictly a case of cafe values, 
to be properly set off in the ultra en- 
vironment. 

Peggy Fears, of course, is a corm- 
petent chanteuse, in fact better than 
ever, but not different or distin- 
guished enough to tee off the new 
policy. That goes for Adelaide Mof- 
fett, songstress, slated to follow Miss 
Fears in a couple of weeks. Latter, 
of socialite background herself, none 
the less is not sufficiently new or 
different. Had Mackintosh shopped 
around or consulted current stand- 
ards it would have given the Cotil- 
lion a sockier impression on its de- 


| but. 


band. June Preisser’s offering is a 
comedy song with Baldwin, ‘How 
About a Little Kiss?’ and ‘What | 


then finales with | 


Room, therefore, faces an uphill 
merchandizing fight and is only just 
going in for exploitation. In every 
respect it’s ultra from service to cui- 
sine. The vintages and impressive 


;}menu. are in the Colony groove, al- 





though not as steep, but people need 


|something beyond that to lure ’em. 
| William Scotty’s and Nick Raymond’s 


bands, the straight and Latin com- 
bos, are adequate but, likewise, not 
distinguished. 


| the Louis Armstrong orche 


museum, | 





As regards the talent in hand, Miss | 


Fears—still with that attractive 
blondined coiff—harks back to Shu- 
bert, Carroll and Minsky for a deft 
opener; thence ‘Nearness of You,’ 
‘You Never Know’ (snecial lyric) 


and ‘Falling in Love With Love,’ her- | 


alded by her as her fave waltz bal- | 
| perience, 


lad. Bert Allerton, table magico 


is ° a2 .32 24 , 
| thev label him prestidigitator for the 


Page and Wilbur, Carloes (2), Billie | 


by the bedlam slapstick of the Four | 





(5), | $2.50 


minimum—is another 
d’ouvres. Adjoining Cafe Pierre 
cocktail lounge has Pliner & Earle, 
picnologists. for-coclkizils and sun- 
per; Ariel Ferry at the cocktail ses- 
ion; and Monica Moore, who im- 
pressed at Sans Souci, Havana, last 
winter, vocaliziny in her New Vork 
debut for the after-theatre sessions 
No minimum now, as against the 
$2.50 tariff when Felix Ferrv ran 
the Cafe last year. Abel. 


LYNCH’S, PHILLY 


(WALTON HOTEL) 


Philadelphia, Nov. 15, 
Jackie Miles. Deval, Merle and 
Lee, DuVal, Birdie Dean, Castaine and 
Barry, Glamour Girls (18), Cheena 
DiSimone Dancers (6), Neil Fontaine 


Orch (8). Chavez Rhumba Band (8) 
Helene Heath, Rose Gallo, Grace 
O’Hara: no minimum or cover, din- 


ners $1.50 up 


Lots of variety in the showbill pre- 


sented at Lynch’s rooftop gay spot 
this sesh, with something for every- 
body’s tastes 

Jackie Miles ha leveloped into 
an excellent ow! . both a 
emcee and co ( Unde h han 
dlin tie how ¢ nu¢ viftly 
Ore of the best of | routines is a 
recapitualtion of the show for late 
come! Another o yf Miles’ trick 

to step into the bandstand and play 
every instrument And the lad 1: 
lenty versatile 


Deval, Merle and Lee are a slam- 
bang comedy ballroom trio, two guy 
and a tiny femme who gets an un- 
merciful tossing. The team is ham- 
pered by comparatively small space, 
some of their best tricks having to 
go into the discard. 

DuVal, working ith a_ blonde, 
unbilled assistant, is clicko in his 
legerdemain, netting his best palm- 
thumping with his mystifying trick 


of pulling miles and miles of colored 
ribbons and handkerchiefs from a 
seemingly empty metal tube. 

Birdie Dean twists herself into be- 
wildering knots in her contortionist 
act, 


handsome dance team are holdovers 
whose terpwork is pleasing. The 
Cheena Di Simone Dancers, three 


men and three gals, are plenty zingy 
in their Latin rhythmatics. Clad in 


pacing with swift versions of the 
conga, rhumbka, samba, ct al. 

The production numbcis zre up to 
the Jack Lynch standard, with lots of 
bankroll for costumes and routines 
stage by Midge Fielding. 

Music is dispensed in a workmane 
like manner by Neil Fontaine for 
American rhythms and Chavez and 
his octet for the south-of-the- border 


stuff. Helene Heath, Rose Gallo and 
Grace O’Hara take care of the 
warbling and piano-tinkling in the 
Tropical cocktail lounge. 

Nitery was almost filled when 
caught Thursday (13). Shal. 


GRAND TERRACE, CHI 


Chicago, Nov. 12. 
Armstrong Orch (16) with 
Woods, Ain Baker; Son & 
Charlie & Dotty, Howard 
(2), Margaret Watlsins, Alma 
(12). 


Louis 
Sony 
Sonny, 
Bows 


In the center of Chicago’s Harlem 
this nitery has had an vo-:nd-down 
existence, but it’s presenily on the 
up-side through the apnearance of 

tra. 
great all- 
excep- 
showmanship, 
makes 


Armstrong remains a 
around performer and an 
tional trumpeter. His 
added to fine musicianship, 
him the attraction that he is. He 
spends just a few minutes in the 
floor show doing two numbers, but 
they are enough to give the show 
the necessary sock. The band re- 
mains solid, stressing loudness and 
exuberance. 

There is almost too much in the 
long floor show. It has a good deal 
of talent, however, headed by Son 
and Sonny, who dynamiied this 
audience with their great hoofology.’* 
Standard colored razzle-dazzle dance 
team, they’re a cinch anywhere. 
Charlie and Dotty are a good-look- 
ing boy and girl dance team and 
come up with some.so3%d and neat 
stepping for flash and interesting 
work. Howard Boys are unusual in 
their hand-to-hand hbelancing rou- 
tine, for it is unusual to find a col- 
ored acrobatic act. They rate as a 
good novelty. 

Alma Turner is a fasi tapsier who 
knocks off a guick number following 
some introductory vocalizing. Tiriza 
is supposed to be an ‘exotic’ dancer. 
The billing means nothing. She 
manages a few ccoches, bumps and 


twists, but it’s waste of time. Mar- 
|garet Watkins is a good vocalist 
{with a nice singing flair. Ann Baker 


'also werbles a couple of ditties as 


hors | 


the Armstrong canary. Put the real 


sclid jack of the tonsil-waggling is 
relichle, standard Sorny Woods, a 
| grand colored singer with real ex- 


polish end a great sense 


of what the public went. Girl line 
is so-so. So what? In the final 
analysis, it’s Armstrong they come to 
|}see and hear. Gold. 


| of America’s 


| of budget, 


| ‘St. Louis Blues.’ 


while Castaine and Barry, a} 


lcolorful costumes. thev add to the! 


CLUB LIDO, FPR.ISCO 


San Franciseo, Nov. 12. 


‘American Fell ' acith Pobby 
Vernon, Hie Thoin icon, Eddie 
‘Bumns’ Menetii, Avdcil * Monet, 
Jessie Draner, Americeunet (10), 
Glamour Girls (6), I id Drayer's 
Orch (7) Minimum ; 

Possibly the most elaborate show 
attempted at the Lido, the new 


Music Corp. 
shot here 


American Follies unit is 
first major 
under Herman Stein, who came to 
town recently with word that he 
planned to educate Frisco to bigger 
things. 

This seemingly includes the matter 
revue here carrying 16 
girls against the town’s normal nitery 








maximum of 10. However, allowing 
for opening-night rou Stein 
has cooked up a shov lich is bete 
ter than many seen on the Lido floor. 
Produced hb Joris P off, opener 
lear off ¥ th the gal epping and 
) air both ine nad how girls 
iy oka l Hie 
7 ompsol ballet tay j ime on 
front of the line, } } rams 
oe into | ne numover, 
Continued t e 62) 
New Act 
FIVE BON BONS 


Singing and Instrumental 
15 Mins. 
Apollo, N. Y. 


Boys require additional grooming 
before better theatre and nitery 
dates. Unit consists of two guitars, a 


bull fiddle with four of the five sing- 
ing. 

Imitation of the Ink Spots’ ‘Do I 
Care’ is okay, also their version of 
The climaxer is a 
vocal impression of Bill Robinson as 
he sounds over the radio. This is 
standout and should be reserved for 
a finish. 

‘This Love of Mine,’ vocal, is 
poorly handled and drawn out to 
ir<erminable length. Act as a whole 
is overlong. Instrumental work is 
good in snots Mori 


RT eo 


= ek IEPA NE ts Re oy EA 











~—e 


6 eet tg rn We ep eating dab Sot = 


Tio. 


a eign oe RD Me ae ee 


seam gene 


Fa yi fiat 


= duanpnyr. 


st 


Pi 





aa —atreetnertattme te 


ea 


_ 


e 


SE Sean CL aegerte tT ee 


pies, 0, 
sodemaw sevensne. 


54 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, November 19, 1941 








Variety Bills 


WEEK NOVEMBER 21 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show. whether full or split week. 














Paramount | 





NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (19) 
Harry James Orc 
Ray Bolger 
Franklyn D'Amore 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (21) 
Gil Lamb 
Nicholas Bros 
Hollywood Blondes 
Singing Commanders 
MIAMI, FLA. 
Olympia (20-23) 
Cina & Cortez 
Tom & B Wonder 


Harry Savoy Co 
Raye & Arthur 
Alt Latell 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Orvheum (20) 
Will Bradley Bd 
Lynn Royvee & Vanya 
Trixie 
Al Bernie 
NOV BURGH 
Ritz (24) 
Tommy Tucker Ore 
Danny Drayson 
Gordon Racketeers 








Warner 





NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (21) 
Woody Herman Ore 

Billie Rogers 
The Stapletons 
Lowe, Hite & Stan 
(14). 
Teddy Powell Orc 
Hudson Wonders 
Paul Sydell 
Sue Ryan 
BROOKLYN 
Strand (20-24) 
Mitchell Ayres Ore 
Sally Rand 
W Brown & Ames 
4 Comets 
(14-17) 
Jan Savitt Ore 
Allan Carney 
ack Leonard 
eVal, Merle & Lee 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (21) 
Ink Spots 
Erskine Hawkins O 
Moke & Poke 
Red & Curley 








(14) 
Artie Shaw Orc 
The Colstons 
Bob Dupont 
PITTSBU RGH 
Stanley (21) 
John ‘Scat’ Davis O 
Andrews Sis 
Maysy & Brach 
Joey Rardin 
(14) 
Jimmy Dorsey Ore 
Tip, Tap & Toe 
Bob Evans 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (21) 
Johnny Long Ore 
Billy DeWolfe 
4) 
The Roxyettes 
Lester Oman 
Brown & Ames 
Canestrellis 
Stuart & Lea 
UTICA 
Stanley (25-27) 
Ted Lewis Ore 





Loew 





NEW YORK CITY 
State (20) 
Jack Beekman 
The Canestrellis 
Nelson Novelettes 
Condos Bros 
Jack Durant 
Martha Raye 


WASHINGTON 
Capitol (20) 

Rhythm Rockets 
Lew Parker 
Juggling Jewels 
Peggy Bernier 
Callahan Sis 
Nora Williams 








RKO 








BOSTON 
Boston (21) 
The Faludys 
Allen & Kent 
The Briants 
Ruth Terry 
Ritz Bros 
(14) 
H’ wood Sweater Gis 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (21) 
Orrin Tucker Ore 
Bonnie Baker 
Ambassadorettes 
Billy Reyes 
(14) 
Folies Bergere 
CINCINNATI 
Shubert (21) 
Boone Co Jamboree 
4) 
Ben Bernie Bd 
COLUMRUS 
Palace (21) 


Folies Bergere 
(14) 
H’'wood Blondes 
Masters & Rollins 
Leni Lynn 
Gil Lamb 
Nicholas Bros 
DAYTON 
Colonial (21) 
Ben Bernie Bad 
(14) 
Hell-a-Belloo 


(Two to fill) 
FLORAL VARK 
Floral (20 only) 

Sutton & Lee 

Valentine Vox 

DeQuincy & Givens 


George Freems 
3 Shades of Rhythm 


FREEPORT 
Freeport (21 only) 
Sutton & Lee 
Valentine Vox 
DeQuincy & Givens 
George Freems 
> 


3 Shades of Rhythm 


GLEN COVE 
Cove (20-22) 
3 Sparks 
Harriet Hutchins 
Lightner & Roscella 
Bob Howard 
4 Kanazawas 
HARRISBURG 
State (24-26) 
Blackstone Show 
HARTFORD 
State (21-23) 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Christy Choir 
Raul & Eva Reyes 
The Seilers 
(20 only) 
Jan Savitt Ore 
Carroll & Howe 
Yost's Mimic Men 
Burns 2 & Evelyn 
HEMPSTEAD 
Hempstead (18-19) 
3 Sparks 
Harriet Hutchins 
Lightner & Roscella 
Bob Howard 
4 Kanazawas 
FALL RIVER 
Empire (26-22) 
Teddy Powell Ore 
Phil Baker 
Johnny Mack 
Martez & Delita 
JAMAICA 
Jamaica (19-23) 
Jenkins & Piowboys 
Farrell & Mack Sis 
Jack Carter 
Mary Vachon 
Kay & Karol 
LYNBROOK 
Lynbrook (22 only) 
Sutton & Lee 
Valentine Vox 
DeQuincy & Givens 
George Freems 
3 Shades of Rhythm 
NEWARK 
Adams (20) 
Bill Robinson 
J “Lunceford Ore 
Miller Bros & Lois 
Vilma Middleton 
PASSAIC 
Central (20) 
Louis Prima Ore 
Barry Wood 
BK West & L Page 
Chuck & Chuckles 
C H’wood Canines 


Glenn & Jenkins 
Wells & 4 Fays 


PHILADELPHIA 
Slim Timblin Co 


Peaches Strange 
Lewis & Ames 
Anthony, Allen & H 


Sammy White 


Canfield Smith 
PROVIDENCE 


H’ wood Sweater Gis 


Coq Rouge Midnight Gypsies 


Laura Deane Dutton 

James Copp, ITI 

Nelson & Hartt 
Cue Club 

Key Men 

Dorothy Ross 

| Bobbie Engels 

|'Nirma Cordova 

Louise Carlysle 


Flaine Jordan 
Dora Maugham 
Robert Raymon 
CGieoffrey Hale 
Rochelle & Beebe 
(Rhumba Room) 


Julia Gerrity 
Diamond Horseshoe | Fish & Gold 
Mae Murray The Three Debs 
Nita Naldi 
| Betty Compson 
| Dorothy Lewis 
| Carlyle Blackwell 
iJoe E Howard 
Ross Wyse. Jr Peggy Fears 
June Mann Bertallerton 
Della Lind Wm Scotty Ore 
Geo Fontana 
9 lag (Cafe Pierre) 
Charles King Pliner & Earle 
Mangean Sis Ariel Perry 
Clyde Hager Monica Moore 

Fl Chico Hotel Plaza 
Don Alberto Ore (Versian Koom) 
Padilla Sis 
Teresita Osta 
Victoria Barcelo 
Antonio de Cordova 


Gien Miller Ore 


Hotel Pierre 
(Cotillion Koom) 


Gower & Jeanne 
Jean Sablon 


Hotel Roosevelt 


Chauncey Grey Ore/| Kenny Gardner 


Andre Bodo 
Charles Inwald 
Famous Door 
Sammy Walsh 
Babe Russin Ore 
Caryl Gould 
51 Club 


Carolyn Biddle 
Marion Joyce 


Hildegarde 
Bob Grant Ore 


Hotel St. Moritz 


Garron & Bennett 
*Eva Barcinska 
Blue Drake 

lL. & E Roberts 
Rernice Byres 








Hotel Park Central 
(Cocoanut Grove) 


Juan Donrigues Ore 


Hotel Pennsyivania 


Nick Raymond Ore 


Dick Gasparre Ore 


El Morocco Guy Lombardo Ore 


Chiquito Ore Hotel Savoy-Plaza 


(Cafe de la Paix) 





Greta Lewis 
Bill Hall Ore 


Old Roumanian 


Freddie Bernard 
Sasha Leonofft 
Jerry Withee 
Nila Ramos 
Joe La Port Ore 
Andy D' Aquila 
Place Elegante 
Ernest Franz Ore 
Bill Farrell 
Vincent DeCosta 
Art Tubertini 
Victor Harte 
Bert Felton 
Queen Mary 
Jerry Blanchard 
Dorothy Tanner 
Jack Wallace Ore 
Babe Slater 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Jerry Blanchard 
Kimi Toye 
Boyd & Smith 
White Sis 
Rainbow Grill 
Russ Smith Ore 
Ashburns 
Joan Roberts 
Rainbow Room 
Matty Malneck Ore 
Velero Sis 
Russell Swan 
Ruth Page 
Zetya Milskaya 
Ruban Bleu 
Mabel Mercer 


Claridge Hotel 

(Mayfair Room) 

Marty Magee’s Ore 
Club Nomad 





Iris Karyl Ford Harrison Ore 


Tiny Kaye 











Carrie Finnel 
James Copp, III 
R Dyer-Bennet 


Adia Kuznetzoff 
Nastia Poliakova 
Marusta Sava 
Mischa Usdonoff 
Lunia Nestor 


Spivy’s Roof 
Tana 
Eddie Mayhoffe 
Barbara LaMarr 
Haywood & Allen 
Frank Shuman 
Spivy 
Village Barn 
Anthony Trini Ore 
Jose & Mona 
P & F Cunningham 
Towne & Knott 
Ed Ricard 
Wivel 
Connie Joyce 
Baron & Bernay 
Versailles 
Max Bergere Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Mili Monti 
Frances Mercer 
Edward Trevor 
The Barrys 
Marion Chandler 
Mary Lou Bentley 
Kay Buckley 
Eleanor Moore 
Joyce Ring 
June Sevier 
Mira Stephans 


ATLANTIC CITY 


Paddock Int'l 


Zorita 

Marie Kibbey 
Vicki Cooper 
Paddockeers Ore 


(Palm Room) 








BOOKING THE NATION’S LEADING INDEPENDENT 


VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 


EDWARD SHERMAN 


‘1619 BROADWAY 


NEW YORK 


COL. 5-0930 


Al Francis Ore 
Sue Mitchell 


Ritz Cariton Hotel 
(Merry Go Round 
Room) 


Eddy Morgan Ore 


Traymore Hotel 
William Madden O 


Village Garden 











(Black Horse Pike) 


—————=g | Don Gibson 





SOUTH RIVER 
Capitol (21-22) 
Cass Bros & Hazel 


WASHINGTON 





Butter, Beans & 8 
Willie Bryant 


Sunnyside (22-23) 
Marten Bros & F 
Happy, Tom & Jerry 


WORCESTER 
Plymouth (17-19) 


YOUNGSTOWN 
Palace (24-27) 


Henny Youngman 
Johnny Barnes 








Cabaret Bills 





Arthur’s Moulin 
Rouge 
Yvonne Bouvier 
Adama & Lisa 
Patricia York 
Dolores Baron Ce 
Armanido’s 


Geo Morris Ore 
Pedrito Ore 





Milt Britton. Bd 

Faith Bacon 

4 Skating Marvels 

Phyllis Colt 
ROCHESTER 


Ted Lew is (0re 
JAMAICA 


Alden (21) 
Sally Rand 











Independent 





NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (20) 
Ken Davidson 
Hugh Forgie 
Frances Cassard 
Robert Shanley 
Hilda Eckler 
Jerry Brandon 
Rockettes 
tlee Club 
Corps de Ballet 
Erno Rapee Syvmph 
Roxy (21) 
Estelle & LeRoy 


Belett & English B 


Joey Faye 
Diane Davis 
Reynolds Skaters 
Archie Robbins 
Apollo (21) 
Charlie Barnet Bd 
Al Lane 
Hazel Bruce 
Sam Manning 
4 Plack Rirds 
Pickin Joe 
Freddie & Flo 
Windsor (20-23) 
Chas Spivak Orc 
Don Arres 
Wesson Bros 
Henry & Alda 
Ruthie Barnes 
Riviera (23) 
Ciro Rimac Orc 
San Souci Danc 
(Three to fill) 
ASTORIA 
Steinway (21-23) 
Gus Van 
Helen Honan 
Maxine Bros & Bob 
Carl Dawn Co 
6 Grays 
BROOKLYN 
Flatbush (20) 
A! Donohue Orc 
Frances Faye 
Hal Le Roy 
The Nonchalants 
C Fredericks Co 
Marine (23) 
Sutton & Lee 
Valentine Vox 


DeQuincy & Givens 
George Freems 
3 Shades of Rhvthm 
Mayfair (22) 
Murray & Moss 
Seed & White 
The Karolis 
Georgie Kay 
Eddy, Jack & Betty 
Ridgewood (19) 
Duke Art, Jr 
Valentine Vox 
8 Byrne Sis 
(Two to fill) 
Sheepshead (23) 
The Karolis 
Harriet Hutchins 
Bob Howard 
3 Sparks 
(One to fill) 
AKRON 
Palace (20-23) 
Tommy Dorséy Ore 
Henny Youngman 
Johnny Barnes 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (20) 
Johnny Woods 
Stuart & Lea 
Coleman Clark 
Lester Ohman 
Fanchon & M Gls 
State (23) 
Hoffman Gls 
Babbyv PRaxter 
Reynolds & White 
Jim Wong Tr 
(20-22) 
Haynes & Perry 
Danny & Tee Chang 
Young & Kaye 
4 Elgins 
Royal (21) | 
Ella Fitzgerald Ore | 
Chilton & Thomas } 
Jackie Manplev | 
CAMDEN 
Towers (20) 
Major Bowes Show | 
ELIZABETH 
Liberty (20-23) | 
Betty & Playmates | 





Eleanor Bowers | 
Val Stuart 


i 
1 
Temple (26-23) | : 


Julie Colt 


Aurelia Colomo 


Bagatelle 
Aurelia Coloma 
toyal Lukawella 3 
lick Wiison Ore 

Beachcomber 
Walter Long 
Shadrach Co 
Sonny Tufts 
Bee Kalmus 


|Toy & Wing 
|; Pupy, Michael, B 


| Machito Or« 
| Lee Kuhn Ore 
Ben Marilen’s 
Winter Room 

Owen & Parker 

| Diane Denise 

Dolores Anderson 

Freshman Five 
Bill Bertolotti’s 

Lynn & Marianne 

Pat Williams 

June Carroll 

Jean Mona 

|} Moya Gifford 

Lois Palmer 

Don Svyivio’ Ore 
Bill’s Gay 90's 

Kay Parsons 

Lulu Bates 

Ethel Gilbert 


Brevoort 


Nora Sheridan 

Charles & Ray 

Ruth Landi 
Cafe Madison 





' 
}Sonny Kendis Orc 


Les Parker 


Aileen Cook 
Jean Brunseco 
Cafe Society 
(Midtown) 
John Kirby Ore 
Hazel Scott 
Golden Gate 4 
Cafe Soclety 
(Village) 





Teddy Wilson Ore 
Sammy Price 
Connie Berry 

Art Tatum 

Helen Humes 
Helena Horne 


Ammons & Johnson ! 


Cafe Vienna 
Ruth Barr 
William Hoffman 
Murray Miller 
Dolfy Margens 
Leo Pleskow Ore 

Casa Marta 
Antoinette Severin 


NEW YORK CITY 


Tony & Estrella 


4 Chanticleers 
Chateau Moderne 

R MacNamara 

Annette Guerlain 


Maurice Shaw Ore 


Dorothy Tanner 


G Andrews Ore 
Jules Stower Ore 


Frankie Hyers 


|Marlynn Michael Co | 


Cafe Montparnasse 


Rosita Carmen 


Johnny Morgan 


Los Chamacos Ore 








| Gertrude Neisen 


Charles Baum Ore 


Cora & Irene’s 


Irene Kaye Hotel St. Kegis 
Grooverneers (Iridium Room) 
Bobby Bernard Hal Saunders Ore 
Dick Lewis Ore Gus Martel Ore 
Greenwich Village |Harriet Haddon 

Inn Lucille LaMarr 
Carol Chapelle Norah Gale 
Dianita Rivera Berniece Stewart 
Vera Nova Bob Duffy 
Gertrude Bond Bob Tobin 
Judy Rudy (La Malsonette) 
Geraldine Gale 
Gene Monet Orc Eva Ortega 
Harlem Rendezvous)! Yasha Nazarenko 
Edna Mae Harris | Hotel Taft 
Princess Valda 
Columbos Orc 

Ann Barrett 
Bobbe Caston jana Skyler 


Phil & Audrey { 
Johnny Taylor Hotel Waldort- 








Savannah Churchill Astoria 
Reeve Sis | Tito Guizar 
Spordoe-O-De |}Georges & Jalna 
Havana-Madrid = | Eddie Duchin Ore 
Carla & Fernando Hurricane 
Belen Ortega Dave Dennis Ore 
Carmen Montoya Don Richards 


Filipe De Flores 
Julio & Kiki 
Anita Rabal 
Chiquitico & E 
Hickory House 


Mildred Bailey 


Danny White 
Mildred Jocelyn 
Beuval & Tova 
Joe Marsala Ore Clem Belling Tr 
Larry Bennett 8 Joan Wood 
Mercedes Ginger Layne 
Carol Boyd Ted Eddy Ore 
Rollin om Angelo Ore 
Ginger ayne 
| Hotel Ambassador Jack Dempsey’s 
| (Trianon Room) 


Emil Coleman Ore Kelly Rand 
Maggi McNellis Irv Carroll 
Hotel Astor Adrian Rollini 8 
Harold Nagel Ore Kelly's Stable 
Dick Kuhn Ore Betty Behr 
Hotel Belmont Ann Hallow 
Plaza Art Tantum 


Billy Daniels 
King Cole 3 

iz . la Conga 

} Vincent Young Noro Morales Ore 
Hotel Biltmore =| yack Harris Ore 
| (Bowman Room) Georgie Price 
|Henry King Ore Vonna Co 

Rosita Rios Peter Birch 


Arthur Ravel Ore 
Joe Pafumy Ore 








Nicholas Mathe Orc 


Vincent Lopez Ore 


B’way Restaurant 














EDDIE SMITH 


East Coast Representative 


BERT LEVEY CIRCUIT 





Paramount Building, New York 














(‘ris Cross 6 Congaettes 


Galante & L Carlos & Carita 
8c Richards 


Hotel Bossert 


Virginia Hays | 
Nye Mayhew Orc 


La Marquise 


| 
Hotel Commodore Frances Connolly 
: : Al Carr Ore 
Vaughn Monroe Orc 
Marylin Duke La Martinique 
Mary Jane Moore Dario & Vernon 
Billy Revel 
Peter Rotunda Orc 
Hotel Edison 
Blue Barron Ore 
| Hotel Essex House 
Sammy Kaye Orc 
Hotel 5th Ave 
Diaz & Diane 
Raymond & Lucinda | 
Burton Gross Ore 


Hilde Salazar 
| Imogene Coca Co 
Estelle & LeRoy 
|; Milton Douglas 
Leon & Eddie’s 
Lou Martin Ore 
Narita Ore 
Eddie Davis 
Wesson Bros 
Gene Stockwell 
Yvonne Moray 





Hotel Lexington De Lisse 
Ray Kinney Ore Elliot Dwight 
Meymo Holt Noel Toy 
| Napua Linda Bruce Tr 
Teilani laea Maison Louis 
Nani Todd Bill Drve 





| Lehua Paulson 


| 
Hotel McAlpin 
Johnny Messner Orc 


Hotel New Yorker 


Benny Goodman O 
Cootie Williams 
Vegey Lee 
Tominy Taylor 
Adele Inge 

nh & B Wade 


Carrie M Beville 
Monte Carle 
Renee de Marco 
Ted Straeter Ore 
| Bob Knight Ore 
Moulin Rouge 
Joe Richardel Ore 
Annette 
Cariton & Juliette 
Ronny Roberts Paula Manners 
lee Rallet 19th Hole Club 
Hotel Navarre | Rita Renaud 
(Midnight Club) | Tommy Lazarde 
Margo & Mann ‘Bobby Blair 





(Brooklyn) | Wally Wanger Gis 


Consuelo Flowerton 


Helene Francis 

How'd Montgomery 

Mlle Borie 

Manny Davis Ore 
President Hotel 


Pedro Albani Ore 


Band Box 
Pete Snyder 
Billy Snyder 
George Tibbles Ore 
Johnny Howard 
Ann Triola 
Billy Lankin 
Biltmore Bowl 
Bob Shea 
The Duffins 
The Velascos 
Frank Paris 
Carl Ravazza Ore 
Cafe Society 


Billie Holiday 
Clayton 3 


| Bob Laine’s Ore 
Iceland Restaurant | 


Casa Manana 
Elmo Tanner 
Perry Como 
Ted Weems Orc 

Cocoanut Grove 


Douglas Dean 
Jimmy Brierly 
6 H’wood Starlets 


Snooky Lanson 

Muriel Lane 

Ray Noble Ore 
Earl Carroll 


Dr Rockwell 

B Minnevitch Co 
Helen O'Hara 
Michel Ortiz Bd 
Alec Morison 
Madelyn Meridith 
Barney Grant 

St Clair & Day 
Dorothy Ford 
The Debonairs 
Beryl Wallace 
}Ina Hayward 

| Bill Brady 

| Manny Strand Ore 
| Florentine Garden 
NTG 

|Gwen Verdon 
|Enters & Borgia 

| Fred Scott 

| Sugar Geise 

| Jimmie Grier Ore 
| Charlie Foy’s Club 
Charlie Foy 

Les Burnett 
Lorraine FE.lliott 
Jerry Lester 

Red Stanley Ore 





Vivian Marshall 
Betty Reilly 
Charito 





|} Grace Hayes 
| Doodles Weaver 
Peter Lind Hayes O 


Neville Fleeson 
Hollywood Tropics 


Maxine Lewis 
Dick Thomas 


House of Murphy 
Bob Murphy 
Charles Miller 
Jean Meunier 
Beth Reynolds 
Frankie Gallagher 
Gordon Bishop 


Ambassador Hotel 
(Pump Boom) 
Emile Petti 
Buttery 
The Noteables 
Barone 
Leon Fields 
J & J Waiton 
Rae Marsh 
Vera Ailen 
Baronesses Ens 
Don Orlando Ore 
Baronettes Orc 
Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 
Art Kassel Orc 
Paul Seidel 
Maurice & Maryea 





Hadley Gis 


(Round the World 
Room) 


Mitchell Leisen Rev 
Hibbert Byrd & Rue! John Arden 


Grace Hayes Lodge 


Mildred Laverne 
Madeline Hart 
Hap Brander Ore 


Gables’ Inn 


Nan DeMar 
Stanley Rich 
Joan Clark 





LOS ANGELES 


‘It’ Cafe 


Murray Parker 
Mavis Mims 
Dave Forrester Ore 


Macambo Cafe 


Edwardo Aguilar O 

Phil Ohman’s Ore 
Palladium 

King Sis 

Alvino Rey Ore 

Durant Rhumba O 


Paris Inn 


Kenny Henryson 
Marg’rite & M'rtinez 
Henry Monet 
Mary Craig 
Bouncing McGees 
Joe Molle 
Helen Golden 
Helen Harrison 
Helen Miller 
Chuck Henry Ore 
Pirates Den 


Dennise 
Judy Carol 
Tom Harty 


Nick Cochran Ore 
Rhumboogie 
Pot, Pan & Skillet 

Marie Bryant 
Lovey Lane 

Paul White 

6 Sepian Beauties 
Cee Pee Johnson O 


Scheherazade Cafe 
Yascha Borowski 
Charlies Holland 
Russian Gypsy Ore 
Seven Seas 


Benny Kalra 
Puanani Mathews 
Princess Luana 
Chief Sautini 
Stanley Wheeler 
Malua 
Charlie Openul 
Eddie Bush Ore 
Slapsy Maxies 


Ben Blue 
Cully Richards 
Jerry Kruger 
Marian Manners 
Benny Lessy 
Patti Moore 
Sam Lewis 
Jos Polsky 
Joe Oakie 
Al Bard Ore 
Swannee Inn 
Fred Skinner 
Joe Turner 
Meade Lux Lewis 
Tin Pan Alley 
Harry Carroll 
Jimmy Morgan 
Billy Green 
Jimmy O’Brien 


Nelson Boxing Cats| Pauline Carroll 
Paul Neighbors Orc 


Trianon 
Bob Crosby Ore 
Trouville 
Jerry Bergen 
Willie Shore 
‘Stop, Look & Listen’ 
Burnette & Hughes 
Dolores Gray 
Rob's B Royallaires 


CHICAGO 


(Tavern Room) 
Dave Pritchard Ore 
Dick Ware 
Bob Marshall 
Annette Shields 

Blackhawk 
Les Brown Orc 
Betty Bonny 
The Smoothies 
Ralph Young 
The Smoothies 
Jose Rosado Ore 
Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Rm.) 
Johnny Duffy Ore 
Patti Clayton 
Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Room) 
Tony & George 





Russian Kretchma 


Cornell's Codolban O 


Penn Atlantic Hotel 


(Black Horse Pike) 








Daisy Hardy 
Ann Nuzzo 
Bob Billings 
Broadmont 
Al Samuels 
Sammy Wolf 
Diane Randall 
Rigo Rochelle 
Elaine LaMarr 
Art Testa Ore 
Brown Derby 
Kay Carrol! 
Thelma White 
Elaine Rabey 
Three Ryans 
Ann Starr 
Venus 
Gail Parker 
The Tuckers 
Ruth Love 
Virginia James 
Marion Ryan 
Brenda Compton 
Milton & Ann 
Ted Smith 
Duke Yellman Ore 


Capitol Lounge 


King Cole 3 
Louis Jordan Ore 


Chez Paree 


Joe E Lewis 

Lou Breeze Ore 
Alice Kavan 
Velma Harris 
Olsen & Shirley 
Walter Camryn 
Franklyn D'Amore 
Bobby Ramos Ore 
Evans Gis 


Club Alabam 


Larry Vincent 
Bernie Adler 
Mary Earle 
Paulette LaPierre 
Harriet Norris 
Charlotte van Dae 
Vivian Stewart 
Del Estes 
Marion Moore 
Allan Coe 

Dave Unell Ore 
Eddie Roth Ore 


Colosimos 


Frank Quatrell Ore 


Lamb-Yocum Ice R 

Paul Baron 

Henry Lishon Ore 
Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Rm) 

Vincent Bragale O 


Del Shore 


Eddie Danders Ore 


Drake Hotel 
Camillia House) 
Ramon Ramos Ore 
Eleanor French 

Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Beach Watk) 
Wayne King Ore 
Stephanie Dale 
Woods & Bray 
Jean Richey 
Leslie & Carroll 
Nighthawks 
Dorben Gis 
885 Club 
Carroll & Gorman 
Patricia Ford 
J & J Warner 
Hal Munro Ore 
Johnny Honnert 
Eitel’s 
Heidelberg Octet 
Rathskellar 
Louls & Ore 


5100 Club 
Danny Thomas 


Jlune Carson 


Bob O Lin Gls 
Mark Fisher Ore 





Garrick Stagebar 
Cats & Fiddle 4 
Eddie Robinson 

Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Km) 
Lew Story Ore 
Marie Lawler 
Betty Grey 


Grand Terrace 
Louis Armstrong O 
Hi Hat 

Billy Carr 
Benny Fields 
Chick & Lee 
Nannette Carmen 
Anne O'Connor 
Eddy Fens Ore 
H Martinez Ore 
Benton Sis 
Winnie Hoveler Gig 
Ivanhoe 
Florence Schubert 
Al Trace Ore 
Holly Swanson 
Vierra Hawaiians 
Helen Sumner 
L’Aiglon 
Spiros Stamos Ore 
Gwendolyn Veausell 
Murray & Cumming 
George Deveron 
Genevieve 
Isobel de Marco 
New Yorker 
Dolly Kay 
Ralph Cook 
Marjorie Love 
Natalie & Howard 
Darlene Ottum 
Patsy Gale 
Starlets 
Arne Barnett Oro 
Al Milton Ore 
(Picadilly Circle) 
Billy Meyers 
Jim Marvin 
Rocky Elsworth 


Palmer House 

(Empire Room) 
Griff Williams Ore 
The Hartmans 
Gertrude Simmons 
Pedro DeLeon Ore 
Abbott Dancers 


Sherman Hotel 
(Celtic Cafe) 

Gene Kerwin Ore 
Jaros Sis 

(Panther Room) 
Woody Herman Ore 
Lynn Gardner 
Terry Kinley 
Byton Gls 
Carl Marx 


Rhumba Casino 
Dean Murphy 
Senor Wences 
Sunny Rice 
Tanner Sis 
Pan-Am Dance 
Don Pedro Ore 
Monchito Ore 
Ferd Canay Ore 

606 Clab 
Honey Bee Kellar 
Ceil von Dell 
Wally Vernon 
Marion Miller 
Moselle 
Alyce Cerf 
Betty Shayne 
Millie Wayne 
Oive Sharon 
ray & Wellington 
606 Gls 
Dolly Sterling 
Donna Darnell 
Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 

Stevens Hotel 
(Continental Room) 
Avis Kent 





Del Courtney Ore 


DETROIT 


Book-Cadillac Hotel | McColl Sis 


(Book Casino) 
Joe Reichman 
Jane Fulton 
DeAngelo & Porter 

(Motor Bar) 
Joe Vera 

Bowery 
Yvette Dare 
Mare Ballero 
Midgie Fellows 
Tucker Tremaine 
Bob Fuller 6 
Don Arden Dane 


Chas Carlisle 


Benny Resh Ore 
Casanova 


Ted Wolma & Suzie 


Esther De Roy 
Leola Taylor 


| Marlyn Brattain 


Lee Walters Ore 
Club Congo 


Orlando Robertson 
St Claire & LeRoy 


3 B Men of Rhythm 
6 Congoettes 
Congo Four 


Teddy Blackmon 


King Perry Orc 
Corktown Tavern 


Don Harris 
Marl Parchman 
Hart & Allison 


Geo Bell 


Panchita Villa 
Phil Skillman Ore 
Grand Terrace 
Edith Dahl 
Davis & Delmar 
Earl Parchman 
Mildred Perlee 
Hilge 


Gregory, Ray'd & C 
i Lyle Carlyle Orc 


Hund’s 


|}Sun Val Serenaders | 
Tondon Chop House 
Barney Green 


Ruby Orc 


Connie Barleau 


Club Mayfair 
Marty Joyce 


Carol Crane 

Mervin Jensen 
Dorothy Gerron 
Phil Olsen Ore 


Nebiolo’s 


Fay & Andre 
Johnny Policy 
Laskey Sis 

Clem Hawkins 
Leonard Seel Ore 


Northwood Inn 


Anita Jacobi 
Woods & Bray 
Dale Rhodes 
Theresa Rudolph 
Don Amato 


tay Carlin Ore 
Olde Wayne Club 


Charles Costella Orc 








Jack London 
Palm Beach 


3elmont Bros 
Wayne Fernilius 
Dorothy Gerron 
Maurice & Andre 
Billy Meagher 

Don Pablo Ore 
Huck’s Redford Ine 
Mac McGraw Ore 


Royale 
Gali-Gali 
Bernice Marshall 


Lydia & Joresco 
Jerri Vance 
faft-Kretlow Gls 
Dick Worthington 


Don McGrane Ore 


Statler Hotel 


| Marqui a Flores 


Pancho 
Vavo 
Pat Gilmore 
Enric Madriguera ® 
Saks 
Joanne Jordan 
Bernie & Jovann 
Morey & Eaton 
Pearl Magley Dane 
Leonard Seel Ore 
Cliff Winehill 
San Diece 
Gene Emerald 
Glenn Dale 
The Bordens 
Dotty Sloan 
Cliff Arvin 
Al Alexander Ore 
Stevadora 
Everett & Conway 
Bill Harris 
Roland & Rito 


iIrene Burke 
| Tiny Gorman 


Jack Thomas Ore 
The Tropics 


Bill Oger (3) 
| 


Rob & Grace Conr id 

Del Parker 

Vincent Bragale Ore 

Vernes 

Marian Mullet 

Mora Kaye 

La Comprasita 

Sharpe & Sahrpe 

Chuck Stevens Ore 
Whittier Hotel 
(Geld Cub Koom) 

Herman Fine 

Wonder Bar 
Pat Nash 
Manuel Lopez Ore 


Sammy Dibert Ore 


509 Club 
Dale Rhodes 
Di Giovanni 


Good & Goody 


Dottie Ard 


Jean Moore 
Joy & Juanita 


Delia & Drigo 


| Horace Houck Ore 


PHILADELPHIA 


Club Bali 


Wilfredo 

Jane Mathews 
Catalano Rolan 
Balilovlies 


Alan Fielding Ore 
Sacassas & Orc 
Corday & Triare 
Milray Dane 

3 Aces 

Marian Powers 
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Ben Franklin 
J.0s Gitanos 
Dell Norella 
Pancho Ore 
Marquita & Pancho 
Tolia 

Cadillac Tavern 
Little Joe 
Tiny Lee 
Eddie Black 
Bonnie Stewart 
Count Viriato 
Jerry Taps 
Henriquettes (6) 
Rifts (3) 
Harry Dobbs Ore 

Carroll's 


Merrill Sis 
Gaines Ore 
Marnee 

Jessica Rogere 
Jimmy Lewis 

Joe Ross 
Carrolloviies (12) 


Club Tag 
Lenny Ross 
Lucy Nolan 
Margie Spearing 
Hank Dalton Ore 
College Ina 


Liflian Russo 

Martin & Lee 

Ruth Templeton 

Dorothy Allen 

Margie Drummond 

Lorraine Chevalier 

Toni Sorrell 

Scarey Gavin 

Jerry Delmar Oro 
Di Pintos 


Flash Lane 

Casimiera Gls 

Eddie King Ore 
820 Club 


Robby Lee Ore 
Jackie Mabley 
Joe Ross 
Rosemary Kenney 
Joan Arlen 


Embassy 
Fernandez Ore 
Carlyle Sis 
Claudia Jordy 
Betty Rannon 
Cyrel Rodney 
George Clifford 
Chico & Donna 

Evergreen Casino 


Sunny Brooks 
Franky Belasco 
Great Lester 

Alma & Roland 
Pat Shevlin Oro 
(Hl Walton Roof) 


Grace O'Hara 
Glamour Gls 
Helen Heath 
Jackie Miles 
Duval 
Chavez Ore 
Rirdie Dean 
Cheena di Simone 
Deval Merle & Lee 
Castaine & Barry 
Neil Fontaine Oro 
Rose Gallo 

Jam Session 


Mickey House 
Ann Roe 

Billy Kretchmer 
George Lutz 
Hopkins’ Rathskeller 
Agnes Barry 
Audrey Joyce 
Don & Doresse 
5 Suzettes 

Betty LaRue 
Deke Dee 

Jack Griffin 
Dotty Villard 
Lillian Chapin 
David Gold Ore 
Mildred Gilson 


Lexington Casino 


Daisy Mae 
Lola Claire 
Garvin Buschell O 
Hep Cats 
Ralph Lewis 
Jerry Brandow 
Barion 
Octaves (4) 

Lido Venice 


Alan Gale 

Virginia Lawler 
Betty Keenan 
Margie Drummond 
Danny Versay’s Orc 
Little Rathskeller 


Gloria French 

Rhythmaniace 

Tip-Top Gis 

Gerry & Turk 

Sil Walker 

Victor Hugo's Oro 
Minstrel Tavern 


Ed McGoldrick, Jr. 
Joe Lorigan 

Margie March 

Sissy Ginnie Loftus 
Beatrice Kay 
Floradora Sextet 
Tony Callazzo 

Stella Tracey 

Ed McGoldrick, Sr 


Neil Dieghan’s 
Bert Sloan 
ashington 
Lee Noble 
Billy Moore 8 
Patsy Marr 
Geo Marchetti! Ore 
Leonard Cooks 
Old Falls Tavern 


Manya Alba 
Peggie Shields 
Billy Hayes’ Ore 
Al Kilbride 

Open Door Cafe 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
Jan & Anthony 
Frankie Schiuth 
Babe Cummings 
Viola Klaiss Ore 

+ Palumbo’s 

Yvoneties 
3 Peppers 
Keller Sis 
Kaye & Grey 
Frances Carroll 
Smythe & Dolores 
Chick Mullery 
Philadelphia Hotel 


Liana Lees 
Lenora Coeds 
Dick Wharton Ore 
Walter John 
Charlo & Dupree 
Vincent Rizzo Ore 
Chas Funk 
Roman Grille 
Gloria Dale 
Al Capron Ore 
Dick Jones 
Margie White 
DeLanty Sis 
Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 
Ferris & King 
Wendell Mason 
4 Toppers 
Sam’s Cafe 


Frank Ponti 

3 King’s Rhythm 

Happy Arnold 

Jimmy Evans 

Walter Howard 

Jack La Mont 

Bill Gillen 

Ruth Kaye 

Silver Lake Inn 

Col Geo Reed 

Alice Lucey 

Mary Norris 

Warner & Valerie 

Frank Hassel Ore 
Spatola’s 

Don Renaldo (4) 

Louise Hamilton 

4 Dots 

Alberto Aveyou 
Stamp’s 


Andy Russell 
Jean O'Neil 
Danny Montgomery 
Danny Kay Ore 
Lanny Vale 
Viekie Lane 
Frances Tone 
Natalie Mann 
Dolly Raoul Gla 
Eddie Dolan 
Phyllis Jordan 
Mary Lopez 
Sun Ray Gardens 
Beatrice & Danny 
Agnes Willis 
Lillle Lee 
Dewey Rae 
Phyllis La Rue 
Shini Sham 
Tony & Lewis 
Don Anton Oro 
69th St, Rathskeller 
Louise Wright 
Joo & Ruth Martin 
Anna Irmia 
Billy Atkinson 
Tony Bennett Oro 
Ray Harkins 
Swan Club 
Cleo Valentine 
Earl Denny Ore 
20th Century 
3 Peppers 
Mike Pedecin 
Blauche Saunders 
Arthur Strohman 3 
Men of Rhythm 
Sally La Marr 
Venice Grill 
Nick Varallo Ore 
Morse Sis 
Jackie Melvin 
Jerry Marcella 
Edward Liaki 
Chie Kennedy 
Marrell & Melvin 
Warwick Hotel 
Ore 
Weber’s Hof Brau 
Camden 


Miriam La Nova 
Ruton’s Dogs 
Dave Pierson 
Pump Handle Trio 
Christianis (6) 
Gray & Crystal 
Jack Moss 

Toni 

Julies Flacco’s Oro 
Syd Golden 
Raths’r Eldoradians 


Joe Coe 


Wilson’s 

Joe Hough 
Art Mathues 
Magic Flyers 
Jack & Bob Knapp 
Yvonne Kerr 
Geo Baquet Ore 

Yacht Club 
Harry Holly 
Helen Jericho 
Toni Sorrell 
Lee Page 
Al Gold 
Yacht Rhythm Men 





Whitey Fields 


Victor Nelson Ore 


PITTSBURGH 


Anchorage 
Hugh Morton Ore 
Maynard Deane 

Arlington Lodge 
Phil Cavezza Ses 

Balconades 
Charlie Laun Ore 

Bill Green’s 
Ray Heatherton Ore 
Drane Sis 
Anna May Taylor 

Blue Ridge Inn 
Lou Lucky Ore 
Benny Austin 
Ray Styles 
Margie Allen 
Will Ryde 
3 Elmers 


Boogie-Woogie Club | 


Boog Sherman 
Maxie Simon 
Harry Comorada 
at Burns 
Milly Bradley 
Buddy Blaine 
J Comorada 
Club Petite 
Piccolo Pete Ore 
Stone Sis 
Ruth Haney 
Eileen O’Shea 
Cork and Bottle 
Nelson Maples 
Colonial 
Brad Hunt Ore 
Eddie Peyton's 
Memphis 5 


| Eddie Peyton 
| Marion Muller 
El Chico 


Mario Ore 

Terry LaFranconi 

Bankoff & Cannon 

Lynn Stevens Gls 
51 Club 

Max Tarshis 

4 Aces 


Lyda Radnok 
Hotel Fort Pitt 
Ken Bailey Ore 
Johnny Mitchell 
Horry Walton 
Jessio Wheatley 
Hotel Hen 
(Silver Grill) 
M Contreras Ore 
Conchita 
(Gay 90's) 
Dorothy Nesbitt 
Hotel ith Avenue 
Bess Saunders 
Ida lola 
Everett Haydn 
Betty Donahoe 
Al Devin 
Hotel Roosevelt 
i Senators 
Hotel Schenley 
Rilly Hinds Ore 
Joy Lind 
Hotei Wm Penn 
(Chatterbox) 
Jack Coffey Ore 





Beverly Blayne 
Dick Kaps 
3 Smart Gls 
Pat Murphy 
(Continental Bar) 
Frank Andrini 4 
Virginia Ramos 
Merry-Go-Round 
Tommy Flynn Ore 
Mike Musino 
Walt Dickman 
New Hillcrest 


Marty Schramm O 
Connie Gregg 
Ray Englert 
Antone Rozance 
Bill Shaffer 

New Penn 
Henry Blauth Ore 
Pat Rich 
C & T Travers 
Carlos & Cardova 
Nixon Cafe 


Al Marisco Oro 
Bob Carter 
Dordthy Deering 
Sharkey the Seal 
Pierce & Harris 
Alice Kennedy 
Private Dooley 
Nut House 


Sherdina Waiker O 
Ted Blake 

George Gregz 
Harry Frank 
Chuck Wilson 
Walson 


Oasis 


Benny Burton Ore 
Joe Klein 


Alpine Village 
Florence Faye 
Gale Sexiet 
Danny, Dennis 
Orpha Towle 
Del Kay 
Willie Matthias Ore 
Bob Copfer 
EI Dumpo 
Bob Manners Ore 
Sammy Lipman 
Roger & Spruce 
Ramona 
Virginia Rae 
Eldorado Club 


Aggie Auld 

J Mackenzie Ore 
Freddie's Cafe 
Three Wiles 

Lee Bartell 

Billy Davis 
Estelle Sloan 
Lee Leali Ore 
Gourmet Club 


Royal Hawailans O 
Bill Lochman 


Hotel Allerton 
Joe Baldi Ore 


Hotel Carter 
Thixton Sprenger 
Ambassadors Ore 
Charles Wick 

Hotel Cleveland 
Bernie Cummins Ore 


Beachcomber 
Harry Morrissey Ore 
Chico Simone Orc 
Irene Hilda 
Dacita 
Marie Clarke 
Beach-Charmers 6 
Dance Players Tr 
Blinstrub’s 
Peter Bodge Ore 
Boyd Heathen 
Three Kings 
Clayton & Roberta 
Rosalind Gordon 


Causa Manana 
Al Tory Ore 
Harrison Aulger 
Joye Martin 
Kathyrn Fortener 
Louise Sherwood 
Earl Greggs 
Jane Giddings 
Jean Carle 
Don Muckel 


Club Mayfair 
Weeks Oreo 
Bennett O 
George Libby Rev 
Morton Downey 
Harry Stevens 
Maur’e & B Whalen 
Marguerite Cole 
Doris Abbott 


Club Vanity Fair 
Al Nova Ore 
Stella Ray 
Ginnie O' Keefe 
Bette Claire 
Princess Sequoyah 


Ranny 
Bernie 


Cocoanut Grove 
Mickey Alpert Ore 
Don Rico Ore 
Wally Wanger Rev 
Billy Paine 
Marianne Francis 
Roberts & White 
Birdie Dean 
Tanner & Swift 

(Melody Lounge) 
Marjorie Garretson 
lierb Lewis 


Copley Plaza 
(Sheraton Room) 
Ruby Newman Ore 
Julia Barbour 
(Merry-Go-Kound) 
Mark Gilbert 3 


Crawford House 
Ray Collins Ore 
Sally Keith 
Jacqueline Hurley 
Harriet Walker 
Frank Fontaine 
Crawfordettes 


Fox & Hounds 
Milton George .Ore 
Irene Donahue 
David Ballentine 
Ray Parker 
Du Rogers 

(Rhumba Casino 

Room) 
Charles Wolk Orc 
Les Habaneros (6) 
Fodericos 
Teresita 
Argentina Mia 

Hi-Hat 
Pete Herman Ore 
Lucille Grey 
Frank Petty 

Hotel Bradford 

(Circus Room) 
Warren & Bodee 

Hote) Brunswick 
(Bermuda Terrace) 
Raymond Scott Ore 





Lilly Leach 
Roberta 








Betty Lee 
Babe Rhcooes 
Skip Nelson 
Orchard Inn 
Rudy Gale Orc 


Pines 
Don Rutter 
Bill LeRoy Oro 
Shangri-La 
Steve Matthews 
Dorothy Matthews 
Betty Carroll 
Trelon 


Billy Merle Ore 
June Collins 


Yacht Club 


Don Roth Ore 
Sam Hearn 
Rod Rogers 
Maxine 
s Wayne 
Shirley Heller 
Bryant, Rains & Y 
Bky-Vue 

Tommy Carlyn Ore 
Bill Douglas 
Pee Wee Walker 
Billy Sagone 

Union Grill 
Sammy Walters 
Frark Natals 
Mike Sandretto 

Villa Madrid 
Etzi Covato Oro 
Mark Lane 
John Steel 
Mickey Crandall 
Coralee & Kay 
Evers & Dolores 


CLEVELAND 


Hotel Fenway Hall 
Bernard & Henrie 
Hotel Hollenden 
Margie Knapp 
Mono Ambassadors 
Arturo & Evelyn 
Katherine Hoyt 
Will McCune Ore 
Hotel Statler 
Glover & LaMae 
Patricia Willis 
Fddie Le Baron Orc 
Ernie Taylor 
La Conga Club 
Freddie Carlone Orc 
Lindsay’s Skybar 
Coleman Hawkins 
Hal Simpson 
Monaco’s Cafe 
Frane Reynolds 
Ravaye & Margo 
Gloria Miller 
Lou Story Ore 
Mounds Club 
Gene Kerwin's Ore 
Harry Richman 
Regal Club 
Ducky Malvin 
3700 Club 
Art West 
5 Aristocrats 
T¥al Hall 
Shirley Burke 
Don Walsh Oro 


Ore 


BOSTON 


Hotel Essex 
Ken Travers Ore 
Jack Manning Ore 
Billy Kelly 
Frost & Helene 
Roberta Hines 
Conga Teresa 
Jean Monti 

Hotel Lenox 

(Lenox Arms) 
Bob Hardy Ore 
Kay Ivers 

Hiotel Minerva 
Bunny MeVey Ore 
Barbara Douglass 


Hotel Somerset 

(Balinese Room) 
Dwight Fiske 
Harry Marshard O 


Hotel Statler 
(Terrace Room) 
Howard Jones Ore 
Jack Edwards 
(Cafe Rouge) 
Salvy Cavicchio Ore 
Hotel Westminster 
(Blue Room) 
Karle Rohde Ore 
Valentine 
Dee Thompson 
Claytons 
Tom Barry 
International Cafe 
Ted Crowley Ore 
Norman Bolster 
Don Reade 
Anita Maye 
Two Rozellas 
Ken Club 
Farren Bros Orc 
Russ Howard 
Latin Quarter 
Anthony Bruno Ore 
Rhumboliers Ore 
Hermanos Wms Co 


Senor Wences 
Arthur Blake 
Noll & Nolan 


Helen Carroll 
(Lounge Bar) 
Hum & Sstru 


Miami Grove 
Jimmy McHale Ore 
Lennie Fitz 
Tom Chales 
Ella May Waters 
Phillips & Breen 
Carmel 
Elano Norton 
Arthur Martel 

Rio Casino 
George Harris Ore 
Havana Rhumba O 
Harry Spear 
Buster Keim Rev 
Fred & S Hartnell 
Grisha & Brona 
3 Guesses 

(Garden Lounge) 
Newell & Steger 
Steuben’s 
(Vienna Room) 
Lew Conrad Ore 
Chester Dolphin 
Don & Darrow 
George Prentice 
Rosalind Gordon 

The Cave 
Don DiBona Ore 
Jack Fisher 
Tamara Doriva 
La-O & Moncit 
Pir-ettes (5) 

Alvez Cortez 
Adele Corey 


Uscal 





Tic-Toe 
Joe Nevils Or: 
Jimmy Hodg: 


Escudero & La Plata| 
| examine books and records, hire and| NBC at 9:30 p.m. Sunday (16). At 
of all | 11:15 





V & Y $3,300 in Indpls. 


Indianapolis, Nov. 18. 


After a period of darkness due to. 


cancellations, English, town’s only 
legiter, was bright two nights last 
week with Veloz and Yolanda. 

Team, in two performances, got 
estimated $3,300 in 1,500-seater at 
$2.50 top. 


L.A. AGVA Revolt 


Continued from page 5! 











branch. 
come as a ‘surprise’ to 
branch. 

Despite statements to the contrary, 
reports persist that there is some 
clamor within AGVA that a hearing 
be held on Gerald Griffin's involve- 
ment in the Tommy Dorsey office- 


the L. A. 


party brawl some weeks ago. The 
executive secretary, however, plus 
national board members, maintain 


that the matter is a ‘closed issue.’ 
It’s believed, though, that this issue 
may cause another flareup within 
AGVA. 
The Resolution 

Following is the resolution passed 
by the L. A. local board of AGVA. 

Whereas, the Los Angeles local 
board of the American Guild of 
Variety Artists has felt for some 
time that services rendered by the 
National were not commensurate 
with the amount of its gross income 
it has been required to remit to the 
National, and 

Whereas, it has been ascertained 
that other locals have been paying 
less than the percentage of gross in- 
come as paid by this local, and i 

Whereas, derogatory statements in 
the press about the National, its ad- 
ministration and its administrators, 
which have not been denied, have 
had detrimental effects in the organi- 
zational work and business activities 
of this local. and 

Whereas, the National has retarded 
the activities and organization of the 
West Coast locals by failing to es- 
tablish offices for unorganized West 
Coast territories and has failed to 
present plans to the established West 
Coast locals so that they may pro- 
ceed along organizational lines in 
aforesaid unorganized territories. 

Therefore Be It Resolved that 
until such time as the National es- 
tablishes 

(1) A definite policy of local rep- 

resentation in all National 
matters 


(2) A stabilization of percentages 
remitted by each local to the 
National and reasons therefor 


(3) A thorough investigation of 
the National administration 
with a detailed report made of 
the findings of said investiga- 
tion to either refute charges 
made or to make whatever 
changes necessary should refu- 
tation of charges be impossible 


(4) A definite plan for future or- 
ganization 
(5) A periodic detailed National 
financial] statement showing 
where and how the National’s 
income is being spent 
this Local Board instructs the Los 


Angeles local executive secretary to 


withhold and set aside any remit- 
tances that may become due the 
National. 


Following is the resolution passed 
by AGVA’s national executive com- 
mittee anent Thomson: 

Resolved, whereas at a_ special 
meeting of the national executive 
committee held Dec. 31, 1940, the 
following resolution was passed: 

Resolved, Kenneth Thomson, a 
member of the national board, is 
hereby authorized on behalf of the 
national board to take such action 
as regards the Los Angeles and San 

















story of her last 30 days, in which 
were piled sufficient suspense and 
|anti-climax to last the average 
gallery ticket some 30 years. 
Sought Tot’s Evacuation 

Weeks ago, Dr. Thomas C. McHale, 
of Kansas City who had 
anxious hours trying to figure out a 





This move is said to have | W2Y to get his cousin’s child, Molly, 


ou. of the war zone to the peace 


| called Norvel Waldron, a TWA sales 
representative, and asked if the air- 


| line could sway the British govern- | 
ment into okaying the little girl's | 
Waldron | 


Atlantic passage. When 
was told that John Bull required the 


infested Atlantic, he told McHale 
that the matter would take some 
mulling over. 

Hardly had Waldron reached the 
second in mulling when his phone 
again banged, this time with the 
voice of Percy Marks, K. C, depart- 
ment store executive, who wanted 
to know if TWA could do a trifle for 
him. Marks’ tale revealed that his 
flancee was home in England and 
couldn’t get across to duet ‘I do’ 
with him because John Bull didn’t 
think mere marriage adequate rea- 
son for taking up valuable west- 
bound ship space. 

With Marks on one phone and Dr. 
McHale on another, Waldron rapped 
a half-continental phone call across 
to the British consul-general in New 
York, and in less time than it takes 
to get into a last-row orchestra seat, 
had arranged for Miss Standish to 
act as guardian for little Molly. 

Miss Standish and Molly landed in 
Boston late Saturday, having sailed 
from Liverpool Oct. 25 on a voyage 
that encountered enemy war planes 
and submarines. 

The couple flew down American 
from Boston in time to catch the 
sTWAtoliner for K. C. Miss Stand- 
ish’s last picture was ‘Prime Min- 
ister,’ a Gaumont-British release, 

Abbott-Costello’s Flights 


Abbott and Costello gave the air- 
lanes quite a run this week what 
with flights to Washington, New 
York, Cleveland and Detroit in time 
for tonight’s (19) preem of their 
current pic, ‘Keep ’Em Flying.’ 

Carol Bruce was also outbound for 
the Detroit preern as was another of 
the picture’s cast, Martha Raye, who 
came into town by choo-choo yester- 
day (18) and then went right off 
again. 

Grace Moore to St. Louis 


The sTWAtoliner manifests of the 
week revealed Grace Moore going 
cout to St. Louis; Walter Wanger off 
to Los Angeles while Joan Bennett 
(Mrs. Wanger) was skedded in from 
L. A. the American way; Jack Kirk- 
land, off to L. A.; Ben Grauer, off 
to Dayton, Ohio, to catch an army 
plane for some soldier shows; Mischa 
Auer in from L. A. (he'll wed Joyce 
Hunter, also of films, come Christ- 
mastide) and Luise Rainer out and 
back from Pittsburgh, all within 
seven hours. Kate Hepburn was off 
to L. A. aboard a TWA plane. 

‘Flying Soprano’ 

Perhaps the November leader in 
the mad whirl of transportation at 
the Airport-on-the-Parkway is Viv- 
ian Della Chiesa, ‘the flying soprano.’ 
Star of the ‘American Melody Hour’ 
on NBC, she sang into a mike at 10 
p.m. Wednesday (12) and raced out 
to board her 11:15 p.m. United Air- 
liner for Chicago. 

All day Thursday and Friday she 
| rehearsed with the Chicago Opera 





spent | 


and safety of his midwestern home, | 


tot to have a guardian accompany | 
her on the’ship-crossing of the sub- | 


Co., doing ‘Otello,’ and Satdee she flew | and chorines’ pay 


Real Life Drama 


Continued from page 2 








shopping siege; Rosalind Russel and 
her new husband, Carl Brisson, came 
northward from Miami on an East- 
ern Silverliner. Bert Gordon, 
| the ‘Mad Russian’ of the Eddie Can- 
tor program, took off early in the 
seven-day stretch for Boston to catch 
Cantor’s new musical. ‘Banjo Eyes,’ 
and do a radio show from beantown. 

Miriam Hopkins Americaned in 
from the Coast and stayed but long 
enough to powder her nose. going 
off to Toronto on the Trans-Canada 
line to aid the Canadian war bond 
drive shows, 


AGVA-Winchell 


Cont’ 

















‘ed from page 51 





| there isn’t an organizer now working 
for AGVA in N. Y. who wasn’t 
previously a performei himself. It’s 
also stated that some of the negotia- 
tions were carried on by Gus Van 
and Alan Corelli, latter executive 
secretary of Theatre Authority be- 
sides being a member of AGVA’s 
executive committee, and AGVA 
wants to know if Winchell was re- 
ferring to them-as ‘greasy bullies.’ 

Union’s officials also are in a 
furor over Winchell’s radio broad- 
cast of Sunday night (16), in which 
he thanked the N. Y. police depart- 
ment’s ‘great Alien Squad’ for the 
way it ‘protected the Park Central’s 
striking chorines Friday evening.... 
District Attorney Dewey’s office will 
hold all union execs responsible if 
any chorus girl in New York is in- 
timidated in any way, even by 
phone.’ Winchell repeated this in 
his Monday (17) column. 


AGVA charges that this is both 
‘wrong and invidious.’ First of all, 
it’s stated, the chorines at the Park 
Central are not striking. AGVA, 
which has been seeking to get an 
agreement with the hotel, has been 
asking the girls to walk out, which 
the chorines, who are not AGVA 
members, refused to do. The hotel 
was picketed up to and including 
| Saturday night (14) by AGVA, when 
H. A. Lanzner, hotel’s president, 
finally agreed to discuss an agree- 
ment with AGVA. Union maintains 
that there never has been any po- 
lice interference, nor need of any, 
in its dispute with the P. C., and 
that the use of the words ‘Alien 
Squad,’ AGVA states, is especially 
‘alarming’ at this time. The union 
knows of no ‘intimidation’ of chor- 
ines, and adds that Winchell was 
| ‘very tricky’ in that statement, for 
it’s obvious the district attorney 
would act if a complaint of ‘intimi- 
dation’ is brought to him. 

In one of his attacks on AGVA, 
which asked what that union had 


done for chorus girls, Winchell 
added that a columnist could do 
much more and quicker. AGVA 


states that it is willing to let Win- 
chell examine its books and ‘coms 
plaint records,’ which, AGVA states, 
would prove to the columnis¢ that 
the majority of complaints against 
employers are made by chorines, 
and that most of them are settled 
satisfactorily for the girls. 
AGVA Cites Its Aid 

AGVA, pointing up its service to 
performers, uses the closing of the 
Moulin Rouge, N. Y., the past week- 
end as one recent example of how 
it ‘saves’ its members. Spot was be- 
lieved to be in a shaky financial con- 
dition and AGVA had a representa- 
tive there until 3 and 4 o’clock every 
morning to collect the performers’ 
on a pro-rata, 





Francisco offices of AGVA as for his| back to N.Y. and rehearsed for, and|0"e-seventh basis. When the nitery 


discretion is for the best interests of finally appeared in, : ; 
including the authority to| Album of Familiar Music’ show on| Suffered the slightest loss. 


AGVA, 


fire personnel, to collect 40% 


the ‘American 


she stepped _ into another | 


income, and to hold same subject to| United plane and flew back to Chi! 
| for Monday’s (17) ‘Otello’ perform- | 


the order of the national board, and 
is vested with such further author- 


lance with Lawrence Tibbett and | 


inally folded, no one in the show 


The variety performers’ union also 
maintains that, despite Winchell’s 
charges to the contrary, AGVA is 
not asking dues from performers and 
chorines strictly for the purpose of 


ity as may be needed to carry out} then was skedded for a flight back| providing salaried jobs to a few 


the above. 

Now, therefore, be it resolved that 
the powers given to Kenneth Thom- 
son under the said resolution or apy 
other resolution is hereby rendered 
null and void, effective immediately. 

Local Meeting 

Local membership of AGVA has 
been summoned to a general meet- 
ing today (Tuesday), when members 
will be asked to pass on a new elec- 
tion plan by which nominations 


would be made by a committee re-|C. Gehring and Herman Wobber, of 


cruited from the rank and file. 


It is considered unlikely that any gersoll, PM editor, to Akron, Cleve- 
moves towards a national setup will| land and back to home plate; and 
eventuate from the conclave. Under-| Fred Hunter, eastern publicity chief | 


standing is that the Coast group will 
stand pat on its ultimatum to with- 


Hour tonight 





| 


hold its per capita tax from the na- | 


tional body until assured where “a oo 
| how 


the coin is being spent. 


to N.Y. in time to do the ‘Melody | 
(19). Whew! 

Margaret Bourke-White (Mrs. | 
Erskine Caldwell), the camera lass, 
flew United to Akron, Ohio, then 
back to New York and off again! 
Monday (17) via Eastern Air Line 
for Richmond, Va. The week’s United 
fleet also toted George Creel, World 
War 1 info man in Washington, to 
San Francisco; Toby Reed, of the 
Bandwagon airshow, to Chicago; W. 


20th-Fox, to Des Moines; Ralph In- 


of U.A.L., to the end of the line for | 
a California vacation. 

Tyrone Power and _ Annabella 
in Monday (17) @n an| 
American ship for a 16-day sh w-'! 





} ton 


union execs. It points out that Mor- 
Downey, its president; Harry 
Richman, v.p.; Gus Van, Henry Dunn 
(Cross and), Joe Smith (and Dale), 
et al., are not salaried, but yet work 
hard to circumvent ‘abuses’ against 
performers. 

Dunn, treasurer of AGVA, in fact, 
is so resentful of Winchell’s charges 
that he has tendered his resignation 
—to take effect unless a strong stand 
is taken by AGVA against the col- 
umnist’s accusations. 

Silverstone stated that one of 
Winchell’s references to AGVA’s or- 
ganizers might constitute libel. The 
attorney referred to a portion of one 
Winchell attack which, in alluding to 
the organizers, read: 

‘In high society they call these 
kind of men gigolos—in low society 
t) are called ‘deleted by editor). 
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Bway a Gold Mine 


One Angel Who Cashes In—n How! 


for Cullman; He's 


Jim Carroll, Deceased, 
Wants to Listen in On 





Hollywood, Nov. 18. 





vt 


Howard S. Cullman _ currently 
bears the label, ‘Broadway Angel 
No, 1.’ 

That’s misleading, however. It 


should be reversed. Broadway is 
Cullman’s Angel No. 1. For he has 
parlayed more than $100,000 in legit 
investments in the past three years, 
with earnings many times those of 
any speculations he could make in 
Wall street, he told ‘Variety’ this 
week. 

Financing of shows is just as much 
a business to Cullman as the opera- 
tion of the tremendous leaf tobacco 
concern which has been the principal 
source of his wealth since he was 
graduated from Yale some 28 years 
ago. 

‘Some men can write their Broad- 
day investments oft in terms of sex,’ 
he smiled. ‘I don’t buy U. S. Steel 
stock because I think a friend of 
mine would look nice behind the 
president’s desk. 

So much for the ingenue motive 
that has driven many another U. S. 
businessman into Broadway specula- 
tions and has resulted in not-too- 
polite sneering and jeering by the 
smart-money lads at legit ‘angels.’ 
Cullman definitely does not fit that 
picture. He knows—or finds out— 
everything there is to know about a 
show before he advances a cent, 


‘Lucky Cullman’ 

So phenomenal has been his suc- 
eess in picking ’em that Broadway, 
quick at superstitions, has begun to 
develop the idea that ‘anything Cull- 
man’s in is lucky.’ That’s how the 
soft-spoken, pleasant tobacco mag- 
nate happens to have a piece of the 
street’s current musical smash, ‘Let’s 
Face It.’ Producer Vinton Freedley 
called him and asked if he wouldn't 
buy a small hunk just to give the 
show luck. 

In addition to ‘Face It,” he owns 
interests, generally from 20 to 25%, 
in: 

‘Life With Father,’ which is in its 
105th week on Broadway, is still do- 
ing $15,000 a week and shows no 
signs of abating. There are also two 
road companies out. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ in its 44th 
week on the Stem, doing over $16,000 
weekly, and with one road company 
out. 

‘Best Foot Forward,’ George Ab- 
bott musical, which is in its sixth 
week and hitting well over $25,000 a 
week. 

‘Macbeth, which, with Maurice 
Evans and Judith Anderson starred, 
received excellent notices following 
its opening last week, and which is 
booked solidly in New York and on 
the road until June 14, 1942. 

‘Candle in the Wind,’ Helen Hayes 
starrer, which is in its fourth week 
and looks set to last through the 
winter, with better than $20,000 
grossed ast week. 

Cuilman’s interest in ‘Candle’ is 
derived from the fact that he is a 
sizable investor in and was one of 
the lay founders of the Playwrights 
Company, which is presenting the 
Maxwell Anderson drama. Cullman 
has never failed to get an annual 
dividend from the Playwrights. 

A coin-grabber for him last season 
was ‘Charley’s Aunt,’ while ‘Old 
Acquaintance,’ with the $75,000 re- 
ceived from Warner Bros. for pic- 
ture rights, gave him a modest profit. 
‘Solitaire,’ coming into New York in 
January, is another one being fed 
from the Cullman mine. 


3 Mistakes—and Others 

On the other side are three mis- 
takes. Initial one was Cullman’s first 
venture in Broadway legit, Kenyon 
Nicholson’s ‘Dance Night.’ It ran 
two performances and cost Cullman 
$7,500. Then there was last season’s 
‘The Night Before Christmas,’ by 
S. J. and Laura Perelman, out of 
which Cullman came with at least 
tatters of his shirt by the grace of 
$30,000 from Warners for screen 
rights. 

Third of the Terrible Trio was 
‘Walrus and the Carpenter,’ which 
folded Saturday (14) night after 
nine uneventful performances. 


Proof Enough 





Carol Goodner, currently in 
‘The Wookey’ on Broadway, is 
carrying a photostat of her birth 
certificate to show to anyone 
who will look at it that she’s 
only 37 years old. 

Gag follows a crack by George 
Jean Nathan in October’s Es- 
quire mag that Miss Goodner 
is 45. 


Authors Claim Kaszner 
Defaulted Royalties On 
‘Crazy With the Heat’ 


Dramatists Guild claim against 
Kurt Kaszner for defaulted author 
royalties on ‘Crazy With the Heat,’ 
the latter’s unsuccessful musical of 
last season, will be decided today 
(Wednesday) by a three-man panel 
of the American Arbitration Assn. 
Only some of the authors are in- 
volved in the Guild claim, repre- 
senting about $4,000 of the more than 
$7,000 in default. Other authors are 
seeking the balance independently. 

According to Sidney B. Fleischer, 
Guild attorney, Kaszner, the original 
presenter of ‘Crazy With the Heat,’ 
personally guaranteed the author 
royalties when Ed Sullivan, N. Y. 
Daily News columnist, representing 
a syndicate of fresh backers, took 
over the musical and reopened it 
after it had closed at the 44th Street 
theatre, N. Y. Thus Kaszner, and 
not Sullivan, is responsible for the 
defaulted coin, it is argued. 

Authors, not all of whom are in- 
volved in the arbitration action, in- 
clude Lew Brown, Sam E. Werris, 
Max Liebman, Arthur Sheekman, 
Matt Brooks, Irvin Graham, Rudi 
Revil, Jack Lawrence, Jacques Dal- 
lin, Luther Davis, John Cleveland, 
William Provost, Walter Nones, Kay 
Kenney, Carl Kent, Maurice Vandair 
and Pete King. 


DeCordova Permanent 
L’ville Operetta Director 


Louisville, Nov. 18. 

Appointment of Frederick DeCor- 
dova as permanent producing direc- 
tor of Iroquois Amphitheatre, be- 
ginning with the 1942 season, was 
announced Saturday (15) by George 
Beuchel, president of the Louisville 
Park Theatrical Assn. DeCordova 
will devote six months of the year 
to the summer operetta venture, and 
will spend the balance of his time in 
New York in connection with his 
other stage activities. 

DeCordova was stage director for 
the Shuberts, during part of the 
1941 summer show season, and be- 




















tive to be appointed by the directors 
of the Amphitheatre, the other being 
Douglas D. Cornette, recently named 
executive manager. 


‘BELINDA’ QUITS 


Ends 5-Week Koad Tour After Low 
Grosses and Red Ink 











‘Johnny Belinda’ is off the boards 
after trying the road, where it was 
|; one of the lowest grossers. It played 
| five weeks outside New York, laying 
| off three weeks and then resuming, 
| but to poor results. 
| out because ‘Belinda’ did fairly well 
|} in some summer stock houses. 

| Although it had a sizable engage- 
ment last season, ‘Belinda’ never 
drew satisfactory busine: It con- 
tinued because fresh money was sup- 
plied by the backer, a wealthy Phila- 
delphia widow. Show opened at the 
Belasco and then moved to the Long- 








Then, too, Cullman recalls, there 
were ‘Golden Boy’ and ‘My Sister | 
Eileen’ (now in its 47th week on 
Broadway, doing around $12,000, 
an“ with one road company out and 
more planned). Those were the ones 
h- could have bought into and didn't. 

All this success, of course, is no 
accident. ‘It’s merely due,’ Cullman | 
explains, ‘to applying the same busi- 
ness-like principles to investing in 
shows as I would in investing in any 
other product. And I have been able 
to apply these principles partiy be- 

(Continued on page 62) 





acre, where cut-rating obtained. 


Estimated that the show ended in| 


the red around $70,000. 


Shows for Wichita 


Wichita, Kan., Nov. 18. 

Several top shows will come to 
Wichita during the next two months. 
headed by Alfred Lunt and Lynn 
Fontanne in ‘There Shall Be Ne 
Night,’-at the Forum Dec. 9. 

‘My Sister Eileen’ comes here Dec. 
29, to be followed by ‘Blossom Time’ 
Jan. 7, and Devi D’Ja and Bali-Java 





Drama was sent | 


Posthumous hankering for chatter 
about the show business was ex- 
pressed in the will of Major James 
H. Carroll, who requested that his 
ashes be kept in the room of his 
brother, Earl Carroll, with the ex- 
planation: 

‘I may be able to listen in on con- 
versations even if I am only ashes.’ 

Another bequest mentioned in the 
will was a family signet ring, con- 
signed to Earle’s care, with a re- 
minder that it had made many trips 
to the ‘hock shop’ when his father 
was on a ‘bender.’ Major Carroll, 
50, died Oct. 21 and left an estate of 
$10,000. 

Testament stipulated that Earl 
Carroll give one-third of the money 
'to Josie Posie de Forrest, who was 
unidentified except for the statement 
that, ‘After all our battles and loving 
in 1925 she certainly is entitled to it.’ 





Earl Carroll, now in New York 
casting for his Hollywood and 
Broadway musicals, says this is all 
news to him, and that it’s not so, 
to the best of his knowledge. 


tN. Y. LEGIT HOUSE 3 
¢ MGRS., B.O. STAFFS 








Alvin: Norman Pincus, mgr.; b.o.: 
Thomas Brotherton, Herman Fallik. 


Ambassador: Charles G. Stewart, 
mgr.; b.o.: Bob McCall, Dick Moon. 


Biltmore: Barney Kalwans, mgr.; 
b.o.: Lewis Harris, Arthur Wright. 

Broadhurst: Robert Ronchetti, 
mgr.; b.o.: Margaret O’Rourke, Har- 
riet Hayes. 

Barrymore: Frank Smith, mgr.; 
b.o.: Lillian Peabody, Mildred Anker, 

Booth: Elias Weinstock, mgr.; b.o.: 
Cora Gibbs, Essie Friedman. 

Beiasco: b. o.: Catherine Low, Max 
Sager. 

Broadway: Mike Cavanaugh, mgr.; 
b.o.: Abe Baranoff, Harold Stehle, 
George Handy. 


Center: Sydney Goldman, mgr.; 
b.o.: Paul Dauer, William Kirby, 
Louis Berge. 

Cort: Otto Metzger, mgr.; )b.0o.: 


Genevieve Stewart, Georgia Furs- 
man. 

Empire: Lester Al Mayer, mgr.; 
b.o.: Lee Arnold, Arthur Clarke. 

Forrest: Wm. J. Douglas, mgr.; 
b.o.: William Goldhardt, Fanny Le- 
vine. : 

46th Street: Ernest MacAuley, 
megr.; b.o.: Robert Howard, Helen 
Monroe. 

44th Street: Ben Ketcham, mgr.; 
| b.o.: Herman Fuchs, Jack Wolff. 








Golden: E. L. Hardy, mgr.; b.o.: 
David Meyer, John O’Neill. 
| Guild: Warren Munsell, mgr.; b.o.: 
| Marvin Roth, Mary Ackley. 
Hudson: Dave Eldridge, mgr.; b.o.: 
Margaret Hildreth, Murray Helwitz. 
Norman Light, mgr.; 


| 
} P 
| Imperial: 


|b.o.: Aaron Helwitz, Gordon Cramer. | 
comes the second permanent execu- | 


Lyceum: Allen Schnebbe, megr.; 
|b.o.: Irving Morrison, Hugh McGau- 
ley. 

| Longacre: Doc Hunt, mgr.; b.0.: 
Lep Solomon, Anna Hirsh. 

Martin Beck: Louis Lotito, mgr.; 
b.o.: Dora Chamberlain, Daisy Law- 
rence. 
| Miller: Harry Flesiham, mgr.; b.0o.: 
| Frank Frayer, Charles Bowman. 
| Morosco: Edward Choate, mgr.; 
b.o.: Arthur Lighton, Doris N. Doug- 
las 


Music Box: William Norton, mer.: 
b.o.: Charles Thomas, Murray Lang, 
| Edwin McPartland. 

i Majestic: Robert Bull, megr.: b.o. 
Jack Pearl, Maurice DeVries. 

Mansfield: Arthur Singer, mer.; 
b.o.: William Brennen, Charles Wal- 
ters. 

Met Opera House: b.o.: Thurber 
| Wilkins, George Brassil, Clifford | 


| Whiteman, Arthur Weidhaas. 
National: Abe Enklewitz, mear.; 
|b.o. Thomas Clarke, William Harris, | 
| George Cohan. 
Plymouth: Sam Tauber, mgr.; b.o.: | 
|Constance Coble, Philip Kenney. 





| 


b.o.: Marie Dickson, Clara Geffinger. 
Royale: Ed Scanlon, megr.; b.o.: | 

Irving Keyser, Jean Cohen. 

| §t. James: John Shubert, mgr.: 

|b.o.: Al Hildreth, Kathryn Walsh. 


Elsie Nichols, Josephine O’Brien. 
Winter Garden: 


Jack Melnick. 
Windsor: Gerson Werner, 





dancers on Jan. 16. 


Talk About Show Biz 


] 





Paving the Road 


‘Variety’ will shortly publish a section devoted to the interest of 
road shows. It has the endorsement of all leading managers, pro- 
ducers and organizations affiliated with the legit theatre, coast to 
coast. Objective is to stimulate and encourage more show touring 
Despite reports from some sections, out of town showmen anticipate 
the best season the road kas had in a decade. 


The road was formerly a source of vast revenue to show business 
but there was a steady decline over a period of years. Managers state 
there is now an upturn, as indicated by increased number of shows 
sent out so far this season over last year. Demand for stage shows 
from every section of the country, plus the increase in public spend. 
ing power stemming from the vast defense works, backs up confi- 
dence of showmen that theatres which operated in virtual red for 
several seasons will now show material profits. 


Cooperating committee for the road section in ‘Variety’ is headed by 
Marcus Heiman, representing the United Booking Office and the 
League of New York Theatres, fellow managers being George Abbott, 
Richard Aldrich, William A. Brady, Vinton Freedley, John Goldeh, 
Max Gordon, Arthur Hopkins, Lawrence Langner, Louis Lurie, Gil- 
bert Miller, Brock Pemberton, Oscar Serlin, Herman Shumlin, Dwight 
Deere Wiman. For the dramatists: Russel Crouse, Owen Davis, Elmer 
Rice, Robert E. Sherwood. The stage: Alfred Lunt. Artists represen- 
tatives: William Morris, Jr. Theatrical agents and managers: John 
Poilock, Richard Maney. Equity: Paul Dullzell. Scenic artists: Jo 
Mielziner. Stagehands: William Brennan. Costumers: James E. 
Stroock. Programs: Ralph Trier. 


Inside Stuff—Lesit 


Present supply of contract forms on hand at Equity will be used before 
others are printed with new regulations agreed on in the amended basic 
agreement between the actors and managers. Changes have been posted 
on the Equity bulletin board and automatically are joined with other 
provisions in the book of rules. 

Principal changes are revision of the exclusive service provision, pay 
in American dollars when shows play Canada and elimination of agents’ 
commission when they do not obtain engagements for actors. Contracts 
are already cluttered with numerous provisions and some way to add 
the changes must be devised. 











od 








‘Papa Is All,’ which Theatre Guild opened in Pittsburgh recently to 
a chorus of critical approval, is a producer’s dream. It’s a one-set show, 
employs only six players and there are no names in the cast, Carl Ben-« 
ton Reid, last in ‘Little Foxes’ (both stage and screen versions), and Jes- 
sie Royce Landis getting featured billing. Play was directed by Frank 
Carrington and Agnes Morgan, who first tried it out at the Paper Mill, 
N. J., Playhouse and understood they own a considerable piece of it as 
well. All three Pitt crix gave it a fine sendoff, and any kind of a Broad- 
way run at all will make it a big winner due to inexpensiveness of pro- 
duction, 





Cornelia Otis Skinner, whose initial appearance in a full-length play 
on Broadway was accorded personal praise by the press when ‘Theatre’ 
opened at the Hudson last week, immediately became active in other 
fields. She will be a guest on the ‘Information Please’ broadcast Friday 
(21) and will figure in filming of another film short on that program. 

Star’s latest volume of humorous essays, ‘Soap Behind the Ears,’ pub- 
lished two weeks ago, is listed as a best seller in a number of bookshops 
around the country. Following the show’s notices Miss Skinner received 
two offers from producers, while a leading publisher offered exceptional 
advance royalty for a new book. 





Business during the Chicago engagement of Katharine Cornell in “The 
Doctor’s Dilemma’ was under-estimated. During a three-week date at 
the Grand the total gross approached $68,000, and ‘Dilemma’ was the top- 
grosser among straight plays in the Loop. Final week’s takings indicated 
virtual capacity, boxoffice count being $20,600. First week of Miss Cor- 





nell’s appearance grossed $17,600, second week topping that figure by 


| around $300. 


Fulton: Lew Wood, mgr.; b.o. Dan | 
| Melnick, Leo Miller, Harry Martin. | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Miss Cornell will soon terminate the ‘Dilemma’ tour in San Francisco 
where she will rehearse and appear in ‘Rose Burke,’ written for her by 
Henri Bernstein, French drarnatist. 

Equity’s increased initiation fee has been operative for nearly a year, 
tilt having accompanied the raise of salary minimum from $40 to $50 
weekly. It Rad been anticipated that doubling the fee to $100 would 


| control any rush to join because of the upped pay minimum, and the 


| cester’s Municipal Auditorium, which 
Playhouse: Madeline Healy, mgr.: | has prevented more than one road : . 
|show from scheduling this city and Judith Anderson, which opened to 


|many which have played here, is to 


mgr.;| seating capacity in main auditorium 
b.o.: Anna Yurdin, Camille Jacovine. ! from 3,400 to 2,800. 


records indicate it has about worked out that way. 
Number of new applications is averaging eight per week, whereas dur- 
ing the active months of last season the average was 15. 


Sam Merin, of the Max Gordon office, planes Friday (21) to Detroit to 


| take over the advance p.a. assignment for the second company of ‘My 


Sister Eileen,’ currently at the Cass theatre there. He replaces Larry 
Amhalt, who returns east to p.a. the third company, opening Christmas 
Day at the Shubert, New Haven, and then going to Boston for a run. 
When it winds up its Detroit stay, the second troupe tours to the Coast 
and through the south. 

Lily Cahill was suddenly replaced in ‘Little Dark House,’ which opened 
at the Golden, N. Y., Sunday (16), but the reason for the switch was not 


apparent. Leona Powers, who was in the cast, took over, Kathryn Givney 
stepping into the role originated by Miss Powers. 

Miss Cahill has a run of the play contract and must be paid a salary 
should the play last. 

Henry Barron, who was in Saranac Lake for several years, is back on 
Broadway and planning to re-enter show business. He had a flair for 
picking attractive titles, but his productions weve not very lucky ventures. 

Barron also mentions having backing, but the coin is supposed to be used 


for pictures, expected to be made in the east. 


Fix Worcester Aud | 


Worcester, Nov. 18. 
Bugaboo of the level floor of Wor- 


Evans Limits Broadway 
‘Macbeth’ Engagement 


‘Macbeth,’ with Maurice Evans and 





press praise at the National, N. Y., is 


; |slated for a limited engagement on 
be eliminated. City Council recent-| Broadway. ‘Solitaire,’ to be pro- 


has been a source of complaint from 


| ly authorized a $10,000 appropria- | duced by Dwight Deere Wiman, 1s 
Shubert: John Garrity, mgr.; b.o.:| tion for interchangeable equipment | slated for the house Jan. 12, indicat- 
| which will convert, in four hours,|ing that the Shakespearean revival 
Sam Horworth, | the 
mgr.; Irving Engel, Betty Barker, / tiers like a theatre. 


seats into gradually elevated | will not play longer than 10 weeks. 


Evans previous appearances in 


Interchangeable devices will cut | Shakespeare have been for longer 


periods, but star has mapped out an 
extended road tour for ‘Macbeth.’ 
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Equity Anti-Red Amendment Looks 
Certain to Pass; 330 Vote ‘Yes 








It is clear that the anti-Red issue 
that stirred up Equity for nearly a 
year and a half has about subsided. 
An amendment barring people with 
yn-American sympathies from hold- 
ing office or employment in the asso- 
ciation will doubtless be made, ac- 
cording to the referendum question- 
naires which were counted Monday 
(17), there being 330 who voted af- 
firmatively and 236 against. Another 
question decided was whether the 
term sympathizer be included; the 
vote was 273 yes and 49 no, indicat- 
ing the membership’s actual attitude. 

The total of 566 votes is only 20% 
of Equity’s paid up senior member- 
ghip. It had been predicted that the 
amendment would be okayed over- 
whelmingly, but it is evident that 
_there was a lack of general interest 
because of the present war situation. 
Had the matter been regarded as im- 
portant out of town as it was in New 
York, the margin of yeas would have 
been much higher. There were 29 
additional votes which were not 
valid. 

The amendment will be placed be- 
fore the membership, or that portion 
of it that attends the next meeting. 
It can be made official thereby, but 
if the council does not consider the 
sentiment to be decisive enough the 
amendment itself can be put to a ref- 
erendum. An attempt to do so may 
eventuate because of those actors 
who have been in opposition to the 
jdea since it arose. Constitution 
stipulates that unless 750 seniors are 
not present at the meeting, a refer- 
endum can be followed if petitioned 
for. 

Lytell Upheld 

Despite the fact that the affirma- 
tive margin was under expectations, 
Bert Lytell was justified by the re- 
sult. At one of the quarterly meet- 
ings a resolution endorsing such an 
amendment was adopted by a large 
majority. At a council session earlier 
this fall, however, the council turned 
down the proposal, which roused the 
Equity leader to such a point that he 
was on the verge of resigning. 

Lytell was upheld at a more recent 
meeting and the referendum was 
ordered. Equity president took the 
position that, as he had been the ac- 
tors’ spokesman, strongly opposing 
Communism in its ranks and denying 
that any such element controlled the 
eouncil, the latter should have 
backed him up. 

There was and is a different 
opinion, however, mostly because the 
anti-Red resolution is too tough to 
administer, being vague and without 
‘teeth. As outlined, it also exempts 
any who may have been Reds or 
sympathizers, but who have since 
changed their minds, If the amend- 
ment ig adopted, it will be difficult 
to decide who is or is not a Red. 
Others favor the amendment because 
it defines Equity’s stand on the issue, 
just as many other organizations 
have done before now. 


‘BANJO’ MAY PLAY N.Y. 
HOLLYWOOD AFTER ALL 


Although the 46th Street, N. Y., 
is Eddie Cantor’s preference, chances 
are that ‘Bdhjo Eyes,’ in which he is 
starring, will debut on Broadway at 
Warners Hollywood as originally 
planned. Stated that ‘Panama Hattie’ 








vt 





will definitely play at the 46th Street | 


into the first week of the New Year, 
tickets for the Eve performance hav- 
ing already been sold. 


‘Hattie’ may | 


eontinue longer despite the number | 


of $440 shows on 

others on the way in. 
When the ideas of spotting ‘Banjo’ 

in the 46th Street came up, problem 


Broadway and 


of cutting the settings built for the | 


wide Hollywood stage was evidently 
solved, but the cost of reconstruction 
Was around $10,000. That was not an 
important obstacle, but the fact that 
‘Hattie’ is still operating at a profit 
appears to have stymied the pro- 
Posed booking switch. 

‘Banjo’ will play two more weeks 
out of town than intended, that 
period deemed necessary to whip the 
show into shape. It goes to Phila- 
delphia following the current Boston 
date, will probably lay off the week 
of Dec. 15 and open on Broadway, 
Christmas week, 

‘Sons o’ Fun,’ another major musi- 
Cal playing Boston, will also set back 
ts opening at the Winter Garden, 
N. Y., Dec. 1, but ‘Hellzapoppin’ is 
due to move to the Majestic next 
Monday (24), 





! 
} 
| 
| 
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Coast El Cap’s Last Fling 


Hollywood, Nov. 18. 


‘Springtime for Henry,’ starring 
Edward Everett Horton, will be the 
last legit show to be presented at El 
Capitan before it is revamped into a 
de luxe film house by Paramount. 


Henry Duffy produces the show, 
following the current run of Otto 
Kruger in ‘The Male Animal.’ 


Mgrs. See Radio Revs. 
Hurting Legit, But Not 
Trying to Curb ’Em 


Radio drama reviewers going on 
the air at midnight on the evening 











of New York legit premieres are re- |. 


garded by some showmen as being 
inimical to new shows, but there has 
been no move to take them off the 
first-night list. As for the critics, 
none has been known to object to 
the ether commentators beating them 
to the punch by expressing opinions 
immediately after the premiere, 
whereas the dailies’ notices are not 
on the street until around 4 a. m. 

There are four stations giving local 
broadcasts on opening nights. In one 
instance it is believed that the radio 
reviewer talks it over with the critic 
of a morning paper. That is indi- 
cated by the use of identical phrases 
in the broadcasts as appear in the 
critic’s notice. Wether the others 
have similar connections is not as 
clear. Stations do not appear to be 
certain that the radio legit notices 
are getting a sizable number of lis- 
teners, and one has been checking 
whether its commentator has built 
up a following. 

One air reviewer takes himself se- 
riously. He recently charged that a 
critic listened in on his broadcast 
after a premiere and lifted 300 words 
used in the broadcast. That allega- 
tion was made in a communication 
sent another critic by an attache in 
the broadcast studio. In drama cir- 
cles the radio gabber’s claim is rated 
as incredible, the critic in question 
being one of the most erudite within 
the Critics Circle. 


Four radio reviewers are Julius 
Colby, WMCA; Howard Barnes, 
WOR; Bide Dudley, WHN; Martin 
Weldon, WINS. 





1st Showcase Play 


‘Pity the Kiddies,’ play by George 
Baxt and William Boyman,’' with the 
latter staging, 1s currently rehears- 
ing as the first production of the 
Theatre Showcase. It is tentatively 





slated for a mid-January opening at | 
the remodeled Filmarte theatre, | 
N. x. 


Play, 
Wini Scott, deals with highschool 
problems in reality and fantasy. 


with incidental music aid 


‘SUNNY RIVER’ TO GIVE 
GORDON 4 B’WAY SHOWS 


‘Sunny River’ will give Max Gor- 
don four shows on Broadway, others 
being ‘Junior Miss,’ which opened at 
the Lyceum last night (Tuesday): 
‘The Land Is Bright,’ Music Box, and 
‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore. ‘River’ 
is Gue into the St. James Jan. 8. 
Operetta was presented originally by 
the St. Louis Municipal Opera Co. 
last summer under the title of ‘New 
Orleans.’ 

Understood that seven or eight 
ticket brokers will have small pieces 
of ‘River,’ their investments being 
reported between $250 and $500 each. 
Gordon is said to have sought $15,- 
000 from the agency people, on the 
strength of the highly touted ‘Junior 
Miss,’ it is estimated. However, 
under the ticket code, theatres are 
not permitted to favor one broker 
over another, except that bigger al- 
lotments are made to agencies 
known to provide the widest distri- 
bution. 


HOUSE DEARTH 
REVIVING OLD 
N.Y. LEGITERS 


Demand for Broadway berths may 
relight several theatres which have 
not been in use for years as legit 
houses. Among the less desirable 
spots mentioned that may relight 
are the Bijou and Belmont, both 
small capacity houses. Former is 
bank-owned and has been princi- 
pally kept dark pending a realty 
and building deal that is slated to 
include the Astor, Gaiety, Fulton 
and Morosco, Only short-term leases 
have been considered when occu- 
pancy offers were made for the 
Bijou during the past year or so. 

House shortage is also bringing 
back the Little, which has not been 
in use for some time, it also being 
a small capacity theatre. Property 
is owned by the Times, and recently, 
when the interior was renovated, it 
was stated the publication intended 
to use the house for meeting and 
lecture purposes. Recently the 
Little was leased by the Chekhov 
studio group, which will offer reper- 
tory, ‘Twelfth Night’ being the first 
attraction. 











Scenic Union Drops 
1 Demand on Mors. 





Scenic Artists Union is reported 


having shelved the idea of requiring 
producers to add a scene painter to 
the back stage crew for the purpose 
of touching up settings when and if 
necessary. When the proposal was 
made, showmen protested so vigor- 
ously that the union tabled the reso- 
lution. Managers declared such an 
employee would be unnecessary 
labor. 

Plan called for payment of $90 
weekly and the showmen figured it 
would tilt the operating cost per 
show nearly $5,000 during a year. 


Priorities May Create Vital Shortage 
Of Materials for Legit Production 








Shumlin’s ‘Doorstep’ 


Dramatic rights to ‘Great Big 
Doorstep,’ novel to be published 
shortly, have been bought by Her- 
man Shumlin. Book was written by 
E. P. O’Donnell and will be published 
by Houghton-Mifflin. 

Shumlin hasn’t determined yet 
who will adapt the novel for the 
stage. 








Decrease in Agents 
Held Likely as Result 
Of Equity’s Fee Ruling 


In placing a fee on permits or so- 
called licenses for casting agents, 
Equity made a move that was origi- 
nally suggested five years ago. No 
protests were made by casters, who 
are now required to pay $25 annu- 
ally, whereas two years ago they 
unsuccessfully sought to increase 
commissions from five to 10%. 

Equity says that by charging a fee 
on permits, such licenses will have a 
definite value for the first time. It 
is also contended that the number of 
agents will probably be decreased, 
which will benefit the more active 
casters in the legit field. When a 
new permit is issued from now on, a 
fee of $100 will be required in addi- 
tion to the $25 annual payment. New 
rule is not retroactive, and estab- 
lished casting offices are exempt 
from the initial fee. 

Equity has on file 30 applications 
for permits, and it is expected the 
$125 requirement will result in most 
of the applicants withdrawing. 
Around 40 casters are permit holders, 
the number being considered too 
high in comparison to the amount of 
production. Proposed some time ago 
that a number of permits be revoked, 
but for various reasons no action has 
been taken. 

Agents are required to file quar- 
terly statements with Equity, reveal- 
ing the amount of commissions they 
receive. Understood that only half 
a dozen casters get enough money 
from legit engagements for them to 
operate to any profit. tatements, 
however, will not include commis- 
sions obtained from players placed 
otherwise, mostly in pictures, radio 
and night clubs. Nearly all casting 
offices place their people in such 
fields when stage jobs are not in 
sight and earnings outside of legit 
constitute a material proportion of 
agents’ annual income. 

Requirement to file statements of 
their legit activities followed the 
move on the part of agents to have 
Equity lift the 5% rule. At the time 
it was said that if Equity regarded 
the amount of commissions inade- 
quate, reconsideration might be in 
order. It’s indicated, however, that 
Equity will not boost commissions 
‘legally.’ Question of whether some 
actors pay 10% or more, anyhow, has 
long been a moot point among the 
membership, with rank and filers 
figuring those who slip agents more 
coin on the side get preference in 
securing engagements. 
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SPECIAL SECTION DEVOTED TO THE 


AMERICAN THEATRE 


Coast to Coast 


In 


‘ARIETY 


To Be Published Late In December 


Although aimed primarily to gain attention of showmen, experi- 
ence of many years has proved that such an issue circulates 
widely in other channels distinctly beneficial to every construc- 
The number will be a source of 
much material for out of town newspaper comment and should be 
helpful in increasing public interest generally in plays on tour. 


the theatre. 























Latest problem for showmen has 
to do with priorities and James F. 
Reilly, secretary of the League of 
New York Theatres, is amassing data 
that may be of vital importance, 
after noting the procedure of the 
government’s Office of Production 
Management. It was quickly dis- 
cerned that any number of materials 
and product not ordinarily consid- 
ered in show circles are on the OPM 
priority list and it will probably be 
necessary to obtain permission from 
the federal bureau before such ma- 
terials can be delivered: 


As there is no legit theatre build- 
ing in the offing, theatre owners 
and operators will hardly be affect- 
ed, but producers face a real prob- 
lem so long as defense work con- 
tinues, or further stepped up. Man- 
agers themselves were not entirely 
familiar with the materials needed 
for production, so Reilly sent ques- 
tionnaires to supply and accessory 
firms, asking them to estimate the 
materials needed for one year and 
the quantity required. 


One of the ordinary commodities 
that has already become scarce is 
rope, needed for rigging and hanging 
flats and drops. Conservation of 
rope is a must, as all of it being 
made is going to the navy and mer- 
chant marine. 


One firm which supplies materials. 
for costumes and hangings estimates 
it will require 504,000 yards of silken 
materials. With silk one of the first 
materials ordered conserved by the 
War Department, costumes more 
than production hangings will prob- 
ably be greatly curtailed. It may 
result in enforced economies in pro- 
ducing musical shows in particular, 
though substitute materials can be 
used, 


Figures as yet are incomplete, but 
estimates of needs from two scenery 
builders, two scenic painters, two 
stage lighting firms and two other 
supply outfits include, in addition to 
silk: Velour, 256,500 yards; muslin, 
105,500 yards; upholstery material, 
250,000 yards; velvet, 100,000 yards; 
stage cable, 225,000 feet; gelatin, 105,- 
000 feet; lenses, 2,000; steel, 5° tons; 


brass, 2,500 pounds; bronze, 3,200 
pounds; ‘aluminum, 6,400 pounds; 
iron, 8,00C pounds; copper, 600 


pounds; other metals, 20,000 pounds; 
rubber, 10,000 pounds; lumber, 586,- 
000 feet; linen, 25,000 yards; duck, 
26,000 pounds; rope and cord, 25,000 
feet. 


Pointed out that the League’s use- 
fulness to all showmen in the pres- 
ent emergency is a surprise develop- 
ment. Reported that several man- 
agers who did not belong have re- 
cently applied for membership. 


EQUITY COUNCIL NIXES 
CHARGES VS. NUGENT 


Charges against J. C. Nugent, filed 
by Norman Pincus and Otto Premin- 
ger, who produced “The More the 
Merrier,’ which had a brief engage- 
ment at the Cort, N. Y., earlier in the 
season, were considered by Equity’s 
council yesterday (18). Actor failed 
to appear one Sunday evening until 











|to hande the Nugent part. 


considerably after curtain time, and 
a replacement was hastily arranged 
Council 
‘deprecated his carlessness’ but de- 
clined to uphold the charges. 
Managers dismissed Nugent for the 


evening and advised him to go to 
bed. Remarks reported made by him 
are said to have determined Pincus 
and Preminger to press charges, 


Nugent, on the Coast, did not appear, 


|a deposition being submitted in his 
defense. Previously the veteran 
player filed doctors’ certifiates to the 
effect that he was being treated for 


|insommonia and he said he took toe 


many slepping pills. 





Yiddish Actor Sued 


The Hollywood Yiddish Film Corp. 
filed a $15,000 breach of contract suit 
in N. Y. federal court Friday (14) 


| against Moishe Oysher, cantor, con- 


| two-picture 


cert and radio singer, stage and 
screen actor, claiming latter walked 
out on a film he was making for the 
plaintiff. It is alleged that under a 
contract Oysher was 
making ‘Singing Milkman’ for the 
plantiff in Hollywood in March, 1941, 
when he quit. 


Defendant was to have received 


,10% of the gross plus $500 for the 


first film. 
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Plays on Broadway 





Ring Around Elizabeth 


Comedy in three acts, presented at the 
Playhouse, N. Y., Nov. 17, '41, by Allen 
Boretz and Wiiliam Schorr in association 
with Alfred Bloomnigdale; written by Charl 
Armstrong; Jane Cowl starred: McKay 
Morris featured; staged by Schorr; setting 
by Raymond Sovey; $3.30 top. 

Laurette Carpenter Styles........... . 
Katherine Emmett 


Biubert Cherry. ccccccccsess ..Herbert Yost 
BOOTOOGRS, ovnvrdvccesececesss Marilyn Erskine 
ere ren eoseeee- Ruth Chorpenning 
Jennifer..........cccecees-- Katharine Rard 
Elizabeth Cherry.................Jane Cowl 
Irene Oliver....... eeeeee- Diantha Pattison 
END TIME, 5000000000 s'saecn Lea Penman 
Ralph Cherry..... eeeseceees- McKay Morris! 
Andy Blayne...... $80006s04 Barry Sullivan 
PER vccéshbensdetex Gilbert O. Herman 
Ss DENS. haGcvacécedieves Edwin Cooper 





Classed as comedy, ‘Ring Around 
Elizabeth’ is not as amusing as it 
may have looked in script. In per- 
formance. it is not diverting except 
in a few spots. Its chances are 
doubtful. 

That it attracted the attention of 
Jane Cowl as a new starring appear- 
ance seems surprising, for the play 
does not provide her with any ex- 
ceptional opportunity. New man- 
agerial trio is presenting ‘Ring’ 
which comes from the pen of a sub- 
urbanite matron. 

There are too many disagreeable 
or irritating people in the Cherry 
family, most of whom impress as 
egomaniacs. Mercedes and Jennifer, 
two growing daughters, while totally 
different, are both temperamental to 
a degree. Maternal grandma is penu- 
rious and complaining. Paternal 
Some is a bit nutty. Husband 

lph has plenty of squawks, while 
Vida, the cook, is always threatening 
to walk out. 

It isn’t strange, 
Elizabeth, the wife, suddenly be- 
comes an amnesia case. She doesn’t 
remember anything except what hap- 
pened 20 years before—at least that 
is the story. From out front it was 
not clear whether Elizabeth is level- 
ing, or just pretending, which is one 
of the play’s irritating reactions. 

Jennifer is going about with one 
Andy Blayne, whose intentions are 
Opaque, too. He is somewhat older 
than the girl, and mother disap- 
proves, though the fellow isn’t in- 
fatuated with the plain-looking lass. 
Elizabeth comes into an 
of $1,500, and all the others think 
they are going to dip in. 

That’s where the amnesia comes 
in. Doctor explains that Elizabeth's 
ego has found a way of escape from 
all family annoyances, it being ex- 


therefore, that 


plained that the others have been | 
Elizabeth 


using her as a doormat. 
decides to invest the money in a boat 
which Blayne wants for’a trip to the 
West Indies, there to make money in 
trading. 

She says she is going along, and 
there doesn’t seem to be anything to 
do about it. Elizabeth appears to come 
out of the forgetfulness stuff, and by 
that time husband and kids make no 
further attempts to dissuade her. 
From what goes on it might be in- 
ferred that she has been playing 
*possum.all the while. Anyhow, be- 
lieving that the tantrums of her chil- 
dren and husband have moderated, 
Elizabeth decides to remain at home. 

Miss Cowl’s appearances have 
graced the stage, what with her 
charm and poise, but in the new play 
she is not at her best. McKay Morris 
is the husband, supposed to be quick 
tempered, but the authoress has also 
failed to make that character clear. 
Marilyn Erskine, a chubby girl, does 
Mercedes well enough, a kid given 
to fits of squalling. Katharine Bard 
is the daughter who thinks she is in 


love. Diantha Pattison, as a friend, 
does well for a time. Most of the 
Ibee. 


others are also annoyers. 


THEATRE 


John Golden production of three-act 
comedy (6 scenes) by Guy Bolton and 
Somerset Maugham: staged by Golden; 
starring Cornelia Otis Skinner, with Arthur 
Margetson featured; settings, Donald Oen- 
slager. Opened Noy. 12, '41, Mudson, N. Y¥ 
$3.30 top. 

Julia Lambert.......:; Cornelia Otis Skinner 
DEP, DOTBIOR: é.cvsvivocsese ...Leon Shaw 
TUG) ine, 6 wis 006 « bCeeeeeeh 6e~ ... Viola Roache 
Michael Gosselyn......-. Arthur Marget 

Roger Go i> ¢nathead Frederick Bradlee 
"DOME: WEEE: 6c cca ceosccee ..John Moore 
Jevons aT e WSS 600 weeSee< J. Colvil Dunn 
Dolly De Vries ; . ...Helen Flint 
Lord Charles Temperley...Francis Compton 
AVIS CHEOtOR. «0.000000 dane oc Jane Gordon 
A Stage Manager......ce--; George Spelvin 
& ree int Star ey H TI on 


‘Theatre’ is a moderate entry for 
Broadway money, chiefly because of 
a familiar story pattern about a 
leading theatrical pair. Of ‘The 
Royal Family’ genera, roles of 
Cornelia Otis Skinner and Arthur 
Margetson might be labeled the Lunt 
& Fontanne of England — in a 
broader sense, of course—and their 
domestic life, jealousies, peccadillos 
and intrigues sum up into a fairly 
bright evening in the theatre 

Thus, the play ‘Theatre’ is quite 


like its theatrical principals—a suace | 


too theatrical for realism, despite 
some brittle and ofttimes brilliant 
dialog by Guy Bolton (or so it is 
assumed, since co-author Somerset 
Maugham is said to have made frank 
reference that Bolton’s adaptation of 
the Maugham original, a novel of 
the same name of several years 
back, was ‘rather freely done’). 

he book and the play differ not a 


little, and the balance is said to be 
| in favor of the original novel, al- 
though its zest and gusto necessitated 
la modification for rostrum purposes. 
| Miss Skinner and Margetson play 
‘the No. 1 legits of England who, for 
| benefit of boxoffice and their dear, 
j}dear public, live under the name 
lroof although quietly divorced dur- | 
ling one of their American tours 
i'many years back, Their co-habita- 
ition is innocuous, although the pre- 





text of domestic felicity fools even 
their 16-year-old offspring, who's | 
just entering Cambridge. ; 
When Miss Skinner wants to again 
‘test her s.a., and a covetous female 
learns of the true state of domestic 
i severance and ‘adopts’ her husband 
(Margetson), it brings about a series 
of amorous complications that are 
not without their expected turns. 
Miss Skinner finds she needs Marget- 
son more than she suspected, and 
while he welcomes his escapade, for 
a while, he too returns to the call of 
the sock-and-buskin, and so it ends. 
The chit-chat, cross-purposes and 
crossfire are full of guile and gusto, 
but it only adds up to a fair evening 
in the theatre. Miss Skinner, best 
known for her protean artistry with 





her mimicry, gives a sparkling per- 
formance with her forthright role. 

John Moore is a bit unconvincing 
as the lady-killer, and that goes also 
for Helen Flint as the femme lure, 
who is a shade eclipsed by the 
woman she would cut out. Jane 
Gordon likewise lacks the externals 
to impress as the bright young thing 
who takes Miss Skinner’s pseudo- 
lover away. 

Donald Oenslager has endowed 
the production with some effective 
sets, notably the living room of the | 
Gosselyns in Hampstead. The last 
act calls for considerable play- 
within-a-play, and while the Bolton- 





Maugham dialog puts emphasis on 


the butler character not behaving 
like a stage butler, this is not | 
sufficient insurance to offset any | 


illusion that the actress-lead doesn't 
still behave like an actress. But to 
Miss Skinner’s credit—she does make 
off with much illusion, as offset to 





inheritance | 


"| native woman while 
| That he is married and fathered | 


the not always believable sequence 
of events. Abel. 


LITTLE DARK HORSE 


Comedy in three acts presented at the 
Golden, N. Y Nov. 16, ‘41, by Donald 
Blackwell and Raymond Curtis; adapted 


from French of Andree Birabeau by Theresa 
Helburn; Cecilia Loftus and Walter Slezak 


featured: staged by Melville Burke; setting 
| designed by John Koenig; $3.30 top 
OR, oss tas cdot enne ue .Wauna Paul 
Dr. Roubert.....ccccceesersees tolfe Sedan | 
Louise Monfavet...eceeeeee-Leona Powers | 
Madame Onzain.....e0.+.--..Cecilla Loftus 
Catherine (Cathy)..... cocoeee-- Anita Magee 
Jean-Pierre (Jipe)..cccccevess Raymond Roe | 
Patrick (Patoche)..........+-.-Edmon Abel 
Madame Vellenaud.......-Kathryn Givney 
Madame Montfavet..... avéccb eis he Mage 
Emil Onzain......ce6 eoeee-.. Walter Slezak 
Noel.. soosedongneneawes R. V. Whitaker 
Francois Monfavet......+-..65. Grant 


Miscegenation has been the subject 
of stage drama every now and then, 
but none such play has ever been 
popular. Fashioned into comedy as 
in ‘Little Dark Horse,’ the idea still | 
doesn’t jell as diversion. 


too much of it is dull. 
a play from the foreign is 
task. 


no easy | 


all but one speak in the English 
idiom, something is lost and the story 
becomes unbeliévable. 


Attempt was made to make the 
play sexy, but it seemed that went 
only around the edges. There is a 
mixture of elderly people and kids, 
with the youngsters coming out 
much the better. Play was tried out 
last summer in the country, when its 
chances were regarded as mild. That 
the Broadway presentation is much 
better does not seem to matter much. 

Francois Monfavet, a French engi- 
neer, gets himself mixed up with a 
in the Congo. 











| three children before going to Africa 
|for three years doesn’t matter. As 
|he tries to explain it, his wife is 
|} something of an emotional iceberg 
| despite their offspring. 

Francois brings a little pickaninny 
| back with him, placing the child in a 
{school near Marseilles. 
taken ill his wife and mother-in-law 
'rubber into his checkbook, see re- 
mittances to the school for one Noel 
and arrive at the conclusion that the 
kid is his illegitimate child. They 
believe he should see the kid and he 
is fetched by Emil, bachelor brother- 
in-law. 

The Monfavet children learn what 
it is all about and decide little col- 
ored Noel should remain in their fam- 
ily. To prevent the neighbors from 
gossiping, it is proposed that Noel be 
reported to be the son of Emil and 
> es Francois’ mother to adopt the 

id. 

Cecilia Loftus is the grandma, de- 
scribed as having switched her 
tyranny to son Emil upon the death 
of her husband. Emil, as played by 
Walter Slezak, is humorously in- 
dolent,he being the only one to have 
a dialect, and it isn’t French. They 
are much the best of the adults. Le- 
lona Powers was changed from one 
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Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Lady Comes Across’—Charles 
R. Rogers, George Hale 

‘Golden Wings’ (R.A.F.) 
ert Milton. 

‘Letters to Lucerne’ — Dwight 
Deere Wiman. 

‘The King's Maid’—-Oscar Ser- 
lin. 

‘Sunny River’—Max Gordon. 

‘Five Chelsea Lane’—Shepard 
Traube. 

‘The Admiral Had a Wife’— 
Jose Ferrer, Ruth Wilk. 





Rob- 








part to anoiher and is playing the 
role originally assigned Lily Cahill. 
That there is any difference was not 
evicent. 

The youngsters who fare much the 
best are Edmond Abel, Raymond 
Roe, Anita Magee and R. V. Whit- 
aker. Latter is the tiny colored boy, 
a polite, likeable laa. Ibee. 


MACBETH 


Revival of William Shakespenre’s tragedy, 
starring Maurice Evans and Judith Ander- 


son. Arranged in two acts of seven and 12 
scenes, respectively. Staged by Murgaret 
Webster Scenery designed by Samuel 


Leve, costumes by Lemuel Ayers, and inet- 
dental musie by Lehman Enge Produced 
by Evans and John Haggoit. At the Na- 








| six-shooter in her pocket. 


tional theatre, N, Nov. 11, ‘41. $3.30 
top 

Du HH cccnecceccceasere ‘ Harry Irvine 
BERICOIM 2c ccceecveveceses ..Ralph Clanton 
Donalbain....ccccsccccceses William Nichols 
BEOMLOTES oveccdsceseces rere Ernest Graves 
MBABGR.'. 04 coccevscssccoecvess Philip Huston 
CECT Te Seeereeeeses ..FErford Gage 
Caithness. ciccccecsccvcscces Walter Williams 
WANE. 6s voice weteetes saneeed Alex Courtnay 
SerMeant re ov cccses ob eadees spat John Treland 
ROBO. 5. oc detect dnneds 06.4604 6 68 Henry Brandon 
BMachetth.. .ccccecccescecesses Maurice Evans 
BOMGUO. coscscrccodescecesenets,, COCWORER 
Lady Macbeth... ccccedeeve Judith Anderson 
Messenger....... Kins ebsatesrviwar John Straub 
PE... +esecedtcetocndessal Irving Morrow 
POTTOT . cs naseccendesees -.-. William Hansen 
POMORON «06 5s0.008 0094 SOT e be Herbert Rudley 
An Old Matisesccrrvesstacacesa john Parrish 
MEW eco ¥éctaceegeeeeeednssen Inckie Ayers 
ieee PEUVGCTOR Ss oc 0sccvcscves ee John Treland 
Becond Murderer. .cccececescsicd John Straub 
AltanGant...-cccscievecseces Ada MeFuarltand 
ERGY BISCO, occ csvovrtvcses Viola Keats 
PEE, ee gevdsceecds ss Richard Tytler 
First Witch...... CocveWosecees Grace Coppin 
OCOCG WC Ns 664 cas cbenes ces Abby Lewis 
PUN “Oe DUONG én ik cose ceunee Williom Hansen 
bs  SRELETE LIC PPer Toe tee Harry Irvine | 
Waiting-Gentlewoman........ Grace Coppin 
TOONS BOMlel.. 6 0is vsbevrcens Alex Courtnay | 
RIT ic at ewa rec has Ook. -- John Parrish 


In the period of some 400 years 


| since the first performance of Shake- 


speare’s ‘Macbeth,’ it is difficult to 
visualize any presentation of his 


| great tragedy more effectively acted 
| than the current revival by Maurice 


Evans, ably assisted by Judith 
Anderson, in the role of the lady 
accessory to the crime of multiple 
murder. Surely, nothing finer, in a 
strict theatrical sense, has been done 
in the American theatre within 
memory of the present generation. 
On the basis of sheer histrionic 
merit, the boxoffice will respond 
handsomely and generously. 

At the outset, any mention of the 
performance must contain high 
praise for the staging of the play by 
Margaret Webster, who probably 
had most to do with the expert and 
deft arrangement of the text, per- 
mitting a speedy and exciting un- 


| folding of felony in the Highlands. 
|The five 

Besides being very spotty, and de-| original 
spite the fact that there are laughs,| narts. of seven and 12 scenes, re- 
Transplanting spectively. 


of the 
into two 


acts and 28 scenes 
are condensed 


; The abbreviations and 
deletions are of incidental plot. Thus 


The locale is retained, as are | emphasis is given to the more im- 
the names of the characters, so when | portant and absorbing psychological 


passages. 
Accomplishment of this miracle of 
staging and directing was achieved 
by ruthless disregard of Macbethian 
tradition. Scenes dissolved into suc- 
ceeding action with the smoothness 
of film technique. Incidental music 
arranged by Lehman Engel enhances 
the action. Final and satisfying ef- 


fect is as if ‘Macbeth’ bore a 1941 
copyright. Samuel Leve’s settings, 


drops and curtains furnish the effi- 
cient backgrounds. The guy at the 
switchboard deserves specia! billing. 

With his distinguished record of 
Shakespearean roles it was to be 
expected that Evans would give an 
inspired reading. Many will regard 


Previously he has 
appeared in ‘Romeo and_ Juliet,’ 
‘Richard II,’ ‘Henry the Fourth, First 


—— 


Plays Out of Town 


CHILLS AND FEVER 


Wilmington, Del., Nov. 15. 
Comedy in three acts by Harlan Thomp- 
eon, presented and staged by the author. 
Settings by Cirker & Robbins. Costuming 


by Blanca Strook. Presented at ‘the Play- 
house, Nov. 14-15, "41. 
POMOTwOR DORE, 0006 ccvccec avr Jess Barker 
Conception Ramirez......... Diosa Costello 
J" BAe neécbhbes: see Weel 
Francis X. O’Reilly.......-:; Richard Irving 
Jimmy Jewett...... eesess ..- Lester Allen 
Butch (bartender)..............+. Ray Mayer 
BEVGITR LOREM cc ccccccies Barbara Wooddell 
, ek: ROO, ova ficcaceeeess Helen Raymond 
Dennis O' Hellly..cccccecsss Whitner Bissell 
Bhipts. Oicer. .cccecceackts Michael St. Angel 
Mrs. O’Reilly....... ~-e--Kathieen Comerys 
Clara Lew Wyatt «0 cvessese Patricia Wilder 
Clara Lou Wyatt 
Believing the time is ripe for 


ultra-screwball farce, Harlan Thomp- 
son has cooked up a dish which a 
first-night audience found alter- 
nately hot and cold. Swifter pacing, 
more subtle laugh lines, and a few 
cast changes seem to be in order be- 
fore ‘Chills and Fever’ makes a bid 
for big town approval. | 

The basic idea is funny. A he-man 
westerner discovers that his son is 
more interested in growing orchids 


than handing them out to sweet 
young things. Hearing about the 
science of hormones, he invites a 


doctor to accompany the family on a 
yachting trip with the idea of turn- 
ing sonny boy into a Romeo, From 
then on everything is strictly screw- 
ball, with a fantastic set of char- 
acters trying to be funny but not 
always succeeding. 

The whole thing follows the 
pattern of a modern burlesque show 
minus songs and strip-tease. Most of 


| the laugh lines are plenty blue. 


The cast works hard to milk 
laughs from any and all lines, Lester 
Allen, as a Sixth avenue boule- 
vardier, and Ray Mayer, as a bar- 
tender, are the most successful. 
Richard Irving, as papa, played in 
the proper farcical vein, and Bar- 


bara Wooddell are kept busy 
changing costumes. 
Patricia ‘Honeychile’ Wilder is 


moderately successful as a southern 
gal with sugar on her tongue and a 
Whitner 
Bissell is the boy who goes on the 


|yachting trip in search of rare 
orchids and comes home hunting 
skirts. 





i*‘The Rivals,’ 





Part’ (Falstaff), ‘Hamlet’ and ‘Twelfth | 


Night’ (Malvolio). As the Scottish 
thane, who became king through a 


series of homicides engineered by the 
ambitious Lady Macbeth, Evans gives 
the character every shade of its 
complex coloring. His elocution, 
whether in-. soliloquy, asides or 
dialog, is definite and articulate. 

No higher estimate of Miss Ander- 
son’s portrayal can be given than 
that she is Evans’ equal throughout. 
Her opening scene, in which she 
reads the letter from her victorious 
husband, the inspiration for her dark 
plottings, is artistic trouping of the 
highest order. And the famous 
sleep-walking episode is memorable, 
However cruel and wicked her 
motives, Miss Anderson’s Lady Mac- 
beth is a woman of rich physical 
beauty. The feminine warmth of 
her nature, expressed in a hundred 
spontaneous’ gestures and_ tones, 
easily explains the antics of her 
uxorious husband. 


Supporting cast maintains the 
standard of the two stars. Herbert 
Rudley is: fine as Macduff, and 


‘full price of admssion. 


| 
| 





fg . lable, if startling. 
his Macbeth as superior to anything | : 
| he has done here 


The set designers did an excellent 
job. Their yacht interiors invoked 
very favorable comment. Klepfer. 


THE RIVALS 


Washington, Nov. 18. 


Comedy in two acts nine acenes, by 
Richard Brinsley Sheridan; with Mary 
Boland, Bobby Clark and Walter Hampden; 
staged by Eva Le Gallienne; eettings and 


costumes by Watson Barratt; presented by 
t! Theatre Guild at the National, week 
of Nov. 17, ‘41 

Lydia Languish........... Haila Stoddard 
OS ey ES ceeeeswocccece ss Helen Ford 
i er rerres Sree ree me 
Mrs. Malaprop......... eeee oe Mary Boland 
Sir Anthony Absolute....Walter Hampden 
Pee ccnee SR a, Hee Raymond Johnson 
Captain Absolute...ccecece: .-»-Denald Burr 
Faulkland.........cceceese..-Robert Walisten 
MOTOR. oc cccebectsecose Cesecces Bobby Clark 
Boy..... adh Gh bere beaks ce Walt Draper 
Sir Lucius O'Trigger.....Philip Bourneauf 
IP é ds 64 6 400%0.608 4eee® race Sinclair 
POCCIMAR ooo cb chicdbeeseCCss Hilary Monahan 
WOGMOAR 6. 6c cco rdesseceneecbes George Boots 


Richard Brinsley Sheridan’s come- 
dy of British manners in 1775 still 





|garners a goodly quota of guffaws. 


Theatre Guild’s new production of 
here for a week at 
outset of road tour, looks destined 
for success in the hinterlands and 
might do moderately in New York 
if competition doesn’t get too tough. 
_ Comedy is played with all stops 
out, Eva Le Gallienne’s direction 
achieving some moments of hysteri- 
cal hokum. First-nighter with a 
long memory reports the script very 
close to one used by Joe Jefferson 
40 years ago, but Guild wasn’t being 
reverent toward Sheridan when it 
hired Mary Boland and Bobby 
Clark for Mrs. Malaprop and Bob 
Acres, then said shoot the ham to me 
Hampden to Walter. 

Whimsical is the only word for 
such casting and the effect is agree- 
Not so much of a 
surprise, of course, to find Miss 
Boland in the role that coined a word 
used ever since to describe those 
who employ polysyllabic word: 
wrongly, and her Mrs. Malaprop is 
a top-notch job. But it is stunt-cast- 
ing to put Hampden and Clark in a 
restoration comedy, and evidently a 
stunt they enjoy. Hampden poses, 
flourishes, snorts and thunders with 
gleeful gusto. And Bobby skitters 
about in that scampering Clark man- 
ner, handily winning another audi- 
ence. He’s a guy who knows how to 





Staats Cotsworth makes Banquo a 
human being. Ralph Clanton brings 
to Malcolm athletic appearance and 
youthful self-assurance. William 
Hanson gets all the laughs possible 
from the ‘Knock, knock, knock’ 
speech. Viola Keats is splendid in 
the bit part of Lady Macduff. 

* From all of which it might be sur- 
mised that ‘Macbeth’ is a first-class 
show. It’s better than that. It 
should be a Mecca for every actor, 
young and old, who desires to see 
and study superlative thesping. 
Merely to watch Miss Anderson 
exeunt from her scenes is worth the 
Flin. 


enrich any part with bits of daft 
business and ‘The Rivals’ is the bet. 
ter for his presence. 

Others in the cast don't take ‘The 
Rivals’ seriously, of course, giving 
it the works with much heaving and 
sighing and blunt asides to the audi- 
ence. Play probably never had, for 
instance, a prettier Lydia Languish 
than Haila Stoddard, nor one whe 
could heave a deeper sigh or weep 
more desolately when cheated out 
of an elopement. 

Donald Burr cuts a fine figure, too 
as the Capt. Jack Absolute, who 
poses as an impoverished ensign tu 
woo a girl, then finds himself on a 
spot when his father tries to arrange 
a match for his son with the same 
girl. And Philip Bourneuf is im- 
pressive as Sir Lucius O'Trigger, the 
one who involves himself in a duel 
when he thinks Jack Absolute’s lass 
is his own dish, whereas he has 
really been corresponding with the 
forbidding Mrs. Malaprop. 

This little exercise in humorous 
complication, with which Sheridan 
became the Noel Coward of his day, 
would hardly get by on its own 
again, of course. But with Le 
Gallienne, Miss Boland and Hamp- 
den forgetting that the theatre is an 
art, and with Bobby Clark remem- 
bering that even a classic is just a 
vehicle for the right comedian, it 
becomes quite a frolic. 

Further informal note has been 
added the production by way of the 
song and dance, the songs cheerfully 
risque. Helen Ford, who turns in a 
becoming performance as the con- 
niving maid, and Burr have one 
song each, both just brief between- 
scene interludes, and Clark once 
turns song-and-dance man, audience 
demanding an encore opening night. 
It’s a hint that ‘The Rivals’ might 
possibly make a musical book. 

Piece is given speed by new play- 
ing arrangement, original five acts 
becoming two acts and nine scenes. 


Watson Barratt’s settings, in addi- 
tion to being handsome, are utili- 


tarian enough that there are no long 
waits for changes. He'’s costumed 
the players attractively, too. 

Mac. 


Pioneer Negro Group 
Getting New Theatre 


Cleveland, Nov, 18. 

Gilpin Players, who had the oldest 
Negro repertory theatre in the coun- 
try until last season, when _ its 
Karamu was destroyed by fire, are 
having a new one built for them at 
a cost of $500,000. 

Funds are being raised for the 
pioneer group, which Mr. and Mrs. 
Russell Jelliffe founded 26 years ago, 
| by backers interested in furthering 
| the Negro theatre. Campaign for 
|tionw! will be put across on a na- 
' 





tionwide scale by its national board 
of directors, which includes Marian 
| Anderson, Langston Hughes, Tallu- 
| lah Bankhead, Carl Van Vechten, 
| Dorothy Maynor and Oswald Garri- 
son Villard on its roster. 


Dismiss ‘Lady’ Suit 


Edward Sheldon and 
Ayer Barnes’ suit against 
Frohman, Inc., Gilbert Miller and 
Paramount Pictures, Inc., was dis- 
missed Monday (17) by Justice Fer- 
dinand Pecora in N. Y. Action 
sought $50,000 for the alleged un- 
authorized production of ‘Dishonored 
Lady’ in England in 1928. 

Suit of Guthrie McClintic against 
Sheldon and Miss Barnes, which 
was the original action, still stands, 





Margaret 
Charles 





with this suit seeking $67,608, repre- 
senting 50%of what the authors re- 
ceived from Metro for the plagiarism 
of the play by the film company in 
‘Letty Lynton.’ It was McClintic who 


| secured the dismissal of the action 





against Frohman, Paramount ana 
Miller, claiming the action had no 


right to be brought. 
With a Sigh for B’way 


Hollywood, Nov. 18. 

Ray Golden, Coast producer, has 
high hopes of a Broadway produc- 
tion for his recent acquisition, ‘TU 
Never Leave You’ by Aubrey Wis- 
berg and Robert Sneddon. 

Play gets a Frisco tryout before 
moving east. 





Tozere Bankrupt 


Frederick R. Shoobridge, known 
professionally as Frederick Tozere, 
actor employed by Brock Pemberton, 
filed a voluntary petition of bank- 
ruptcy in N. Y. federal court Satur- 
day (15), listing $590 in assets and 
$2,874 in liabilities. 

Assets consist of $500 in bonds and 
$90 in clothes. 
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‘North’ Good $9,500, ‘Native Son’ 
Fairish $6,000 in 1st Chi Wks. 





aa 


Chicago, Nov. 18. 

Loop was good last week, with two 
.\ new shows making bows. ‘Mr, and 
Mrs. North’ got under way in the 
Harris, and ‘Native Son’ followed in 
the Studebaker, the first show play- 
ing nine performances and the sec- 
ond, eight. 

On Thursday (20) the Great 
Northern will relight with a stock 
policy, the first in this town in many 
vears. First show will be ‘Village 
Green, and stars Jack Norworth, 
who has not been seen for a long 
time. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Claudio, Selwyn (9th week) 
(1,000; $2.75). Holding up well and 
continues to make a_ considerable 
profit for John Golden. Came 
through last week with another 
pright mark at $12,000. 

‘Louisiana Purchase,’ Erlanger (5th 
week) (1,400; $3.85). Musical re- 
mains a powerful boxoffice item and 
was only a speck off absolute ca- 
pacity at $26,500. 

‘Mr. and Mrs. North,’ Harris_ (1st 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Got away nicely 
on smart publicity and good press 
reports, snagging $9,500 for initial 
week. 

‘Native Son,’ Studebaker (ist 
week) (1,200; $2.20). Drew mixed 
comment and, after strong start on 
plenty of colored patronage, fell off 
to finish with $6,000. 


2 FATHER’ COS. GET 
$20,000, 196 ON ROAD 


Youngstown, O., Nov. 18._ 
‘Life With Father,’ with Louis 
Calhern and Dorothy Gish, played 
three performances here last week 
(11-12), getting estimated $8,100 at 
the State. It was the first stage 
show in the 2,000 seater in 12 years, 
house turning to pictures when 
vaudeville bills discontinued. 
‘Father’ got around $20,000 on the 
week, other one-nighters also being 
visited. 

















The other ‘Father’ company, 
headed by Percy Waram and Mar- | 
galo Gillmore, grossed approximate- | 
ly $19,000 in two Michigan stands, | 
laying Lansing (10-11) and Grand | 
Reside (12-15). 


NIGHT’ BIG IN SOUTH: 
$21,000 IN 5 STANDS 





The Lunts continue their triumph- 
ant tour of the south and patronage 
to ‘There Shall Be No Night’ indi- 
cates the drawing possibilities of stel- 
lar attractions which visit territory 
that is usually arid of stage shows. 

‘Night’ grossed well over $21,000 
in five stands, top money for one 
performance being grossed in Nash- 
ville, where the take was $4,556. 
Biggest money was garnered in Bir- 
mingham, where the count was $6,- 
332 in two performances, while the 
gross at Ashville was $3,529 
towns played were Knoxville and 
Chattanooga. 


Dante, $8,000, ‘Animal’ 


96, ‘Can’t Get’ 936, L. A.) 





Holiywood, Nov. 18. 

Town’s three legits are doing okay, 
with profit all around. Dante’s 
magic show at the Playhouse, after 
two weeks downtown, will carve es- 
timated neat $8,000 on the first week. 
‘They Can’t Get You Down’ added 
approximately $9500 on the third 
tanza and is settled for a run at the 
Music Box. 

Fourth week of ‘The Male Animal’ 


at the El Capitan yielded estimated | 


g00d $9,000 and stays for two more 
weeks. 


‘Blossom’ 93G in Milw. 


Milwaukee, Nov. 18. 

Although the engagement was its 
16th here, ‘Blossom Time,’ with 
Everett Marshall, wound up its week 
Saturday night (15) at the Davidson 
With an estimated gross of $9,500, at 
$2.20 top, the take falling only 
slightly below that of its last date 

ere only eight months ago. 

House seats 1,500 and ads featured 
1,250 seats at every performance at 
55¢, $1.10 and $1.65. 


‘Hellz’ 146 in Omaha 


: Omaha, Nov. 28. 
Hellzapoppin,’ Tristate’s first offer- 
ng of the season in its newly re- 











CORNELL’S ‘DILEMMA’ 


Other | 
| Katharine Cornell 





Opened Paramount theatre, did en- 


couraging business last week (12-13). | ing at El Capitan, Hollywood. Show 


Gross was estimated fine $14,000 at 
$3.30 top, : 


Balto Crix Rap ‘Rio’ As 
Turkey; Poor $8,900 


Baltimore, Nov. 18. 

Revival of ‘Rio Rita,’ under 
Shubert auspices at Ford’s here last 
week, ran into bad press aimed at 
turkey-type mounting and dressing, 
winding up with estimated poor 
$8,900 in spite of modest $2.22 top. 

In currently as second of six plays 
planned under uild-A.T.S. sub- 
scription, apa Is All,” with a 
healthy advance of $7,000 under its 
belt before opening night at Ford’s, 
seems set for a profitable take. 


CANTOR GOOD 
$18,000 IN HUB 


Boston, Nov. 18. 

Olsen and Johnson’s new ‘Sons 0’ 
Fun’ continued to play to capacity 
houses here last week at the Shubert. 
Management is charging $3.85 top 
for Saturday nights and having no 
trouble getting it. Regular top is 
$3.30. 

Eddie Cantor also showed strength, 
as ‘Banjo Eyes’ drew capacity at 
most of the first six performances 
here. On account of radio broad- 
casts, Cantor does not play his show 
Wednesday nights. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Sons o’ Fun,’ Shubert (3d wk) 
(1,590; $3.85). Running time has been 
cut down okay and show looks like 
a successful successor to ‘Hellz’ on 
Broadway. Rang up socko $30,000 








last week. One more frame. 
‘Banjo Eyes,’ Colonial (six per- 
formances) (1,643; $3.30). Big turn- 


out to see Cantor in his first musi- 
cal since ‘Whoopee,’ hitting $18,000 
for short week. Two more stanzas. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Plymouth 
(7th wk) (1,480; $2.75).—Continues 
at a nifty pace, $15,000 for next-to- 
closing week. 

‘Junior Miss,’ Wilbur (one week) 
(1,227; $2.75). Press and word-of- 
mouth on this one points to a run 
on Broadway. Single tryout week 
here drew $11,000. 

‘The Gondoliers,’ Majestic (one 
week) (1,667; $2.20). Drew satisfac- 
tory $12,500, including extra Sunday 
benefit show. 

‘My Maryland,’ Opera House (one 
week) (3,000; $2.20). Got polite no- 
tices from the press and slight at- 
tention from the public; tallied pale 
$9,000. 





BIG $24,000 IN ST. L. 


St. Louis, Nov. 18. 
Doctor’s Dilemma,’ with 
in the top role, 
closed a one-week stand at the 
American theatre Saturday (15) with 
sock biz. Eight performances 
garnered an estimated $24,000 for 
blue-ribbon take of the current sea- 
son. House was scaled to $3.30 and 

piece received raves from the crix. 
Road company of ‘Helizapoppin,’ 
headed by Billy House and Eddie 
Garr, moved into the American Sun- 
day (16) for one-week engagement, 


‘Papa Is All’ Okay 





‘The 








$16,000 in D.C. Tryout} 





Washington, Nov. 18 

‘Papa is All,” new comedy by| 
Patterson Greene, was not met last | 
week with same enthusiastic critical 
acclaim accorded it in Pittsburgh, | 
but called pleasant enough. Thea- | 
tre Guild production still managed | 
approximately okay $16,000 for its | 
pre-Broadway week at the Na- 
tional, at $2.75 top. 

Current is Guild’s revival of 
Sheridan’s ‘Rivals,’ with Mary 
Boland and Bobby Clark. Opening 
night (17) a sell-out. 


Dinner’ $8,300 in S. F. 


San Francisco, Nov. 18. 
‘Man Who e to Dinner,’ with 
Taylor Holmes topping. is doing 
healthy biz at Henry Duffy’s Alcazar, 
grabbing estimated $8,300 in its first 








week. Skedded to move into the 

Mayfair, Portland (25), jumping 

thence to Seattle (30). 
Meanwhile Duffy is reading 


‘Springtime for Henry,’ with Edward 
Everett Horton, for a Nov. 30 open- 


originally reopened the Alcazar here 





last April. 


‘CLASH’ N.G. $11,000 
AMID PANS IN PITT. 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 18. 

Tallulah Bankhead doesn’t have 
much luck with new plays in Pitts- 
burgh. Couple of years ago her 
‘Little Foxes’ did nothing at all prior 
to going to New York for a long and 
prosperous run. Last week she had 
a similar experience at Nixon with 
‘Clash by Night,’ which barely got 
estimated $11,000 at $2.75 top, more 
than $2,000 of that coming from a 
sold-out benefit performance opening 
night. 

Unlike ‘Foxes,’ however, which got 
raves with one exception, ‘Clash’ 
was unanimously panned locally. 
Adverse reviews resulted in flock of 
refunds after show had gotten off to 
a healthy advance, and play’s back- 
ers generally blamed raps on unruly 
society first-nighters, claiming the 
plush audiences and Odets’ philoso- 
phies didn’t mix and that this in- 
compatability was passed on to the 
crix. Couple of reviewers were 
asked to come back for another look 
later in the week, but even after 
that stuck by their original opinions. 


Nixon currently has ‘Student 
Prince,’ also at $2.75 top. Couple of 
years ago house was peddling this 
same show at $1.50 with no takers. 
House has legit competition, too, for 
a change, ‘Life With Father’ having 
settled down at Senator, ordinarily a 
film house, last night (17) for a two- 
week session. 








Current Road Shows 





‘Admiral Had a Wife’—Playhouse, 
Wilmington (27-29). 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (Erich von 
Stroheim)—Plymouth, Boston (19- 
22); Metropolitan, Providence (24); 
Court Square, Springfield, Mass. (25- 
26); Bushnell Aud., Hartford, Conn. 
(27); Klein Aud., Bridgeport, Conn. 
(28); McCarter, Princeton, N. J. (29). 

‘Banjo Eyes’ (Eddie Cantor )—Co- 
lonial, Boston (19-29). 

‘Blossom Time’—Hanna, Cleveland 
(19-22); Grand Opera House, Chi- 
cago (24-29). 

‘Chills and Fever’—Wilbur, Boston 
(19-22). 

‘Clash by Night’ (Tallulah Bank- 
head, Joseph Schildkraut)—Locust, 
Philadelphia (19-22). 

‘Claudia’ (Lila Lee )—Selwyn, Chi- 
cago (19-29). 

‘Claudia’—Erlanger, Buffalo, N. Y. 


19-22); Royal Alexandria, Toronto 
(24-29). 
‘Doctor’s Dilemma’ (Katharine 
Cornell) — Biltmore, Los Angeles 
(19-29), 
Gilbert and Sullivan—Majestic, 


Boston (19-29). 


‘Golden Wings’ (‘R.A.F.’)—Play- 


house, Wilmington (22); National, 
Washington (24-29). 
‘Hellzapoppin’ — American, St. 


Louis (19-22); Coliseum, Evansville, 
Ind. (24); Virginia, Champaign, Il. 
(25); English, Indianapolis (26-29). 

‘Hope for a Harvest’ (Fredric 
March, Florence Eldridge)—Walnut, 
Philadelphia (19-22). 

‘King’s Maid’—Maryland, 
more (24-29). 

‘Life With Father’ (Margabo Gill- 
more, Percy Waram)—Palace, Flint, 


Balti- 


Mich. (19-21); Michigan, Jackson, 
Mich, (22); Michigan, Ann Arbor, 
Mich. (24-25); Victory, Dayton, O. 


(26-28): Shrine, Ft. Wayne, Ind. (29). 

‘Life With Father’ (Dorothy Gish, 
Louis Calhern)—Senator, Pittsburgh 
(19-29). 

‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Victor 
Moore, William Gaxton)—Erlanger, 
Chicago (19-29). 

‘Male Animal’ (Otto Kruger)—El 
Capitan, Hollywood (19-29). 

‘Mr. and Mrs. North’—Harris, Chi- 
cago (19-29). 

‘My Sister 


Eileén’—Cass, Detroit 


| (19-29), 


‘Native Son’—Studebaker, Chicago 
(19-29). 

‘Papa Is All’—Ford’s 
(19-22);Wilbur, Boston (24-29). 

‘Play With Fire’—Cox, Cincinnati 
(19-22): Nixon, Pittsburgh (24-29). 


‘Rio Rita’—Forrest, Philadelphia 
(19-29). 

‘Rivals’ (Mary Boland, Walter 
Hampden, Bobby Clark)—National, 
Washington (19-22); Ford’s, Balti- 
more (24-29); Hartman, Columbus 
(24-26): Taft Aud., Cincinnati (27- 
29). 


‘Separate Rooms’ (Alan Dinehart, 
Lyle Talbot )—Park, Youngstown, O. 
(19); Union Opera House, New 
Philadelphia, O. (20); Colonial, 
Akron, O. (21); Shea’s, Erie, Pa. (22); 
Hanna, Cleveland (24-29). 


Baltimore | 








‘Macbeth’ $16,000, ‘Spring’ $14,000, 
New B’way Clicks; Face It’ $34,000, 
‘Lady 296, As Leaders’ B.0. Holds Up 


Two arrivals last week attracted{rive until 


attention, they being ‘Spring Again’ 
and ‘Macbeth,’ both getting 
promising starts. 
fair press break. Leaders held their 
boxoffice pace. Five new shows this 
week. 


Estimates for Last Week 

Key: C (Comedy), D 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 





off to} 
‘Theatre’ got a/| 


} 


(Drama), | 3,027; $1.65). 
(Revue), | and claimed to better previous week 


} 


Dec. 1; ‘Hellz’ 
profitable; $24,000 estimated. 

‘High Kickers,’ Broadhurst (2d 
week) (M-1,142; $4.40). Up another 
notch, with gross quoted around 
$22,600; encouraging because no par- 
ties figured in the takings. 

‘It Happens on Ice,’ Center (2d re- 
peat engagement) (18th week) (R- 
Quoted around $25,500 


plenty 


by $1,000;.extra matinees this week 


‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton | Will further tilt rink revue gross. 


(45th week) (CD-938: $3.30). New 


successes have not affected capacity | $3.30). 
Which was | Written 


pace of this stalwart, 
quoted around $16,500 again. 

‘Best Foot Forward,’ Barrymore 
(7th week) (M-1,104; $4.40). An- 
other extra matinee (Armistic Day) 
accounted for gross going to $27,000, 
which tops previous nine-per- 
formance week. 


‘Blithe Spirit,’t Morosco (2d week) 


(CD-938; $3.30). Looks like solid 


voin house has registered in years. 

‘Claudia,’ Booth (40th week) (CD- 
712; $3.30). Two companies now 
playing out of town, with original 
still favored on Bruadway; esti- 
mated topping $10,000. 

‘Candle in the Wind,’ Shubert (4th 
week) (D-1,405; $3.30). Guild sub- 
scription only part of boxoffice sup- 
port, as proven by last week’s pace, 

oss again being close to $20,000 
evel. 

‘Cuckoos on the Hearth,’ Ambas- 
Sador’ (9th week) (C-1,200; $3.30). 
Third house to get this laugh show; 
moved here from Mansfield and en- 
joyed best Sunday afternoon at- 
tendance yet for this show. 

Fr eager, Winter Garden 
(164th week) (R-1,519; $3.30). Will 
move to Majestic next week, al- 
though ‘Sons o’ Fun’ does not ar- 


GRID UPS PHILA; 
‘HARVEST’ 1% 


Philadelphia, Nov. 18. 

Good season by local football 
teams, especially Penn, has attracted 
weekly big gates and the three legit 
houses have benefited Friday and 
Saturday nights in no uncertain 
manner. 

Last night saw two openings, 
‘Clash by Night,’ the Tallulah Bank- 
head tryout in for only a single week 
at the Locust, and ‘Rio Rita,’ back 
at the Forrest for the second time 
this year and this time announced 
for two weeks. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Hope For a Harvest,’ Walnut (Ist 
week) (1,500; $3.42). First Guild- 
ATS subscription did very nicely. 
Beat $19,000. ‘Pana Is All,’ skedded 
here next week, has been cancelled. 

‘The Student Prince,’ Forrest (2d 
week) (1,800; $2). Operetta favorite 
again a riot here. Beat $17,000 in 
nine performances of final week, 
amazing at low scale. ‘Rio Rita’ now 
in for two weeks. 

‘Ring Around Elizabeth,’ 
(2d week) (1,500; $2.50). Jumped 
to a very nice $13,000 in second 
week, which meant a jump of two 
grand. Got good notices here. 


CLEVE. BIZ HEALTHY; 
‘EILEEN’ FINE $12,200 


Cleveland, Nov. 18. 








Locust 





ing over last semester’s mark at the 
Hanna, which rang up another profit- 
able week with ‘My Sister Eileen,’ 
Chicago company registered approxi- 
mately $12,200 in eight performances 
at $2.50 top, in last stanza. 

After current ‘Blossom Time,’ 
Hanna is booked up solid to Dec. 
14, when United China Charities take 
over house for a fortnight’s showing 
of film, ‘Ku Kan.’ 





Lunt, Lynn Fontanne)—Aud., Jack- 
son, Miss. (19); Aud., Memphis, Tenn. 
(20-22); Robinson Aud., Little Rock, 
Ark. (24); City Aud., Shreveport, 
La. (25); Aud., Tyler, Texas (26); 
Music Hall, Houston, Texas (27-29). 
‘They Can't Get You Down’— 
Music Box, Hollywood (19-29). 
‘Tobacco Road’ (John Barton)— 
Junction City, Kan. (19); Mun. Aud., 


burgh (19-22); Ford’s, Baltimore (24- | Kansas City, Mo. (20-22); Shrine 


‘Sons o’ Fun’ (Ole Olsen, Chic 
Johnson)—Shubert, Boston (19-26). 

‘Student Prince’— Nixon, Pitts- 
29). 

‘Sunny River’ — Shubert, New 


Haven (27-29). 
‘There ShaM Be No Night’ (Alfred 





Aud., Des Moines, Ia. (23); Orpheum, | 
Orpheum, 


Davenport, Ia. (24); 
Waterloo, Ia. (25-26); 
Ind. ; (27-29). 


Paramount, 


' 


‘Junior Miss,” Lyceum (C-1,004; 
Presented by Max Gordon; 
by Jersme Chodorov and 


Joseph Fields from Sally Benson 


Stories in New Yorker; highly rated 


j 
| 
i 


| 


out of town; opened Tuesday. 

‘Lady in the Dark,’ Alvin (re- 
sumed) (32d week) (M-1,357: $4.40). 
New musical successes have not 


| dented pace of this standout, which 


| (83d week) (D-1,214; $3.30). 
Legit grosses are consistently go- | 


should 


play through 
around 


rated 
$29,000; 


under 


season; 
only bit 


| previous pace. 
sellout and has strong press support; | ae 
quoted at $18,500 last week; biggest | 


‘Land Is Bright,’ Music Box (3d 
week) (D-1,012; $3.85). Whether this 
drama will land with the leaders is 
not definite; last week fairly good; 
around $15,000. i 

‘Let’s Face It,’ Imperial (3d week) 
(M-1450; $4.40). Nothing should stop 
new musical leader, which is selling 
out all performances; over $34,000. 

‘Little Dark Horse,’ Golden (D-789; 
$3.30). Opened Sunday (16) after 
delay of several days for cast 
changes; first night reception fair, 
but notices doubtful. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (105th 
week) (CD-1,082; $3.30). Holding to 
fine grosses, with last week slightly 
up at $15,300; two road companies 
getting even bigger money. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (47th 
week) (CD-91; $3.30). Another hold- 
over that is delivering week by 
week; went to around $12,500 last 
week with aid of an extra matinee. 

‘Pal Joey,’ St. James (45th week) 
(M-1,520; $3.30). Ready to leave for 
road; around $13,500 last week; ‘Sun- 
ny River’ slated for this spot. 

Panama Hattie, 46th St. (55th 
week) (M-1,347; $4.40). Ticket sale 
until New Year’s week, and ‘Banjo 
Eyes’ will probably be berthed else- 
where; around $24,000, and okay. 

‘Ring Around Elizabeth,’ Playhouse 
(C-865; $3.30). Presented by Allen 
Boretz, William Schorr and Alfred 
Bloomingdale; written by Charl 
Armstrong; opened Monday (17); 
quite questionalble. 

‘Spring Again,’ Miller (1st week) 
(CD-940; $3.30). Credited with prom- 
ising initial week, with the gross 
estimated around $14,000, which is 
good money in this house. 

‘The Corn Is Green,’ Royale (51st 
week) (D-1,047; $3.30). Soon to com- 
plete year’s stay and still making 
some money; around $10,000. 

‘The Seventh Trumpet,’ Mansfield 
(D-1,050; $3.30). Presented by Thea- 
tre Associates; written by Charles 
Rann Kenedy, who has not been 
represented on Broadway since ‘Ser- 
vant in the House’ (1926); opens Fri- 
day (21). 

‘The Wookey,’ Plymouth (10th 
week) (D-1,075; $3.30). Getting fairly 
good business and should play into 
winter period; slightly off last week; 
around $15,000. 

‘Theatre,’ Hudson (lst week) (CD- 
1,094; $3.30). Opened last mid-week, 
with press favorable, especially to 
Cornelia Otis Skinner in her first full 
play part; staying chances should be 
indicated this week. 

‘Walrus and the Carpenter,’ Cort. 
Dropped out of the running Saturday 
(15); played one week plus one night. 

‘Walk Into My Parlor,’ Forrest (C- 
1,165; $3.30). Presented by Luther 
Greene; written by Alexander Green- 
dale; provoked controversy in sume 
— spots; opens tonight (Wednes- 
ay). 

‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Martin Beck 
Varies 
somewhat, but still getting profitable 
money; last week’s count quoted 
around $15,000. 

Revival 

‘Macbeth,’ National (1st week) (D- 
1,162; $3.30). Drew exceptional press 
and should be among fall’s good 
things; around $16,000 in first seven 
performances, and likely to approach 
capacity. 
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PM’s 100,000 Circulation 

How much added circulation re- 
mained with PM following the re- 
cent strike by New York news- 
dealers against other dailies, and 
how much the Marshall Field III tab 
gained as result of Ralph Ingersoll’s 
series on Russia is impossible to de- 
termine because of the coincidence 
of the two hypos. 

It appears, however, 
gain can be attributed to the strike 
and the subsequent newsdealer good 
will gained by PM. Only two days 
intervened between the finish of the 
strike and the start of the Ingersoll 


articles and on those days PM cir-| Union, 


culation figures sank back virtually | 
to normal. Its execs figure, 
ever, that some people who were 
introduced to PM during the news- 
dealer boycott of their regular papers 
may have come back later, after re- 


days upon the end of the strike. 

Peak of the circulation upturn 
after the Ingersoll series started was 
30,000-40,000, better than the tilt ex- 
perienced last year when the 
publisher returned with his articles 
on England. As the Russian pieces 
continued, gain came down to around | 
8,000. 

PM circulation stands now at 
about 100,000. A circulation of about 
200,000 is needed to break even. 





Madeline Woods, Labor Ed 

Madeline Woods, who has been 
handling municipal pubilcity in Chi- 
cago for the past few years, has been 
named Labor Editor for the new 
Marshal! Field-Silliman Evans morn- 
ing daily in Chicago. 

Miss Woods was formerly 
agent for Paramount-Great Lakes. 





Philly Ledger Given Stay 

The Federal Court Thursday (13) 
granted the trustees of the Philadel- 
phia Evening Ledger permission to 
continue publication for 30 days, 
during which the situation of the 
paper is to be surveyed. The Ledger, 
involved in financial difficulties, is 
seeking permission to reorganize 
under the Chandler Act. 

After a five-day preliminary sur- 
vey, the trustees reported there was 
a reasonable chance of working out 
& solution, providing ‘reasonable 
economies and other situations can 
be met.’ Walter T. Grosscup, vice- 
president of Lit Bros. department 
store and a member of the board of 











y GEORGE STEWART 


A torrential novel of men, wind 
and water. 200,000 copies before 
publication (including Book-of- 
the-Month b -tcacndhrap 349 pages, $2.50 


Spenlove 
in Arcady 


By WILLIAM McFEE 
PP “This is McFee’s biggest and fin- 


est novel in recent years, one of his 
best."—N. Y. Herald Tribune Books. 
465 pages, $2.50 

SS IRE 





A Sentimental 
Yankee 


By JOHN DE MEYER 


wel What happened when New York's 
‘most successful playwright decided to 
restore the friendly town of his boy- 
hood memories. Nev. 27, $2.50 





COMING CLASH BY NIGHT 
RANDOM House } BY CLIFFORD oprrs, $2.00 


JUNIOR Miss 


By Fletps and CHODORoY, 
from the bestselling novel 
by SALLY BENSON. $2.0 


RANDOM HOUSE, 20 E.57,N.¥. 


IN BOOK 
FORM 


PLAYS 
( 


| WFIL, 


| the 


that not much 


one of { ie trustees, sub- 
mitted his resignation due to press 
of other business. He was replaced 
by J. Harris Warthman, retired | 
manufacturer. Tne other trustees 
are David H. Brillhart, publisher of | 
the Bethlehem (Pa.) Globe Times, 
and Robert Cresswell, “president of 
Ledger Company. 


"Nother News¢ealers’ Strike? 
Resumption of the recent strike by | 
New York newsdealers against eight 


|New York morning and evening 
dailies, loomed again yesterday | 
(Tuesday). Newsdealers Federal 


how- | 


AFL, was unable, up until | 
jlast night, at least, to come to an | 
agreement with the publishers on a} 
,;number of points which were left} 
open when Mayor 


LaGuardia nego- | 
tiated, Oct. 22, a truce of 10-day! 


| boycott. } 
suming their normal paper for a few | 


| ers had made a 
| sions, 


Although Joseph Masiello, presi-| 
dent of the union, admitted publish- | 
number of conces- | 

on Sunday (16) | 


the local 


_authorized a strike at the discretion | 


PM | 


| 


|} cause of the repeal of the neutrality 
press | 


of the exec committee. One of the | 
major points at issue is union’s de- 
mand for removal of service charges, | 
which amounts to 7 cents per 100 
papers. Sheets affected are the) 
Times, Herald Tribune. Mirror, 
News, World-Telegram, Post, Sun! 
and Journal-American. 





Isolationistic Giveaway Folds 
George T. Eggleston, editor of 
Scribner’s Commentator, said that 
publication of the Herald, weekly 
newspaper published by the maga- 


zine staff, had been discontinued ‘be- 


act.’ Only 15 issues of the Herald | 
had been printed and it was sent to 
Commentator subscribers as a pro- 
motion organ for the magazine, both 
publications being strongly isolation- 
istic in policy. 

Offices are in Lake Geneva, Wis., 
and various executives were called 
to Washington this past week to tes- 
tify before a federal grand jury in- 
vestigating Nazi prapaganda. 


More Fields’ Additions 
Latest additions to the staff of the 
Marshall Field-Sillman Evans new 
a.m. paper in Chicago include H. F. 


| Knickerbocker, as top foreign cor- 
| respondent; Sam Crafton from the 
N. Y. Post; political cartoonist Jack 


| Lambert; Dr. Nathan Davis, as medi- 
cal editor; Phil Hammond, as busi- 
ness editor, and Otto Smuckler, as 
‘assistant business editor. June Pro- 
'yvines, who has been with the Chicago 
|'Tribune for years writing chatter 
column under tag of ‘Front Views 
and Profiles,’ moves over to the new 
'daily. Edward Doherty comes in as 
i'chief editorial writer. Mrs. Gudrun 
| Aleock, former art director of Mar- 
shall Fields’ department store, is 
woman's editor. 

For the start, Claudia Cassidy will 
handle both drama and music re- 
views, Wolfe Kaufman to do pic- 
ture reviews and news. 

Among the features set are Sidney 
Skolsky and Sid Carroll, on Holly- 
wood: Lucius Beebe on New York. 
H. Allen Smith will write ‘The Light 
Side of the News.’ 

Paper will have a short-wave radio 
department, with an editor whose 
| sole job will be to listen in and com- 
i}ment on all shortwave broadcasts. 


| Political cartooning will be featured 


through the use of a daily cartoon 
photographed from clay models. 


There is talk that the paper may 
get going by Dec. 1, but that is prob- 
lematical. Rex Smith, editor, states 
that the editorial staff is 95% set 
and the other departments about 
0° 

There was a report on Monday 


(17) “that the paper would get Asso- 
ciated Press service in addition to its 
other wire services. Paper will sell 
for two cents daily and five cents on 
Sunday. 





Tovarich Reynolds 


Quentin Reynolds, en route to 
America with Steinhardt - Litvinoff 
on their special plane from Moscow 
io Washington, is being harassed by 
his publishers for a book on Moscow. 





Clyde Beatty’s Book 

Clyde Beatty’s experiences as an 
animal trainer, 
written with Earl Wilson, 
published Friday (21) 
McBride Co. Trainer, whose show- 
manship in the cage has attracted 
attention for years, admits he is 
scared. A chapter is devoted to an 
argument *with Samuel W. Gumpertz 
when the latter managed the Ring- 
ling, Barnum & Bailey circus and | 





Bros. trick, later, however, again be- 
coming friendly with Gumpertz. 


‘Piano’ and ‘McCormack’ 
Charles Cooke, on The New Yorker 


ing the Piano Pleasure’ 
Schuster; $2.50). Cooke, 
Talk of the Town reporting for | 
NYer also writes on music, theatre 
and circus. 

‘John McCormack’ (Macmillan; 
$3) has just been brought out. L. 
A. G. Strong, of London University, 
a director of Methuen & Co., London 
publishers and a member of the 
Irish Academy of Letters, is the au- 
thor of the official biography of the 
great Irish tenor. 


(Simon 
besides his, 


| 





Plug for Pix, Radio, Comics 
Under attack trom many quarters 
as detrimental to the character for- | 
mation of children, films, radio 
serials and newspaper comic strips 
were heartily defended by Mrs. 
Sidonie Matsner Gruenberg, direc- 
tor of the Child Study Association of 
America, at the 12th Annual Par- 
ents Institute at the University of 
Michigan in Detroit. 

Mrs. Gruenberg urged parents 
throughout the country to recognize | 
the educational value of the comics, 
the ‘sensational’ radio skit, the ‘lurid’ 
motion pictures and ‘even the silliest 
of the fan panes. 





| 


Blaufox’s Air Guide Book 

Publicist Jay David Blaufox, who, 
as a lieutenant in the first world war, 
was cadet-pilot in the Royal Flying 
Corps and Royal Air Force, has writ- 
ten a book for the student flier, ‘33 
Lessons in Flying,’ for publication by 
Coward-McCann, Will sell for $2.50. 

Book contains more than 100 line- 
cuts by C. B. Colby, editor of Air 
Trails. 








*20 Best Film Plays’ 

‘20 Best Film Plays,’ by John 
Gassner and Dudley Nichols, is set 
for spring publication after a year 
of negotiations by the William Mor- 
ris agency to clear all rights. 

In some cases as many as six dif- 
ferent copyright owners of a single 








' work had to be contacted, 


including | 
the film companies, book publishers, 
Magazine publishers, newspaper 
serialization and English’ publishefs! 


‘Jungle Performers,’ | 
will be} 
by Robert M. | 


Beatty was featured. He quit the big | directed at 
top and joined up with the Cole} 


| wich 


| he became an American citizen. 


| *The 


Reynolds went to USSR as press at- 
tache with W. Averell Harriman 
he it is felt that since he made the 
trek on a diplomatic mission he will 
bow out on the request for ethical 
| reasons. 


| However, since there’s no book on 


| post-war Russia as yet, a Moscow 
Diary, it is felt, would find an avid 
market. 


Wooing Latin America 
First British journalistic overture 
Latin America almost 
since the war began was revealed | 
in Buenos Aires recently by the ar- 
rival of two top-ranking English | 
newsmen, Tom Clarke and C. J. 
Murphy, representing the Hulton 


Press, owners of Picture Post, World 





staff since 1930, has turned out ‘Play- Ad forte and other British mags and 


| dail ies, 

Pair are exploring all Latin Amer- 
ica with a view of establishing the 
first British feature service to cater 
to the territory. 


LITERATI OBITS 
Eugene C. Murphy, general 
ager of the Buffalo Courier 

died after a year’s illness 
John A. Jacaty, 69, publisher of the 
Kirkwood, Mo., Monitor, died re- 
cently in St. Louis of a kidney and 
liver ailment. 
George W. 
lisher of 
Chronicle, 


man- 
Express, 


Southworth, 90, pub- 
the Needham 
one of New England’s 
oldest papers, died Nov. 16 at his 
home in Needham. He had been 
publishing his paper, a weekly, since 


1874. 
CHATTER 
Vivian Crosby sold ‘Be Still For I| 
Am God’ to Libetty mag. 
Arthur Davison Ficke, to Green- 


Village, from Hillsdale, N. Y. 
Julian Lee Rayford writing second 
novel for Scribners while in army. 
W. H 
film personalities fo1 
tions, 


Cotton in town to gander 


Ideal Publica- 


Don Ryan signed to write a new| 
Hollywood Column for Los Angeles | 


Daily News. 

Harold Montague contacting Navy 
for short stories; he was a flier in 
first World War. 

Whittlesey House, biog branch of 
McGraw-Hill, going in for first time 
with line of novels. 

Rex Stout has a mock machine 
gun, to repel isolationists, at his 
home near Paulding, N. Y. 

John Wilstach turns over new 
mystery serial, ‘Counter Agent,’ to 
Ann Elmo of A.F.G. Agency. 

Richard Le Gallienne able to leave 
Paris for London, because years ago 


(Mass. } | 


Farrar & Rhinehart for January 
publication. 

William Seabrook trying for deer 
again with Rhinebeck (N.Y.) hunt- 
ers. In last attempt a buck leaped 
right over him, unshot, Mr. Ripley. 

Don Craig back on drama for 
Washington Daily News, having been 
mustered out of the army. He was 
formerly ‘Variety’ mugg in the capi- 
tal. 

Wolfe Kaufman was tendered a 
luncheon by Hollywood correspond- 
ents before motoring to Chicago to 
assume his new job as film editor of 

the new Marshall Field daily. 


Howard Bloomfield, who left Ad- 
venture as editor, reached Florida 
safely in 32 ft. sailboat. Freelancing, 
as it is humorously called, with type- 
writer alongside cook stove in tiny 
cabin. 


and ‘Variety’ correspondent in Ma- 
drid, has been transferred to Lisbon. 
Ralph Forte has been shifted from 
UP’s Zurich bureau to Ravotto’s post 
in Madrid. - 

Bellamy Partridge, author of ‘The 
Country Lawyer,’ and ‘The Big 
Family,’ checked in at Warners to 
confer about the filming of his books, 
both of which are wrapped around 
his own life. 

John Holden leaves MacLean’s as 
fiction editor. Jack Peterson takes 
his place. H. Napier Moore, editor, 
returns to desk after illness. His 
right hand man, W. A. Irwin, 


Times and Wichita Beacon, now has 
29 papers syndicating his N. Y. Post 
column of Gotham chit-chat. 

Series of letters written by Gypsy 
Rose Lee to publisher on ‘G String 
Murder’ printed in a booklet by 
Simon & Schuster and 
critics and the trade. Chap named 
Hill repeatedly ‘named as collabora- 
tor, 

New tabloid slated to hit metro- 
politan New York newsstands Nov. 
20. Weekly and will be frankly 
| tabbed Shoestring, due to meager 
| backing. Harry Baronian 
and Jim Crouch will handle 
relations. 

First book on Britain’s current 
naval war to receive blessing of the 
British Admiralty, entitled ‘Life 
Line,’ is on the bookstalls in Lon- 
don this week. Author is Charles 
Graves, London columnist, published 
by Heinemann. 


press 
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Gracie Fields 


mms, Continued from page ] Rae 








| 
the cause more by seeking as ex- 
pensive seats as possible. 

Did 90 Mins. at Each Show 

Miss Fields did about 90 minutes 
at each show. Supporting her was 
whatever talent could be rounded 
up locally. It ran from Walter Pid- 
geon and Harriet Hoctor in Wash- 
ington to bagpipers, dancing school 
| recruits and 
other towns. Bands from British 
‘battleships being repaired in Boston 
| and Philly shared the platforms with 
| her in those cities. 
| In addition to the $230,000 from 
the U. S. tour, Miss Fields took time 
| out from Nov. 3 to 7 to play Toronto 
and garner about $15,800 more. 

British performer took only about 
$6,500 for private expenses from the 
U. S. proceeds. Under her agree- 
ment with the BWRS, it got 70% of 
the gross or about $162,500. Out of 
the other 30%, Miss Fields paid all 
expenses, including the halls, stage- 
hands, rental of pianos, added acts 
and musicians, newspaper ads, ad- 
| vance men, etc. The $6,500 was what 
| remained out of the 30°%. 
| Big Sale of Programs 

BWRS, in addition, got a tremen- 
dous sum from sale of programs, em- 
| blems, song sheets, records, pictures 
| and, other gadgets at each of the con- 
certs. 
| Miss Fields will be in Canada and 
British Columbia until Dec. 15 and 
then goes to the Coast for a rest. 
After Christmas she will either make 
a film for Metro or 20th-Fox or start 
on another tour through the southern 
states. A Metro writer accompanied 
her on part of her recent tour in an 
effort to dig up stuff around which 
to fashion a story for her. 

Biggest crowd greeted Miss Fields 
in Philly, where she played the giant 
Convention Hall. There was a mob 
of 14,000 and they paid $22,000 in 
admissions. She got 10,800 people 
in Cleveland and $16,000; 4,500 in 
Detroit and $8,500; 3,900 in Boston, 
$8,000; 6,000 in Westchester, N. Y., 
$9,000. 











Frank Gruber’s new mystery novel, ! 
Mighty - Bioekhead,’ * goes. to 


Press and arrangements in advance 
of Miss Fields were all handled by 
Ronnie Ames. 


released to 


local police bands in |} 


Joseph D. Ravotto, United Press | 





| 


still | 


will edit | 


| alwa 
| any 


away, long in poor health. 

Leonard Lyons, with addition of | 
Miami News, Greenwich Times, 
Chicago Times, Madison  (Wis.) 
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view hearing granted wes 


Lerners, 
Stanley’s music, being a Lunceford- 
Ellington combination, 


was too much 
for Glenn Miller fans who went 
about with puzzled looks on their 
pans for days afterward. The reason 
for the big crowd in this instance. 
was related to the unescapable bar- 
rage of advance publicity thrown out 
by GAC which, together with NBC 
and Mutual wires from Balboa, Cal, 

stimulated curiosity to a fever pitch, 


Of a recent Sunday eve ‘Piano 
Concerto’ Freddy Martin one-nighted 
at the Park and, as was expected, 
broke all records. Once again curi- 
Osity drew the ducks out in droves 
and everyone seemed very pleased 
with music rendered. Because of 
the colossal California delegation on 
this campus, sweet music is definitely 
a fave, thereby explaining Martin's 
click. Coming during the months 
ahead are Eddie.Fitzpatrick, another 
West Coast Kaye-type ork, and Ken 
Baker, former L. A. leader who is 
fronting an all new crew of young 
kids from Portland. Baker will play 
for the annual Soph Whiskerino 
which sponsored Morgan last year. 

Platter Toppers 


A special survey was made of thi 
campus to determine just exactly 
what kind of music is preferred; 
what bands are tops; and what discs 
are outstanding. Total number of 
students polled was 500 from a Stu- 
dent body of 4,000, with care being 
taken to select a fair cross-section of 
cats and non-cats so that the groovy 
and the sublime might both have an 
equal chance. 

Winner by a terrific majority was 
Glenn Miller. Everyone hereabouts 
expected as much because of the 
tram man's tremendous foilowing on 
his week night ciggie commerciahk 
When Milier’s sponsor made an offer, 
last year, to exchange Bluebird 
pressings of the band for those white 
and gold wrappers, the mails into 
Eugene were wax laden for weeks 
thereafter. Yet, as usual, when stu- 
dent body heads tried like mad to 
get Miller for last year’s Frosh Glee, 


they got the larger type brush, but 
quickly, from G.A.C, heads down 
south, 


Running a close second behind Mr. 
M. was Tommy Dorsey. Evidently his 
Sy Oliver rejuvenation has done him 
wonders, for his current platters can 
ys be found on local jukes, and 
spare air shots he snags are 
awaited by many a duck. Right: 
eously third in the questionnaire, 
Artie Shaw still seems to satisfy a 
good many musical desires: re-Ore- 
gon co-eds. Smooth sax phrasings 
and added strings make this band 
the right kind of sweet crew that 
vidently satisfies even rabid Chuck 
Foster fans, 

Favorite waxes follow pretty much 
in line with leading bands. Voted 
best pop cutting was Miller's ‘Chat- 
tanooga Choo Choo,’ which stamps 
this campus as having fairly average 


preferences. Next best was T. D.’s 
‘You and I,’ Oliver-arranged, and 
rhythmic enough to suit all frat 


houses concerned. ‘Piano mene 
was third, and it wasn’t Rubenstein’s 
interpretation either. Freddy Mar- 
tin’s Bluebird nosed out the London 
Symphony, although it seems as how 
most Webfeet feel that Peter Ilyitch 
is becoming too much of a good 


thing. Fourth choice was Shaw's 
‘Stardust’ which is immortal around 
here by now. 

‘Hut Sut,’ Ete. Gets Quick Brush 

Novelty tunes are short-lived at 
Oregon. ‘Why Don’t We Do’ folded 
its tents silently after about two 
weeks of being continuously plugged. 
‘Hut Sut’ was actually hissed off the 
nickel-eaters after hitting the Hit 


Parade for the 14th time, and the 
ception given ‘Daddy’ was too crue 
to mention, 


re- 


Oregonians definitely want rhythm 
tunes, but only when they fit the 
grove that few bands can create. 
They are a pretty fickle lot on the 
whole. Their disc collections include 
a myriad of bands with just as 
motley an assemblage of tunes. Un- 
believable as it is, Ellington’s ‘Jump- 
in Punkins’ is in 9 sororities out of 
10. Even orks like Basie and Lunce- 
ford crash the inner sanctums of 
many’s the Greek residence with 
tunes that have that certain in- 
tangible thing. Items like ‘Chopins 
Prelude’ vie with the Count’s ‘Dow? 
Down, Down,’ thus proving that 
there are no set standards for a good 
tune except for the qualification that 
it be melodic to a degree and bouncs 
toa cee: degree. 


a. .' {Next week: \Alabama) 
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Broadway * 


Rutgers Neilson doing Federal 


Ike Libson, of Cincinnati, visiting 
the RKO home office. 

Bill Norton back at Music Box 
after several days in bed. 

Joey Keith of Leblang’s recover- 
ing from severe grippe attack. 

W. B. (Bill) Gueringer of New 
Orleans up on annual visit. — 

Rufus LeMaire play-scouting the 
Broadway scene for Paramount. 

Linda Darnell returns to the Coast 

next week; Ellen Drew planed e 
Hellinger, who rolled in Fri- 
airy will remain in the east a 
‘. der, is in Poly 
ranoff, the vauder, 1s ] - 
inte hospital with a painful kidney 
ailment. 

Abe Enklewitz, manager of Na- 
tional (‘Macbeth’), on strict diet; 
stomach ulcers. 

Mrs. Lester Thompson in_ St. 
Clare's hospital following a serious 
intestinal operation. 

‘Happens on Ice’ takes its 80 skat- 
ers and 18 musicians to West Point 
Dec. 8 for a benefit. ‘ f 

WwW. G. Van Schmus, managing di- 
rector of the Music Hall, is conva- 
lescing after a brief illness. 

Adelaide Moffett follows Peggy 
Fears into the Hotel Pierres new 
Cotillon room in two weeks. 

Cocktail party at Guild theatre 
next Tuesday (25), when exhibition 
of scenic artists will be given. 

Walter Trumbull, assistant to Will 
Hays, back at his desk after being 
bedded a week with a severe cold. 
‘Irving Brecher and Manuel Seff, 
Hollywood scripters, in town wind- 
ing up a new play they’re writing. 

Rowland Brown, Hollywood screen 
writer, in from the Coast with a 
legit play he has ready for produc- 
ion. oad 
. Margie (Toots), wife of Willie 
Harris, National boxoffice, improv- 
ing after being ill for more than a 
year. 3 

Louise Phesay will leave United 
Artists press department following 
her marriage to Frank S. Finn in 
January. 

Ben Kalmenson, Warner sales 
manager, returns the end of this 
week from a tour of several ex- 
change points. 

John Erskine leaves this week on 
a month’s lecture tour to the Coast 
and back. He’s just sold his estate 
at Wilton, Conn. 

Rosemary Lane may double from | 
‘Best Foot Forward’ into Fefe’s | 
Monte Carlo, succeeding Renee de 
Marco, just. opened. 

Ronnie Ames left for Miami Sat- 
urday to handle public relations 
work for the City of Coral Gables 
this coming season. 

Mr. and Mrs. Leon (and Eddie) 
Enken celebrate their 25th anni- | 
versary tomorrow (Thursday) in 
their Brooklyn home. 

Nitery agents getting excited about 
lining up shows for Florida. Usual 
boom biz expectancy, but it looks 
more official this winter. 

Alexander Woollcott and Leggett 
Brown, his agent, due back today 
(Wednesday) or within day or two 
by Clipper from England. 

James. B. Zabin, of Buchanan & 
Co., has just been elected to the 
board of trustees of the New York 
Society for Ethical Culture. 

Bill Danziger, for seven years an 
adman for Metro, resigned yesterday 
(Tuesday). He and his wife leave 
Dec. 19 for Rio for an indef stay. 

NTG (Nils Granlund) casting in 
New York for his new Florentine | 
Gardens, Hollywood nitery. Show 
opens Dec. 3 with Paul Whiteman’s 
band. 

Moss Hart hobbling about with a 
cane because of a strained back re- 
ceived while demonstrating a bit of 
fencing during the staging of ‘Junior 
Miss,’ 

Elaine Ellis playing the title part 
in the Coast company of ‘Claudia,’ 
which opened at Rochester, N. Y., 
last week, is the daughter of attor- 
hey Harry Oshrin. 

Charles Pettijohn, Hays office gen- 
eral counsel, improving nicely fol- 
lowing his second operation in the 
last year. He may be able to return 

his office this week. 

_Eddie Solomon, 20th-Fox exploita- 
tion man in the Chicago office, who 


special stunts in the last two weeks, 
returned to Chi over weekend. 

Sam Kestenbaum, in charge of 
prints for Producers Releasing Corp. 
for the past year, named assistant 
head of PRC’s publicity department 
to handle exploitation and fan stuff. 

Joe Roberts planed to Chicago 
over the weekend to pick up the 
Sonja Henie ice show, for which he’s 
doing advance publicity. Troupe 
yam in Omaha last night (Tues- 

Mathilda (Bunny) Kaltenbecker, 
chief of service at the Palace, and 
Walter George O'Connor, former 
treasurer there, but now at Madison 
Square Garden, are marrying Dec. 7. 

Julio (Florence and) Alvarez hob- 

Ing about with a bum gam. An- 
other accident-to-the-leg kid is Bob 
(Mirror critic) Coleman who, as 
— as one leg recovers, seemingly 
@ngs up the other. 

Sylvie St. Clair, who debuts at 


Was called into N. Y, for several} 
2 pis ltburgh Playhouse to ‘Out of the Fry- 


(Wed.), evacuated from Dunkirk, 
circa 1917, when she was born and 
when the first German offensive 
threatened that town. 

Uriel Davis, associated with Meyer 
Davis orchestras, lectured on pub- 
licity before journalism class at NYU 
on Monday (17). He discussed enter- 
tainment promotion in its application 
to the industrial field. 

Margaret Young, yesteryear head- 
liner as a songstress, in town super- 
vising the career of her niece, 
Margaret Whiting, daughter of the 
late Dick Whiting, songwriter, who's 
getting her innings now on the radio. 


Australia 


By Eric Gerrick 








Sir Ben Fuller producing panto in 
Melbourne this Yuletide. 

‘Fantasia’ (RKO) continues to slip 
in Sydney. Biz first few weeks was 
fine. 

Levante, magician, is to reute his 
own panto through New Zealand at 
Xmas. 


Iliness of his wife may cause 
Bernie Freeman, Metro’s top man 
here, to postpone U. S. trip. 


No more licenses will be granted 
in this sector for newsreel theatres, 
understanding being that sector is al- 
ready overseated. 


Boxoffice has been so good of late 
with the Greater Union loop that 
chief Norman B. Rydge has given 
the staff a salary upping. 


Censor okayed George Formby’s 
‘It’s Turned Out Nice Again’ with 
few minor cuts. Pic goes over the 
Greater Union loop. 


Charles E. Gatward, formerly in 
charge here of Paramount’s shipping 
and customs department, made man- 
ager of the local Minerva theatre. 


Alec Coppel producing ‘Rebecca’ 
following run of ‘Robert’s Wife’ at 
Minerva, Sydney. Myra Morton, 
— Burke and Hal Thompson in 
eads. 


‘Love on the Dole,’ after nix by 
Censor O’Reilly, was given a screen 
clearance by Appeals Board on pro- 
test from British Empire Films. Pic 
being spotted via the Greater Union 
loop. 

Tivoli loop will do ‘Dick Whitting- 
ton’ with Jennie Howard as prin- 
cipal boy in Sydney this Yuletide. 
Panto dated for mats only, with 
+ aaah nights to cover adult 

iz. 

Bob Geraghty, manager for Will 
Mahoney, continues to do okay with 
vaude-revue in Brisbane. Mahoney 
may make another local runarotind 
this Yuletide after a layoff from 
vaude. 

As Christmas approaches, Actors’ 
Equity, via secretary Hal Alexander, 
will again move for the nixing of 
shows with amateur talent in the 
leading department stores. It’s okay 
for anybody to play Santa Claus to 
the kids, but amateur flesh-blooders 
must be taboo, A. E. opines. 

Hoyts has bought the Aussie-New 
Zealand distribution rights of ‘Tar- 
get for Tonight,’ British propaganda 


of Hoyts. Gaumont-British-Domin- 
ion Films is doing the physical dis- 
tribution on a percentage basis. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 





Phil Regan pencilled into Stanley 
week of Dec. 5 with Johnny Long’s 
band. 


Sax player Leonard Sims leaving 
Herman Middleman’s band to join 
Orrin Tucker. 

Ed (Hippo) Segal, manager of New 
Granada theatre, hospitalized for 
throat ailment. 

Jim Trullinger new press-agent at 
William Penn Hotel, succeeding 
Gene Burkhardt. 

George Jessel coming in Sunday 
(23) as chief speaker at YM and 
WHA Victory Ball. 


tire ‘Ice-Capades’ cast at two big 


| parties here last week. 
Bill Eythe, Tech drama graduate | 


last June, has been signed by Oscar 
Serlin for ‘King’s Maid.’ 
‘Y’ Triangle Players beating Pitts- 


ing Pan’ by two weeks. 


pet man, didn’t wait for draft, but 
enlisted in the Marines. 

Dave Garroway, ex-KDKA an- 
nouncer and now with NBC in Chi, 
here for a short visit last week. 

Reva George, Count Basie’s former 
vocaiist, now singing with Ruby 
George’s band at Crawford Grill. 

Former WCAE announcer Ted Ep- 
stein, more recently a lawyer, now 
an army major at Fort Eustis, Va. 


Singer Bonita Montez has checked 
out of town after eight weeks for 
Chicago to marry a marimba player. 

Charlie Washburn in town ahead 
of ‘The Rivals’ while John Montague 
is around puffing ‘Arsenic and Old 
Lace.’ 

Milty Davidson, trumpeter, ieav- 
ing Mario’s orch at El Chico to go 
with Ballet Russe outfit under Efrem 





inbow Grill. as songstress -tonight 





Kurtz. 


London 


Tenor John Coates left around 
$55,000. 

Lea Seidl is to play the countess 
role in ‘Figaro’ for Sadler’s Weils 
Opera company. 

Tom Arnold is having his voice re- 
corded to send as Christmas greet- 
ings to his friends. 

Francis Meynell, appointed ad- 
viser on consumers’ needs to the 
Board of Trade, for some years was 
head here of United Artists publicity. 

I. Goldsmith has completed ‘Hat- 
ter’s Castle’ for Paramount after 14 
weeks. Was to have been finished in 
nine weeks, at cost of $240,000, but 
reported cost is nearer $360,000. 


Jack Hylton has bought the Eng- 
lish rights to ‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ 
which he intends to use as vehicle 
for Arthur Askey. Latter will play 
the Bert Lahr part. ; 

Lilian Hellman’s play, ‘Watch on 
the Rhine,’ which H. M. Tennent, 
Ltd,, is producing locally, opens in 
the sticks, with Anton Walbrook in 
the Paul Lucas role. 


Jack Davis and Edward Horan 
burning up cables to America to get 
English rights to ‘The Nervous 
Wreck,’ which they want to turn into 
modern version with music. 

Concert organized by Clement But- 
son at the Opera House, Blackpool, 
in aid of the Air Force Benevolent 
Fund, realized $180,000, which is an 
all-time recerd for a charity concert 
intake here. 

Ann Ziegler and Webster Booth 
signatured by George Black for his 
new London Palladium show, titled 





|‘Gangway,’ in which Bebe Daniels, 


Ben Lyon and Tommy Trinder are 
the stars. 

H. M. Tennent, Ltd., is doing John 
Van Druten’s Broadway success, 
‘Old Acquaintances, with Edith 
Evans to play the Jane Cow! part. 
Company seeking actress to play 
Peggy Wood role. 

Emlyn Williams has written new 
play called ‘The Morning Star,’ and 
will direct and enact the leading role. 
It opens in Liverpool, Vec. 1, and 
comes to the Globe, Dec. 9. Angela 
Baddeley co-stars. 

Joan Kemp-Welch to play the 
mother of Amy Johnson, while Ed- 
ward Chapman appears as her father 
in the film on the life of the flying 
ace being produced by Herbert Wil- 
cox for RKO. 

Lilian Braithwaite and Ronald 
Squire co-star in a new comedy by 
J. Farrell (who collaborated in 
‘Spring Meeting’) titled ‘Ducks and 
Drakes. John Gielgud directs the 
production, which bows in at the 
Apollo, Nov. 26. 

Donald Stewart, American partner 
in the Rene Houston vaudeville act 
and originally brought over here by 
Cliff Whitley for one of Dorchester 
hotel floor shows, has been signed by 
Warners for ‘Flying Fortress,’ which 
stars Richard Greene. 

If the Charles Clore-Alfred Esdaile 
combo can get permission from the 
Ministry of Works, repairs will be 





pic, on deal made by Charles Munro, | 


Johnny Harris played host to en- | 


Andy Olesack, Baron Elliott trum- | 


carried out at the London Casino, 
land it is likely to open around 
| Christmas or early next year as eat- 
ery-theatre, at popular prices. 

| Frances Day back to ‘Black Vani- 
lties’ the George Black Victoria 
|Palace show, after a week’s bout 


| with flu. with Naunton Wayne im-| 


| mediately having to quit for same | Sixto Pondal Rios and Carlos Olivari | 


reason, Jack Stanford, of Palladium 
show, ‘Applesauce,’ deputized for 
| latter. 


| 


| Persistent rumor that Regent Pal- 
lace was to be taken over by the 
| Government was scotched by Monty 
| Gluckstein, managing director. Same 
|rumor was floating around a month 
|ago about Cumberland hotel and 
| Strand Palace, both owned by same 
| company. 

David Marks, local 10%er, won suit 
|against Young China, tumbling act, 
|\for past commissions, the court 
awarding him $500. Act got into 
booking mixup with Bernard Del- 
font. another agent, with judge rul- 
ing that act was under exclusive con- 
tract to Marks. 

Jack Hylton has acquired produc- 
ing rights to ‘Peter Pan’ from the 


| 


own rights. 
it as Christmas 
| West End, and is negotiating with 
Vivien Leigh to play title role. 
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By Glenn C. Pullen 
—n 


Lee Perry, from Chicago, appoint- 
ed manager of Westlake. 


Shaker Players starting season 
with ‘George Washington Slept 
Here.’ 





Alvino Rey and King Sisters set 
| for Lloyd Myers’ Aragon ballroom 
| Nov. 23. 
| Louis Miller chosen director by re- 
cently organized Euclid Center little 
theatre. 
Don Terry, Universal serial star, 
did first personal Alhambra theatre 
j as ever had. 


‘Ice Follies of :"42’ being sponsored. 


at Arena week of Nov, 23 by Vet- 
erans of Foreign Wars. 

Evan Georgeoff in New York 
opening branchoffice for his local 
music publishing house. 

Gene Erwin rehearsing new eight- 
piece orch for Nov. 26 preem of 
Golden Dragon’s Victory Room. 

Freddie Morelli’s car rolled over 
three times in accident but cafeman 
crawled out of wreck mtact. 

‘Pony-Boy’ Winezimmer, nitery 
owner, collapsed from illness before 
opening of new show; shipped to his- 
pital. 

Jack Ulmer, former lightweight | 
boxer, turning emcee for Stepin| 
Fetchit’s current show at the Hot 
Spot. 





nouncer, and Jack Maurer, of sales | 


simultaneously. 





Buenos Aires 


By Ray Josephs 





Cine Baby adopted French pix 
policy. 
Eva Franco finished season at 
Astral. 


Theatre owners fighting plan vs. 
5% tax on grosses. 

RKO’s ‘They Met in Argentina, 
okayed but release unset. 

Norton Ritchey, v.p. and foreign 
director of Monogram, back to U. S. 

Casino changes to all-shorts policy. 
Emphasizing comedy pix and kid 
matinees. 


Lola Membrives closing season at 
Avenida with ‘Carmen la Cigarrera’ 
(Carmen, the Cigaret Girl’). 

EFA | finishing ‘Peliqueria’ de 
Senoras’ (‘Beauty Parlor’) with Luis 
Sandrini and Amanda _ Ledesma. 
Luis Bayon Herrera megging. 


Cesar and Pe Ratti, started re- 
hearsals of ‘Te Quiero, Te Adoro’ (I 
Love You, I Adore You’), an original 
stage play by Roberto Gache. 

Leonidas’ Barletta, director of 
Teatro del Pueblo, plans to film 
‘Royal Circo’ (‘Royal Circus’) with 
theatre cast despite bad notices on 
first pic. He’s the author. 

Harry Kurnitz, M-G writer, in 
town on honeymoon, getting a look 
at all local studios despite fact that 
he’s possibly the first writer to come 
here insisting he’s not doing a story 
about S. A. 


Nicolas Fregues took over for 
Enrique de Rosas in ‘El Hombre que 
Todo la Enreda’ (‘Man Who Mixes 
Everything’) at the Liceo. Rosa 
Rosen continues. 


Spanish Gypsy tenor Juan Garcia, 
grossed 10,000 pesos (about $2,500) 
n first three days at the Maravillas 
nd hung up first SRO sign seen in 
local theatres for some time. 


Jacques Constant, French director 
now resident here, started ‘Sinfonia 
Argentina’ (‘Argentine Symphony’), 
| musical story with famed local orchs 
| and regional music, for Sur Art 
Film, new producing unit. 

Asociacion Cinematografica Argen- 
tina celebrated ‘Dia de la Cine’ (‘Day 
of the Cinema’) with open-air ‘asado’ 
(barbecue) in Nunez. Most down- 





|executors of the James Barrie estate | 
and Daniel Mayer company, which | 
He intends to produce | 
attraction in the} 


town houses cut matinees in order to 
| permit-employees to attend. 

New all-time local high for num- 
| ber of consecutive performances has 
|} been run up here by the Piccoli 
Marionettes. Outfit has given 430 
performances at the Ataneo, cus- 
| tomarily a first-run legit house. 
| Lumiton renewed contracts of di- 
| rector Francisco Mugica and writers 


for two years. They'll probably 
handle the bulk of studio’s eight to 
10 features planned for forthcoming 
season. 

EFA started ‘La Maestrita de los 
Obreros’ (‘The Little Teacher of the 
Worker’) with Delia Garces, Felisa 
Mary and Orestes Caviglia. Alberto 
de Zavalfa directing story by 
Edmundo de Amicia, adapted by 
Alejandro Casona. 

Maria Rosa Oliver rehearsing ‘El 
Tiempo es un Sueno’ (‘Time Is a 
Dream’), French original by H. 
Lenormand, done into Spanish by 
| Angel Battistessa. Maria Inez 
| Arechaga, Mercedes Sombra and 
| Dolores Mille have leads. 











‘Freedley’s ‘Face’ 


umm, Continued from page 1 ————) 








mined, is entirely new in the Holly- 
wood-Broadway relationship. Legit | 
| producers have been taken to the 
Coast before to handle filmization of 


their shows (George Abbott on “Too 
Many Girls,’ for instance) and 


writers have been taken out, but 


producer, 

Freedley’s deal envisages the sell- 
ing to Hollywood of Herbert and 
Dorothy Fields, who wrote the book; 
Cole Porter, who did the tunes; 
Danny Kaye, the star, and perhaps 
other players, plus Sylvia Fine (Mrs. 
Kaye) and Max Liebman, “who did 
two songs sung by Kaye. 

Deal! Freedley is seeking is under- 
stood to be a flat sum plus a per- 
centage interest in the picture. He’s 
foregoing for that more than $200,- 
000, which screen rights might earn 
on an ordinary sale. 





staff, celebrating births of baby girls | 


Hollywood 


William Keighley on a six-week 
motor tour of Mexico. 


_ Paulette Goddard hopped off for a 
siesta in Mexico City. 


Don Ameche to South Bend, Ind, 





| to root for Notre Dame. 


Rags Ragland had a bone splinter 
removed from his nose. 


Dagmar Godowsky broke an arm 


| swimming at Laguna Beach. - 


Norman Travis, screen player, re- 
covering from appendectomy. 
Richard Bennett celebrated his 


Both Bob Pape, WHK-WCLE an- | 50th anniversary as an actor. 


Robert Taylor and Barbara Stan- 
wyck vacationing in Sun Valley: 

Maureen O'Hara, born in Ireland, 
applied for American citizenship. 

J. C. Nugent in town polishing up 
his new legit comedy, ‘Should She.’ 

Charles Starrett cut and bruised 
when his horse fell in a western 
chase. 

Anthony Jowitt checked in with 
Sam Jaffe agency to handle radio 
clients. 

Oliver Hardy won a back-alimony 
suit in which his former wife asked 
$23,000. 

Sty on John Wayne's eye halted 
production of ‘Lady For a Night’ at 
Republic. 

_ Steve Broidy returned from a na- 
tion-wide tour as Monogram’s sales 
manager. 

Leo Durocher 
neighbor policy 
and Brooklyn. 

Brian Donlevy prowling Death 
Valley, looking for gold in those 
mines he bought. 

Lewis E. Lawes checked in at Bur- 
bank to collaborate on the story of 
his life in Sing Sing. 

Bruce Manning bought a valley 
ranch to grow colossal vegetables 
with chemical irrigation, 

Carlos Barbe, screen actor and 
Uruguayan consul in Los Angeles, 
becgme an American citizen. 

Elmer Fryer moved into the War- 
ners studio as chief of the portrait 
gallery, replacing Gene Richee. 

William Saroyan visiting old 
friends in Hollywood for a few days 
and writing a few plays meanwhile. 

Dona Dax, dancer, settled her $15,- 
000 personal damage suit against 
Jimmy Faweeit, stunt man, out of 
court. 

George Fischer, air chatterer, filed 
a voluntary bankruptcy petition, 
with $10,965 in debts and $1,020 in 
assets. 

William Hawks returned from 
southern Mexico where he_ shot 
scenic backgrounds for ‘The Guilded 
Pheasant.’ 

Charlie Chaplin acting as Holly- 
wood guide to ‘Cantinflas,’ Mexican 
producer-writer-director-actor -thea- 
tre owner. 

Sherman Clark, who shot stills of 
Lon Chaney, Sr., celebrated his 20th 
year at Universal by shooting stills 
of Lon, Jr. 

20th-Fox basketball team shoved 
off for Madison Square Garden to 
compete in the golden jubilee invi- 
tation tournament. 

Mary Pickford donated a bunga- 
low, known as the Charlotte Pick- 
ford cottage, to the Country House 
of Motion Picture Relief Fund. 


romoting the good 
etween Hollywood 





Mexico City 


By Douglas L. Grahame 








never in a package tied up by the} 


Miguel Montemayor, film comic, 
emceeing at Ei Patio, No. 1 loca) nit- 
ery. 

Local radio station KESM has 
upped its potency to 5,000 watts from 
1,000. 

Narda Toledo Alvear, young radio 
singer, badly hurt when she was 
struck here by a hit-run motorist. 

Ordinary day tariffs at local front- 
line cinemas have about become 
standardized at $2.50 (Mex) (52e 
|U. S.) and $3 (Mex) (65c) Sundays 
| and holidays. 

Andres Soler, oldest of the Soler 
| family, the Barrymores of Mexico, 
| back from a long sojourn in South 
| America. He's planning a theatre 
season here with his four brothers. 


Stage actors’ association has paid 
$36,000 (Mex) (over $9,000 U. S.) for 
the site of what will be Mexico’s 


first actors’ home. It is in Coyoacan, 
| local suburb that was the refuge of 
| the late Leon Trotsky. 

Jose Mojica back from Buenos 
Aires, where he made the pic, ‘Melo- 
dias de America’ (‘Melodies of 
America’), for which Agustin Lara, 
Mexico’s No. 1 pop composer, now 
|in Chile, wrote the music. 
| Jan Kiepura and Marta Eggert 
| concerted at the Palace of Fine Arts 
(National Theatse) and the Palacio 
Chino, frontline cinema, were also 
|}guest performers (9) on National 
| Hour, weekly radio broadcast from 
| here sponsored by the government 
|and backed by the Public Welfare 
Ministry. 

Emilio Fernandez signed to meg 
‘La Isla de Ja Pasion’ (‘Passion Is- 
land’), story of Clipperton Island, dot 
jin the Pacific which Mexico lost 
some years ago by a ruling of the 
King of Italy, who, as arbiter, award- 
ed the isle to France. Pic is the first 
of Mexico-Espana Films, new com- 
pany headed by Gen. Juan F. Az- 
carate, Mexico’s former minister to 
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MARIE SAXON 


Marie Saxon, 37, former dancing 
ingenue of many Broadway musical 
comedies during the '20s, died Nov. 
12 at her home in Harrison, N. Y., 
after. a long illness. Husband, Sid 
Silverman, publisher of ‘Variety,’ a 
son, Sid II, aged 10; mother, Polly 


Saxon, and_ brother, Robert J. 
Landry, radio editor of ‘Variety, 
survive. 


News story on page 3 of this issue. 





OLGA MUNDY 

Olga Mundy (Mrs. Bruce Leh- 
man), one of the first singers ever 
featured by KDKA, the world’s 
pioneer broadcasting station, died at 
her home in Pittsburgh last week 
after a three-month illness. For more 
than two decades, she had been a 
leading figure around Pittsburgh on 
both the air and in night clubs, at 
one time holding down several pro- 
grams of her own simultaneously. 

Mrs. Lehman started her theatrical 
career shortly after the end of the 
first World War and was active until 
only a few years ago. Also a pian- 
ist and character songstress of note, 
she toured extensively in vaudeville 
after leaving KDKA. In addition to 
her husband, also a_ well-known 
Pittsburgh musician, she leaves three 
sons, Jack, Frank and Daniel; her 
father and one brother. 





RICHARD PITMAN 


Richard Pitman, 67, recently a 
theatrical manager but formerly an 
actor, died Nov. 13, in Jamaica, N. 

_ Y. As an agent he had represented 
Philip Merivale, Gladys Cooper, 
Maude Adams and others. 

On tae stage Pitman had appeared 
with Miss Adams, E. H. Sothern 
and John Drew. A native of Bos- 
ton, he was the son of James R. 
Pitman, who had been one of Bos- 
ton’s leading theatrical producers. 
Deceased’s wife, Rosalind Pitman, 
was the daughter of actress Rose 
Coghlan. Mrs. Pitman died in 1937. 

Surviving is a sister. 





VICTOR HYMAN KAHN 


Victor Hyman Kahn, 58, retired 
vaudeville actor, died in Baltimore, 
Nov. 13. He first appeared in the 
U.S. 30 years ago after being brought 
here by Henry Savage from London 
for ‘Little Boy Blue.’ He also ap- 
peared in-George White’s ‘Scandals.’ 

With his wife, the former Blanche 
Cecelia Walter, he had toured in 
an act called Kahn and Boone, 
with Kahn being the comedian, his 
wife the lyric soprano. He retired 
14 years ago and opened a vocal 
studio in New York. He became ill 
several years ago and had been in 
a hospital in Baltimore for the last 
six months. 





ELLA VINCENT 

Mrs. Ella Cheviot, 84, retired ac- 
tress, died Nov. 16, at the Actors 
Fund Home, Englewood, N. J. She 
had appeared in character parts for 
many years, performing with the 
Edwin Booth Players, the McCall 
Opera Co., and the Chestnut Street 
Stock Co. in Philadelphia. 
fessional name was Elia Vincent. 

Her husband, John Charles 
Cheviot, 85, with whom she would 
have celebrated her 50th wedding 
anniversary in January, survives. 





RICHARD L. HARGREAVES 


Richard L. Hargreaves, 52, former 
Beverly Hills banker and husband of 
Helen Ferguson, silent screen actress, 


OBITUARIES 





Her pro- | 


WARREN F. HOLTON 


Warren F, Holton, 50, father and 
partner of Patricia Holton, child 
mental wizard, died in his Van- 
couver hotel room Oct. 25 while in 
the city for his daughter’s appear- 
ance at the Beacon theatre there. 
The show went on with Mrs. Holton 
replacing. 





FRANK L. ARMSTRONG 


Frank L. Armstrong, formerly on 
the staff of Paramount Studios, Long 
Island, and later with the Visomatic 
Co. in New York and Chicago, died 
recently in Ottawa. He had enlisted 
in the Canadian army with an in- 
fantry unit soon after the war start- 
ed and was stationed in Ottawa when 
taken ill. 

Widow and mother survive. 





ARCHIE LLOYD 


Archie Lloyd, 65, formerly with 
Irving Berlin and Leo Feist, died in 
Norwalk, Conn., Oct. 28. He retired 
from the music business 10 years ago, 
due to illness. 

Lloyd was manager for five years 
of Boston office for Irving Berlin, 
Inc., and previous 20 years for Leo 
Feist, Inc., in the east. Burial in 
Philadelphia. 





WILLIAM WOOKEY 


William T. Wookey, 58, Paramount 
studio cashier for 24 years, died Nov. 
12 in Hollywood after a brief illness. 
Approximately $20,000,000 in pay 
checks: had passed through his wick- 
et since he joined Paramount in 1917. 

Survived by a son. 





JOHN E. SNYDER 


John E. Snyder, veteran Pitts- 
burgh exhibitor and proprietor of 
old Brentwood theatre there until 
his retirement almost 10 years ago, 
died at his home last week after 
a long illness. 

Widow survives. 





MARIE GILMER 


Marie Gilmer, former dancer with 
the Ziegfeld ‘Follies,’ died in Cam- 
den, N. J., Nov. 11. Two sons and 
her husband survive. In private life 
she was Mrs. Marie Freda Wilmer 
McGirr. 








HERBERT G. COPLEY 


Herbert G. Copley, 50, manager of 
the Grandview theatre, Vancouver, 
B. C., died recently. 

From 1913 to 1922 he was musical 
director of the Allen Theatre Co., 
Calgary. 





Louis Hartmann, 79, member of 
a w.k. orch that entertained in 
Uhrig’s Cave, St. Louis, before the 
turn of the century, died in a barber 
shop chair last week in St. Louis. 
For half a century Hartmann taught 
violin and piano. 

Charles H. Powell, 55, died in a 
Saginsw, Mich., hospital Nov. 12 of 
injuries suffered in an automobile ac- 
cident near there. For the past 12 
years he had been a salesman for 
National Screen Service. 





John B. Ashton, 71, former ex- 
hibitor and theatre owner in Provo, 
Utah, where he built the Uinta and 
Paramount theatres. Widow, two 
daughters and a son survive. 





Golden Willard Mangum, Raleigh, 
N. C., Ringling circus employee, was 
killed Nov. 8 when he fell beneath 








| the wheel of a truck at Birmingham, 
| Ala. 


died in Hollywood Nov. 12. A heart 
attack proved fatal. Survived by | 
widow. 


His first wife, from whom he was 
divorced, was Grace Bryan, daugh- 
ter of the late 
Bryan. 

MRS. EDNA MARSHALL 

Mrs. Edna Marshall, wife of Rich- 
ard Marshall, manager of the Alca- 
zar, San Francisco, and associated 
with Henry Duffy for many years, 
succumbed Nov. 12 in Oakland, Cal., 
to injuries received in an automobile 
accident. 

A native of Pittsburgh, she was 
well known in California theatrical 
circles. 

NEVARO 
Willkomm, 54, who was 
Nevaro, the understander, of the 
former acrobatic act of Mareena, 
Nevaro & Mareena, died Nov. 13 in 
Milwaukee. 

When the act broke up, he went to 
Hollywood and did comedy bits in 
pictures until illness several years 


Otto 


William Jennings | 


| Father of Bunny Berigan, band- 
| leader, died at Fox Lake, Wisc.. Nov. 
Pet, 

Gustav E. Knickelbein, 74, veteran 
Milwaukee stagehand, died Nov. 10 
in that city. 





William J. Miller, 68, veteran 
theatre aide of Pottstown, Pa., died 
at his home there. 





James Ellard, 59, old-time vaude 
player, died Nov. 13 in Burbank, Cal. 








Qmaha’s Cafe Theatre 


Omaha, Nov. 18. 
Omaha is trying something new in 
night clubs, the Beachcomber, op- 
erated by Ralph D. Goldberg as 
part of his State film theatre build- 
ing setup. The theatre is at street 
level, the club below it. 





ago forced his retirement. 


Motif is South Seas. 


MARRIAGES 


Margaret Mary Mahoney to Rich- 
ard Close, Nov. 15, in New York. 
Groom is office manager of the NBC 
local sales traffic department. 

Mary Wichard to Larry Rhodes, in 
Chicago, Nov. 1. Bride is with sta- 
tion rep outfit, Free & Peters; groom 
is radio writer with Grant ad agency. 


Irene Berg to Peter Hayes, in Las 
Vegas, Nev., Nov. 11. He is assistant 
concert master of San Francisco 
Syniphony Orchestra. 

Betty Wassen to Arthur J. Zender, 
in Yuma, Ariz., Nov. 8. Both are 
artists in Metro’s cartoon department. 
Edith Connelly to John Macklin, 
Nov. 15, in New York. Bride is on 
staff of the Authors League of 
America. 

Adele Poston to Erskine Sanford, 
in Flagstaff, Ariz., Nov. 4. He's a 
stage and screen player. 


Phyllis Van Hoven to Dick Kepler, 
in Duluth, Nov. 13. Groom is on 
announcers staff at WEBC. Bride is 
non-pro, 

Florence Kimbrough to John 
Overall, today (Wednesday), in New 
York. Groom is account executive 
for Mutual Broadcasting System. 


Alida Van Delden to John Shel- 
ton, Nov. 15, in Chicago. Groom is 
salesman in Chicago office of Mu- 
tual network. ° 


Margaret Heckle to Capt. Ward 
Ryan, Nov. .15, at Ft. Benning, Ga. 
Bride is a radio writer and actress. 


June McNilty to Ray Flinsky, in 
Las Vegas, Nov. 17. Bride is bit 
player; he’s a film cameraman. 
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a saleable melody it will sell in 
boxes and on counters. Reverse is 
the side that has the power to click 
biggest though. An old tune packed 
with plush era punch, it gets strong 
treatment and stacks up as an out- 
standing machine item. Voices Three 
vocal smoothly. 














Goodman: ‘I Got It Bad, 
That Ain’t Good’-‘Pound Ridge’ 
(Col. 36421). Goodman’s making a 
lot of guys eat words; few gave 
Peggy Lee a chance to stick, but she 
@ounds better every record. She 
does nice job on ‘Bad,’ a tune getting 
increasing attention and the band 
kicks up some solid high-jinks all 
around. It should sell, in boxes or 
counters, as a sock side. Reverse is 
hop original, well played, particu- 
larly leader’s clarinet breaks. Com- 
mercially it’s fair. 


Benny 





Tony Pastor: ‘Sunday in Savan- 
nah’-‘Johnnie’s in Pantry’ (Bluebird 
11340). Pastor hasn’t had release in 
some time; these two are hardly 
worth his time, first more so. If ex- 
planatory pamphlet were included it 
might be clear; as it-is it’s aim is 
obscure. Slow, almost wobbly, long 
lyric by Pastor seems longer at the 
dull speed. Reverse novelty, lyric 
by Eugenie Baird, doesn’t jibe too 
well either. It’s fair. 





Kay Kyser: ‘Popocatepetl’-‘By-U 
By-O’ (Col. 36422). Kyser dug up a 
promising tune in first, a tongue- 
twister set to music. Played smoothly 
and liltingly in waltz tempo, melody 
is appealing and the lyric by quartet 
of Kyser vocalists is well done. 
Should find good machine and coun- 
ter ‘reaction. Coupling is also sale- 


| able, silly bit cut in lively tempo. 
| Harry Babbitt, backed by a trio, is 
} on 


vocal, 


Teddy Powell: ‘When Your Wed- 
ding Ring Was New’-‘Sweethearts 
Or Strangers’ (Bluebird 11344). Pow- 
ell really goes into the trunk in re- 
viving (along with Tommy Tucker) 
the ‘Ring’ tune. He uses a barber- 
shop quartet on lyric ahd it all adds 
up to something different than 
Tucker’s treatment and just as com- 
mercial. Both will be used, Powell’s 
in a lot of barrom boxes. Reverse is 
fair tune sung well at ballad speed 
by Dick Judge. 





Carl Hoff: ‘Swing Low, Chariot’- 
‘When Johnny Comes Marching 
Home’ (Okeh 6400). Hoff and Mur- 
phy Sisters are eventually going to 
mean something. First release a 
while back indicated that and so 
does ‘Chariot’ side here. There’s lot 
of ideas in trio’s work and band 
sounds solid. ‘Chariot’ side is worth 
box spotting. Straight instrumental 
reverse lacks basic material to make 





any dent, but it’s well played. 


ny 








B’way a 





cause of the experience in show 
business I got as receiver for the 
Roxy (N. Y.) for five years and be- 
cause I have able advisers.’ 


Roxy Made a Winner 


Cullman became receiver of the 
bankrupt Roxy in 1932 after the 
court had called him in and asked 
him if he had had any experience in 
show business, 

‘Never,’ replied Cullman. 


‘Good,’ said the judge. “That makes 
you just the man I want for the 


job.’ 
Unhampered by any show biz 
tradition, Cullman brought the 


Roxy out of receivership as a profit- 
able operating theatre. 

Cullman’s advisory staff are (1) 
his wife, Marguerita Wagner, for 
many years associate editor of Stage 
mag, and (2) John Byram, legit 
editor for Paramount and generally 
recognized as one of the shrewdest 
judges of play material on the street. 

It takes Cullman’s own faith in a 
script after careful reading (and 
listening to the tunes if it’s a musi- 
cal), plus the combined okay of his 
wife, Byram and sometimes his sec- 
retary, to get him even to consider 
putting his coin back of a show. 

In addition, he gives thought to 
who the manager is (‘You wouldn’t 
invest in Wall street if you had no 
faith in the management. of the 
company you're investing in’) and 
who has been lined up for the 
cast. After his ‘Yes’ decision, Cull- 
man becomes the perfect backer and 
backs out of the managerial scene. 

‘I never interfere in a production,’ 
he explains. ‘If I didn’t have com- 
plete belief in the ability of the pro- 
ducer I wouldn’t ha « put my money 


in his show in the first place.’ 
Failure of so many plays on 
Broadway, Cullman thinks, is be- 


cause producers are still living in 
the past, before the days of radio, 
films and all the other kinds of com- 
petition. 

Publicity Values 


‘Any success I have had,’ he says, 
‘is because of my insistence on taking 
advantage of the competition, not 
fighting it. I think ‘Candle in the 
Wind’ is a success despite lukewarm 
notices by the critics partly because 
of Helen Hayes’ radio program. That 
gives her name a pulling value to a 
large audience which we never had 
before in the theatre. And Boris 
Karloff in ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ 
was definitely insurance for us. 

‘I think the fact that the ‘Life 
With Father’ and ‘Sister Eileen’ 
stories were carried in the New 
Yorker pre-sold them and is having 
considerable to do with the success 
of the shows. I think Rosemary 
Lane’s previous buildup in pictures 
and with the Fred Waring band is 
helping sell ‘Best Foot Forward.’ 

‘I insist that there be something in 
|every show I invest in to take ad- 
vantage of publicity and popularity 
gained from competing media. 

‘And, above all, I will not back a 
show which is not likely to sell to 
pictures. ‘Macbeth’ is an exception. 
Pictures are a source of heavy in- 
come now and to invest in a play 
which hasn’t good Hollywood possi- 
bilities is just not good business.’ 

Despite all of Cullman’s insistence 
on ‘good business’ in play backing 
he admits there is more attraction 
for him on Broadway than Wall 
street. There’s no denying, he de- 
clares, the ‘You-meet-such-interest- 
ing-people’ angle. 


Social-Mindedness 


He’s deviated from good business | 
|principles a few times, too, to get | 
across some of his rather broad so- 
cial-mindedness. That’s how he 
came to put up coin for ‘Medicine 
Show,’ produced by Carly Wharton 
and Martin Gabel in the WPA’s ‘Liv- 
ing Newspaper’ style to preach the 
gospel of socialized medicine. It had 
a short life in April, 1940. 

Cullman is also one of the finan- 
cers of The New Opera Company, 
currently at the 44th St. theatre. He 
rates that purely as ‘philanthropy,’ 
as he did his interest in the Pro- 
vincetown theatre in Greenwich 
Village, N.Y., from 1921-27, and later 
in “The Stagers.’ Development at 
Provincetown of Eugene O’Neill, 
Kenneth Macgowan and Robert Ed- 
mond Jones he considers a good re- 
turn on his investment. 

Aside from his active participation 
in Cullman Bros., Inc., Tobacco Co. 
(his brother Joseph is also a partner 
in some of his stage ventures), Cull- 
man has been treasurer for Smith, 
Roosevelt and Lehman political cam- 
paigns and for Robert F. Wagner's 





————_— 
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1938. He’s also vice-chairman of 
Port of New York Authority ang 
president of Beekman Hospital, Ny 
which he and his close friend, Mar. 
shall Field III, largely maintain, 

Despite all that, Cullman still finds 
time to continue his search for an. 
other O'Neill by reading at leagt 
part of every one of the hundreds of 
scripts-by playwrights, known ang 
unknown, which have poured down 
on him since he gained publicity as 
an investor in Broadway. 

‘The heaviest losses I’ve taken,’ 
he bemoans, ‘is in postage for mail. 
ing back scripts.’ 














Wax Royalties 


Continued from page 1 





ASCAP publishers frorn phonograph 
record plus film synchronization 
rights was of such proportions in 
1941 as to overcome by a wide mar- 
gin the revenue losses sustained in 
the case of transcriptions. With the 
overwhelming majority of radio sta. 
tions not licensed by ASCAP, licens. 
ing of radio-type discs by ASCAP 
pubs dropped off to almost the van. 
ishing point. 

Some authorities on the business 
end of mechanical rights are of the 
opinion that the ASCAP-radio fight 
has done such serious damages to the 
commercial phase of the transcrip- 
tion industry that it may take a long 
time for it to regain its previous 
status. The number of transcribed 
musical series this season has been 
negligible, and about the only thing 
that has kept the transcription mak- 
ers going has been the minute and 
half-minute novelty blurbs. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Jack McCarthy, 
daughter, Nov, 13, in New York, 
Father is NBC announcer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mel Benstock, daugh- 
ter, Nov. 5, in Buffalo. Father is 
actor at WBEN, Buffalo. 


Mr. and Mrs. Rex Lease, son, in 
Los Ang-les, Nov. 11. Father is film 
actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Roy Silvers, son, in 
Hollywood, Nov. 13. Father is office 
manager of the A. & S. Lyons 
agency. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Beard, daugh- 
ter, in Hollywood, Nov. 13. Father 
is screen writer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Koch, twins, 
son and daughter,,in Los Angeles, 
Nov. 11. Father is sound technician 
at RKO. 


Mr. and Mrs. John DeMille, son, in 
Hollywood, Nov. 11. Father is son of 
C. B. DeMille. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mel Evidon, daugh- 
ter, in Des Moines, Nov. 7. Father is 


manager of the Columbia exchange, 
Des Moines. 


Mr. and Mrs. Campbell Ritchie, 
son, Nov. 10, in Windsor, Ont. 
Father is trafic manager for sta- 


tion CKLW there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kilburn Culley, son, 
Nov. 11, in Lawrence, Mass. Father 
is WEEI (Boston) control room op- 
erator. 


Mr. and Mrs. Bud Hilf, son, in 
Pittsburgh, Nov. 13. Father is a 
trumpeter; mother is former Flo 


Parker, band vocalist. 
Mr. and Mrs. Al Lostetter, son, in 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 10. Father is with 
Universal exchange in Pitt. 

Mr .and Mrs. Ben Muros, son, in 
Pittsburgh, Nov. 8. Father is on 


WCAE, Pittsburgh, production staff. 


Mr. and Mrs. Al Noble, daugh- 
ter, Nov. 14, in New York. Father, 
formerly a singer at WINS, New 
York, switched last week to become 
vocalist with Carl Hoff’s orchestra. 

Mr. and Mrs. James H. Knox, Nov. 
14, in New York. Father is as- 
sistant to Johnny Johnstone, di- 


rector of radio for the Democratic 
National Committee and chairman of 
the radio committee for the Pres- 
ident’s Birthday Ball. 

Mr. and Mrs. Len Sterling, daugh- 
ter, Nov. 10, in New York. Father 
is a staff announcer at WOR, New 
York. 

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Harris, 50”, 
in New York, Nov. 15. Father 35 
radio scriptist; mother, nee Jean 
Gidding, was formerly radio com- 
mentator in Baltimore. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edmund Taylor, son, 
in Los Angeles, Nov. 15. Father is 
screen and fiction writer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Finney, son, 19 





successful campaigns for U.S. sena- 
tor from New York in 1926, 1932 and 


Los Angeles, Nov, 16. Father is di- 
rector with Walt Disney. 
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As long as economy is the keynote ; moved from fourth to closing the I leerned the techeileus with Dickie ee ee ee 
in of the day, here is an economy move | pj]}, following Paul Whiteman, and Fleischer’s troupe in the White * Thursday. 
of to end all economy moves which lo- | Bert Fitzgibbons was moved ra my | Mountains last summer because I Record: Won, 148; Lost, 55; Ties, 9; Pereent, .729. 
cal stations may feel free to adopt, fourth spot. That’s how ‘very well’ felt sure it would solve the problem 
he if they so desire: Why stop at firing | I went. of full-length shows at Army camps. er 
is musicians? Fire the whole studio; ‘rue it's past histor , It does. A 
4 7. roger ina alae dere, | print Berane it roasting Toke zs (Prof.) Geo. H. Quinby, National Pro League 
ly run the transmitter whose func- | good, so to keep the recor j (Director of Dramatics, J 4 7 
a tion it will be to feed network pro- os is my le ai shes yn Bowdoin College) : SUNDAY, NOV. .23 
t grams to local audiences. When sta- | with it. ¢ . Billy Glason. | 
A tion-break time comes, you can slip | ee Giants-Redskins : Giant 
in your transcribed spot announce- ; nares . . reper oS . - IAMS... 11-5 
ments, and follow them with another Ge Das Seem Night-Club Reviews > sane y-ieaeama -- Rams Even 
n, transcription to identify the station. | | New York. ; Bears-Lions OU Pe Pees 5 Pee ae SNE 65s 6 cso bea es deo we 3-1 
™ ait tistertanth -tiittene wens ta | Editor, ‘Variety’: ——=Continued from page 53 =e WROMOURTOOERONS  .5. os kc ikicccaccenscs Pr ey rie eer rrr er 3-1 
a put the above policy into effect, lo- | k Maybe I’m all wet about Criticism. Guy is light and fast, Rolding atten- Record: Won, 26; Lost, 10; Ties, 1; Percent, .722. 
cal radio would then, of course, be | Two weeks ago, Follaw Up Com- | tion. 
in virtually dead. However, it is my | ment’ wrote up Norman Corwin’s : : F : ; 
: contention that it might as well — dog fantasy in words that could melt Robbe Boil ae Dn Bega with the Georgia Bulldogs as Sink- ; Princeton—Navy 
0 dead as.the way it is! in your mouth. This week, accord-|m.c. and he in turn brings on ‘Bumps’ | wae gees wile. With two weeks rest the sailors 
J. Paul Chavanne. |ing to the same department, the/|Menetti. Latter does a_ terrific Harvard—Yale will cut Princeton to ribbons, 
. sanishanliaigiaaidl guy’s a bum; trow him out. drunken prattfall routine which The Yales completing their worst SMU—Baylor 
h Billy Glason’s Tall Memory _ Let's see: This is the second week st + gen ag pe floor if om season in history, will again be SMU playing host, should eke out 
New York. in a row that Corwin’s show has | Dac “ss Ss out. ne 5S ection on nis | pushed around. a victory. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: made ‘Follow Up Comment.’ Which | Work is fact that the act doesn't Holy Cross—Templ } 
n : : tii sey blend particularly well with the rest 54S 5 = : TCU—Rice 
“ I always like to keep a dead her- | probably means that someone at 154 a0 eek ates The Crusaders’ are only mediocre, If they’re through celebrating their 
7 one dead, but as long as VARIETY | W. 46th St. ™ watching him awful Ten intimin ns Ee ee ee 1s | while Temple, which showed much | victory over Texas, the Texas Chris- 
insists upon digging up the old her- | Close. Now what I can’t get through | eeliaee te ‘S anc six siow 61'S | early promise, is not as bad as its| tians will kayo Rice 
: ring under ‘The Good Old Davs’|my noggin is how anyone who has |, 0” with a Latin number using | yichican St Lokcinng iS Se ps 
. ; ve al aster Pepe 4 a0 AAS | fluorescent light which yields a vivid | Michigan State licking would indi- | UCLA—Santa Clara 
; with the purpose of ‘showing radio | followed the Corwin series that stu- | gach and paves. way for Ardell and| cate. Temple to bounce back for | he Ss . ; ; 
v stations the method of putting to- | diously could have worked. himself | Monet's ‘Bomba.’ Dance team en-| victory. vad = Sonte Core gee Sa | 
e gether a big time show and giving |up to such a fine frenzy as to sug-|cores with a satisfactory ballroom | Indiana—Purdue reve t-tye ee een ee 
" & resume of the style of vaudeville | gest to CBS that the humane thing | turn. Indiana’s serial game and its | nothing. 
reviewing of that day, I am writing | to do would be to take the guy out| Vernon then takes over to pipe | sophomore sens ions 1 turn the | Vanderbit—Alsbama 
2 to ask you to please print this letter | of his misery. |‘Donkey Serenade’ and reveals an tide in its ne Age hi a ~~ | Vandy will be tough, but "Bama 
i Rag: your readers how inaccu-| Your review described his play i a as well as voice. | ; es eae Tenn will grind out a triumph. 
; Tate some of your repo |\No. 25 as ‘Jumbled and juvenile, | Jessie Draper moves in during the fee : - 
day were. You Sia eee aa a | tired and threadbare, Pare ABs ete and | crooning for a contro] kick which | On the wings of its Boston College b hey nepeeean Barneys: 
Gumk Waniiees and Tn acre you incredible’ Which is peachy alliter- 'lands. Real highspot of the show | Victory, Tenn. continues to win. Auburn is weak while Villanova 
won't ignore this retaliation . ation—and leaves me wondering | Comes when Vernon and Miss Draper __ Michigan—Ohio State | Bas Sonn coming Same 
In last. week's ‘Variety’ ? whether critics. as has often been go into a comedy knockabout which Michigan’s reserve talent should Washington—Oregon 
: y (Oct, 22 i rie! ; <a has ’em flying all over the floor andj pb f aki keve is j j 
issue) ther - ; nae 5 1) | e a factor in taking the Buckeyes This is a Washington day as it 
ere appeared a reprinted | charged, write in this vein in order | simost into the customer's laps. | » invitati 
review of the Palace theatre show | to leok good in print or to make | Stopped proceedings cold, with Ver- y tae Seereeowes. hopes for & Mens’ Bowt savimatien. 
- the week of Oct. 21, 1921. A lot | their prose sound musical to the ear | non being forced to beg off. Gusiauuadts "Gear teen 
f water has passed under the bridge | when someone in the office barks, : , On as girls : : sin mee may ’ 
since then but there were a few 8 | ‘Wow, fellers! listen what ‘Variety’ seuacak aime 5 oh i Mas, cause some trouble, but the Gophers Nat l Pro League 
cee in my vaudeville-career that | says about Corwin! All that that re- | ance open white capes to reveai huge should — arses - Giants—Redskins 
ays stood out and this happened to | view lacked was a crack on ‘Sweat- | silver ‘V’s.’ Mississipp!—Ar&nsas 
€ one of them. In your review of me | shirt Normie.’ First and third shows identical, Ole Miss. is at its peak and should Wear? peta Peay: wom, hot and 
Bell said that I ‘struck a snag large-| Maybe I'm all mixed up. I've | with routines varied for second. Unit | have no difficulty. yay ters xem. BENS. 
ly of his own making’ . . . that 1! heard nearly all of Corwin’s shows,|in for four weeks. Opening-night Nebraska—Iewa Caréinals~Bame 
Was equally to blame ... and that | including the 25th. To me, for the biz was fair. Lido also plugging a Nebraska has been disappointing. The Ram passing gives it the edge. 
took it upon myself to ‘call down’ | most part, they have been original, | downstairs cocktail lounge with Russ | Jowa has been improving. Iowa is Bears—Lions 
the orchestra, a decidedly tactiess | provocative and entertaining. I don’t Cantor in charge, singer-greeter | the choice. ° The Bears to win another. 
oa regardless of whose fault the /say that because he has done so Sees Canteen Playhouse’ Foner North Carolina State—Duke Packers—Steelers 
nic (inte. a song) «should - be | many great things .in the past-he can | chow also plays Thursday and Satur- Duke wins as it pleases’ and waits |‘ Green “Bay passes to. another vic- 
g 0%. and thit Owén Jones, |} éxpéet immunity’ from: criticism. » I | day mats.’ ‘ Wern.” | for a bowl bid.* ‘| tory. . . : 
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